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perfect. One mistake made in the 12th century resulted in a
14,500-ton leaning tower. This miscalculation would later
become a symbol of Italian civic pride, but tell that to the
man who designed it! On the other hand, the Biblical Tower
of Babel, never actually “got off the ground”! It Wasn’t' an
N Q \¢ N 4 ‘_
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"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (55)

Washing Hands After a Haircut. Chazal tell us () that one who
takes a haircut and doesn’t wash his hands afterwards “‘should be
afraid” (mnan) for three days that something bad might happen
to him. Therefore, the Shulchan Aruch lists ) this among the
activities that necessitate washing one’s hands. This applies to all
types of hair-cutting, whether it is with scissors or electric
equipment. Even removal of hair with powders and creams
(which is not cutting) still requires handwashing (3).

Who Needs to Wash and When? Even though the Gemara
might be referring to someone who cuts his own hair, it is
assumed that even if one has his hair cut by someone else, he
should wash his hands @. It would seem that this is not a
cleanliness issue, because usually one does not touch the hair
and his hands remain clean. It must, therefore, be deemed an
issue of "Ny MN" - spirit of impurity, that rest on the hands. As a
result, one should wash his hands immediately after his haircut
(5) and not wait at all. Nevertheless, the Kaf Hachaim () writes
that the person giving the haircut should also wash his hands
because they usually will get dirty and become greasy from
touching another person’s hair and scalp. When one scratches
his own head and touches his hair (which also requires
handwashing (7)), there are two opinions: Eliyahu Raba ) says
that one must wash because of cleanliness which does not need

Rabbeinu Yonah ZT”L writes: wan ﬁ;‘:’—ﬁ.}ﬂ}b\\’: ﬂ»ﬂ x\jjﬂ

195

actual miscalculation in the design but rather a severe under
-estimation of the “Designer of the World”! The wicked people
thought they could build a tower to rise up and fight against
G-d! Little did they realize that a “leaning tower” would
have been infinitely better than what they were left with!

N5 90w T2 TN NN
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to be done immediately. However, the Pri Megadim () feels that
there is also an issue of "Ny NM" which would require washing
right away. The Mishna Berura (10) rules leniently (logically,
this would apply to the barber who gives the haircut.) According
to the above, the one who received the haircut should wash
immediately and the one who gave the haircut could delay his
washing till he is ready to eat or say holy words.
Other Noteworthy Differences. The barber who gives the
haircut and needs to wash only out of cleanliness, needs to do so
only if he touched the other person’s head (if he wore gloves it is
okay) and only as much of his hand that touched. He cannot say
holy words till what needs to be washed has been washed, and if
there is no water available to wash, he can wipe his hands on
anything that cleans them. On the other hand, the person
receiving the haircut needs to remove the "nyy MY". Therefore, he
must wash both his hands even though no hand touched
anything. He is permitted to say words of Kedusha, however, if
he does not use water, he accomplishes nothing by just wiping
his hands. Note: This paragraph goes according to the Mishna
Berura mentioned in the previous paragraph, however the Pri
Megadim holds that whenever there is a cleanliness issue, there is
also a "Ny " issue which requires water and no delay.

We have not yet mentioned whether one needs to wash once

or three times. This will IY”’H be discussed in a future issue.
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“In Avos (2:n) we learn: ‘There were ten generations from Adam to Noach. This is to teach us the extent of Hashem’s
tolerance; for all these generations angered Him, until He brought upon them the waters of the Flood.’ From here, we
can also discern that eventually, all actions will be answered and no evil deed goes unpunished. This should bring us
comfort in this long and bitter golus. The gentiles do as they please thinking that it will go on forever, but in truth,
Hashem’s patience and tolerance will be exhausted and they will receive their due justice, while we will be redeemed!”

R’ Moshe Sofer (Schreiber) ZT”’L (Chasam Sofer) would say:

“Yya mmoOnwp NN - Chazal tell us (-39 m>12) that from the day the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed, the Gates of
Prayer have been closed, as it says (1-) N2N), ‘You have enveloped Yourself in a cloud, so that no prayer can pass
through.” However, there is a way to break through. The Shulchan Aruch (»:25p n"N) writes that one who recites these
four things - "TNWYTP WNO NUY ,TNNIN WND NYY T Wwnd Ny 70w \wind nwy' - at the end of Shemona Esrai, will merit
to greet the Face of the Shechina (ny5win »a Yapm non). The first letter of all four spell the word "nwp' and the remez is
here in the posuk, "py2 NN NYP NN - one who recites the words of "' - Hashem will bring close into His cloud.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Man is meant to work. But if work is so terrific, why do they have to pay you to do it?”
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The Medrash (Tehillim 37) describes the famous meeting between Avraham Avinu and Malki-Tzedek (found in next
week’s parsha). Chazal teach that Malki-Tzedek was in fact Shem, the son of Noach, and he told Avraham that it was in the
merit of tzedakah (charity) that they survived in the ark. “With whom did you do #zedakah?” asked Avraham. “With the
animals and the birds,” Malki-Tzedek answered. “We did not sleep at night. We went from one animal to the next making sure
they had enough to eat. Once we were late, and my father was injured (see Rashi [7:23] who says it was by a lion).” Avraham
said to himself, “If they were only saved by the charity they did with animals and birds, and the one time Noach was late he
was ‘repaid’ and injured, then if I perform charity with people, who are formed in the image of the angels, surely in this merit
I will be protected from injury!” Immediately, Avraham pitched a tent, and provided his guests with food, drink, and lodging.

A number of years ago, a man by the name of Reb Nissim rented out an apartment on the ground floor of a building that
he owned in Tel Aviv. The previous tenant was not observant at all, and had lived in this apartment for two years.
However, problems had already started within the first month of her lease, when she had complained about seeing mice in
her apartment. Reb Nissim was perplexed, since he had been renting this apartment for a very long time, and nobody ever
had such a complaint. True, it was located on the ground floor, but mice? There had never been any mice there before.

Whatever the case, he certainly wasn’t going to argue the point. If the tenant was claiming that there were mice in her
apartment, then the solution was simple: he would call the city and ask them to carry out a pest control sweep of the area. When
he called, the city sent someone down and swept the area. Yet to Reb Nissim’s surprise, the procedure wasn’t successful!
Within a few days, the tenant was calling him once again with the same problem: “There are still mice in the apartment!”

After another pest control sweep also proved ineffective, Reb Nissim offered to tear up the tenant’s lease without
penalty. She refused, however, preferring to stay in the apartment, brave the mice, and continue to complain.

One day, Reb Nissim came up with a novel idea. When the tenant called the next time to complain, he told her the story of
Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair (Yerushalmi, Demai 1:3), whom all the inhabitants of a certain city went to see. They sought his help
because of an epidemic of mice, which was threatening their entire harvest and could lead to a famine. After investigating the
matter, Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair discovered that these people did not give tzedakah (a tenth of their harvest for ma’aser),
which is why their harvest was being attacked by mice. “I don’t know if this will help, but perhaps if you gave tzedakah, the
mice will leave,” Reb Nissim said to the tenant. In fact, from that day on, she never called him about the issue again.

Of course, as the relieved landlord, Reb Nissim himself never called to find out what happened in her apartment. As
long as she wasn’t complaining, he preferred to steer clear of any potential problems and not contact her. A few months
later, however, she called him because she had decided to move. At that point, she described all the changes that had taken
place in her life since their conversation, the one in which he had encouraged her to give tzedakah. “My friends here in the
big city, view the poor as ‘parasites’ and ‘opportunists’ and there certainly isn’t any reason to help them! At first, I
disagreed with them but little by little, their words wormed their way into my heart, and I began refusing to help people,
eventually followed by no longer giving money to charity. That was the day when the mice started to appear!”

By bringing up the subject of tzedakah, Reb Nissim had triggered something within her and she knew she must change
her ways. A miracle then happened, and when she started giving charity, the mice vanished as if they had never existed!

The story doesn’t end there. The tenant in question left the apartment and someone else moved in. After a short time, this
new tenant called Reb Nissim with the same complaint: Yes, there were mice in the apartment. This time, Reb Nissim knew
just how effective municipal services were, and so he did not try contacting them to solve the problem. Instead, he directly

advised the tenant to give some money to tzedakah, all while explaining what had happened to the previous tenant. As
expected, once the new tenant gave money to tzedakah, the mice vanished as if they had never even been there!
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Swn: Construction of the Leaning Tower of Pisa began on
August 9, 1173. Originally designed to be a bell tower, the
structure actually stood upright for over five years, but just
after the completion of the third floor, it began to lean. The
citizens of Pisa were shocked to see it leaning ever so
slightly. The foundation of the tower, only 3 meters deep,
was built on a dense clay mixture and impacted the soil. As
it turned out, the clay was not nearly strong enough to hold
the tower upright, and so the weight of the tower began to
diffuse downward until it had found the weakest point.

A century later, construction on the tower continued, but
the 5.5 degree tilt was still there. The builders actually tried
to straighten it out it by making the stories on one side taller
than the side with the tilt. This didn’t work, but it did give
the tower its infamous curve. Construction stopped again.

The Tower of Pisa was finally completed in 1372, over a
period of 199 years! And it’s still crooked till this day!
Luckily, a restoration phase between 1990 to 2001 helped
strengthen the foundation and touch up the building’s surface.
Swin): Human beings make mistakes, after all, no human is
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When Noach emerged from the n2n (ark), Rashi tells us: "nINX Ny NDNAN PIOYS 1D PV POIN MNY Nwy”. Noach
changed himself from a righteous Tzaddik to a simple, mundane person. What was his crime? He planted a vineyard.

Let us speculate for a moment. Noach saw the entire world around him destroyed. Not one living organism remained
after the mabul. There was total devastation, complete destruction. Noach became sad. He needed something to cheer
himself up and what better way than with wine? Chazal teach us: "w9) 1> 20" - Give wine to sad people, and npw» "
"¥NN 125 - Wine will gladden a man’s heart. So why not? What was so bad about planting a vineyard? Rashi answers this
by saying that Noach made himself "p>n" - not a rasha, but also not befitting a Tzaddik who had reached such lofty heights
in the n2>n. For months, Noach didn’t sleep. He was too busy caring for all the people and animals 24/7. So when he came
out, his goal should have been to continue his lofty deeds by planting food like wheat, vegetables and fruit for other people
to eat - not planting a vineyard to cheer himself up! It may be understandable - but it’s "p>n"! It’s unbecoming of Noach.

Interestingly, the Baal Haturim notes that the word "yv»" (he planted) appears three times in the Torah. In Parshas
Beraishis, it says: "yTya » ©POK 'n yon'; in Noach, it says: "070 yon'; in Parshas Vayera, about Avraham Avinu, it says,
"9UN ¥y, which Chazal tell us stands for "nyY ,,nw ,N2IN" - in other words, he built a house of hachnosas orchim, with
food, drink and lodging for others. To this, I would add, that our "yv»" - all that we plant in this world - be it an ">WN" or a
"D72" - will determine our "yTya y yv»" - what type of Gan Eden we will merit in the World to Come. May we be zocheh to
grow and see much nachas from our children and enjoy a special year in y'ywn - which stands for "nn» 9wy nmw xOn”

DRUSH V’CHIDDH?H : ongoing prevalence of theft and violent struggle, which began
'l y iy fie'n) |

@-1) ION PRS mam 58 NS O e s early on in human history, could lead one to believe that such

The Ramban addresses the obvious question of why an
ark was necessary to rescue Noach and the animals. Why
was Noach ordered to build an enormous boat, if it in any
event would be unable to accommodate every species
without a miracle from Hashem? In that case, Hashem could
have saved them in any other way. The Ramban suggests
that this project was perhaps intended as a means of drawing
the people’s attention to the ark, which could potentially
have had the effect of inspiring the generation to Teshuvah.

R’ Chayim Elazary ZT”’L (Shvilei Chayim), offers a
beautiful insight here. Ever since the second generation of
mankind - Kayin and Hevel - relations among people have
been characterized by envy, greed and violence. Indeed, the
sentence against the generation of the flood was issued
specifically on account of "onn” - violent theft (Rashi). The
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is the inescapable lot of mankind; that people - like animals -
will forever be engaged in incessant and bitter conflict.

To dispel this disheartening notion, Hashem saw to it that
for the year of the deluge, representatives from all the earth’s
creatures will live together in perfect peace and harmony. As
He flooded the earth, Hashem sowed the seeds of its
reconstruction by demonstrating the ability of people and
even animals to live together amicably in the cramped,
crowded confines of an ark. This served as a precedent to the
possibility of peaceful relations among people and even
between man and beast. It proved that the world is not
necessarily condemned to a state of chaos; violence and
conflict are not essential ingredients of the human condition.
It is possible for mankind to lead a peaceful life and build and
cultivate the earth with mutual respect and cooperation.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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As T sit and write this article, here in 'y D9wYY, my heart is pained and petrified at the daily news reports. I hear

ambulances wailing and helicopters soaring overhead, and I know that this is a bad time - an "apy"> 178 ny". The question
that each one of us is asking ourselves is: WHAT CAN I DO? How can I make a difference? I am small and insignificant in
the scheme of things so what can I do? And with that little speech from that little voice, we proceed to do just that ... nothing!

Rabbeinu Chaim Vital ZT”L once asked his Rebbe the Ariz’al (N5 N Tpn o990 Iyv), “How can I believe that I am
special when compared to previous generations I am nothing?” The Ariz’al told him that a person is not merely measured by
his deeds and actions, but by the generation in which he lives. The actions of giants from the past cannot be compared to the
seemingly small things that people do today. The yetzer hara of today is unlike the yetzer hara of years ago and therefore even
a small good deed today is considered a great and lofty action like from years ago! This is like Noach who was an P18 ¥X'
"pI WA - a great Tzaddik in HIS generation. And yet, had he lived at a different time he might not have been considered a
righteous man! It wasn’t so much what he did as much as the times he was living in that allowed him to do those things.

Well, one thing we all have in common is that we are all living in this generation together! At this very difficult and stressful
time, we must realize that every small act we do makes a big difference. One who is able to do small acts of kindness for others
is a Gadol, a Tzaddik in his generation. Let us not minimize our worth. Although the Ariz’al is not here today to tell us how
special we are, let us tell it to each other and tell it to ourselves! The enemies from without and within are constantly trying to
knock us to the ground - but let us prevail! The Jewish Nation lives on, but only if we truly live like the Jewish Nation!




