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MRENEAL,  TOUPD
"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (101)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for a Talmid Chacham. Last
week we began this topic with an introduction about the proper
kavod (honor) one must give to a Talmid Chacham, a Torah
scholar, which includes honoring one’s Rebbi and Rebbi
Muvhak (primary Rebbi). There are many details to include in
this mitzvah, but the one most clearly mentioned in the Torah is
the mitzvah of standing up for a Talmid Chacham. The Torah
states (1) as explained in the Gemara (), that we must stand up
and honor a Talmid Chacham even if he is not elderly.

Defining a Talmid Chacham. First and foremost, let us define
the meaning of a Talmid Chacham. Regarding the obligation for
standing, the Shach @) writes that a Talmid Chacham must be
“meaningfully greater in learning than the average laymen in his
community who learns on a regular basis.” According to this,
there is no age factor attached to a Talmid Chacham, and
technically, even a young boy under the age of Bar Mitzvah
would qualify as one if he has attained enough Torah
knowledge @. Furthermore, the Gemara 5 teaches us that even if
a Torah scholar forgets his learning due to illness, circumstance,
or necessity to make a living, he still retains the din of Talmid
Chacham. The Maharal ¢ explains that the closeness to
Hashem and holiness that one attains through his toil in Torah
study, does not leave him ever, even if he forgets the details of
his learning for reasons that are out of his control. When he goes
to Olam Haba, and he will not be bogged down by the physical
limitations of his body, his Torah will come back to him.

Details of the Mitzvah. The correct time to stand up for a
Talmid Chacham is when he comes into one’s four Amos -
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approximately 7-8 feet. It is important that one should not stand
up before he comes this close (when the Talmid Chacham is
further away), because then it does not appear to clearly indicate
that the standing is in his honor. Rather, it looks as if he is getting
up for his own needs. This applies to a Talmid Chacham or to
one’s Rebbi. However, for a Rebbi Muvhak - his primary and
most important Rebbi - one must stand up as soon as he sees him,
even from a distance. Since the halacha is to stand up for him
even from afar, it is recognizable that it is for his honor (7). In a
situation where it is clear that one is standing up for a Talmid
Chacham’s honor, it is permissible to stand up earlier or from a
distance. For example, when a Talmid Chacham enters a full
room and all get up for him together ¢. One should remain
standing until the Talmid Chqcham moves out of his 4 Amos ©).
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“To Light or Be Lit?” that is the question - Menachos 89a
The Rambam rules (v 13'm»2) that the lighting of the Menorah in the Baig
HaMikdash is ~wa mwa. This means that a regular Yisroellnon-Kohen
may light the Menorah. The question is: what purpose is there to thisl
halacha? The Menorah is located in the Heichal (Sanctuary) and a
non-Kohen is not permitted to enter there? The Rambam says that we|
can take the Menorah out of the Heichal, light it and then bring it back.
The Minchas Chinuch (Mitzvah 98) writes as follows: “For manyj
years, | wondered and have no answer on how the mitzvah of lighting|
may be performed outside of its designated place?”R’ Chaim Brisker
zt"l (Al HaRambam) explains that the mitzvah is not to light (m51n5)
the Menorah but rather that it should be lit (mp5yT). As a result, since
the “Hadlaka”is not a mitzvah, therefore a non-Kohen may light it oufj
of the Heichal. The Chazon Ish answers the Rambam the same way.
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R’ Chaim Yossel Kofman shlit’a (Machsheves Halev) would say:

Sy NIM NTYN 1D IVY NI PR AP T - Yaakov was not cooking soup because he was hungry. It was a sad day because
Avraham Avinu was niftar. Chazal tell us that Avraham’ passing was untimely. He was destined to live five years longer,
but Hashem did not want him to witness his grandson Esav’s wicked ways. Imagine how much more Avraham could have
achieved in those five years! Yet Hashem thought to spare him that pain and anguish. The minhag is that mourners eat
lentils which are round to remind us of the cycle of life. But to Esav, the lentil soup was nothing more than a quick fix; he
wished to grab a bite and go on his merry way to cause more harm and sin. Here we see the passing of a great Tzaddik,
Avraham Avinu, whilst his own grandson Esav is busy going about his daily routine in order to satisfy his base desires.”

R’ Avraham Mordechai Alter z¢”’l (Imrei Emes) would

“DYN O N OV INND SN PN >T7ay 1Y - The posuk focuses on the wells that Yitzchok dug and the Pelishitim
stuffed up. A well represents our purpose here on this world. When one digs, he reaches in deep and pulls out the dirt,
rocks and grime, in order to unearth the pure, crystal water. Similarly, a Jew must reach inside himself and remove the dirt,
the grime that clogs up his true self, which is the pure water - and water represents Torah. The Sefas Emes adds that the
more we dig, the more we will uncover. Every Jew contains that purity within. It’s just a question of how much he digs!”

A Wise Man would say: “Be the person who you needed most when you were growing up!”
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The Torah telis us that Yitzchok sent Yaakov to live with Lavan, who was the “brother of Rivka, mother of Yaakov and
Esav.” The difficulty in this posuk is obvious. Why does the Torah find it necessary to repeat that which we already know,
namely that Rivka is the mother of Yaakov and Esav? Strangely, Rashi comments here: “I don’t know what this teaches us.”
Such a remark is even more perplexing than the posuk itself. Why did Rashi feel compelled to share with us his confusion?
Rashi does not comment on every posuk in the Torah, and as the adage goes, if you have nothing to say, then don't say
anything. The Sifsei Chachamim explains that instead of remaining silent, Rashi seizes the opportunity to teach. He writes,
“I don’t know what this teaches us,” meaning that I haven’t arrived at the base understanding of the Torah’s intention in this
posuk and until I have established a clear pshat, I cannot address allusions or develop homiletics. They will all be meaningless
because I have not established the basic truth of the Torah to use as a frame of reference. Once I have confirmed the true
pshat, 1 can apply the same rigorous standards to the other methods of Torah exegesis. (R’ Binyamin Friedman, TF Dixie)

In 1917, Sarah Schenirer a’’h, a young G-d-fearing seamstress from Poland, became the head of a worldwide
movement known as Bais Yaakov, with thousands of pupils in hundreds of institutions. She was a charismatic figure and
the girls called her “Sarah Imeinu” - our Mother (Matriarch) Sarah. She turned the socially unacceptable idea of girls
learning in a Jewish school into a way of life, providing a model of how to successfully balance tradition and innovation.

A Bais Yaakov teacher in a small town once invited Sarah Schenirer to attend the girls’ final examination. Frau
Schenirer never turned down an opportunity to participate in a special event at an out-of-town school. In the case of this
important test, she knew how much joy her presence would bring to the children and what tremendous encouragement it
would provide for the teacher, who, as she knew, had worked so hard to prepare her pupils. The parents, too, would shep
nachas from their young daughters. Above all, the teacher wanted Frau Schenirer to enjoy the children’s intelligent
answers, for that would make her proud of her Bais Yaakov girls.

Indeed, it was a real joy to hear the adorable little girls answering the questions with such confidence. The children
relaxed after their successful performance. Beaming mothers hugged their daughters. The greatest satisfaction and
happiness, however, were those visible on the face of Frau Schenirer as she observed the teacher questioning and the
children answering properly. Her joy and nachas knew no limit.

Then the children began singing and dancing. It was a moment of pure joy. A moment later, Frau Schenirer and their
teacher joined in. All burst into a lively rendition of Sarah Schenirer’s favorite song, “Vetaher Libeinu.” This completed,
Frau Schenirer heartily thanked the children for their successful performance and presented them with her own question.

“Tell me, girls,” she asked with a charming smile. ““You just sang a song with the beautiful words of ‘Vetaher Libeinu.’
‘Purify our hearts.” So tell me: what virtue, what middah, will best help you to purify your own hearts?”

The girls eagerly responded to her question. “Yiras Shamayim,” came the first answer. “Chessed,” was another.

“Be nice to your friends.” “Respect your parents and teachers.” “Love your teachers, friends, and neighbors.”

The class was lively and excited. All except one girl who said nothing. Frau Schenirer turned to her. “What do you think?”

There was silence. ‘I ... I don’t know,” the girl answered in a whisper, squirming and embarrassed to be in the spotlight.

Sarah Schenirer smiled her brightest smile. “You are quite right, my dear,” she said, kissing and hugging the young child.
“It is you who have told us the greatest truth. It is a human being’s noblest virtue to say, ‘I don’t know.” After learning,
acquiring, searching, reading all the worthy seforim, listening to great scholars, drawing from the well of exalted minds,
absorbing the wisdom of our Gaonim, trying to emulate them, striving to follow their ways ... if after all that one can say ‘I

don’t know’ as humbly, as innocently as you just did, that’s the highest madreigah that one can use to attain a pure heart!”
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From the prophecy of the Navi Malachi, it is abundantly
clear that the Jewish people were at a low point in their
history and needed tremendous encouragement in their lives.
The Yalkut Shimoni writes that the Nation challenged the
Navi numerous times with questions of emunah. They had
suffered so much in their long history; how were they to
know that Hashem still loves and watches over them?
Malachi answered: If one has two sons, the older son
receives a double inheritance while the younger son gets
what is left over. But Yaakov the younger son, received it all.
Is there no greater proof that Hashem loves His children?

The Brisker Rav z¢’l asks: how does this prove anything?
Eretz Yisroel was destined to the children of Avraham. Yaakov
and Esav were on an even playing field. Esav had a chance to
receive the blessings from Yitzchok as much as Yaakov did!

The answer, he says, lies in these words of Malachi: “Is
Esav not the brother of Yaakov?” 1t is true that Esav had an
opportunity to receive the blessings, but being the wicked son
that he was, he squandered his chance. Yaakov, on the other
hand, ‘sat in tents’ and served Hashem with great fervor. His
dedication paid off and he subsequently won the “upper
hand.” Esav was removed from the yerusha of Avraham,
while Yaakov received the Holy Land and the world to come.
There is no greater proof of Hashem'’s love for Bnei Yisroel.

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead

mEmIey i A9 STAUAD oy
Chazal tell us that Yitzchok Avinu trembled twice in his lifetime. The first time was when he lay bound at the Akeida,
prepared to give his life as a sacrifice to Hashem, and the second was when Esav brought the food that he requested and he
realized that he had given away the special berachos to Yaakov. The meforshim posit, which of these two tremblings were
greater? They reply that the second trembling was greater than the trembling at the Akeidah. Why? Because what really
transpired was that Yitzchok Avinu realized, the moment Esav entered, the tremendous spiritual gap between his two sons,
Yaakov and Esav. The thought of losing a son spiritually had a greater impact on him than the fear of his own death at the Akeida.
I have a unique machshava here as to what a profound lesson this should serve for us all. This message should be made
abundantly clear to our children in their formative years, that their spiritual welfare is the most central concern in our lives;
more important than our own mortal life. Of course, parents only want the best for their children but are they willing to
sacrifice their own “sweat and blood” so their children will succeed? When children hear such a declaration from their parents
as well as seeing living proof of that commitment to their Ruchniyus and Frumkeit, then the child establishes a firm foundation
on which to grow and eventually build his own future generations. In contrast, when parents vacillate between the life they

should lead, and the way they actually act, our children receive those mixed messages and (at best) grow up very confused.

We can now understand why Yitzchok Avinu trembled when Esav arrived and perhaps, if today’s parents tremble when
their children are young and impressionable, like our forefather Yitzchok did, they could avoid much anxiety later in life.
May we be rewarded for our “tremblingiand may our bakashos be granted by the y"wan for all the good things in life.
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Ywp: In his later years, R’ Yitzchok Dov Koppelman z¢”
would rail against excessive attention paid to food. The
Lucerne Yeshivah had a short break every day from 4:00-
4:15 p.m. before the afternoon seder. There was no store near
the yeshivah and once a week, a grocery truck would pull up
to the yeshivah during that 15-minute break and bochurim
were able to purchase whatever they needed. They would

buy all kinds of basic items, like tissues, soap and nosh.
Once, a bochur bought an ice cream cone from the truck
and was enjoying the frozen treat when he heard the Rosh
Yeshivah coming, It was past 4:15 and he was supposed to be
in the Beis Medrash. The boy didn’t want R’ Koppelman to
see him licking his ice cream, so he quickly put it in his pocket.
The Rosh Yeshivah walked over and congenially invited
him into his office. He began shmoozing with him about his

family. He asked about his father, his mother and his extended

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE MIDDAH OF . PASTTDBD

family. Finally, after half-an-hour, he granted the bochur
permission to leave. The boy stood up and a wide puddle of
sticky, sugary stuff slid to the floor! R’ Koppelman looked at
him and then berated him - not so much for his indulgence,
but for his attempt to mislead rather than admit his error and
face the consequences. He felt that the deficiency, especially
in the middah of emes could transform a person into a thief
who might cheat in business later in life and even end up in jail.
%ems: R’ Koppelman would quote the posuk which tells us
what Esav said when he was hungry: Dm0y N »Oyon”
"mn O - “Give me some of that red stuff!” The Rosh
Yeshivah explained that a person never knows where he will
end up in life or what’s in store for him. He may find himself
in situations where he won’t have everything he has become
accustomed to having. One must be able to cut back. If a
bochur accustoms himself to excessive indulgence in food,
what will he do when he can’t have it all? He won’t have the
wherewithal to deal with it. He must learn to control himself.
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How could Esav so flippantly sever his connection to everything spiritual and holy for a hot meal? Was he so shallow?

Rashi tells us that Esav made a calculation that it is too difficult to keep so many laws and customs. Living a life of Torah
and mitzvos is too restricting, so what do I need it for? I’d rather be FREE to pursue the pleasures of this world than have to
worry about getting punished if I do something wrong! We cluck our tongues and shake our heads and say to ourselves,
“Poor Esav, he just didn’t get it!” And yet, says R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz shlit’a, we all do the exact same thing! How often
do we throw away a mitzvah because it is too hard, too extreme, too much for us right now or just not so comfortable? How
often do we look at our level of modesty, level of Torah learning, depth of kavana in davening, or amount of money we
give to tzedaka, and say, “Okay, it’s good enough!” And then, we just continue doing the same old things without making
an effort to improve because we are at a status quo and that is good enough for us! But then what happens when the caterer
at your daughter’s wedding serves only 15 dishes at the shmorg instead of 20? The color of the sweater you ordered is a
little off? The food in the restaurant is a little cold? The new phone you ordered is not as cool as your neighbors? Do we
say, “Big deal! Who cares? Whatever it is - it’s good enough!” Or do we say, “Good enough is not good enough! No! My
shmorg, sweater, phone (insert whatever you like) has to be perfect! I don’t go half-way! I am a perfectionist!” Well, that is
great! We should all try to be perfect, but we should make sure that we put our energies into perfecting the important areas
of our lives! What is that? Of course, that is our RUCHNIYUS! Let us not follow in the footsteps of Esav. Let us choose to
perfect ourselves in our avodas Hashem because honestly, we truly want to be GOOD ENOUGH in the eyes of Hashem.




