
 aht cegh ,t vnhrmn ohtcv ktrah hbc ,una vktu
wudu utc u,hcu(t-t) ,ukdv ,gc ,uezj,v hfrs - 

    t,gc 'vbuatrc /ohrmn .rtc ktrah hbc sucgha rsx ,t ohj,up ukt ,uhar
unuhxcaf ohsruhv kf ,t urpxu ubn ohrmn .rtk o,hc hbc kfu uhbcu cegh ,shrh
;tu otbnk ufrmuv vnk vrutfk 'wohgca vnhrmn vtcv cegh ,hck apbv kfw rntb
'vnhrmn usrh rat ,uapb ohgca uhva rnuk hs vhv ,uhyrpc ovh,una ,t yrpk
rpxnk cajbu unmg hbpc cuaj t"utfa ugsha 'rnuku znrk ubhct cegh aehca tkt
ohrehu ohcuaja rjtn ij hbctu ohbhbp ,uhkdrn ohrpuxv ohabt lrsf 'srpbc
hrv (uf-n uvhgah) wtreh oac okfk otcm rpxnc thmunvw rntbv hpfu 'ovhbhgc
shnk,u ic kfa ,gsk ct kf kg lf 'oau rpxnc unkugn vhrc kfk true ,"hava
tukn ,t kceha 'uhkt xjhv od vhvha lhrm ;t lfk ot,vcu 'ohnukvhf ohrehu ohua
/(u-cf hkan) wufrs hp kg rgbk lbjw f"vtnf ufrs hpf t"f uk lrmbvu uk aursv xjhv
ie,kw - h"ar arhp wvbad uhbpk ,ruvkw vsuvh ,t jkaaf cegh ,buuf v,hv od uz   
- ,uchahu ,unuen hdux vnfu vnf j,pha ubhhvu wvtruv tm, oana sunk, ,hc uk
kfku 'vru,c gdh,vku ,ukgk u,kufhu u,drs hpk uk oht,nvu hutrv ,t sjt kfk

/trucv ,cvtu vru, hfrsc ,ukg,vku wv ogubc tuck .upjh uc ouenv ,t rgb
ubjbt$od lhscg itm vgrw uk uchav 'ovhagn vn - o,usut kta vgrpaf od     
tku ovh,uct uexg,va vnc exg,vk ohfhann ova uhbpk urnta hrv wubh,uct od
vgrp hbpk zhrfvk uaehc ,tz ,t - ovh,uctn ohnfju ohcuaj r,uh onmg ,t uag
ohmpj tkt 'ovh,uct ourga tk rat ohasj ohfrsu ohfkvn ohapjn obhta

 

vnk gark rnthu ohmb ohrcg ohabt hba vbvu hbav ouhc tmhu
 lgr vf,(dh-c)v"cevc vbuntv hrehgc ,usuxhv suxh - 

    tvaevu /k"fg '"sh ,nrvc gar treb uvfv tka p"gt 'gar vf, vnk" 'h"ar
rrrreeeehhhh    hhhhkkkkffffvvvvaehca ch,f ifhvns 'h"fv vaev sugu ?u,unf gar vz hf vank shdv hns 

in ,uhvk ohehsmv ,sns '.rh,u ?u,ufvk ush orhu rntb tk hrva ann u,ufvk
,t vfvk ush orvs iuhfu 'ihchan ibhtu ;rjn kue ohgnua ohckug ibhtu ohckgbv
o,prj ohgnua ubhtu 'urhcj uk vaga vn kche tks iuhf 'vfv tk ihhsgs odv 'urhcj
ubhta hn b"vts 'sutn vun, rcsv ihhsg kct /s",fg 'gar tuv f"g 'ihchan ibhtu
ouana tnhb htnt kct 'ohehsmv ,sn uvzs 'ehsm ubht 'chan ubhtu u,prj gnua

?gar tuv ohehsmv ,sn uk ihta hn 'gar huv hfv
vbuntv hrehgc ,usuxhv suxh vzn rtucn vbvs 'ihbgv rtck ,"hvzgc vtrbu    
ukhptu /v"cev ,dvbv tkc vagba okugc rcs oua ihts 'ihntn ubt vbvs /v"cevc
vaug tuva vn kf ',uagk rjc tuva rcs ,uagk kufh tuva vtrba 'vrhjc kgc
cuj ihkdkdns 'grv ,uagk jhkav ,uhvk rjc tuva er 'v"cev ,dvbvc er tuv fwwd
ubnn kpbv kph hf :ktgnah hcr hcs tb," (/ck) ,ca wndc 'vzk ruenu /chhj hwwg

 

/vshgnu vhyx hkc ovhbc uagh ,uctv uaga vn kf ,tu tcx ktrah lrsc ,fkk
    ,t kyck ubumrcu vfupvv lrsc ovng lkv sucghav ,rhzd ,hatrc vgrp lt

ohfrsc o,ht ,fkk aehc 'wuk vnfj,b vcvw uhmguh ,mgc zhrfv wktrah ogw suxh
onhfjvk tuv u,rynu umpj kfa urnutc o,cuyu onuka aecnf ,uekekj
wsc ohna hexgc ovh,uba hhj hnh kf ,t uhjh tk ignk 'ovh,uctn r,uh kufhcf
ugshc 'ovh,ugs ,t ukhfah ;tu okugv hbhbgn r,uh ugshu urhfh er 'vfkv ka ,unt
,tuum ovhkg vezj h"bc lt ',usvhv hbnnx ,t ovhkgn shruh lrsv vz ifta
uktdb ohrcs wsv ukt ,ufzc iftu 'rus rusn vruxnv lrsn ,uyxk tka ovh,uct
tka vnc 'oauck ,tu obuak ,t ubha tkau ona ,t ubha tka 'ohrmnn ktrah

/rjcbv ogk uhvu ufz ,unhn,c ofrsc ufkv tkt ovh,uctn unhfjv
',uhkdv ,gac oehzjha vn jfvu suxhv ,t ubhct cegh ovk vkhd okuf kgu    
rcsk tumn ,g kfc sguu,vk ohcuy ohrcj og ,urcj,vvu ,usjtv jf tuvu
,t ofk vshdtu upxtvw ovk rnt rat hpf 'trucv ,sucgu vkhp,u vru, hbhbgn
ohsuvh rtahvk ,kufhvu vue,va hrv 'wohnhv ,hrjtc of,t treh$rat
t,uumc vchahvu ,upxt,vv hsh kg tuv ohnhv ,hrjtc u,ru,ku oavk ohbntb

/,urusv ouhe lanvk vshjhv vcurgv uvuz 'ohrcj ,cvtc
ktrah hbc ujbthuw wv kt uegm 'vgrp ,tn o,rmu obudh ,tx vtkna ,gcu    
ohgher vrca o,khp, 'wvscgv in ohektv kt o,gua kg,u uegzhu vscgv in
i,bw h"arp 'wohekt gshu ktrah hbc ,t ohekt trhuw sucfv txf sg ghdvu
iumrv hfrs ,t rhtva ubhcr van ka ujufca hrv 'uhbhg ohkgv tku ck ovhkg
,gc ovk v,hva u,nh,xn ckv vj,pbu ,ukdv ,fajk ;uxvu .ev vtc 'ovca

/vnhkav i,kutdk ohhbhgv kujhu ckv ,hhpmk ,kufh oshc vhv cuau ,ukdv
tkt /kpub utre cu,fvu kpb tk hrva ',hatrc hnh ,aan kuphk vz hutr (ubnn)
ouan kuphk orda odv 'hrv /f"g '"chhj hsh kg vcuju htfz hsh kg ,ufz ihkdkdna

 c,f vz lrs kgu /kupha vrzdb rcf n"n 'vegn vbc tkalllluuuubbbbhhhhjjjjvvvv(t"nr vumn) 
tuv vchxv 'gr sg cuyn ostk uvrea vn kfs rjts '"vneb ruxhtv" rtck
vn kf 'f"gu /v"cev iumr h,kc rcs ,uagk kufh ost oua ihtu 'v"cev ,tn
suxh kf tuv 'vz kgu /ccuxn tuv iuugv er 'u,gr ,chx ubht tuv 'urhcj uk vaga

 arpna vn gushu /vneb ka ruxhtvgggg""""hhhhzzzz    tttthhhhbbbb,,,,vvvv    kkkkggggcccc ((((vvvv""""ffffpppp    aaaassssuuuueeeevvvv    ,,,,uuuurrrrddddtttt))))kg '
icun ogyvu '"vrz vscug scug ukhtf xgufv kf" '(z"f ;s t"j e"vuz) k"zj rntn
,tna ihntn vhv ukht hf vbuntv ubnn vek,xb uxgf ,gca hpk vbhc hgsuhk

/uhrcs kfc a"hg 'wufu kkf xgfc vhv tk uk ,tz v,hv wv
,t vfna hns 'urhcj ,t vfnv ka ,ugarc ruthc uvzs rnuk ubk ah f"tu     
'uhkg xguf tuv f"gu 'u,gr ,chx tuv urhcja cauj tuva ouan er ubhhv 'urhcj
kufh ost oua ihtu 'v"cev ,jdavc tuv kfva ihntn ubhta ouan tuv vz kfu
gar tuv hrv 'urhcj ,t vfna hn f"gu /v"cev ka iumrc ubhta rcs oua ,uagk
ubhkg ,kyun vsucgu /v"cevc vbuntv ,usuxh hrehgc ihntn ubhta !rund
,rhzdc tuv kfv 'vrhjc kgc h"g ukhptu 'okugc vagba rcs kfa ihntvk

 !vgrv ,chx ost oua ihta 'ost oua kg xgufk ihtu 'v"cev

R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan zt”l (Chofetz Chaim) would say:

     “wtuv ase ,nst uhkg snug v,t rat ouenv hf lhkdr kgn lhkgb kaw - Hashem told Moshe that the land he is standing on is

sacred. We learn from this that the exact situation in which a person finds himself is sacred. If your life situation is

difficult, it is exactly in that situation that Hashem wants you to serve Him. As Chazal teach, wtrdt trgm oupkw (according

to the difficulty is the reward). A fool makes mud out of gold, but a wise person makes gold out of mud.”

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk zt”l (Meshech Chochma) would say:

    “wktrah hrfc hbc wv rnt vfw - The reason why a bechor, a firstborn son, receives a double portion of his father’s

inheritance, is because he is the one responsible for making him into a father in the first place. Similarly, the Jewish

Nation is considered Hashem’s ‘Firstborn’ child as we have ‘made’ the Almighty the Father of all mankind in the world

by being the first nation to recognize His G-dliness and Divine Providence in the world.”

A Wise Man would say: 

    “A smile is the lighting system of the face, the cooling system of the head and the heating system of the heart.”                                             

TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUBSCRIBE 

AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE AND RECEIVE THIS THIS THIS THIS 

TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.

WWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORGWWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORG

OR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TOOR SEND AN EMAIL TO

TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN@

YAHOO.COMYAHOO.COMYAHOO.COMYAHOO.COM

vkhp,k vkutd ,ufhnx - Berachos 9b

The  (j:the)vrurc vban  brings  (:s ,ufrc)h"ar  who explains that being
ehxpn before g"una is like knocking on the door of a king; if the king
answers and sees you distracted, he will leave and not come back,
even if you knock again.  (z:ux)g"ua  paskens not to say int after the
chazan says ktrah ktd. The t"nr rules that one should answer int. 
The ovrct idn suggests a solution. One should finish ktrah ktd with
the chazan, so he will not need to say int and avoid any issues. The
c"n highly suggests this solution. Although not mentioned in poskim,
many Yeshivos in Europe were dvub for the chazan to end ktrah ktd
quietly, avoiding the issue of saying int and being mafsik. Rav Henkin

zt”l was outspoken about this and felt saying the ending quietly should
not be done (vru, ,rzg juk). g"ua (c:ukr) says that the gabbai may
announce "tuchu vkgh" as a reminder before vrag vbuna, since this is
a "vkhp, lrum" and it isn’t considered a hefsek. The (ws) iuhmv rga
clarifies that this may be done only by chrgn. We are lenient and allow

this hefsek only because Maariv is a ,uar; by ,hrja it is not made.

,nab hukhgk
ovrct wr

ktuna ;xuh
wr ic rykt
k"z whcuy

tahr u,hgru
wr ,c kjr

ovrct
v"g vnka
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                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (158)
Women Learning Torah: We’ve discussed the obligation of a
father to teach his daughter the halachos of the mitzvos that she
must fulfill, and her own obligation to know them if she wasn’t
taught them. There is another section of this concept which
opens up new material that a girl or lady must know, and that is
Chovos Halevovos - Duties of the Heart. Ladies have all these
duties just like men, and certain topics must be text-learned or
heard by them to help them fulfill their obligations. Let us list
many of the basic mitzvos that belong in this category. 

Emunah and Bitachon B’Hashem.
Ahavas Hashem - loving Hashem, and the other Mitzvos
Tmidiyos - constant mitzvos - that are listed in Biur Halacha
(1) from the Chinuch. 
Ahavas Yisroel - loving Yidden, with all the mitzvos of
chessed and honesty that are included. 
Middos Tovos - good character traits, such as being humble,
long tempered and considerate of the feelings of other people.
Fulfilling the mitzvos they do with enthusiasm and joy.

Climbing in the Above Areas. All the above (unless one
comes from an unusually spiritual home where these things are
lived and transmitted with perfection) cannot be done without
learning or hearing the positive direction of the Mussar of
Chazal. This can be gleaned from the Aggados of Chazal in the
Gemara and Midrash, from the classical Mussar seforim like
Chovos Halevovos and Mesilas Yeshorim, and from the many
later seforim in all languages, which talk about these areas of
self-improvement. Ladies must be exposed to the above even if
the world around us is fighting these ideals and concepts, and
certainly with the world sinking in morals. This can be done
with text-learning, shiurim, CDs and group-learning, which has
been very successful in topics like Tznius and Lashon Hara. 
Maseches Avos. R’ Elya Svei zt”l once asked R’ Moshe zt”l

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

about a school that wanted to include learning Mishnayos in the
curriculum for girls. In Igros Moshe (2) he replies that it is
prohibited to learn regular Mishnayos with girls except for
Maseches Avos which is full of Yiras Shamayim and Middos
Tovos which should definitely be taught to them. Many other
Gedolim are quoted as encouraging ladies to know Pirkei Avos (3).

Obligation of Ladies Teaching Girls. Even though fathers and
Talmidei Chachamim have an obligation to teach Torah to
children and students, no such obligation rests on ladies, as it says
in the Gemara (3). Even in the relevant laws and the Chovos
Halevovos that ladies are required to know, there is no obligation
as per the mitzvah of Talmud Torah for ladies to teach other
ladies. Nevertheless, because of Arvus (responsibility for fellow
Jews) that Klal Yisroel accepted at Arvos Moav, they do have an
obligation to help other ladies to know what they need to know.



      We just ended Sefer Bereishis where Yaakov Avinu called his children together and blessed them. We now begin Sefer
Shemos which talks about Bnei Yisroel becoming a nation, Klal Yisroel. There is a great message for us in the juxtaposition of
Vayechi right before Shemos. The key word that Yaakov Avinu is beseeching his children for all future generations is
“HA’ASFU” - gather together. This is the secret to  the success of Klal Yisroel. This is the only way that we can hope for all the
blessings and the geulah, that Hashem has in store for His beloved children - that is if we band together in unity and love.
    The Gemara in Yerushalmi (Brachos 9,1) states: “K’sheim sheain partzufeihem domin ze laze, kach ain daatan domeh ze
lazeh.” This means that just as no two people look exactly alike - even twins have some distinguishing feature - no two people
think exactly alike. The question is, why the comparison? Why couldn’t the Gemara just say that no two people think alike?
    Explains R’ Leibele Eiger zt”l, the fact that no two people look alike is a good thing. People need to be unique and special
in their own right. Therefore, the fact that no two people think alike is also a good thing. Why do we get so angry and upset at
others when others don’t think like us? Why do we get into a fight with someone when they disagree with our opinion? Why can’t
we accept and be happy when someone disagrees with me, the same way I am happy when someone doesn’t look like me? 
    The way to promote achdus and love between people is by accepting their differences and even embracing them. The motto
in all our relationships should be, “We agree to disagree.” And we can love, appreciate, honor and respect all Jews no matter
who they are, where they come from, what they look like, and how they think. This is one great tool in working to achieve
achdus in Klal Yisroel. My we be zoche to be Yidden who stand together with achdus, bringing the Shechina into our midst.JJ JJ oo oo
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    Rashi begins Sefer Shemos as follows: “Although (Hashem) counted them in their lifetime by their names, He counted
them again after their death, to let us know how precious they are, because they are likened to stars, which He takes out
and brings in by number and by name.” What is the significance of this metaphor? Why are we compared to stars?
     I once heard an insightful pshat in the name of R’ Leib Bakst zt”l, the Rosh Yeshivah in Detroit. At the time of
creation, Hashem created the sun and moon the same size. The moon complained about this and was punished by being
diminished in size. Hashem placated the moon by giving him the stars to help serve him. Thus, it turns out, that the very
essence of the stars is to help and serve someone else. Zugt Reb Leib, that is a Yid and that is why we are likened to stars.
The purpose of stars is to assist the moon. Our whole metzius (essence) must be to look for occasions to help others out.
    I would like to add a machshava based on a vort I once heard from my father, shlita, bshem the tzadikim, on the famous
euphemism of Chazal: ",jt vgac unkug vbue ah" - “Some acquire their ‘world’ in one instant.” The word "vga" can also
mean turn, as we find in Parshas Bereishis, "vga tk u,jbn ktu ihe ktu" - Hashem didn’t “turn” or favor Kayin’s offering. A
person, with one turn away from a spiritual danger, can acquire Olam Haba. If he sees something that might harm him
spiritually, and he intentionally “turns” away from it, he will be rewarded in the next world. Perhaps we can add, a person
who turns and makes the effort to help a fellow Yid, all the more so can aquire immeasurable schar. When we leave our
comfort zone, going out of our way, or even turn and say good morning, the impact can go far beyond the naked eye. One
can be mechazek another person changing his life and ultimately his children’s lives forever. So let’s shoot for the stars!       

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 //// vnhrmn ohtcv ktrah hbc ,una vktu(t-t)

 ///// oh,c ovk aghu ohektv ,t ,skhnv utrh hf hvhu /stn unmghu ogv crhu ,skhnk ohekt cyhhu(tf'f-t)
    Unlike Sefer Bereishis, which relates the story of Creation and how our ancestors revealed the glory of the Almighty to
the world, Sefer Shemos is a progression of actions, a series of miraculous events, that catapult the children of Israel into
becoming the Chosen Nation of Klal Yisroel. It teaches us how in the future, we are going to see not just the good deeds
that we do, but the ripple effects of those deeds and how they manifest themselves in the world. How special it is when a
person sees the fruits of his labor. That feeling of seeing the fruits of every one of our deeds will be unparalleled. Now is
the time to do the labor, to grab every opportunity to perform a good deed. That will be our glory and that is our lives.
     Rabbi Shaul Rosen is the Founder and Director of A-Time, an organization devoted to assisting childless Jewish
couples yearning for a baby of their own. Helping a couple through infertility has staggering costs and A-Time
consistently turns sighs of distress into sighs of contentment, transforming tears of despair into tears of joy. Rabbi Rosen
recently told a story about Rabbi Tzvi Kamenetzky, who was married for many years without children. 
    In 1987, R’ Tzvi and his wife received the incredible news that she was expecting, and the months of anticipation
heightened their anxiety. Ultimately, the child was born prematurely and only weighed 2½ pounds at birth. The prognosis
was very grim. Doctors did not know if the baby was going to make it. For the next two months, the little infant fought for
his life and then, Boruch Hashem, he came home to his parents. At the Bris Milah, they named him Yaakov.
     R’ Tzvi and his wife were overwhelmed with gratitude to the entire staff at the hospital for putting in every possible
effort to save their child’s life. They wanted to buy a meaningful gift for the nurses, doctors and other healthcare
professionals who were involved in saving little Yaakov’s life. They really wanted to show their appreciation, but they
couldn’t think of just the right thing to buy. As a true ben Torah, R’ Tzvi went to ask his Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Elya Svei zt”l

for advice. The Rosh Yeshivah told him as follows: “It says in Parshas Shemos, w,uskhnk oheukt cyhhuw - Hashem did
kindness to the Jewish midwives, Shifra and Puah, for risking their lives to save the Jewish babies who were born in hiding,
to avoid the Egyptian soldiers who were under orders to kill them by tossing them into the Nile River. Their reward, however,
is not specified until the following posuk, when it says, woh,c ovk aghuw. Rashi tells us Hashem made them houses: Batei
Malchus and Batei Kehuna (Houses of Royalty and Priesthood). So which kindness is this first posuk referring to?” 
     The Rosh Yeshivah answered, “The kindness of this posuk is the final words of the posuk. wstn unmghu ogv crhuw - Hashem
showed Shifra and Puah the magnificent fruits of their labor. They were able to see that because of their efforts, Klal
Yisroel multiplied and became a strong nation. This is a great kindness and it gave them such satisfaction.”
     R’ Elya looked at his talmid and then gave the following advice. “What should you buy the hosptial staff? Don’t buy
them anything - do something instead! Every year, on your little Yaakov’s birthday, bring him down to the NICU and
show the nurses and doctors how he is growing and becoming stronger. Let them see the fruits of their labor. Allow them
to bask in the knowledge that they helped this little boy live. That will bring them the most satisfaction.”    
    R’ Tzvi took his Rosh Yeshivah’s advice and brought his son Yaakov, on his first birthday, to the NICU where he
showed the staff his gratitude in the most meaningful way. He did this year after year, and then, on the child’s 13th
birthday, R’ Tzvi posted an invitation in the NICU, inviting the entire staff to Yaakov’s Bar Mitzvah celebration. 
     That night, he received an unexpected phone call from the head nurse in the NICU. She told him, “Rabbi Kamenetzky,
you surely realize that most of our current staff was not around 13 years ago, when your son was being treated here. But I
want you to know, we’re all planning to attend the Bar Mitzvah. You know why? Because your son is our poster child for
success. Each nurse being trained-in, gets to hear all about little Yaakov Kamenetzky. ‘Be sure to do your utmost for every
infant,’ we tell them. ‘You never know - the child you are treating might become the next Yaakov Kamenetzky!’”                  

     vnhrmn ohtcv ktrah hbc ,una vktu
wudu utc u,hcu aht cegh ,t          (t-t) 

 //// hfbt iuak scfu vp scf hf wufu wv kt van rnthu(h-s)
llllyyyynnnn: Every day, after school, a young boy makes his way
into a local barber shop. The regular patrons are used to
him by now, but some of the new ones look on in surprise.
The minute the boy enters the barber’s establishment, the
old and wily barber stops what he is doing and whispers to
one of his new customers, “This is the dumbest kid in the
world. Watch while I prove it to you.”
    The barber calls the boy over and puts a dollar bill in one
hand and two quarters in the other. Then, with a smile and a
wink, he asks, “Which do you want, son?”
    After a moment’s hesitation, the boy reaches out, takes
the two quarters and leaves the shop. 
    “What did I tell you?” said the barber. “Such a dumb kid.
Every day - and he never learns!”
     Later, when the customer leaves, he sees the same young
boy coming out of the ice cream store. “Hey, son! May I ask
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you a question? You’re old enough to know the difference
between a dollar bill and two quarters. Why did you take the
quarters instead of the dollar bill?”
    The boy barely looked up. He licked his ice cream cone
again and replied, “Sir, I’ve been doing this now for
months. Not always easy finding new customers, but I make
it work. The day I take the dollar, the game is over!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Medrash tells us how Pharaoh sat on his throne
and played a game with his daughter’s newfound baby,
Moshe. He placed a tray of sparkling jewels and a tray of
shining hot coals in front of the child, and waited to see which
one he will go for. Moshe reached for the jewels - a sign that
he would one day remove the crown from Pharaoh’s head -
but an angel moved his hand and he grabbed the coals. He
burned his hand and touched his mouth, causing a speech
impediment for the rest of his life. Indeed, Moshe was a very
smart child, but sometimes in the “game of life” one needs to
be more cautious than canny, so as to stay away from harm.  
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  In the Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi related the journey of
Yaakov and his family and how they eventually found
themselves in Egypt. Chazal say that Yeshaya’s observation
of how “those who Yaakov caused to take root and came (to
Egypt), have flourished and blossomed,” is really a reference
to Hashem’s solemn promise that the Torah will never be
forgotten and that through the scholars of Bavel shall it
sprout and flourish. What is the connection and how does
Chazal see this reference from a seemingly simple posuk?
    The Medrash Tanchuma explains that just as Yaakov
sent his son Yehudah down to Egypt ahead of the rest to

establish a Beis Medrash to study and pray, Hashem saved
the learning of Torah by “sending” the two largest Yeshivos -
Nehardea  and Sura - and their Talmidei Chachamim down
to Bavel prior to the destruction of Yerushalayim.
   People tend to think that the way to establish oneself in a
new place is by ensuring that all conveniences and comforts
are in place even before they arrive. The incredible lesson of
Yeshaya HaNavi is that spirituality is the key to a successful
move. One needs to tend to his spiritual needs (i.e. shuls,
schools, shiurim etc.) first, and only then make sure the
physical amenities are in place as well. If one follows this
example, he can be assured by Hashem’s promise that he and
his family will be successful beyond their wildest dreams.


