
kftk vhvu ovn hbp h,r,xvu oh,czgu tuvv ouhc uc hpt vrju
 ,urmu ,ucr ,ugr uvtmnu(zh-tk)vr,xvv ,hkf, - 

     drjt hf ',urmv hucr hshk vthcnv vchxv hvn 'cu,fv ubk vkdn itf 'vb
,nrudv vchxv hf vrfv hshk tuch ',ubuanu ,ubua ,urmc ;eun tuva ostv vtrha
,rsgb ucrec vrua ,wwhava vbuntva ubhhv whcrec hvkt iht hf kgw thv ,tz kfk
ekj tuv ktrahn sjt kf hf 'ucrec ,wwhava ihntvk ktrah rc kf kg hf 'ubnn
ch,fsfu 'ucrec ,wwhav ifua 'usdb gaupu tyuj tuv ot odu 'ann kgnn heukt
orud zt 'rcsc ihntn tuv ihtaf kct 'wo,utnuy lu,c o,t ifuavw :(zy 'zy trehu)
ostvaf zt od lt /kwwr uhkg ohehgnv ,urmv kf hshk uthcnv thvu 'vr,xv tuv
',g kfc ung vwwcev rcs ka u,hntk hf ezj,vk uhkg 'ihehgns ihkhcjc ;eun
ka u,hntka ubhhvu 'o,rmc vtur hbhta unf - hbp h,r,xvu vwwsc h"ar arhpsfu
ot hf vz iht lt 'tmnbc ubhta hnf vtrbu unmg rh,xn tuv er 'ung vwwcev rcs
tkn vwwcev hf 'uwwj ,uekt rsgv vhvha lhha tk rcs ka u,hntk hf 'ohbhg ,zhjt
if kgu 'uvcu uvu,k kfv v,hv ,jt gdrk u,uhj ekxn vhv ukhtu 'usucf .rtv kf
u,dvbv ,t ihcn ubht ostva sg unmg rh,xna er 'ung vwwcev hf ezj,vk uhkg

 /uz vdvbv hsh kg ohjnmbv ,ucuyv ,t ,tzf ,gk ihcvk uk rapt htu 'uhfrsu
ubnkug 'vrm ,u,gc vr,xvv ihbgc ov okugc ostv kg ohrcugv ,ubuhxbv cur     
vhvhu 'vb,ht vbuntc rzt,vk ostv lhrm ,tzf ,gku ',ubuhxbvu vr,xvv okug tuv
,kce 'tuv ,tzf ,gk vsucgv 'vcrstu ',wwhav ka uh,usn kg ogr,vkn rhvz
iput ouac ,ubgyc uhkt tuck tk htsuu 'trucv kg xugfk tk u"ju 'vcvtc ohrcsv
vr,xv ka ,ubuhxbc kusdv hauev /rcs oua uk chhujn trucva cuajk tku 'okugca
,urm uf,b vnku vn kg gsuh ubhtu ',wwhav ,t scugv ostv kg ohtc ovaf 'tuv
hcurecw ka ihbgv tuvu 'vbuntv ,ubuhxb vnv ukt kfa ,gsk uhkg ztu 'uatr kg ukt
ostk ,ubuhxbv ukt ub,hb ukht hf 'uka ohcurev hsh kg ase,n trucva waset
scugv vz kct /aushj lf kf vzc iht 'vcvtc ohna ihs uhkg kcen tuvu tyja
orud tuv hrv 'utrucc vbuntc ezj,n fwwpgtu 'hpus vzht uc tmun ubhtu ',wwhav
hf (ch 'd hkan) cu,fv rnta vn kkfc od uvzu /sutn vkgb iputc ohna oa aushe
kfc 'ohrnu ohae ,ubuhxb uhkg rcuga odv hf ostv gshu /jhfuh wv cvth rat ,t
oupk habht hrnt (/zx ,ucu,f) k"zj urnta vn vtru 'osdb ezj,vk ujufc ,tz
,ubuhxb uk aha hn od lf /tan uvubhgyh kndv jf hpk :h"ar arhp /tbjha tknd

 /ovhkg rcd,vk ujufc aha vhtr vz hrv 'kndv ka vae tan unf ohae
uk vrhtn vjkmvva ,gc ihntnv hf 'vbuntv ,rsjvv 'vr,xvv ,hkf, uvzu     
hbpc sng tk ,tz kfc 'ihntn tuva odv hf 'vnhka u,bunta vjfuv vbht ohbp
vchx gsuh ubhtu 'ohbp uk vrhtn vjkmvv ihta ,gc obnt 'u,buntn ucfgnv haue
rumv hf unmgk ibbanu 'utrucc vbuntv rhsjnu uh,uadr kg rcd,n fwwpgtu 'u,rmk
hf tuv jhfun zt 'uhfrs ,t ohbhcn ubt ihta eru 'uhfrs kfc wv ehsmu 'ukgp ohn,

/vb,htu vnhka thv u,bunt

 lbuugc ,kaf hf lhekt wv sg ktrah vcuac-sh gauv)( 
wlbuugc ,kaf ratw ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc -

t     'f"tu '"lbuug sgc (,urmu ohhae-) ohkuafn lk utc - ,kaf hf"'h"ar
oooovvvvnnnn    kkkkmmmmbbbbhhhh,,,,    iiiiggggnnnnkkkk    ''''uuuuhhhhkkkktttt    ccccuuuuaaaakkkk    llllkkkk    hhhhssssffffvn lrs kg thv cu,fv ,buuf z"pku /

wv ,t lczg rnu gr hf htru hgsu 'lujhfu, lh,ucuanu 'l,gr lrxhh," rntba
thc, l,gra ;ux - l,gr lrxhh," 'h"ar arhpu '(y"h wc vhnrh) "wudu lheukt
;hxuvu '"rxun iuak-lujhfu, /wohccua ohbcw iuak - lh,ucuanu /ihruxhh lhkg
rxunc l,ut urxhh vnv 'vaug v,ta ,ugrv-l,gr lrxhh," 'wsus ,sumnwc
hfrsc ,fkva vn - lh,ucuanu /ihruxhhc rxuh, orucgc 'rnuk vmr 'ihruxhh
gr rat ',utrk ohhbhgu ,gsk ck i, - htru hgsu /wufu cutfnc lujhfu, 'lck

f"tu) lheukt wv ,t ,czg rat vchzgv rcs rnuhhhhssssffff    uuuuhhhhkkkktttt    rrrruuuuzzzzjjjjkkkk    llllkkkk    hhhhttttssssffff    
vvvvzzzz    wwwwrrrrnnnnuuuu    ggggrrrrwwwwnnnn    kkkkmmmmbbbbhhhhvvvvkkkk - lrxhh," 'sug ;hxuv e"srcu '"wufu (vvvvnnnnffff    ,,,,hhhhxxxxhhhhbbbbaaaa    rrrrjjjjtttt

hhhhcccc    ,,,,ssssrrrruuuunnnn    ,,,,ttttaaaa    llllhhhh,,,,uuuuccccuuuuaaaannnn    rrrruuuuccccggggccccuuuu    ''''ggggrrrr    llllkkkk    ttttuuuucccchhhh    vvvvggggrrrr    llll,,,,uuuuaaaaggggcccc    hhhhffff    ''''oooohhhhnnnnggggpppp
vvvvjjjjffffuuuu,,,,uuuu    rrrrxxxxuuuunnnn    llllkkkk    uuuuhhhhvvvvhhhh    ''''llllhhhh,,,,uuuuccccuuuuaaaannnnuuuu    llll,,,,ggggrrrr    ----    oooonnnnmmmmggggcccc    oooovvvv    ''''oooohhhhcccchhhhuuuuttttvvvv    llllcccc    uuuukkkkaaaannnnhhhh
vvvvrrrruuuuccccggggcccc    vvvvggggrrrr    llllkkkk    ttttuuuucccchhhh    hhhhffff    ,,,,hhhhxxxxhhhhbbbb    hhhhrrrrvvvvaaaa    ''''vvvvggggrrrrvvvv    llllrrrrsssscccc    ssssuuuugggg    hhhhffffhhhhaaaannnn,,,,    ttttkkkkaaaa    llllrrrrxxxxhhhhhhhhkkkk'

/"wufu lheukt wv ,t lczg rnu gr hf htru hgsuw uvzu
 arhp vz lrs kgu     wwwweeeevvvv    jjjj""""vvvvuuuuttttvvvvkf lhkg utuch hf vhvu" rntba vn ,t 

kfc lcck kt ,ucavu 'lhbpk h,,b rat vkkevu vfrcv vktv ohrcsv
vnk 'rhgvk ahu" 'wev j"vutv c,fu /"vna lheukt wv ljhsv rat ohhudv
tk 'f"t 'vkkev trun tuv vcua,v ccuxv rcsva iuhf 'wvfrcvw rnuk lrmuv
uca rcs rhgvk tc hf 'rnuk vtrbu /wvkkev lhkg tuch hfw tkt rnuk uk vhv
lurc wv hbpk uhagn uchyhvc rat khfah hf 'tuvu 'vcua,c cuak uck kt chah
rat vkkev 'ohhjv jrut hbhn ruxh rat ,gu 'ubccux, rat vfrcv tuv
,uagc vc vhvha vfrcv ijcn ,kuz hf 'uck kt chavk khfah vznu 'uvtuc,
kt ,ucavu /wv ,t uczug smk thva vkkev ,chx ehsmh tk 'lrc,h ubumr
vguyv wlcck kt ,ucavuw rnt vzk 'vguy occk ohgarva smk 'aurhp-lcck
jshbu vkud u,uhv ,bgy jufc 'aurhp 'wudu ohhudv kfcw urnutu /cuy tk lrsc

 'ohhudv kfcuuuucccczzzzuuuugggg    rrrrnnnnuuuu    ggggrrrr    hhhhffff    ggggsssshhhhuuuu    ''''oooohhhhggggrrrrvvvv    hhhhaaaaggggnnnn    uuuunnnnrrrrdddd    vvvvnnnn    vvvvttttrrrr    ::::uuuucccckkkkkkkk    rrrrnnnntttthhhhuuuu
((((vvvvzzzz    wwwwrrrrnnnnuuuu    ggggrrrrwwwwnnnn    kkkkmmmmbbbbhhhhvvvvkkkk    hhhhssssffff    uuuuhhhhkkkktttt    ccccuuuuaaaakkkk    uuuukkkk    hhhhttttssssffff    ''''ffff""""ttttuuuu    ////kkkk""""bbbbffff))))    ''''wwwwvvvv    ,,,,tttttuvu '

wvna lheukt wv ljhsv rat ohhudv kf (,bgy)c 'lcck kt ,ucavuw 'urnut
w-vz lrsc cu,fv rchsa ogyvu /wufuoooohhhhhhhhuuuuddddvvvv    kkkkffffcccc,hxnv tmnha ,uhvk 'wudu 

vreha ,unutvn vnfu vnf ah tkv hf 'urnutc ',uhukdv ,jfuv ru,xk vbgy
,ukdf ,ukd iht hf 'wohhudv kfcw rnt vzk 'o,nst kgn ukdha vzf ovk
f"tu) ohhudv kfcw urnut tuvu 'okugv ,ujur gcrtc urzp,b rat 'ktrah

                       /(lh,ubuug kg abug ru,c) "wvna lheukt wv ljhsv rat (jfun
vrvnc vfzbau 'ubckc eung eung rusj uc ubh,bunt vhv,a ghhxh ,wwhav     

/ubghaun tuvu ubhfkn ,wwhav hf ,utrk vfzb ztu 'ubhkg u,ufkn vkd,,a

Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter ZT”L (Sefas Emes) would say:

     “w;yvu ohabvu ohabtv ogv ,t kvevw - Rashi quotes the gemara (/d vdhdj): ‘The men were there to learn (Torah), the women

were there to listen to the words and the children, why did they come? So that reward would be given to those who bring

them along.’ If there really was no purpose for the small children to be there, then what sort of reward do those who

brought them deserve? Rather, the extra exertion of parents to include their young children in mitzvos and all forms of

Avodas Hashem, will result in Hashem rewarding them with children who will grow up to truly serve Hashem properly

and do mitzvos as they should. This can affect Jews of all levels - even the simplest Jew can merit great children.”
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vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: Our preparations before the holy day of Yom Kippur

keep us busy all day. We know that we are about to stand

before the King of all Kings and confess our sins so that we

and our families may merit a year of life and happiness. What    

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “ TORAH” DAY

Selected Halachos of Aseres Yimei Teshuvah

Avinu Malkeinu. There is a tefillah from the Arizal quoted in
Sefer Mishnas Chasidim (an early Kabbalistic work) (1) to say
with the words: "vkfkfu vxbrp rpxc ubc,f ubfkn ubhct". The text of
the tefillah reads as follows: wv lhbpkn iumr hvh"h,uct hektu hekt 
h,ubuzn ouhu ouh kfcu ouhv hbjkua kg ohfunxv kfku h,hcku hk i,,a

"vxbrpv kg vbunnv  [txubrehs]  kusdv lna ,ufzc sucfc 
The bracketed Name of Hashem is not said; rather one just looks
at it without articulating the Name (like we do by Birchas

Kohanim). This tefillah is brought in many Nusach Sefard

machzorim and siddurim. There is somewhat of a discrepancy
as to the exact time to say it. From the source quoted above, it
seems one should say this tefillah while the Chazan is reciting
those words of "ubfkn ubhct". However, in the machzorim and
siddurim, it seems to indicate that each individual should say the
tefillah with his own personal recital of that line in "ubfkn ubhct". 
Kaporos There is a custom before Yom Kippur to take a
chicken and slaughter it as an omen that any bad things due to
come onto a person is somewhat transferred onto the chicken
leaving him/her clean and innocent (2). The ideal time for the
shechita is in the early morning of erev Yom Kippur before
daybreak, which is a time of goodwill in Heaven and the Gates
of Mercy are wide open (3). Some do it right after daybreak. This

 

we often tend to forget is that our preparations should include

doing as many mitzvos as we possibly can. This is what

Hashem wants from us and this is what will tip the scales.

Not just the white kittel - how about an extra act of  chessed?   

`"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

is all to catch these unique and ideal moments, however, one
fulfills the custom with all its benefits (some have a custom to
use money instead) at any time during Aseres Yimei Teshuva (4). 
Eating on Erev Yom Kippur. There is a Medrash Raba (5)

which is quoted in the Tur (6), about a city in which there was
only one fish to be had. A prominent minister in the town sent
out his servant with an order to purchase the fish and gave him a
gold coin. However, there was a Jewish tailor who was so intent
on purchasing the fish, that he went as high as five gold coins in
his bid to get it. When the minister heard that a simple tailor
outbid him for the fish, he called the man over and asked why it
was so important to buy this fish. The tailor answered, “And how
can I not buy it in order to eat it on this day (erev Yom Kippur),
the day that the Holy One blessed be He commanded us to eat
and drink, and assured us (if we do so) of total forgiveness for all
of our sins?” The minister was impressed, and complimented the
man on his action before sending him on his way. When the man
got home and opened up the fish, he found a diamond inside!
     Based on this Medrash, some say (7) that eating fish on erev

Yom Kippur is a segulah for becoming wealthy. However, the
proof from the story is not so clear, because that person spent a
large sum to get the fish, and therefore this story may not
necessarily appply to one who buys it at a lower price.

R’ Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin ZT”L (Pri Tzaddik) would say:

     “The concept of Teshuva was revealed to Adam Harishon through Shabbos, when he was able to reflect on his

actions and discern the damage he had caused. Through the medium of Shabbos, he was able to realize the gravity of

his iniquity and begin the process of Teshuva, and thus he called out to Hashem, w,cav ouhk rha runznw. This power of

Teshuva inherent in Shabbos is particularly relevant on the first Shabbos of the year. It is well known that Shabbos

influences the other six days of the week. So, too, this first Shabbos of the year infuses the concept of Teshuva into

the days that precede and follow it - from Rosh Hashana through Yom Kippur.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “When you die G-d won’t ask how many friends you had. He’ll ask how many people to whom you were a friend.”     



    Many people walk around during these Aseres Yimei Teshuva and say, “I must do Teshuva!” But in truth, they have no
idea WHAT to do! According to Chazal, the four steps of Teshuva are: 1) Regret. 2) Letting go of sin. 3) Verbal confession.
4) Resolution not to repeat the sin in the future. Min HaTorah, the main aspect of Teshuva is the verbal confession. Thus, if
you regret the sin and never repeat it, according to the Torah, you have still NOT done Teshuva! Why not? Well, "vcua,"
literally means to return. When we do Teshuva, we are returning to .... OURSELVES! We are returning to the pure
neshamos that are hidden inside of us. The purpose of atonement is so that we remove all the trappings on our souls that our
sins have created. Each sin causes a partition between us and Hashem, creating blockages which do not allow us to experience
Hashem’s kindness. Teshuva is the process of coming close to Hashem by removing the barriers caused by our sins! 
     Since Teshuva was around even before the world was created, it does not conform to the laws of nature. It is unnatural and
miraculous in that it literally erases our sins as well as all the ramifications caused by them. Teshuva RETURNS us to our pure
and holy souls and allows us to feel the love, mercy and kindness of Hashem. This is the essence of Teshuva and this is the
purpose of a Yid’s existence. For this reason, verbal confession is so important. The other three steps are truly important but if
the purpose of Teshuva is to come close to Hashem then we have to connect to Him. We have to speak directly to Him and say,
“Hashem, I love You, and I am so sorry that I caused You pain by not doing Your will.” By having a conversation with
Hashem, we are connecting with Him - and that is what Teshuva is all about! Like the Torah says ... It is very much in your
reach! May our Teshuva be accepted and may we all be sealed for a wonderful year filled with all Hashem’s sweet blessings.
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       Moshe Rabbeinu warns the people that there will come a day when Hashem will hide Himself from them. ,ugr uvtmnu"
",urmu ,ucr - “Many evils and troubles will befall them.” The word ",ugr" is the gematria 676. In the Tochacha (Parshas Ki

Savo), Moshe Rabbeinu listed 98 klalos (curses) containing a total of 676 words. The Name of Hashem (wu-v-h) - which has a
gematria of 26 - appears in the Tochacha 26 times. 26 x 26 = 676. Obviously, there is a common thread here. My machshava

is that the Name of Hashem - the representation of Midas HaRachamim - is found in every word and every aspect of the
curses, and thus, even when Hashem is hidden - "ovn hbp h,r,xvu" - He is still there watching over and guiding us. If a person
will repent and follow the Torah and mitzvos of Hashem like he is supposed to, he can turn those 98 curses into actual
blessings. This is pshat in the posuk in Tehillim (f-sk):  ,ucr",ugr"wv ubkhmh okufnu ehsm  - there is much tzaros and ",ugr" -
curses and negativity towards a Yid when he has strayed from the true path - there are 676 curses that will befall him, kct"
"wv ubkhmh okufn - from all of them Hashem (Midas HaRachamim) will save him and turn those curses into berachos.
     Towards the end of “Avinu Malkeinu,” we mention the mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem with three different expressions.

"lna aushe kg ohncu atc htc ignk vag /// ohjucy ignk vag //// ohdurv ignk vag". Why are all three necessary when they seemingly
mean the same thing? The answer is that the first two refer to those people who were killed and slaughtered, k"r. But the third
refers to those who went on living. Those people who went through water and fire, traveled great distances and lived through
the terrible Holocaust - and went on living a life of Kiddush Hashem! It is their z’chus that we ask Hashem to look to. Rav
Gifter ZT”L once said: “It’s harder to live a lifetime of Kiddush Hashem than to die in one second Al Kiddush Hashem.”

 /// ub,jycv atrn vcua,v kgu(,ujhkxv rsx)

 /// rjch rat ouenc lhekt wv hbp ,t ,utrk ktrah kf tucc(th-tk)
     According to historians, the Great City Synagogue of Vilna was a privilege afforded the Jewish community from King
Vladislav IV at his coronation in February 1633. The Jews of Vilna were granted the right to construct a brick synagogue on
the spot where an earlier wooden synagogue stood. In 1635, a mammoth building was completed in the Jewish neighborhood,
able to accommodate up to 3,000 people, in addition to a women’s section. It is clear that at that time, Vilna already had a
considerable Jewish settlement. Over one hundred years later, the synagogue was damaged by a riot of the citizens using
rocks to damage the exterior facade, but more catastrophically the interior of the synagogue was destroyed and looted. 
    The Great City Synagogue was rebuilt in the Schulhof (synagogue yard). Over the decades, the Great Synagogue
continued to grow into a larger complex that eventually was surrounded to include 109 synagogues, a community council,
and houses of prayer including the famed Gra shul of the Vilna Gaon, R’ Eliyahu of Vilna ZT”L. There were prayer
halls for the artisan’s guilds, a beis medrash, Talmud Torah, mikvaos, a community center, the famous Strashun rabbinical
library plus kosher meat stalls. The complex was ravaged during the the Second World War, although the Great City
Synagogue was only partially destroyed by the Nazis when they entered Vilna. Much of the foundation and one retaining
wall remained standing - the wall of the Gra shul with the inscription, “Beis HaKnesses shel HaGra” in bold letters.
     When R’ Yisroel Zev Gustman ZT”L arrived back in Vilna, after having survived the holocaust in truly miraculous
fashion with his wife and daughter, he surveyed the ruins of the city of his youth. It was heartbreaking. R’ Gustman had
grown up in Vilna, the “Jerusalem of Lithuania” and even served on the official Beis Din of the Chief Rabbi, R’ Chaim
Ozer Grodzensky ZT”L. He had seen the great city at its height of spiritual accomplishment and now, as he walked the
streets of the Jewish ghetto, his eyes were awash with tears. Gone were the hundreds of Batei Medrashos, the thousands of
yeshivah students, the Bais Yaakovs and chadarim. But R’ Gustman was not one to fall to pieces helplessly.
     It was September 1945, the week of Aseres Yimei Teshuvah, 5705, and the Shearis HaPleita of Vilna wandered
aimlessly through the town. R’ Gustman called together a group of builders, people he had known from a bygone era, and
asked them if they can build a structure using the remaining foundation of the Great City Synagogue and the Gra shul, for
the upcoming Yom Kippur services. The construction crew got right on it and within a few days, an actual building was in
place - a huge cavernous shell that could hold over two thousand people. Announcements were posted and that year, close
to three thousand men and women (there were almost no children) davened the Yom Kippur tefillos in Vilna. 
     Eyewitness accounts would later tell of the powerful intensity of the prayers that Yom Kippur. For a full night and day,
tears flowed freely and the screams and cries of the heartbroken Jews reverberated mightily off the newly constructed
walls. From the women’s section came an incessant hum of weeping and wailing which never let up all throughout the
entire day. When the time came for Kaddish, there was practically no one left to respond “Amen” as thousands of people
joined together in this tearful prayer. R’ Gustman led the prayers for a portion of the day and even spoke on the holiness of
Yom Kippur and the importance of remembering the dead through the Yizkor prayer. By the time Neilah had ended, a river
of tears had washed its way through the reconstructed Great City Synagogue of Vilna.
     And then something incredible happened. The day after Yom Kippur, suddenly, and without the slightest warning, the
entire building collapsed. Not just the makeshift walls, but even the foundation shifted unstably and led to its massive
demolition. By the grace of Hashem, there was not one person inside the shul when it went down! Had the massive
collapse occurred just a few hours earlier, three thousand souls would have been in serious, deadly jeopardy! 
     R’ Gustman later learned that in fact the foundation was unstable to begin with and the building had no business standing
for even the short period of time that it did. Obviously, he reasoned, Hashem wished it to remain standing just long enough for
the Jews of Vilna to pray one last time in this historic place, and the z’chus of the Gaon was with them the entire time. 
(Halichos Yisroel)

     kftk vhvu ovn hbp h,r,xvu oh,czgu 
       wufu ,urmu ,ucr ,ugr uvtmnu  (zh-tk)     

    

 ,kaf hf lhekt wv sg ktrah vcualbuugcwudu  c-sh gauv)(
     The Medrash (yh-sp r"c) relates that when Reuven, the son

of Yaakov, repented for the sin of removing his father’s bed
from Bilhah’s tent, the Holy One blessed be He, said to him:
“Because you were the first to give an opening to the concept
of repentance, your descendant Hoshea will be the prophet of
repentance, saying, wlhekt wv sg ktrah vcuaw - ‘Return, Israel,

until Hashem, your Lord.’” Many commentators wonder
why Reuven was considered the first to introduce the
concept of Teshuva. After all, the Medrash tells us that Adam

Harishon repented for his sin of eating the forbidden fruit.
Likewise, Kayin also repented for the sin of killing his
brother Hevel, saying, “Is my sin too great to bear?”

     R’ Yisroel Bollag Shlit’a (Rosh Kollel of Ohalei Yom

Tov in Toronto) gives a unique and simplistic explanation:
Adam Harishon and Kayin did indeed do Teshuva. However, 
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they were both prompted by Hashem Himself, as we find
Hashem asking Adam "vfht" - “Where are you?” Kayin, too,
was asked by Hashem, "lhjt kcv ht" - “Where is Hevel, your

brother?” They were only brought to the level of repentance
for their deeds due to external inspiration. On the other hand,
Reuven was not prompted in any way. Nobody accosted him
and forced him to come to terms with his action. In fact,
Reuven was self-motivated to “come clean” and repent on his
own. For this reason, says R’ Bollag, Hakadosh Boruch Hu

admired Reuven and rewarded him with a descendant that
will motivate the Jewish people to do Teshuva as well.
    The message of our Haftorah is a powerful one indeed.
Hoshea calls out to the Nation: “Return to Hashem” - do not
wait for Hashem to come looking for you, to prompt you to
repent. Initiate the life-altering sequence of Teshuva on your
own and then you will reach the highest heights - you will
“touch” the Kisei Hakavod - the Heavenly throne of Hashem.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF 
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

lyn: On erev Yom Kippur, in the home of the great Rav of

Pressburg, R’ Moshe Sofer ZT”L, a sense of awe, dread

and sincere repentance permeated the home. The Chasam

Sofer performed every mitzvah on that day with extreme

deliberation and nothing was taken lightly at all.

     It was thus quite unusual when one year, the Chasam

Sofer summoned his young daughter and asked her to go

on a special mission for him. She was to go to the home of

a particular orphan boy and tell him that after the fast was

over, her father, the Chasam Sofer, was going to propose a

a shidduch between him and a certain orphan girl, who also

lived in Pressburg. She was then to go to the other side of

town and tell the orphan girl the good news that her father,

the Rav of Pressburg, found her a match. 

     His daughter listened as her father told her what to do

and was happy to carry out the mission. But before she left,

she asked her father, “Can it not wait till after the fast?”

     Looking pained and without the slightest bit of irony, the

Chasam Sofer replied, “My daughter, I must take this

mitzvah with me to shul. It cannot wait.”


