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On Shabbos Hagadol, three thousand three hundred and fifteen years ago,
Bnei Yisroel were commanded to take a young sheep, tie it to a bedpost to be
slaughtered four days later for the Korban Pesach, when it was eaten the night
of the seder. Why was it necessary to prepare the sheep four days in advance?

Mabhari"l Diskin ZT"L writes that immediately after the six days of UET
Ui - plague of darkness, Moshe received the prophecy regarding Udgiéd UET -
plague of the firstborn: "So says Hashem: 'At around midnight I will go out
through Egypt and every firstborn in the land of Egypt will die.” The gemara
(.4 (136g4) explains that this prophecy was conveyed at midnight on the night of
the fourteenth, the night of Erev Pesach. Bnei Yisroel, thus, acquired the sheep
for the Korban Pesach when the Egyptians were unable to see but could still
move about, and the three days during which the Egyptians could not see or
move from their places - the final three days of UG UET - were the 11th-13th
of Nisan. Bnei Yisroel prepared to slaughter the sheep, which the Egyptians
worshiped as a deity, and they circumcised themselves in order to be allowed to
partake of the sacrificial meat. If the Egyptians would come to kill them for
humiliating their deity, the Jews would not have had the physical strength to
resist and defend themselves. Even throngs of blind people assembled in a
zealous rage are dangerous. Thus, Hashem saw to it that their enemies would
be paralyzed for those last three days. Meanwhile, those who feared performing
the circumecision and preparation for the Korban Pesach so as to avoid this
alleged danger, Hashem killed them during the three days of darkness.
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R' Pinchos of Koritz ZT"L would say:

"It took me 21 years to reach the level of truth. Seven years to rid myself of
g+U. Seven years to uncover the meaning of UTa. And seven years to fully
absorb the essence of this meaning!"

A Kind and Humorous Wise Man would say:
"Two things are important to remember: No one needs a smile as much as
he who fails to give one. And seven days without laughter makes one weak!"

R' Yosef Yoizel Horowitz ZT"L (Alter of Novardhok) would say:

"Non-religious people like to consider themselves 'free’ for they have
liberated themselves from religious restrictions. In fact, they are the real slaves.
One who is not disciplined to fulfill the will of the Creator, yet he his ruled
solely by his passions and desires - that is real slavery!"
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Rov alarmed. "How could you do this?" they exclaimed. "In every shul all over
the world, the Rov gives an elaborate Shabbos Hagadol derasha and you are
not even planning on speaking at all?"

R' Tzvi Hirsch may have been young in years but he was intelligent and
capable and not at all affected by their accusatory tone. He looked right at
them and said, "Chazal tell us that ¢fida Ta3+ ¢RoA 3144 16Ugdda iEiadl

14¢ T€UA1U- One asks and gives derashos on the laws of Pesach thirty days
before Pesach. Now, what is meant by ‘One asks and gives derashos"? The
implication is that where people come to ask the Rov questions about the
relevant halachos of the upcoming Yom Tov, the Rov then gives a insightful
sermon to clarify the various issues." R' Tzvi Hirsch sighed a bit and then
continued. "Here, in Mannheim, no one comes to ask any questions in Hilchos
Pesach, or anything for that matter - apparently everyone knows everything -
and thus, halachically, 1 am exempted from the obligation of giving sermons!"
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Chazal teach us that U1 0004 - Modesty, is the optimal mode in which a
person should conduct his lifestyle. When one acts in a loud and overt manner,
he may come to feel elements of arrogance or expect accolades from others for
his good deeds. When one behaves with U30¢d0 in all areas of life and 4vodas
Hashem, he does so for the sake of the mitzva and without fanfare.

The opposite is true with regard to a Ba'al Teshuvah, explains the Rebbe,
R' Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT"L. As we learn by the laws of vessels that
became treif and need to be kashered, "3€130 €€ 401346" - "Just as it was
swallowed so shall it discharged.” Likewise, one who sins in a public manner
must repent for his sin in a public manner. For instance, one who spoke Lashon
Hara in front of a group of people, must ask forgiveness from the person he
spoke against in front of people. Thus, feshuvah is one mitzvah that is not to be
done in a manner of #znius. If so, then how can one do this mitzvah and not
come to feel elements of haughtiness, after all, people will see his actions and
praise him? Thus, the Ba'al Teshuva must go and confess in front of a tzaddik
and as a result he will not feel any arrogance when compared to him.

The 0230T - Leper is 0p AEOAT - displays his bad ways publicly. Thus, the
posuk tells us, "dUgae 144 0936Ta U9l 640 Gag" - "This is the manner of the
metzora (when he sinned) as on the day of purification" - he must do teshuva
publicly. But how then can he avoid feeling arrogant? "Taéa 1a adaad" - "He is
brought to the kohen" - his repentance is only complete before the zaddik.
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The gemara (.4 TéCiid) teaches that a Jew should ask about and hold
discourse regarding the laws of Pesach from thirty days before Yom Tov and on.
Customarily, the Rov in most kehillos will deliver a derasha - discourse, on
Shabbos Hagadol, the Shabbos immediately prior to the Yom Tov of Pesach.
This was in order to allow the communities in small towns and villages, where
no Rov was in residence, to avail themselves of this instruction on the laws of
the upcoming holiday. In the city of Mannheim, Germany, however, entire
months would go by without a single salachic query posed to the Rov, R' Zvi
Hirsch Berlin ZT"L, and even during the thirty days prior to Pesach, very few
if any questions were brought to the Rov.

R' Zvi Hirsch was a new appointee who had taken up his post with great zeal
and enthusiasm. He had prepared himself for any eventuality and had earnestly
reviewed all the pertinent material just in case a member of the congregation
would come to him with a problem. He had no intention of being caught with
his guard down not knowing how to respond to any difficulty. But no one came
and no questions were asked. R' Zvi Hirsch could not believe that in a city the
size of Mannheim, not even one family would not be experiencing some
difficulty that would require his halachic expertise.

Thus, Shabbos Hagadol came that year and R' Zvi Hirsch had not been asked
a single question. The Rov notified the members of the kehilla that he would not
be speaking that Shabbos. The president and other leading members came to the
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