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whose sole desire is to pursue the delights of this world.
They seek pleasure and luxuries but what they don’t realize
is that Hashem is marking it all down and the time will
come when He will present them with an exact bill for all

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (23)
Havdala (cont.): Anger Causes Poverty. Last week we
finished off with the custom of letting the wine of the Havdala
cup overflow, as a means to activate the Shabbos blessings and
allow them to overflow into the new week. The Taz () has a
different understanding of this custom which also has to do with
good parnassa. He explains that the custom to pour over the
cup, is a reminder that if during the coming week any houshold
member spills or breaks something, the head of the household
should not become angry. Rather, he should feel that just as
now, when a small amount is spilled he is not getting angry, so
too, during the week he will not get angry. The Taz adds that it is
an important incentive to keep a person away from anger and

thereby keep poverty away from the house.

Rosh Hashana. It is timely to mention the words of the Mishna
Berura ) regarding getting angry on Rosh Hashana. He says
that we go to great lengths to eat special foods as a sign (0¥0)
for a sweet new year. If these external signs can help in bringing
us a good year, certainly being in a good and happy mood can
enable much of the same, while anger can Yn do the opposite.
One should guard himself well to not allow any feelings of anger
or distress on Rosh Hashana as a good siman for the whole year.
Saying "15 y'. The RMA @) brings down the custom of saying
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R’ Chaim Sofer ZT”’L (Divrei Shaarei Chaim) would say:

moyr?

that they indulged in. The righteous individuals, however,
who detest the trivialities of this world and are oblivious to
the pleasures that surround them everywhere; in time,

Hashem presents everything to them as a free gift.
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"o y»' at the conclusion of Shabbos. It is a collection of
numerous posukim of blessing and success from the entire
Tanach (21D N ,NMN). Some say it in shul before Havdala
and some say it afterwards @. These posukim are recited at the
immediate beginning of the new week to bring about blessings
for the coming week. Some (5) have the custom to say it together
with another person as a pair, so that each person is really
blessing the other person. Many of the posukim are in second
person just like the first posuk of ©nwN Yo OPoND o Y
"VYPI YT AN NNV - “May Hashem give you from the dew
of the Heavens and the fat of the earth, with abundant grain and
wine.” ¢ Thus, it is quite appropriate for one to say it to another.
Special Days Throughout the Year. There are varying customs
regarding whether or not to say "2 ™" on TN 51N NIY NN (7)
since Chol Hamoed are not typical working days. All agree that
when Yom Tov is on mw ss itself, it is not said @®). If 7isha
B’Av falls out on 1w »¥, it is also not said because these are
posukim of joy and success and therefore not appropriate on
Tisha B’Av. There are different customs whether to say it in the
house of an 92N (mourner) or not. Most hold that it is not said ()
and that seems to be the prevalent custom.
Correction: In last week’s issue the words “when one concludes
Havdala,” is incorrect. The cup is spilled over when first poured.
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“Pya NN M2 - ‘Blessed shall you be in the city.” The Medrash denotes from here: ‘ As a reward for the mitzvos
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which you fulfill in the city.” The lesson to be gleaned from here is that if a Jew will not be embarrassed to observe
the commandments even in the city, i.e. publicly so that all can see, then he will receive all the blessings enumerated
in the posukim. For there are Jews who perform mitzvos privately - only within the confines of their own home - but
are ashamed to practice their religion in the street, before the eyes of the world. The Torah is telling us that acting in
this manner is not conducive to blessing.”

R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik ZT”L (Bais Halevi) would say:

“When you are angry at someone and scream or speak against him, you can never tell the harm that you may be
causing him. You might want him to suffer a little, but it is impossible to know the extent of pain you will actually
cause. The person you are screaming at might be sensitive and your shouting may cause him much more suffering than
you intended. When you speak against someone, you might cause him to lose his means of livelihood, or someone who
would be a suitable wife might not agree to marry him. Choose your words carefully for words can be very damaging.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Don’t worry about the annoying people in your past. There’s %gzason the%; didn’t make it to your future!”
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Ten years after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, which took place three days after reading Parshas Ki Savo,

it is fitting to relate a story, as told over by Chief Rabbi Yisroel Meir Lau Shlit’a. He recalls visiting a local synagogue
situated on the Lower East Side of New York city, just a few short blocks from where the World Trade Center had stood. At
one time, this was almost an entirely Jewish neighborhood, with shuls, yeshivos and Jewish business establishments
canvassing the entire area, allowing for a thriving congregation in this particular synagogue. Today, however, following the
population shift to other neighborhoods in New York, New Jersey and beyond, very few Jewish residents remain in this
neighborhood and the shul fell into disuse. For a number of years, permanent minyanim were not held, even on Shabbos.

The synagogue did have one advantage, though. Built close to the business center of the world, many Jews who worked in
nearby office buildings, including the Twin Towers, would go to the synagogue to pray during the week. They would arrive
early in the morning and use the small sanctuary to conduct an early-morning minyan and pray meaningfully, without the
need to rush through their prayers. The shul even retained a formal rabbi. Of course, due to the transient nature of the
community, the rabbi had very few responsibilities. For a long time, the rabbi had no opportunity to conduct a bris mila, bar
mitzvah, or wedding; nor had he spoken before the congregation, or given Torah classes of any kind. The synagogue, which
grew increasingly empty - aside from the morning minyan - might have seemed as if there was no further need for it at all.

One morning, a regular of the morning minyan addressed his fellow congregants. “For a number of years we have been
praying in this synagogue. The rabbi comes each day; let’s show him a little respect and allow him to give a shiur (lecture)
after davening. It’s the least we can do to show our gratitude. If it works, we can establish a class on a regular basis.”

Some of those present were excited at the idea of being able to go to work after hearing the rabbi’s Torah wisdom.
Others, were not enthused, thinking, “I can’t come late to work. I must hurry to my office to meet my urgent obligations.”

Eventually, most of the people remained to hear the rabbi’s speech. The rabbi was at first surprised by the request, but
he quickly warmed to the idea. He didn’t need much preparation; just an audience willing to listen.

After davening, he stood up at the front podium and began to speak in a low, wavering voice, as though he were testing
whether the walls of the shul were able to absorb Torah lessons after all these years. Gradually, his confidence began to
build, and so did the volume. His face lit up with excitement as he launched into a full recital of the history of the
synagogue, recalling those former days of glory when the shul was full from the Aron Kodesh to the back row. He spoke
for quite some time - and this was just the introduction! Those present had not exactly planned to hear a “Shabbos
HaGadol Drasha,” but the rabbi poured out his passion with every word he spoke increasing the tempo even further.

Notwithstanding the rabbi’s enthusiasm, everyone in the small sanctuary was waiting to begin the day’s work. The
sermon carried on longer and longer, and eventually some of the listeners grew visibly restless; a few began peeking into
their “palm pilots” to check on their scheduled meetings for the day. However, no one dared to leave the synagogue. Their
concern arose out of derech eretz, a desire to show respect for the rabbi and his Torah lesson. They couldn’t just walk out
in the middle, or worse, ask him to stop! Meanwhile, the rabbi continued on and on, his fiery words shaking the old shul’s
foundation. Simultaneously, though, other events were transpiring that were shaking the foundation of the world.

When the rabbi finally concluded, the congregation thanked him and quickly ran outside, each person hurrying off to his
office. Not one, though, succeeded in reaching his workplace. For while the rabbi was speaking, two forces of evil in the
guise of jet-liners tore into the Twin Towers, sweeping away the pride of America in a horror of blood, fire, and columns of
smoke. Those who preferred being late to work rather than offending the rabbi were rewarded immediately. If even one of
them had chosen to leave before the end of the sermon, he would have been required to hear a sermon of a different sort - the
one up in the Heavenly Court!
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Swm: Two paupers were wandering from place to place
looking for a bite to eat. They arrived at an inn belonging to
a wealthy man and were told to sit down. One pauper said
to the other, “Should we ask the man to give us some
food?” The second pauper said no and told him to wait.
After a while, the first pauper again wanted to ask for a
bite to eat, but the second pauper told him to remain still.
Just then, a group of merchants arrived at the inn and
demanded to be served a meal. The innkeeper brought out a
sumptuous feast, replete with aromatic dishes and wine

aplenty. The men ate and drank to their hearts content.

Now, the first pauper became insistent. “We must also ask
to be served a meal. Why are we just sitting here?”’

“You will see the difference between us and the merchants
very shortly,” replied the second, more experienced, pauper.

When the merchants finished eating, the innkeeper handily
presented them with a bill, which they paid in full. At this
point, the wealthy innkeeper now turned to the paupers and
graciously invited them to join him at the table for a full meal.
5’072: The Dubno Malggid ZT”’L explains that some people
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The viduy of Bikkurim contains almost an entire recital of
the exile, slavery and ultimate redemption of the Jewish
people from Egyptian servitude. Although this is a daily
commandment - to remember the exodus and its wondrous
miracles - why is it specifically attributed to the mirzvah of
bikkurim; its recital is a requirement during its performance?
R’ Avraham Orenstein ZT”’L (Divrei Avraham -
Talmid of the Chasam Sofer) explains that when Hashem
revealed the nature of Golus Mitzrayim to Avraham Avinu
during the ©9n2an pa m3, He informed him then that his
descendants will be “strangers in a land not their own,
they will be forced into slavery and oppressed for four
hundred years.” Only after this time, was it revealed that,
“the fourth generation will return here (to Eretz Yisroel).”
Accordingly, the condition of return to the Holy Land was
only after a period of four hundred years of slavery, and the
Land of Israel will not be rightfully entrusted to Bnei
Yisroel until this time is complete. As a result, the mitzvah
of bikkurim, a mitzvah that can only be performed with the
fruits of Eretz Yisroel after it is in the possession of the
Jewish people, will never be able to be done, since the
condition upon which it is predicated was never kept.
However, as many commentators annotate, the 210
years of actual physical labor were in fact the equivalent of
the destined 400 years, due to the fact that the explosive
multiplication of Bnei Yisroel during this period and thus
the overwhelming amount of labor that was performed,
coupled with the harshness of the slavery, was what filled
out the prescribed amount. When a Jew brings his fruit for
bikkurim, he must first denote what had occurred to his
ancestors in Egypt, i.e. the bitterness, the exile, etc., in
order to “prove” that indeed the Land of Israel is rightfully
Jewish, and thus, these fruits are rightfully his to bring.
EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

TOPAH GEMS

R AT

T OO IO R M o Ty Ry
(M-5) N9 TR 71 7 TP K700 TIown

Ramban writes that the Tochacha in Sefer Vayikra relates
to the short exile which followed the destruction of the first
Bais Hamikdash, while in our parsha, it describes the longer
exile that has followed the destruction of the Second Temple.

R’ Moshe Avigdor Amiel ZT”L explains: There are two
circumstances in which a beis din may impose the penalty of
makkos (lashes):If a person violates negative commandments,
and if a person refuses to perform positive commandments,
i.e. refusing to wear tefillin. What is the difference between
these two types of makkos? One who transgresses a negative
commandment always gets 39 lashes, while a person who
refuses to perform a mitzvah is whipped until he gives up his
obstinacy. Similarly, when the 39 lashes are administered to a
sinner, each lash brings him closer to atonement, whereas one
who is whipped for refusing to do a mitzvah, the more lashes
he gets, the more angry Hashem becomes with him, for he
remains obstinate in the face of punishment.

The first Bais Hamikdash was destroyed because the
Jewish people transgressed three commandments: Idolatry,
adultery and murder. But that punishment was finite. Just as
each makkah brings a sinner closer to atonement, so too each
curse brought the generation of the first exile closer to
forgiveness until, after 70 years, they returned to the Land.

The second Bais Hamikdash was destroyed because of
o MY - unwarranted hatred. In essence, the Jewish people
refused to perform the commandment of “You shall love your
fellow as yourself.” For such a refusal, the lashing is not
finite; it continues until the obstinate person(s) repents or until
he expires. This is why the Tochachah says: “All these curses
will come upon you and pursue you and overtake you until
you are destroyed.” We, in our exile, must learn to love our
fellow Jew in order to stop the incessant lashes - the golus!
This is what we must reflect upon as the Tochachah is read.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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There is an nteresting phenomenon in Judaism. When a Jew wishes to forge a relationship with another human being,
the “secret formula” is to give - not to take. The more you give another person - the more you will love that person. This

idea can be seen clearly in the relationship between parents and children. Logically, one might think that children should
love their parents more; after all, they are the constant recipients of their parents’ kindness. However, we know this not to be
true. In fact, parents love their children more - and the reason is because they are constantly GIVING to them.

In our relationship with Hashem, however, the opposite is true. In order to become close to Hashem, it is not necessary
for us to give, because in essence there is nothing that we can give Him. Rather we are commanded - "nnp5" - to take! Yes
to take! By taking all the good that Hashem gives us, we form a relationship with Him! But there is a catch. If we simply
take, without acknowledging and appreciating all the good, our relationship will be a shallow one - not on Hashem’s part
but on our part! The more we appreciate and thank Hashem - the more we will love him and become close to Him.

In these weeks before Rosh Hashana, we are all searching for ways to do Teshuva - to return to Hashem, to become close to
Hashem. One of the greatest ways to accomplish this is through Hakaras Hatov, appreciating and thanking Hashem for every
kindness, big and small, that He does for us. In this way, we will be able to reach our goal of "nnpbY" - taking from Hashem - as
the posuk states: "PpoN N Y 1 WX VN Y92 NN’ - “And you shall rejoice in all the good Hashem has given you.”




