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look into when pursuing a shidduch. The Shulchan Aruch
says that one should always try to marry a “bas Talmid
Chacham” - the daughter of a Torah scholar. The Gemara
tells us that when you look into a prospective girl you should
look into her brothers (>p 2"2). R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky z¢t”’l

is reported to have said that this no longer applies, as it was
said in a time when girls stayed at home and that was their
primary sphere of influence. Today, though, a girl will be
influenced by a much broader sphere and her brothers are not
as strong of indicators. The father’s brother is not an issue.

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"B919 125 N o’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (66)
Learning Dikduk (Hebrew Grammar). Last week we started
the topic of the importance of leaming basic Dikduk for the
proper pronunciation of Tefillos, Berachos, Krias HaTorah, Krias
Megillah, Shnayim Mikra, etc. We concluded with a question
whether improper Dikduk pronunciation can ever invalidate a
mitzvah such as Krias Shma, Krias HaTorah or Megillah. To
understand this we need to explain some basic laws (which can
definitely improve a person’s davening.) There are three main
Dikduk sections that go into a word (not every word has all three):
1) "np»": This refers to the concept of “vowelling.”

2) "N N n X" When to use the “silent” Shva and when to
use the “moving” (sounded) Shva.

3) "»yom y 1" When to pronounce a word with stress on the
last syllable "y721" (such as the word “fulfill”’) and when to
place the stress on an earlier syllable "»y51" (such as the word
“hammer”). In all three areas, we differentiate between
where the incorrect Dikduk alters the meaning of the word
and where it does not change the meaning. This is not
complicated and even a beginner can understand it easily.

"n"": Vowelling. Sometimes a mistaken vowel will not change

the meaning of a word even though there are sophisticated

Dikduk reasons for that pronunciation. For example in Megillas
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Esther (5:7) where it says, "wNm' and one reads, "NmY', the
meaning is not changed and he is x¥v. However, if he read (Esther
7:8) ">9y" - “fell” (past tense) instead of 59" (present tense), the
meaning has been changed and for Krias HaTorah he would not
be nyv. For Megillas Esther (which is also calles Iggeres and not
just a Sefer) there are two opinions in Shulchan Aruch () if one is
nyv, The Biur Halacha () rules that one must read over the
Megillah for such a mistake but since there are two opinions, one
should read it over without a new beracha, even if he was non
T (took his mind off of it). The Aruch Hashulchan rules that
if one finished the Megillah he does not have to read it over 3).

"N N ) Xw': The Silent and Moving (Sounded) Shva. In
Krias Shema, we say the word "7m2va". The Shva under the third
letter is silent (b’shiv) while the Shva under the fourth letter is
sounded (ticha). The correct pronuciation is “b’shivticha.”
Some siddurim help the reader know when it is a sounded Shva
by adding a flat line over that letter. Even though most times
using the wrong Shva does not change the meaning of the word,
there are a few cases when it does. Like the word "n27)" (in the
Mussaf of Shabbos which is on Rosh Chodesh), if one says the
third letter "3 with a sounded Shva, it means “it was destroyed.”
However, if one says it with a silent Shva, it means a command
“Go destroy” (which we wouldn’t want to say in our 7efillos).

—] NN T 9_ bo 'R
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Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan z¢”’l (The Aryeh Kaplan Reader) would say:
“N92 MDY WwN N’ - In the days prior to Moshiach, who will soon redeem the world, including the blemished

S9N OV (3) OV (2) P890 NN YWY (1)

quality of Daas (knowledge), and the posuk of Yeshaya (11:9), “The world will be filled with the knowledge of the L-rd,
as the waters cover the sea,” will be fulfilled, every Jew has his own opportunity to make amends for the initial misdeed
of the first man - Eitz HaDaas. This correction can best be carried out when all Jews fully observe the commandment
on Purim to ‘drink’ (»02%) until one does not ‘know’ (y7) the difference between ‘blessed is Mordechai and cursed is
Haman’ and to celebrate this joyous and important holiday by drinking in a proper and holy manner.”

R’ Menachem Mendel M’Vorka would say:

“NNY TN TV Y W' - ‘Pure olive oil crushed for the light.” When one speaks crushing
words of rebuke, it must be with the sole purpose of enlightening, illuminating and and
uplifting one’s fellow Jew. Never, G-d forbid, to humiliate and break him.”
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R’ Chaim Tirrer of Chernowitz zt”l (Be’er Mayim Chaim) would say:
“PRN N 9% 120 HY IRIW M VAV NX YINN XYY - Aharon was the ‘heart’ of the Jewish
people; he profoundly felt their sorrows and their suffering. Deeply empathetic and | Sxagm s g1 334 47

compassionate, he prayed ‘before Hashem continually’ that their anguish be relieved.” 47K SRS DY

Printed By: Mailway Services, Mazel Tovto Menachem Mendel Schachter on his Bar BRI oK DRPI 47411 375

Serving Mosdosand Businesses Mitzvah and to the entire Zafir & Schachterfamilies. [T D#*$9%* 9787 yarii o 4 Aivan|
Worldwide Since 1980 May he grow inTorah & Yiras Shamaylm andbea DT 91983 119198 IITDLI RiTsT * 99X

(1-888-Mailway) source of nachas to his entire family & Klal Yisroel Dedicated by Eli & Gitty Katz and family




0239 120 .... SNAR YD
(7-m3) “131 B3 AN PN TR 5NN AND 5N 23RN TI2 NN IS PN
The kiruv movement has been an unquestioned blessing. Thousands of enthusiastic seekers have joined our
communities, bringing with them a spirit of renewal and inspiration that challenges our rote performance and frozen
spirituality. When Hashem tells Moshe, “Aharon and his sons shall you draw near ... and cleanse them with water,” this
is an allusion to the myriad holy and beautiful souls who are wandering around the world, souls which require a Moshe
Rabbeinu, a teacher, to bring them back, guide them and purify them, preparing them for a life of Avodas Hashem.

Sasha (not his real name) immigrated with his mother to America while his father, for the time being, remained in
Russia. Sasha was enrolled in Sinai Academy and quickly developed a love for Torah and mitzvos. When Sasha’s father
sent word that he would soon be arriving in the States, the boy’s mother told him, “Your father does not want you to be
religious. I think that, at least for now, you should ease up on your excitement about religion and your eagerness to observe
the commandments. Otherwise, your father might take you out of the Yeshivah and enroll you in public school.”

Soon after the father arrived, he decided that it would be good for the family to become acquainted with the American
landscape. To this end, he planned a family trip to Virginia. It would be a two-day trip, beginning on Erev Shavuos and
ending on the second day of Shavuos, which that year was also Shabbos. Sasha’s rebbi in school arranged for him to meet
with R” Yisroel Belsky z#7 to find out how he should proceed. R* Belsky felt that there was no way he could not go on
the trip, for this would surely enrage the father, and the consequences could be devastating. R” Belsky sat with the boy for
a long time, working out with him how to best deal with every aspect of the trip from a halachic standpoint. For example,
R’ Belsky told him how to enter a car and which foods he was permitted to eat. When they had reviewed every detail of
the trip, R’ Belsky conferred his beracha that the trip should go well and that he should be saved from transgression.

Sasha’s father called a car service to take them to the Greyhound bus for the trip to Virginia. But even before they could
start out, the car service had a flat tire. Sasha’s father turned to him and said, “Your Shabbos did this.” They called for
another car and made it to the bus on time. However, not long after the bus began the journey, the transmission suddenly
and inexplicably failed. They were stranded on the road for hours until another bus could take them further. They arrived
in Virginia shortly before sunset. Then the tour leader announced that the truck carrying their food had broken down and
would not be arriving for some time. “But don’t worry, you’ll be reimbursed,” he assured the bewildered tourists. In the
meantime, all they had available were fruits and vegetables - all that Sasha had been planning to eat anyway!

The next day it rained the entire day, and all activities were canceled. Sasha returned home after Shavuos very relieved,
while his father was very distraught. However, the man was honest enough to realize that all the mishaps related to their trip
were not coincidental. He knew that his son had not wanted to go on the trip because it interfered with his observance of
Shabbos and Yom Tov. Now, he was curious. What is Shabbos all about? Sasha normally walked from his home in Bay Ridge
to Boro Park to spend part of Shabbos with his rabbi, a walk of some two miles. Sasha’s father decided to follow his son on
foot to his rebbi’s shul to see what Shabbos was about. The rebbi was shocked when his father waked in but quickly recovered.
He handed the man a Chumash in Russian. He flipped the sefer open at random and stared in shock at the posuk before him:
“For a period of six days, work may be done, but the seventh day shall be holy for you, a day of complete rest for Hashem...”

That Shabbos marked a turning point for the entire family. No longer was Sasha’s father resistant to Torah and mitzvos.
He and his wife became baalei teshuvah. Sasha eventually studied under R’ Tzvi Kaplan shlit’a in one of Eretz Yisroel’s
premier yeshivos, and has remained there following his marriage. Today, he and his devoted wife are the proud parents of
three children who are growing up in a Torah-true home. Sasha says, “If not for my yeshivah, who knows where I would
be today.” And to top it all off, his father has provided him with finangial support all his years in kolel.
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Swm: A man once came to the Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yitzchok
Meir Alter z¢”’l (Chiddushei HaRim) and explained that
his daughter was in shidduchim for quite some time, and
only recently, a shidduch was mentioned that seemed right
for her. The boy was a Torah scholar who contained
sterling qualities and middos. There was just one concern
and it was a big one: the boy’s father has a brother who
became a Maskil and is not religious. The man asked the
Rebbe, “Should I agree to this shidduch or not?”

The Chiddushei HaRim sat in his study and stroked his
beard pensively. Then, he said, “When the Torah mentions

the stones of the Choshen Hamishpat that was worn by
Aharon Hakohen, it describes them line by line. The third
line contains three stones called, 'noNNIAIV DV

The Rebbe continued, “These names contain allusions on
many different levels. The Sages tell us that we can learn
out deep and important concepts from every word of the
Torah. So, we may say here as follows: "aw DWY' - in other
words, check out his name - the name of the Mechutan - and
make sure he is a fine person. However, 'nnd N’ - why must
you be so concerned with the man’s brother?”’
Sr3: There are a number of prerequisites that one should
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After the wonderful and glorious story of Purim, and the hidden miracles that resulted in the salvation of the Jewish
people, the final posuk in Megillas Esther reads: “For Mordechai the Jew was viceroy to King Achashvrosh, and great
among the Jews and accepted by most of his brethren, seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all their seed.”
The Ibn Ezra makes two interesting comments on this posuk. The first is that Mordechai found favor with the “majority
of his brothers” since it is impossible for a person to find favor with everyone due to the jealousy that exists. Thereafter, the
Ibn Ezra comments that one of the greatest praises we can give a person is that he speaks softly and with serenity - 927"
"y 995 OV - this means that he was on very good terms with "y v 53" - all of his progeny. Think of all the children and
grandchildren that Mordechai had. Naturally, one would expect that each child grew up with their holy Zaida, but did each
one turn out exactly like Mordechai would have wanted? Children have a tendency to spread their wings. Yet, with the
various types of children and grandchildren in his family, Mordechai made sure to speak in peace - "0Ww 27" - with all his
descendants and have a relationship with each and every one. This is indeed the highest accolade the Megillah can offer him.
My machshava here is that this is a great chinuch lesson for all of us to follow. We try to raise our children with certain
ideals and standards that we hope to see in them as they grow up. But it does not always turn out 100% the way we hoped
or expected. The world is big and scary and children grow in different ways. What is important is for us - parents and
grandparents - to always maintain a peaceful relationship with our offspring, where we can conduct a dialogue of peace and

love - "0Yw 917" - with all of our offspring and enjoy unlimited nachas, simcha and kol tuy always.
DRUSH V’CHID%%SH effects of assimilation and intermarriage! Truly, we ought
(3-12) o 0 I A TON M ONTLN 32 NN TINN O not to join, and surely preserving our heritage necessitates
In the first posuk of Parshas Tetzaveh, Hashem issues a  that we remain separate, yet if one chooses to mingle with
commandment to take pure olive oil for the Menorah oin the nations, is he physically unable to do so?
the Mishkan. The Sages see an additional significance in R’ Boruch Sorotzkin z¢’l explained that in fact, while it
“Taking to you pure olive oil” in that oil and its unique may appear to the eye as if we may have mixed in with the
properties are symbolic of Am Yisroel - the Jewish people.  gentiles, really, we have not. In truth, we are actually

The posuk in Yirmiyahu (30-20) states: 9 N9 Py "
"0V N KW NN - “A beautiful olive tree with goodly fruit
Hashem has called you.” Why is Klal Yisroel compared to
0il? The Medrash explains that just as oil is unable to mix
with other liquids, and when combined, oil will always rise
to the top, likewise, Am Yisroel is by nature separated from
the other nations. They cannot be mixed or intercombined.

Many have questioned this comparison. Oil is
scientifically unable to join other liquids, however, can the
same be said of our nation? If only it were so, and many of
our holy Jewish souls did not fall away to the destructive

incapable of it. In order to secure our future, Hashem
implanted within us a uniqueness which does not allow us
to mix and intermingle with the nations of the world. While
at times it seems that members of Am Yisroel have
completely assimilated, the internal spark of the Jew is there
and when it ignites, his exclusive identity is revealed. Why?
Perhaps in the name of anti-Semitism, but essentially because
we are created of a fabric which cannot join the others.

Let us take pride in our unique identity and may we be
inspired to live up to our exclusive potential as members of
Am Yisroel, Hashem’s chosen nation.

EDITORIAL AND lNSlG%!' 'S
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R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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True avodas Hashem is remembering exactly what Amalek did to us. What did they do? Amalek came from far to attack

the Jewish people in their time of weariness and fatigue. They came with great alacrity and enthusiasm to show the world not to
be afraid of Hashem! Although it was a long and difficult journey, and the world was in awe and trembling from the Jews,
Amalek was not deterred! They came with a passion! Nothing would stop them because they were determined to succeed!
Writes the Shevet Sofer, “Amalek teaches us us how to serve Hashem!” We need to remember Amalek and learn to serve
our "¥v" - Creator, the way Amalek served their "% - Satan! The way they followed their evil inclination is a powerful lesson
for us how to serve Hashem! Amalek caused a great prosecution against the Jewish people! 7772 79 9WN" - they cooled us
down from our enthusiasm to serve Hashem, "7nN ©5wnin 95 72 130" - they cut off all the stragglers from Klal Yisroel. All
those people who just “following the crowd” - who were going through the motions of serving Hashem. Those people were cut
off! The prosecution was against them! If Amalek can serve their Yerzer with so much enthusiasm and zerizus, then shouldn’t
YOU serve Hashem with fire! Amalek caused us to be cold. They took away our fire and this is why we need to remember them.
We must remember Amalek every single day. Because one cannot be a “Shayna un Fayna Yid” just by going through the
motions of Yiddishkeit. Of course, we keep Shabbos we eat kosher and we daven daily. But HOW do we keep Shabbos, eat
kosher and daven? How do we keep all the mitzvos? Do you want to know HOW to do it right? Remember Amalek!
Remember what he did and then you will know how to act towards Hashem! Don’t be a straggler! Stragglers get cut off! Serve
Hashem with passion, with determination and a sense of mission. This is the greatest revenge we can take on our enemies!




