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| Moshe desired the same kind of death for himself, whereby his sons will

inherit his greatness. And here, Hashem seems to promise Moshe that he

| will be granted this desire. However, we know that Hashem did not allow

Moshe's sons to take over the leadership and instead appointed Yehoshua

to be the ruler. It is unthinkable that Hashem made a promise which he

did not fulfill. How then did Moshe see his children inherit his greatness?
R' Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a answers that Moshe's greatness lay in his

" | role as teacher and Rebbi par excellence, who first introduced the holy

Torah to the Jewish people. Chazal teach us that in nnxn 091y, a Rebbi
is, in a very real sense, a father to all of his students.

Thus as he left the world, Moshe Rabbeinu was priveleged to see his
most devoted disciple, his "first-born son" Yehoshua, inherit his Torah
leadership role, and all his "children" - an entire nation of students,
inherit his true greatness, Toras Hashem. All of us are his heirs, and we

{ have him to thank for the place waiting for the students of Torah in the
| world to come.
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The cycle of festivals that are written in the Torah, ends with the Yom

| Tov of Succos, in memory of Hashem's sheltering Klal Yisroel in the
| desert and wilderness. The clouds were a sign that the Bnai Yisroel had

successfully completed their cycle and that they had risen to the spiritual
height making themselves worthy of Hashem's all-enveloping protection.

Succos symbolizes the attainment of our goal. It reflects the successful
completion and ingathering of our spiritual harvest. This is the reason for
our great happiness, joy and celebration of this festival.

This is also the connection of Succos to the days of awe, the D
©XM. Only one who has been cleansed and purified through repentence
and Teshuvah, is capable of being imbued with this sense of happiness
and fulfillment that is fully represented during the Yom Tov of Succos.
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"The meaning of "lot" is not to be interpreted in the normal manner.
Rather, in this case the "lot" of Hashem is Bnai Yisroel, like we read in
this week's Parshah, 'y pon 37 - For the lot of Hashem is his people.
Therefore, the translation of the Medrash is that Hashem is "happy with
his lot" - Hakodosh Boruch Hu always loves and enjoys his nation, Am
Yisroel, no matter what condition they find themselves in: whether they
are on a high spiritual plane or, 97m, if they are steeped in bad ways. In
every situation and at all times, our father in Heaven is watching over us
and graces us with his love."

The Gaon turned to Reb Chaim and said, "This is the perfect
explanation of the Gemarah in Kiddushin that states, "Even when Yisroel
is not doing the will of Hashem they are still called sons as it says
nDA PPN N9 0N - They are sons who can't be trusted. No matter what,
we are still sons and Hashem will always be "happy with his lot!"
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The Sifri tells us that Moshe called his Talmid "Hoshea Bin Nun", so
that he should not become arrogant but remain humble as he previously
was. R' Yehoshua Heschel of Crakow ZT"L also gives a brilliant
explanation: According to Chazal the letter Yud was taken from our
matriarch Sorah's name, when she was still called Sarai, and given to
Yehoshua. Sorah was 89 years old at that time and for the next 38 years
she was called by her new name, until she died at the age of 127.

Remarkably, from the time Moshe Rabbeinu gave the new name
"Yehoshua" to his faithful disciple, until the crowning of Yehoshua as the
leader before Moshe's passing, was also a total of 38 years (Moshe added
the Yud in the second year after Bnai Yisroel left Egypt and he died in the
40th year). At the end of the 38 years, Moshe Rabbeinu resumed calling
his Talmid by his original name "Hoshea" Bin Nun, which equaled the
same amount of time that the Yud was removed from "Sorah" Imeinu.
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Rashi explains that Moshe envied the way in which Aharon died - he
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was able to see his son take over his position of Kohen Gadol - and (
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One of the greatest Talmidim of the Vilna Gaon was his holy disciple
R' Chaim Volozhiner ZT"L. The story is told that Reb Chaim was once
learning in the Gaon's Bais Hamedrash from the Sefer yox »a7 NN
nmxon , and in the second Perek he came across where it is listed many of
the ™™ - characteristics, of the Ribono Shel Olam. One that stood out
was "pona nnw» - He is happy with his lot.

Reb Chaim could not understand the meaning of this. The entire world
belonged to Hashem and everything in it! Hashem need not settle for just
his "lot", when it is all his! Reb Chaim was unusually disturbed by this
statement in the Sefer and would not rest until he cleared up this matter
with his illustrious Rebbi.

He came to the Gaon and showed him the Sefer. "How can this be," he
exclaimed, "Even the Possuk in Tehilim tells us Y2n nNom YN no7
nma vy - To Hashem is the land and its fullness, the inhabited land
and its dwellers. What is the "lot" of Hakodosh Boruch Hu?"

‘The great and revered Gaon, Reb Eliyahu of Vilna, did not hesitate.
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