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‘| R’ Yosef Hayyim of Baghdad ZT"L, the Ben Ish Chai, notes that the
| only difference between the word, "y - affliction, and »xy» - pleasure,

| is that in the word "y, the letter ny is at the end of the word, whereas

| in the word "y, the »yn is its first letter. This is what is meant by the

| posuk, MWK Y DINNY - "4 wise man has his eyes [‘ayin'] in his

| front.” The meaning of this is that a wise and intelligent person places the

| "ayin” in front, thus changing »y” into "y - affliction into pleasure.

Thus, when the koken sees that "the affliction has remained in its

| appearance, " that the »y» has stayed in its place and the negah has not
/| changed into oneg, then, "he shall close him off", and the leper shall

remain impure. This is what Dovid Hamelech writes, PR YN N Py mne

“1 02 D5nN) » N YTONY ©9NNY - "Behold, Hashem's eye is directed to
| those who fear Him, those who anticipate His kindness." The tzadikim
“ | have the ability through their prayers to move the "ayin” - and transform

the negah into oneg.
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| R" Shlomo Karliner ZT"'L would say:

"And the Cohen would see the Negah..." - A Jew must show his true
colors and reveal even his faults in order to receive a path of healing."

R’ Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:
"I cannot tell you exactly what clothing Avrohom Avinu wore, but I

: can tell you how he chose his clothes. He looked at what the non-jews
- | around him wore and picked a garb that was totally different from theirs."

R' Naftali of Ropschitz ZT"L would say:

"If one is not achieving his goal in this world, in spite of his extensive

efforts, how does he plan to achieve anything in the Eternal World, in
.| which he invests so little effort?"
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R' Shlomo Zalman looked directly at the parents. "Your son, however,
will feel helpless and betrayed if you just send him away. If you don't
mind, I'd like to talk to him."

The couple quickly went home and brought the boy to the Torah
sage."My name is Shlomo Zalman," smiled the venerable scholar.
"What's yours?" "Akiva.""Akiva," exclaimed R' Shlomo Zalman, "I am
considered a leading Torah sage in the world and many people come to
discuss their problems with me. Now, I need your help.You are about to
enter a special school, and I need a representative to look after all the
religious matters in the school. I would like to give you my personal
semicha, making you my official rabbinical representative. You can
freely discuss any issue with me whenever you want." Reb Shlomo
Zalman gave the boy a warm handshake and hug.

The boy entered the school and flourished. In fact, with the great
feeling of responsibility, he rarely wanted to leave the school, even for a
weekend: after all, who would take care of any questions that may arise?
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Why must the kohen look twice? The Torah should tell us that the
kohen shall look at the ¥» - lesion, and if the affliction is white and
appears deeper than the flesh of the skin, then the kohen shall declare him
impure. What purpose is served by looking again?

The kohen who is instructed to deal with the stricken individual should
not only look at the negah - he must look again. He must look at the
actual man. R' Meir Simcha HaKohen of D'vinsk ZT"L explains that
even if the affliction has all the attributes that should lead to a declaration
of NNML - impurity, there are other mitigating factors that must be
weighed. For instance, if the man is a chassan, about to be wed, then
impurity must not be declared for it will ruin the upcoming festivities. If
there are other mitigating circumstances, then a declaration of contagion
must be postponed.

It is apparent that the Torah is telling us more. It is easy to look at a
flaw and declare it as such. But one must look at the whole person. He
must ask himself, "how is my declaration going to affect the future of this
person?" He must consider the circumstances that caused the negah. He
must look twice - once at the negah - and once at the man.
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The story is told that the parents of a retarded child once came to
speak to R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT"L. They decided to place
their child in a special school in which he would live; the question was
which one. "Have you asked the boy where he would like to go?" asked
the sage. The parents were dumbfounded."Our child cannot be involved
in the process! He hasn't the capacity to understand," explained the
father. Reb Shlomo Zalman was not moved. "You are sinning against
your child. You are removing him from his home, placing him in a
foreign environment, and you don't even consult with the child?"

"But what can he say?" asked the mother. Answered R' Shlomo
Zalman wisely, "Part of a y3n - leper’s, healing process is dismissal
from the Jewish camp. However, it is a delicate ordeal, one wrought with

| trauma, pain, and emotional distress. The Kohen, a man of peace, love,

and compassion must be there to guide him through the tense incubation
period as well as his release. Moreover, he is there again to ease him back
into society. The Torah teaches us from this, that every traumatic

-| decision needs spiritual guidance. It can turn a cold-hearted punishment

into a process of spiritual healing. It can turn a tough, seemingly
dispassinnate decision into a beautiful experience."
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