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  Yaakov’s dream about the angels ascending/descending on the
ladder is explained in the Zohar and Nefesh Hachaim as referring
to the angels created by our words of tefillah, climbing up to
Hashem and bringing down the appropriate blessings. One should
keep this thought in mind to arouse inspirational prayer.
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.

Shofar / Lulav / Bris Milah / Hallel.  The Gemara (1)

learns from posukim that these four mitzvos must be done by

day. Therefore, Alos Hashachar (as discussed last week) is

their starting point. Chazal were worried that certain people

would not know how to identify Alos, so they decreed that

no one is allowed to perform these mitzvos until sunrise when

there is a visibly clear sign that all can identify. Even if

people have watches and calendars and there is no chance of

a mix-up, this decree remains in effect. This is quite relevant

during Chol Hamoed Sukkos (especially on Hoshana Raba)

when some people go to work and would like to take Lulav

and Esrog and say Hallel as early as possible. They must

wait till sunrise unless there are compelling circumstances to

fulfill these mitzvos beforehand. If a person wrongly did

these mitzvos between Alos and sunrise, he has nevertheless

fulfilled the mitzvos and need not repeat them.

Birchas Hashachar: Morning Berachos and Korbonos. 

  The 21 morning berachos (including Birchas Hatorah)

can be said even before daybreak even though it is still

night. Some poskim hold that for the beracha of i,ubv"
"vbhc hufak - “He gives the heart/rooster understanding,”

one should wait until Alos (2). Therefore, one who gets up

early to learn or say Selichos, must say Birchas Hatorah and

preferably the 2-3 berachos preceding them. One can also

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

say the next sections (Akeidah, etc.) up to and including the

parsha of Terumas Hadeshen. The rest of the korbonos are

said after Alos which is the time that the actual korbonos

were being sacrificed when we had the Beis Hamikdosh (3). 

Misheyakir. Before proceeding with the laws of the earliest

times for Krias Shema, Tzitzis, and Tefillin, we must explain

the next time line called “Misheyakir” - the time one can

recognize a semi-familiar person from 4 Amos (approx. 7

feet) away. The significance of this time is that the light of

the new day is now usable. Many poskim have conducted

their own experiments to get an exact time in minutes for

Misheyakir. Many have narrowed it down to 50 minutes

before sunrise and that has become a widespread custom.

(One of the widely used calendars lists it as 45 minutes)

Tzitzis, Tallis. By the mitzvah of Tzitzis, it says: “You shall

see the Tzitzis and remember all of the mitzvos of Hashem.”

(4) The Shulchan Aruch writes that the minimal sight of

Alos is sufficient, however, Ashkenazim who follow the

Rem”a are required to wait until Misheyakir. If one made

the beracha earlier than that, he would not have to repeat it,

and if one would be in a situation where he cannot make the

beracha any later, he may say it right after Alos (5).

ohrzuj obht ohehsmva (:cbe ,ca) tmn, vbvu 'vrum cajb vhvha
urnt vzku 'wufu hbjur vagba sg ovka rnujv uffz hf rpg ,uhvk
oadv ekj hf 'ohhj ohtreb i,,hnc ohehsmva '(j"h ,ufrc) k"z
'oh,n ohhure ovhhjc ohgarvu 'ohhjv kt xjhh,nv hbjur vagb
onusv kt xjhh,nv .rt vagbu oad,b ovca hbjurv oda smk

" urnutc oznr ukt ,ushn wcu  /,n tuva,tu ohnav ,t'".rtv 
 ov hrv ufz ot 'lrsv vz kgohrcjnkt ovca oadv ekj 

ovca ,uhbjurv ekj ohfpvn ov hrv 'ufz tk otu 'ohnav
'.rtv ,tu urnut tuvu 'rnuj vrumv vagbu .rtv ,bhjck

ohrcjna/k"fg/".rtv kt ovca hbjurv ekj 
'u,nab kt urcjk 'upud ,t od onurk 'ostv ,rhmh ,hkf,u   
upud od kfuh 'tuck sh,gk vhj,k ouehaf ztu 'hnhna ukuf vhvha

 wg) /,uhvk ohsh,gv ohhbjurv ohdubg,vn ,ubvhk lfuznvwv lrs'
,t ,rrugna ',hbjurv vru,c vghdhvu kngv h"g ,tzu /(ws 'wt
'uhkg ,ykuau upud kg ,rcd,n vzcu 'rut vc vphxunu 'u,nab

v hrcsfuk"jnr,khxn" ;uxc xpsunv) ohhj .g lrs urpxc 
u,nabc rht, rat thv rut 'vru,c ostv euxgh ratfu" ("ohrah

/upud od  onur,h lfcu '"wufu
    ) "hbhx" thrynhd "okx"a ';hxuvk raptuohruyv kgcubhhvu '(

/"vnhnav ghdh"u 'ostv onur,h 'hbhxc vb,hba vru, ka vkng h"ga   

     n wg) oharpnv ohrtcj"vpb'ostk znur okuxva  '(y"h wt 
;udva 'vz ,t vz ohr,uxv ohekj hba 'vnabu ;udn cfruna
a"nfu 'jurv kt ,faun ,hbjurv vnabvu 'rnujv kt laun hrnujv
,nab uhptc jphu 'vnstv in rpg ostv ,t oheukt wv rmhhu"
;t hf 'ostv kg snkn "vmrt cmn" iuakc j,upv euxpvu /"ohhj
rucg 'ukfa ubhhv vnabv ekjc an,anu ';udv uc ykua u,khj,ca
'onur,vk u,kufhc ,tz kfc /hrnuj - "vmrt cmn" tuvu ;udv
lrumk eru lt uhvh rnujv hbhbg kfau 'upud kg u,nab ,t yhkavku

/"vnhnav ghdn" ,bhjcc vhvha sg upud lfszhu vnabv
h"gu 'upud kg u,nab ,t yhkavk otv 'vrhjc ostk i,hb vbvu    
kg upud ,t yhkavk 'lphvk ut 'hnhna vhvhu onur,h upud od lf
hukhnk ukfac od an,anu 'uh,uut, rjt lkuva h"g 'u,nab

v hrcsfu /,hrnuj vaghu 'u,nab ,t od khpah vzcu 'uh,uut,rut
ohhjvkg vkuf varpv zunr, sug :(wt wt ,hatrc) c,fa wev 

',hatrc 'lrsv vz kg 'vthrcv ,hkf, rehg tuv hf 'ostv ,thrc
'ohnav ,ch,c zunrv ,uhbjurv ruenn utrc 'ostv ,t wv trcaf
k"z ubh,ucr uznra tmn,u '.rtv ,ch,c zunrv ,uhnadv ruennu
ohnav kt treh" :(s b ohkv,) cu,fv rnta vnc (:tm ihrsvbx)
w,h ubumru '.rtvn hubcv ;udv tuv ".rtv ktu" 'jurv tuva "kgn
sg ;udv tuva rnujv lpvk omg,h ostv vagn hsh kga tuv vzc
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                     d:jh j"ut (5) yk:uy rcsnc (4) oa (3) dh:zn j"ut (2) :f vkhdn (1)
            

R’ Meir Premishlaner ZT”L would say:

    “A dream tells alot about the person doing the dreaming. It often uncovers the hidden thoughts buried

within a person. Thus, Yaakov Avinu dreamed about a ladder that reached into the Heavens and he literally

saw ‘Hashem standing upon it.’ This was what was on his mind during the day. Pharaoh, on the other hand,

dreamt about seven fat cows and seven skinny cows .....!

R’ Nosson Shapiro ZT”L (Toras Nosson) would say:

    “When Leah’s fourth child, Yehudah, was born, she gave special thanks to Hashem for giving her more

than her share (Rashi). If one takes the first letter of each of Leah’s first four children - tr 'icua 'iugnk 'huhvsuv
- and the second letter as well, from Reuven the firstborn (ohba hp kyub rufc), it spells out kwtwrwawh. By taking

more than her share, Leah was in truth, the mother of a controlling majority of Bnei Yisroel.”

A Wise Man would say:
   “You can make more friends in two months by becoming interested in other people than you can in two

years by trying to get other people interested in you.”
MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS SHMUEL HEINEMAN ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON, BORUCH h"b
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    When the Mahara”l was a young bochur of fifteen, he was engaged to be married to the daughter of one of

the wealthiest men in the land, R’ Shmelke Reich. He was young, though, and his future father-in-law wanted

him to continue learning in the prestigious yeshivah of the Maharsha”l until he turned eighteen. Unfortunately,

during that time, R’ Shmelke lost his entire fortune and was left with nothing to offer his future son-in-law. 

    He wrote a letter to the young chasan and explained the situation. “I understand if you wish to terminate

the shidduch. Now that you are eighteen years old, you are free to pursue any shidduch that you please.”

    The Mahara”l received this letter and was saddened by it. Immediately, he wrote back, “My dear

father-in-law, I have no intention of going back on this shidduch and I intend to marry your daughter when

the time is right and things become more financially stable. However, if she feels that she does not want to

marry me, I totally understand and release her from the shidduch!” Back and forth this went and in the

meantime, the chasan remained in the yeshivah and continued his studies full time. 

    The situation remained unchanged for a full ten years. The Mahara”l was offered many proposals but he

turned them all down and continued to wait. He was one of the oldest bochurim in yeshivah and was even

referred to by the other students as “R’ Leib Bochur”. Meanwhile, his kallah, the daughter of the once rich

and respected Reich family, decided that she must do her part to support her poverty-stricken parents and

opened up a small bakery from which she eked out a meager livelihood. She, too, refused any other marriage

proposal and placed her trust in the Almighty that He will enable her to marry her “basherter.”

    Ten long years passed thus, and war broke out in the surrounding provinces. Marauding soldiers would

frequently pass through local towns wreaking havoc on the citizens and people stayed off the streets when

they would ride through. One day, a lone horseman was riding past the tiny bakery belonging to the Reich

family and smelling the scent of fresh bread wafting through the air, stuck out his sword and speared a freshly

baked loaf that was cooling near the door to the shop. He continued riding, enjoying his “catch” until he

realized that a young woman was chasing after him, arms waving frantically. He slowed his horse and turned

around to face her as she began crying and pleading with him. “Please, your honor, I am a poor woman who

must sell these loaves of bread to support my family. I beg of you not to take this bread without paying for it

as it will cause me, and my family, a great loss if I do not sell it.”

    The haughty knight softened a bit at her words, but still shrugged, “I have no money to pay you for this

bread.” Then, he reached down and pulled out an old leather saddle. “Here, I have an extra saddle. Take this

in lieu of payment.” He laughed at his joke and threw the saddle down at her feet. Then he rode off.

     She bent down to pick up the saddle and noticed a tear in the leather. She stuck her hand in and to her

amazement, pulled out a fistful of gold coins. She ran to tell her father and he, in turn, sent off a letter to the

Mahara”l stating that Hashem had provided for them and had let them know that the time was right to

complete the shidduch. 
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                llllggggxxxxaaaa    `̀̀̀lllldddd    iiiillll    zzzziiiiyyyyrrrr    zzzz`̀̀̀ffff    ddddnnnn
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    Lavan is referred to in the Torah as "hnrtv ick" -
which translates to a whole host of adjectives: cheater,

swindler, deceitful, rogue, fraudulent, phony. While

it is true that each and every one of these adjectives

applies directly to Lavan, why then didn’t the Torah

simply call him "garv ick" - “Lavan the wicked,”

like we find by Esav, Pharaoh, Bilaam and Haman?

What is the extra implication of “Arami” in Lavan’s

title, that is not found in the others? Furthermore,

why isn’t the posuk clearer in its classification and

simply call him "htnrv ick" - which leaves no doubt

as to the liar and cheater that Lavan was?

    R’ Sholom Schwadron ZT”L gives a remarkable

insight. ,ugar - wickedness, is a defining characteris-

tic of the motley crew mentioned above for evil

towards others was what fueled them. ,utnr - deceit,

is likewise a defining trait but it implies an inner

deceit, a treachery to one’s own being and betrayal to

those held very dear. How else could Lavan have

arranged a beautiful wedding night (with other

people’s money) for his treasured daughter Rochel

and then at the last minute, dash her hopes and

happiness by switching the bride for her sister, Leah?

Can we even imagine another individual stooping so

low as to literally cheat himself and his family, even

if he was evil and malicious towards others? Is there

a person in history who was so rotten to the core of

his very fiber? The word "htnr" - “liar” is too good

for Lavan; Esav and Bilaam were also liars. No.

Lavan was an "hnrt" - a character who used others,

who swindled his own flesh and blood for his

personal gain, a rogue to the very core for he was not

only evil towards others, he even cheated himself! 

                ddddlllliiiillllaaaa    ggggxxxxwwwweeee    aaaaxxxxgggg    iiiippppllllkkkk`̀̀̀    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa    iiiizzzziiiiiiiidddd        
    ddddppppyyyy    mmmmiiiixxxxyyyyrrrr    ............iiiippppiiiirrrrnnnn    iiiizzzzppppyyyy    cccccccczzzzeeee((((nnnn----`̀̀̀llll))))    

  For twenty years, Yaakov Avinu shepherded the

flocks of sheep belonging to Lavan. Honest and

devoted to a fault, Yaakov could easily declare that

he never lost an animal nor was one ever stolen,

injured or miscarried. He withheld himself from sleep

and accepted unfair wages just to perform his job

faithfully, even under extreme outdoor conditions:

“By day heat consumed me and frost by night.” 

Yaakov’s words are consistent with the words of the

gemara (/k ,ucu,f) which teaches: .uj ohna hshc kfv"
"ohjpu ohbhmn - “All is Heavenly-directed (except

illness) through cold or heat.” 

   After he was released from a Siberian prison, where

he was sentenced to five years of hard labor, R’

Yechezkel Abramsky ZT”L would often relate the

following: “Every morning, in temperatures that often

plummeted to 40 degrees below zero, we were forced

to take off our shoes and run barefoot in the snow.

From this torture alone, men fell like flies. I looked

toward Heaven and cried, ‘Master of the Universe,

You have taught us that, ‘All is Heavenly-directed

except cold and heat.’ Cold and heat are in man’s

own hands since man can guard himself from the

elements by donning a coat or removing a sweater.

This reason, however, no longer applies to me, for

my captors not only fail to provide me with clothes,

but force me to remove whatever I am wearing. My

obligation to guard my health, therefore, returns to

You. Please protect me, Hashem, for I trust in You!” 

   R’ Yechezkel concluded: “As a child, my mother

always bundled me up warmly due to my frailty and

yet, while in the midst of that Siberian cold, I never

once took sick or even caught a cold.”

llllyyyynnnn: When a close relative of R’ Akiva Eiger ZT”L
got married, the family celebrated Shabbos Sheva
Berachos together in a catering hall where they ate
the meals. On Friday night, as R’ Akiva Eiger was
being escorted into the bright and festive hall, he
commented to the person next to him, “Why is it so
dark in here? How can anyone see anything in here?”
    The people around him were surprised. In fact, the
hall was extremely bright and well-lit with radiant
candles throughout. They couldn’t understand why
the Rov would think it was dark. 
  One man, though, decided to find out. He found the
owner of the catering hall and inquired about the

lighting. Instantly, the man turned red and blurted out
the story. A few minutes after shekiah, the candles
had gone out in the hall and he panicked. Not finding
a goy to relight them, when no one was looking, he
relit the candles himself, on Shabbos. He felt terrible.
    Now the man understood. R’ Akiva Eiger’s eyes
were so pure that they couldn’t physically see light
that was derived from an impure source.    
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The posuk tells us that Leah’s eyes were
“weak” from crying. Just the thought that she may be
forced to marry a wicked man like Esav caused her to
grieve and cry incessantly, to the point that even her
eyes became soft and weakened.  
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    ((((`̀̀̀iiii----hhhhkkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    jjjjaaaaiiiieeee    eeeellllwwww    zzzz`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀yyyyiiiieeee    llllggggxxxxllll    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    wwwwyyyyiiiieeee
     The moment Yaakov saw Rochel for the first time, he burst into tears. Rashi tells us that he cried out of

embarrassment; when Eliezer the servant of Avrohom, came to this same well years earlier and saw Rivkah,

he brought with him gifts of gold and silver jewelry. But Yaakov had nothing with which to give Rochel,

since all his earthly possessions were stolen from him by his brother Esav’s son, Elifaz. It caused him great

consternation not to be able to provide, or even bring a gift, for his future betrothed, and for this he wept.

    It was well-known that the famous Mahara”l of Prague, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L went to great lengths

to ensure that any husband and wife experiencing marital problems would not, G-d-forbid, get divorced. When

a young couple was once struggling under a terrible financial burden, R’ Yehudah did all that he could to help

them out of their woes. He told his son-in-law, R’ Yitzchok Katz ZT”L, why this meant so much to him. 


