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Swn3: R’ Yaakov Meir Shechter Shlit’a explains that
when a person is caught up in a mitzvah, he experiences the
spiritual enlightenment that comes with it. For example,
when R’ Nachman M’Breslov ZT”’L would teach Torah
lessons that deal with upliftment and enlightenment, he w01%1d
A SERIES IN HALACHA 4 4 %
PIVING A "TORAH" DAY ﬂ\'ﬂyﬁ)
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (44)
Davening or Reciting Berachos. Last week we discussed
davening, making berachos and learning Torah when one needs
to use the bathroom. As we said, the rule is that if one cannot
physically hold it in for 72 minutes, he is not permitted to begin
these things. If he made the beracha or davened anyway, it is
valid (unlike Shemona Esrai where one must say it over if he

was holding back solid waste). If he is able to hold it in for 72

minutes, there are two opinions that are lenient and allow him to

start (Shemona Esrai he surely should not start) and even though
it’s better to be strict and use the bathroom before starting, one

who is lenient has upon whom to rely, especially if there is a

good need or he will miss something important.

In Middle of Shemona Esrai. If one started with a "p) g

(clean body) and an urge to relieve himself came to him in the

middle of Shemona Esrai, the rule is that he may finish “that

section” even if he cannot hold it in for 72 minutes. (If he feels a

need to go very urgently, he must stop and go right away.)

However, he may not start a new section since he is unable to

hold it in for that period of time. Therefore, if he cannot hold it in

for 72 minutes and a strong urge came .....

1) After starting Pesukei D’Zimra ... he may finish till the end
of Yishtabach, but not say Borchu which is the beginning of
Birchas Krias Shema - or if he is davening without a ngan,
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speak with such fiery enthusiasm that he had to cover his face

with a napkin so as not to overwhelm his students, who could

not even look at his face. When we do a mitzvah, we must

feel a surge of excitement, a wave of fiery enthusiasm wash

over us - even if we are normally calm and cold in other areas.
A 'L - ga) 9 i
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he cannot start Birchas Krias Shema.

2) After starting Borchu or Birchas Krias Shema .... he can
daven till Shemona Esrai. However, he should not finish all
the way until Shemona Esrai and then stop to go to the
bathroom because then he will not be "n>»an> nowy PH0”
(“connect” the beracha of "7 ONy' to the opening blessing
of Shemona Esrai). Rather, he should stop at some point
during "mvaNI NN’ Or "D TN

3) After starting Shemona Esrai ... he may finish it.

4) After starting Hallel, Megillah or Bentching ... he may finish it.

5) After starting to listen to "nmnn myp” (reading/laining  the
Torah) .... he may continue to listen and even answer the
words "3 05w TN N P’ and "yax" on each aliyah until
the beginning of Maffir which is a new section.

6) After starting to learn a Torah subject ... he may finish
learning that subject but he may not start a new one.

In all of the above: a) If one has a strong urge to go right away
he should do so immediately and not wait at all, except by
Shemona Esrai, where if he could physically hold it in till the
end, he has a choice; he can either finish or go right away. b) If
he can hold it in for 72 minutes, it depends on the machlokess in
the previous paragraph and if one wants to be lenient, he can start
a new section. ¢) If one is in doubt whether he can hold it in for

72 minutes, he is allowed to be lenient and assume that he could.

MIYD DY 28 NN YW Y 10PN NYYNY NN Y
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Chacham Rabbeinu Mordechai Hakohen ZT”L (Siftei Kohen) would say:

“Nand oyn 021 - The word 'Oy’ here refers to the "9 29y’ - the insincere converts, who were bringing their
donations because they felt they were forced to - without proper intent, not ©nw ow>. When Moshe heard this, he told
the people to stop bringing donations since the Mishkan required a true purity from those involved in its construction.
The proof is, that the moment the decree was issued, 'NanN OYN NI - the Erev Rav was more than happy to stop!”

R’ Yehudah Weissenstern Shlit’a would say:

“Chazal tell us (") that based on the lofty level of Bnei Yisroel at the time of the Chet Haegel, they were incapable of
stooping so low as to actually commit a sin like idol-worship. If so, how then was the Satan able to coerce them into
sinning? The answer is: 'N2wn»yad na pNNa yY' - to teach future generations that even from the greatest depths of sin
it is still possible to creep out through Teshuva. Perhaps this is the true understanding of the Parah Adumah paradox -
'DNNL NV NNV XNLVY' - which was offered in direct correlation to the sin of the Egel. Just as the Parah is Navy
'0nV (defiles the pure), so too, Hashem enabled Klal Yisroel - the 'o»Wnv' (pure ones) - to become defiled through this

sin. Why? In order to teach us to be '©xnv 9nvn' (purify the unclean) by doing Teshuvah and removing the defilement.”
Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Reb.
Yeshaya Levy Shlit’a on the
Bar Mitzvah of their son,
Shragi ). May he grow in
Torah, V’Yirah, and may they
continue to see much Nacha
from him in the Future. 1

A Wise Man would say:
“Good friends are like stars. You don’t always see them, but you know they’re always there.”
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When a train filled with a large transport of Jewish prisoners arrived at one of the Nazi killing centers, many Polish gentiles
came out to watch the latest group as they were taken away. As the disoriented Jews were gathering their possessions to take
with them into the camp, a Nazi officer in charge called out to the villagers standing nearby, “Anything these Jews leave
behind you may take for yourselves, because for sure they will not be coming back to collect them!”

Two Polish women who were standing nearby saw a woman towards the back of the group, wearing a large, heavy,
expensive coat. Not waiting for someone else to take the coat before them, they ran to the Jewish woman and knocked her to
the ground, grabbed her coat and scurried away. Moving out of sight of the others, they quickly laid the coat down on the
ground to divide the spoils of what was hiding inside. Rummaging through the pockets, they giddily discovered gold jewelry,
silver candlesticks and other heirlooms. They were thrilled with their find, but as they lifted the coat again, it still seemed
heavier than it should. Upon further inspection, they found a secret pocket, and hidden inside the coat was .... a tiny baby girl!

Shocked at their discovery, one woman took pity and insisted to the other, “I don’t have any children, and I’'m too old to
give birth now. You take the gold and silver and let me have the baby.” The Polish woman took her new “daughter” home to
her delighted husband. They raised the Jewish girl as their own, treating her very well, but never telling her anything about her
history. The girl excelled in her studies and even became a doctor, working as a pediatrician in a hospital in Poland.

When her “mother” passed away many years later, a visitor came to pay her respects. An old woman invited herself in
and said to the daughter, “I want you to know that the woman that passed away last week was not your real mother ...” and
she proceeded to tell her the whole story. She did not believe her at first, but the old woman insisted. “When we found
you, you were wearing a beautiful gold pendant with strange writing on it, which must be Hebrew. I am sure that your
mother kept the necklace. Go and see for yourself.” Indeed, the woman went into her deceased mother’s jewelry box and
found the necklace just as the elderly lady had described. She was shocked. It was hard to fathom that she had been of
Jewish descent, but the proof was right there in her hand. As this was her only link to a previous life, she cherished the
necklace. She had it enlarged to fit her neck and wore it every day, although she thought nothing more of her Jewish roots.

Some time later, she went on holiday abroad and came across two Jewish boys standing on a main street, trying to interest
Jewish passersby to wrap Tefillin on their arms (for males) or accept Shabbos candles to light on Friday afternoon (for
females). Seizing the opportunity, she told them her entire story and showed them the necklace. The boys confirmed that a
Jewish name was inscribed on the necklace but did not know about her status. They recommended that she write a letter to
their mentor, the Lubavitcher Rebbe ZT”’L, explaining everything. If anyone would know what to do, it would be him.

She took their advice and sent off a letter that very same day. She received a speedy reply saying that it is clear from the
facts that she is a Jewish girl and perhaps she would consider using her medical skills in Israel where talented pediatricians
were needed. Her curiosity was piqued and she traveled to Israel where she consulted a Rabbinical Court (Beis Din) who
declared her Jewish. Soon she was accepted into a hospital to work, and eventually met her husband and raised a family.

In August 2001, a terrorist blew up the Sbarro cafe in the center of Jerusalem. The injured were rushed to the hospital
where this woman worked. One patient was brought in, an elderly man in a state of shock. He was searching everywhere for
his granddaughter who had become separated from him. Asking how she could recognize her, the frantic grandfather gave a
description of a gold necklace that she was wearing. Eventually, they finally found her among the injured patients.

At the sight of this necklace, the pediatrician froze. She turned to the old man and said, “Where did you buy this necklace?”

“You can’t buy such a necklace,” he responded, “I am a goldsmith and I made this necklace. Actually I made two identical

pieces for each of my daughters. This is my granddaughter from one of them, and my other daughter did not survive the war.”
And this is the story of how a Jewish girl, brutally torn away from her mother on a Nazi camp platform almost sixty years

ago, was reunited with her father ..... f‘g"‘@ﬁﬁ ﬁgﬂﬂ ﬂ?@jﬁ 5@@ | Adapted from the book “Heroes of Faith”
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Swn: There was once a certain German Jewish community

which was famous for its great love of the mitzvah of
tzedakah. In the event of any local emergency, they were
always ready to help, and would not rest until the person in
trouble was back on his feet. Once, a German rabbi
delivered a rousing speech about the importance of this
mitzvah. He cited the Medrash stating that when Hashem
commanded the Children of Israel to donate a half-shekel to
the building of the Mishkan, He showed Moshe exactly
what it was with a coin of fire. The Rabbi exclaimed, “Do

AN PaNORb

you know what this means? It means that Hashem is telling
the people to give charity with burning enthusiasm!”

The Gerrer Rebbe ZT”L (Chiddushei HaRim) was
told over these words and he, in turn, related them to the
Rebbe of Kotzk ZT”L. In his inimitable sharp and
penetrating manner, the latter commented, “It takes people
like these who are so enthusiastic about the mitzvah of
tzedakah, to be worthy of such a brilliant insight. Especially
in Germany, where they have a reputation of being
somewhat cold and indifferent.” (Emes V’emunah)

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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Chazal teach us an important lesson (>- 9"w): "IN W» NIV KOYAD YN - “Say fo a good worker, thank you.” The
question is, after Moshe Rabbeinu saw the completion of the work, why did he have to thank Bnei Yisroel for fulfilling their
obligation to donate and construct the Mishkan? What they did was what they were required to do, what Hashem told them to
do - "nmx 9wNY". Did they deserve a thank you for that? The answer is yes! Appreciation has nothing to do with what one is
obligated to do. It is the recipient that is required to give acknowledgement, no matter who did something for him or why.

The famous Rashash, R’ Shmuel Strashun ZT”’L, writes on the Mishna in Shvi’is that during the Shemitta year, when
Brei Yisroel is required to leave their fields hefker (ownerless), all the poor people are allowed to come in and take whatever
they want. However, after taking their produce, each person would go to the owner and still say thank you. Why? After all, he
was obligated to leave his field anyway - he didn’t do anything special for them! And yet from this, the Rashash says, we have
maintained a minhag till today to thank the Kohanim for his berachos after he duchens on Yom Tov. Why the “thank you” for
performing a priestly duty? Because even though kohanim have the obligation, we - the recipients - are still required to say
thank you for their blessings. And even though the owner of the field is commanded to abandon his field for the benefit of the
poor, the poor people on the receiving end should still say thank you. This is the correct approach to Hakaras Hatov
throughout our lives. Every individual is required to show his gratitude for whatever he receives, regardless of where and who

it comes from, or why. This is the lesson to be learned from the beracha that Moshe Rabbeinu gave to Bnei Yisroel.

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH
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The Medrash tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu was unable

to complete the final assembly of the Mishkan, even though
Hashem left it up to him. Due to the weight of the wooden
planks, it was simply too heavy for any human being to lift
on his own. Instinctively, Moshe began to plead with the
Almighty. Hashem responded that Moshe should begin the
work and “it will assemble itself.” Hashem wanted Moshe
to make the initial effort so that He can say that it was
Moshe who actually “built” the Mishkan. But, in fact, he
didn’t build the Mishkan; Hashem erected it. Why does the
Torah seemingly mislead us and state that Moshe put it up?
R’ Boruch Sorotzkin ZT”L explained that the Mishkan,
although outwardly may have appeared as an ordinary
structure, essentially it was of Divine nature. It was not a
building in the truest sense; it was a spiritual abode in which
the Almighty rested his Shechinah. This being the case, it was

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF ..... maw?
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was not subject to the rules of typical construction. No, in
fact, it required exclusive Divine assistance (siyata
d’shmaya) to assemble it properly. And how does one merit
such siyata d’shmaya? In fact, there are two conditions.
First, a person must do all that is in his power to build, and
second, he must truly desire to see the project’s completion.
Moshe Rabbeinu was pained over his lack of involvement
in the construction process. He possessed a burning desire
to complete the Mishkan, so that Hashem may rest His
shechinah amongst the people. These feelings rendered him
worthy of the Divine assistance needed to build a Mishkan.
Thus, when the “Chachmei Lev” (wise of heart) failed to
assemble the structure, and Betzalel and Ohaliav were
likewise ineffectual, it was left up to Moshe Rabbeinu.
Moshe pleaded with Hashem, and was indeed found worthy
of Divine assistance. The posuk writes that Moshe “built”
the mishkan for it was his effort and merit, through which

Hashem allowed the Mishkan to be finally completed.
FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' Glé’l"l‘MAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Moshe Rabbeinu assembled all of Klal Yisroel and told them that Hashem created the world in six days and on the seventh

day He ceased to work. Rashi explains that Moshe told them this to inform them that the construction of the Mishkan does not
override the observance of Shabbos. Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski Shlit’a wonders: Why was it necessary to assemble all
of the Jewish people together to tell them this? Couldn’t he have used a more typical method of giving over Hashem's command?

R’ Twerski explains that Moshe was teaching them a great lesson in Avodas Hashem. He knew that the Jewish people were
very excited about building this Mishkan. They came zealously and passionately to donate their precious items until Moshe had
to tell them to stop! He knew that in their excitement to complete this abode of the Shechina, they might rationalize and say that
Hashem wants them to build His home no matter when, even if it means that they continue to work on Shabbos. For this
reason, Moshe assembled ALL the people to hear first-hand what the true rarzon (will) of Hashem is; that any form of work on
Shabbos is forbidden. Had they not heard this directly from the mouth of Moshe, through whom the voice of Hashem was
heard, they might have been influenced by their own desires, causing them to rationalize building the Mishkan on Shabbos.

This wasn’t just a message for the Jews in the desert; it serves for all times. How often do we allow our own preferences to
alter our sense of what is truly right? And for a good and holy cause, no less! Any form of chilul Shabbos “‘in order to serve
Hashem” is clearly wrong and is not doing ratzon Hashem! Rather, it is doing one’s own ratzon, deceiving oneself into
thinking that he is serving Hashem. This is why Moshe assembled all the Jews. To teach us that serving Hashem means doing
HIS will no matter what OUR opinion or feeling is. Serving yourself is idolatry. Serving Hashem is doing HIS will!




