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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (158)
Women Learning Torah: We’ve discussed the obligation of a
father to teach his daughter the halachos of the mitzvos that she
must fulfill, and her own obligation to know them if she wasn’t
taught them. There is another section of this concept which
opens up new material that a girl or lady must know, and that is
Chovos Halevovos - Duties of the Heart. Ladies have all these
duties just like men, and certain topics must be text-learned or
heard by them to help them fulfill their obligations. Let us list
many of the basic mitzvos that belong in this category.
1) Emunah and Bitachon B’Hashem.
2) Ahavas Hashem - loving Hashem, and the other Mitzvos
Tmidiyos - constant mitzvos - that are listed in Biur Halacha
(1 from the Chinuch.
3) Ahavas Yisroel - loving Yidden, with all the mitzvos of
chessed and honesty that are included.
4) Middos Tovos - good character traits, such as being humble,
long tempered and considerate of the feelings of other people.
5) Fulfilling the mitzvos they do with enthusiasm and joy.
Climbing in the Above Areas. All the above (unless one
comes from an unusually spiritual home where these things are
lived and transmitted with perfection) cannot be done without
learning or hearing the positive direction of the Mussar of
Chazal. This can be gleaned from the Aggados of Chazal in the
Gemara and Midrash, from the classical Mussar seforim like
Chovos Halevovos and Mesilas Yeshorim, and from the many
later seforim in all languages, which talk about these areas of
self-improvement. Ladies must be exposed to the above even if
the world around us is fighting these ideals and concepts, and
certainly with the world sinking in morals. This can be done
with text-learning, shiurim, CDs and group-learning, which has
been very successful in topics like Tznius and Lashon Hara.
Maseches Avos. R’ Elya Svei 2’1 once asked R’ Moshe 22”1
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about a school that wanted to include learning Mishnayos in the
curriculum for girls. In Igros Moshe ) he replies that it is
prohibited to learn regular Mishnayos with girls except for
Maseches Avos which is full of Yiras Shamayim and Middos
Tovos which should definitely be taught to them. Many other
Gedolim are quoted as encouraging ladies to know Pirkei Avos (3).
Obligation of Ladies Teaching Girls. Even though fathers and
Talmidei Chachamim have an obligation to teach Torah to
children and students, no such obligation rests on ladies, as it says
in the Gemara @). Even in the relevant laws and the Chovos
Halevovos that ladies are required to know, there is no obligation
as per the mitzvah of Talmud Torah for ladies to teach other
ladies. Nevertheless, because of Arvus (responsibility for fellow
Jews) that Klal Yisroel accepted at Arvos Moav, they do have an
obligation to help other ladies to know what they need to know.
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The n9va nywn (NNop) brings w4 (-1 m>132) who explains that being
»van before ymw is like knocking on the door of a king; if the king
answers and sees you distracted, he will leave and not come back,
even if you knock again. ¥"vw (xa0) paskens not to say o after the
chazan says SN 5x0. The N1 rules that one should answer yax.
The B3N 1 suggests a solution. One should finish Sxws S with
the chazan, so he will not need to say yax and avoid any issues. The
2" highly suggests this solution. Although not mentioned in poskim,
many Yeshivos in Europe were xm for the chazan to end SN SN
quietly, avoiding the issue of saying yax and being mafsik. Rav Henkin
zt”lwas outspoken about this and felt saying the ending quietly should
not be done (Nmn Ny Mb). "W (2a57) says that the gabbai may
announce "N 19y" as a reminder before nwy nawaw, since this is
a "n»an Tnx" and it isn't considered a hefsek. The (1) ypxn v
clarifies that this may be done only by 2 wn. We are lenient and allow

this hefsek only because Maariv is a mw; by mnw it is not made.
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R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan zt”l (Chofetz Chaim) would say:
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“NN YT NNTR POY T NN IR DIPNN D PO YN 7OV DY - Hashem told Moshe that the land he is standing on is
sacred. We learn from this that the exact situation in which a person finds himself is sacred. If your life situation is
difficult, it is exactly in that situation that Hashem wants you to serve Him. As Chazal teach, NN XS D19’ (according
to the difficulty is the reward). A fool makes mud out of gold, but a wise person makes gold out of mud.”

R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk zt”’ (Meshech Chochma) would say:

“ONIW M52 M1 'N N 1D’ - The reason why a bechor, a firstborn son, receives a double portion of his father’s
inheritance, is because he is the one responsible for making him into a father in the first place. Similarly, the Jewish
Nation is considered Hashem’s ‘Firstborn’ child as we have ‘made’ the Almighty the Father of all mankind in the world
by being the first nation to recognize His G-dliness and Divine Providence in the world.”

A Wise Man would say:

“A smile is the lig
Printed By: Mailway Serv1ces,
Serving Mosdos and Businesses
WorldwideSince 1980
(1-888-Mailway)

verifiable signatures * 855.400.5964 * www. kvo

ghting system of the face, the coohn system of the head and the heating system of the heart.”

Mazel Tovto Nussi & Aviva Mehland

Eli& Sarah Goldberg onthe Upcoming
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Unlike Sefer Bereishis, which relates the story of Creation and how our ancestors revealed the glory of the Almighty to
the world, Sefer Shemos is a progression of actions, a series of miraculous events, that catapult the children of Israel into
becoming the Chosen Nation of Klal Yisroel. It teaches us how in the future, we are going to see not just the good deeds
that we do, but the ripple effects of those deeds and how they manifest themselves in the world. How special it is when a
person sees the fruits of his labor. That feeling of seeing the fruits of every one of our deeds will be unparalleled. Now is
the time to do the labor, to grab every opportunity to perform a good deed. That will be our glory and that is our lives.

Rabbi Shaul Rosen is the Founder and Director of A-Time, an organization devoted to assisting childless Jewish
couples yearning for a baby of their own. Helping a couple through infertility has staggering costs and A-Time
consistently turns sighs of distress into sighs of contentment, transforming tears of despair into tears of joy. Rabbi Rosen
recently told a story about Rabbi Tzvi Kamenetzky, who was married for many years without children.

In 1987, R’ Tzvi and his wife received the incredible news that she was expecting, and the months of anticipation
heightened their anxiety. Ultimately, the child was born prematurely and only weighed 2%2 pounds at birth. The prognosis
was very grim. Doctors did not know if the baby was going to make it. For the next two months, the little infant fought for
his life and then, Boruch Hashem, he came home to his parents. At the Bris Milah, they named him Yaakov.

R’ Tzvi and his wife were overwhelmed with gratitude to the entire staff at the hospital for putting in every possible
effort to save their child’s life. They wanted to buy a meaningful gift for the nurses, doctors and other healthcare
professionals who were involved in saving little Yaakov’s life. They really wanted to show their appreciation, but they
couldn’t think of just the right thing to buy. As a true ben Torah, R’ Tzvi went to ask his Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Elya Svei z¢”l
for advice. The Rosh Yeshivah told him as follows: “It says in Parshas Shemos, 'T1om5 0PN 20 - Hashem did
kindness to the Jewish midwives, Shifra and Puah, for risking their lives to save the Jewish babies who were born in hiding,
to avoid the Egyptian soldiers who were under orders to kill them by tossing them into the Nile River. Their reward, however,
is not specified until the following posuk, when it says, ‘D2 on> wy». Rashi tells us Hashem made them houses: Batei
Malchus and Batei Kehuna (Houses of Royalty and Priesthood). So which kindness is this first posuk referring to?”

The Rosh Yeshivah answered, “The kindness of this posuk is the final words of the posuk. 11 8y OYN 2 - Hashem
showed Shifra and Puah the magnificent fruits of their labor. They were able to see that because of their efforts, Klal
Yisroel multiplied and became a strong nation. This is a great kindness and it gave them such satisfaction.”

R’ Elya looked at his falmid and then gave the following advice. “What should you buy the hosptial staff? Don’t buy
them anything - do something instead! Every year, on your little Yaakov’s birthday, bring him down to the NICU and
show the nurses and doctors how he is growing and becoming stronger. Let them see the fruits of their labor. Allow them
to bask in the knowledge that they helped this little boy live. That will bring them the most satisfaction.”

R’ Tzvi took his Rosh Yeshivah’s advice and brought his son Yaakov, on his first birthday, to the NICU where he
showed the staff his gratitude in the most meaningful way. He did this year after year, and then, on the child’s 13th

birthday, R’ Tzvi posted an invitation in the NICU, inviting the entire staff to Yaakov’s Bar Mitzvah celebration.

That night, he received an unexpected phone call from the head nurse in the NICU. She told him, “Rabbi Kamenetzky,
you surely realize that most of our current staff was not around 13 years ago, when your son was being treated here. But I
want you to know, we’re all planning to attend the Bar Mitzvah. You know why? Because your son is our poster child for
success. Each nurse being trained-in, gets to hear all about little Yaakov Kamenetzky. ‘Be sure to do your utmost for every

infant,” we tell them. ‘You never know - the child you are treating might become the next Yaakov Kamenetzky!’”
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In the Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi related the journey of
Yaakov and his family and how they eventually found
themselves in Egypt. Chazal say that Yeshaya’s observation
of how “those who Yaakov caused to take root and came (to
Egypt), have flourished and blossomed,” is really a reference
to Hashem’s solemn promise that the Torah will never be
forgotten and that through the scholars of Bavel shall it
sprout and flourish. What is the connection and how does

Chazal see this reference from a seemingly simple posuk?
The Medrash Tanchuma explains that just as Yaakov
sent his son Yehudah down to Egypt ahead of the rest to

establish a Beis Medrash to study and pray, Hashem saved
the learning of Torah by “sending” the two largest Yeshivos -
Nehardea and Sura - and their Talmidei Chachamim down
to Bavel prior to the destruction of Yerushalayim.

People tend to think that the way to establish oneself in a
new place is by ensuring that all conveniences and comforts
are in place even before they arrive. The incredible lesson of
Yeshaya HaNavi is that spirituality is the key to a successful
move. One needs to tend to his spiritual needs (i.e. shuls,
schools, shiurim etc.) first, and only then make sure the
physical amenities are in place as well. If one follows this
example, he can be assured by Hashem’s promise that he and
his family will be successful beyond their wildest dreams.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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Rashi begins Sefer Shemos as follows: “Although (Hashem) counted them in their lifetime by their names, He counted

them again after their death, to let us know how precious they are, because they are likened to stars, which He takes out
and brings in by number and by name.” What is the significance of this metaphor? Why are we compared to stars?

I once heard an insightful pshat in the name of R’ Leib Bakst zt”l, the Rosh Yeshivah in Detroit. At the time of
creation, Hashem created the sun and moon the same size. The moon complained about this and was punished by being
diminished in size. Hashem placated the moon by giving him the stars to help serve him. Thus, it turns out, that the very
essence of the stars is to help and serve someone else. Zugt Reb Leib, that is a Yid and that is why we are likened to stars.
The purpose of stars is to assist the moon. Our whole metzius (essence) must be to look for occasions to help others out.

I would like to add a machshava based on a vort I once heard from my father, shlita, bshem the tzadikim, on the famous
euphemism of Chazal: "nNX NYwA MY NP W' - “Some acquire their ‘world’ in one instant.” The word "nyw" can also
mean turn, as we find in Parshas Bereishis, "ny¥ X7 N o8 pp ONY' - Hashem didn’t “turn” or favor Kayin’s offering. A
person, with one turn away from a spiritual danger, can acquire Olam Haba. If he sees something that might harm him
spiritually, and he intentionally “turns” away from it, he will be rewarded in the next world. Perhaps we can add, a person
who turns and makes the effort to help a fellow Yid, all the more so can aquire immeasurable schar. When we leave our
comfort zone, going out of our way, or even turn and say good morning, the impact can go far beyond the naked eye. One
can be mechazek another person changing Ihig life and ultimately his children’s lives forever. So let’s shoot for the stars!

ﬂpﬂ b= ) ﬂ-@‘—) 1-7@-@ you a question? You’re old enough to know the difference

(=) e "DIN TR TS IR 2D 5710171 ON T AN between a dollar bill and two quarters. Why did you take the

Ywn: Every day, after school, a young boy makes his way
into a local barber shop. The regular patrons are used to
him by now, but some of the new ones look on in surprise.
The minute the boy enters the barber’s establishment, the
old and wily barber stops what he is doing and whispers to
one of his new customers, “This is the dumbest kid in the
world. Watch while I prove it to you.”

The barber calls the boy over and puts a dollar bill in one
hand and two quarters in the other. Then, with a smile and a
wink, he asks, “Which do you want, son?”

After a moment’s hesitation, the boy reaches out, takes
the two quarters and leaves the shop.

“What did I tell you?” said the barber. “Such a dumb kid.
Every day - and he never learns!”

Later, when the customer leaves, he sees the same young

quarters instead of the dollar bill?”

The boy barely looked up. He licked his ice cream cone
again and replied, “Sir, I've been doing this now for
months. Not always easy finding new customers, but I make
it work. The day I take the dollar, the game is over!”

Yoy The Medrash tells us how Pharaoh sat on his throne
and played a game with his daughter’s newfound baby,
Moshe. He placed a tray of sparkling jewels and a tray of
shining hot coals in front of the child, and waited to see which
one he will go for. Moshe reached for the jewels - a sign that
he would one day remove the crown from Pharaoh’s head -
but an angel moved his hand and he grabbed the coals. He
burned his hand and touched his mouth, causing a speech
impediment for the rest of his life. Indeed, Moshe was a very
smart child, but sometimes in the “game of life”” one needs to

L May Lask be mo\re cautious than canny, so as to stay away from harm.
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We just ended Sefer Bereishis where Yaakov Avinu called his children together and blessed them. We now begin Sefer
Shemos which talks about Bnei Yisroel becoming a nation, Klal Yisroel. There is a great message for us in the juxtaposition of
Vayechi right before Shemos. The key word that Yaakov Avinu is beseeching his children for all future generations is
“HA’ASFU” - gather together. This is the secret to the success of Klal Yisroel. This is the only way that we can hope for all the
blessings and the geulah, that Hashem has in store for His beloved children - that is if we band together in unity and love.

The Gemara in Yerushalmi (Brachos 9,1) states: “K’sheim sheain partzufeihem domin ze laze, kach ain daatan domeh ze
lazeh.” This means that just as no two people look exactly alike - even twins have some distinguishing feature - no two people
think exactly alike. The question is, why the comparison? Why couldn’t the Gemara just say that no two people think alike?

Explains R’ Leibele Eiger z¢’l, the fact that no two people look alike is a good thing. People need to be unique and special
in their own right. Therefore, the fact that no two people think alike is also a good thing. Why do we get so angry and upset at
others when others don’t think like us? Why do we get into a fight with someone when they disagree with our opinion? Why can’t
we accept and be happy when someone disagrees with me, the same way I am happy when someone doesn’t look like me?

The way to promote achdus and love between people is by accepting their differences and even embracing them. The motto
in all our relationships should be, “We agree to disagree.” And we can love, appreciate, honor and respect all Jews no matter
who they are, where they come from, what they look like, and how they think. This is one great tool in working to achieve
achdus in Klal Yisroel. My we be zoche to be Yidden who stand together with achdus, bringing the Shechina into our midst.

boy coming out of the ice cream store. ‘“‘Hey, son! May I ask




