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   On Tu B’Shvat, one should ponder the incredible and unlimited
kindness of Hashem and the fact that He is constantly providing us
with so many species of luscious and nutritious fruit. The berachah

that acknowledges all the sunlight, rain, wind, soil growth, etc., is
what actually activates all these gifts from Heaven, so that they
continuously reoccur time after time. One should exert himself daily
to recite these berachos with proper concentration and an
overwhelming feeling of gratitude.
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   A SERIES IN HALACHAH

   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Tu B’Shvat: Nature of the Day

     This year, Tu B’Shvat falls out on Shabbos. Tu B’Shvat

(15th day of Shvat) is the New Year for trees in the sense

that they begin to grow anew from this day on, due to the

nourishment that they receive from the ground. It is not the

“Day of Judgment” for trees since that takes place on

Shavuos (1). Nevertheless, there is a widespread minhag to

daven on this day for a beautiful esrog for the following

Sukkos, (2) and although one is not allowed to ask for private

requests on Shabbos, one is permitted to daven for a

beautiful esrog this year on Tu B’Shvat. This is because the

prohibition against private requests on Shabbos applies to

issues which might dampen one’s mood on Shabbos, such

as healing a sickness, or parnassah, etc. However, this is a

request for a mitzvah item and is not forbidden. Also, when

an opportune time arises (iumr ,g) on Shabbos, and will be

gone after Shabbos, some poskim are lenient with regard to

personal requests.

Eating Fruit on Tu B’Shvat

    It is customary to eat many different types of fruit on this

day (especially fruit which Eretz Yisroel is praised with, i.e.

grapes, olives, etc.). When one makes a beracha on these

fruit to thank Hashem for the product of the previous year’s

rain and growth, he is thereby activating the new cycle of

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

growth, that begins all over again on Tu B’Shvat. 

   If one has a number of ".gv hrp truc" items, and among

them he has fruit from the species that Eretz Yisroel is

praised with, one should make the beracha on those special

items. If a person has more than one of these species in front

of him, the order of importance (and the one to make the

blessing on) is as follows: Olives, dates, grapes (raisins), figs

and pomegranates (3).

Checking Fruit and Vegetables for Bugs

    On Tu B’Shvat, when we eat extra amounts of fruit, one

must be especially vigilant in checking for bugs. A

knowledgable person in this field should be consulted

regarding which fruits need to be checked and which do not.

For example, ohcurj (carobs) that some people eat, must be

split open down the length, and then the cavities must be

checked for bugs and eggs.

    eeeezzzz`̀̀̀xxxxwwwwllll    mmmmiiiiqqqqpppp    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnneeee    eeeeppppzzzziiii`̀̀̀llll    xxxxwwwwaaaa    zzzzeeeeppppttttllll    mmmmiiiidddd    aaaayyyyiiiieeee
    ((((ffffkkkk----cccciiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiidddd    jjjjeeeezzzzaaaa    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxrrrrppppiiiieeee    

ohv og v"cev vb,v htb, 'ibjuh hcr rnt :arsnc t,ht    
htb,k - "ub,htk /// ohv cahu" s"vv 'ktrah hbpk greb tvha
rhfzvk lhrm vhv tkv 'oharpnv uvn,u /k"fg ung vb,va
ohv ,t oahu" w,fsf 'vghecv ,gac v"cev vb,va htb,v

?ub,htk ohv caa rjtk v,g tku '"ohnv ugechu vcrjk
 cahhn tkt    ktuna v"un e"vrv 'cuayfuxn r"unstv

 'ktunan oa wxc 'k"mz ihhyabrucota tuv htb,v ihbg kfa
ohv vhv tk ot f"tu /kyc vagnv vhvh 'htb,v ohheh tk
utmha ,gc ktrah hbc hbpk grevk htb,v ohhenu kcen
rzuj cua vhvu 'oh itf vhvha rntnv ;fh, kyc vhv 'ohrmnn

/okugk vach ,uhvk
hbc hbpk ,ntc grebu htb,v ,t ohv kceha vzc okut     
ohv rzja vzc 'tkhnnu /oh rtabu vagnv ohhe,b ifk 'ktrah
vza jrfv iht vghecc kct /"htb,"v ohhea ljrf kg 'ub,htk
vhv 'htb,v ohhek vmur vhv tk ot ukhpt hf 'htb,v ouhe smn

/vachk vagb
ic xjbp wr rnta (/z ihkuj) wndv hrcs ,t od arpk ah vzcu    
ohn lc urcgh tka rzud hbt utk otu uk eukjk htbhd rvbk rhth
'ehsm kfk scguan ,uhvk - "htb,"v ohheh tka iuhfs /okugk

   /okugk ohn uc urcgh tku hrndk kyc vagnv vhvh zt

    ((((ffffiiii----bbbbiiii))))    `̀̀̀eeeedddd    aaaaeeeexxxxwwww    iiiikkkk    mmmmiiiizzzzyyyylllltttt    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    jjjjxxxxcccc    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    mmmmggggpppp    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee
 rtucn vbv  vhv 'oh,akpv og vnjkn aaj tkuks 'trec

tuva 'vrme lrsc ktrah .rtk ktrah hbc ,t xhbfn v"cev
lrs kt v"cev ochxv aajv hbpn eru 'oh,akp .rt lrs
'icun vbht vz ogy vrutfku /;ux oh rcsnv lrs tuva ',rjt
hsf 'rcsnv lrs rucgk ktrah hbc lrmuv vz tkc ukhpt hrva
osuen whpt gceb vhv rcf vza 'hbhx rvc vru,v ,t kcek
v"cev rnt hf ubhmna unfu 'vru, i,n ouenf ohrmn ,thmhk
,una) "vzv rvv kg ohektv ,t iuscg," vbxv kmt vank
ktrah hbc ka o,fhkv ,t vru,v v,k, vn hbpn f"tu /(zh-d

?vnjkn aaj ka rjt ogyc rcsnv lrsc
 .r,n tkt    kgc 'k"mz .hkre vhgah ovrct r"undv irn

 'aht iuzjv,rhjck whpt ose oh,akp ,njkn ogya rapts
v"cev rnt unmg vz ogy hbpnu 'vru, i,n ouenf hbhx rv
',tz tkuk obnt /vzv rvv kg ohektv ,t uscgha vank
ogyn hf tmnb /ann ktrah .rtc ,b,hb vru,v v,hvu rapt
rv rjcb v"anu ;ux oh rcsnv lrs ogv ,t v"cev cchx vz

/vru,v ,bh,b ouenf hbhx
tkt /vru, i,n ouenf snugu guce hbhx rva 'k"pt sugu    
ohcahh,nu ktrah .rtk osue ohxbfb h"bc uhv vz ogy hkuka
'v,g okut /vru,v ,t kcek hbhx rvk ohtc uhv f"jt eru 'vc

 /h"tk uxbfba ory vru,v kcek rcsnv lrs ,fkk ufrmuv
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                          t"hr j"ut (3) yca - rfaah hbc (2) /zy vbav atr (1)
          

R' Itzeleh of Volozhin ZT"L (Peh Kadosh) would say:

    “A person who is careful with his health; eats properly, sleeps properly, exercises like he should, his body

is healthy and strong. But one whose entire life is devoted to learning Torah, who deprives himself of food

and sleep so as not to miss a second from learning, his body should become weak. However, states the posuk:

‘If you will listen to the voice of Hashem and do what is right in His eyes’ - the constant study of Torah -

‘Every sickness that I put on Egypt, I will not put on you’ - you will remain healthy and strong.”    

R' Eliyohu Meir Bloch ZT"L would say:

    “I realize that I make myself appear foolish in the eyes of my students when I insist that they stand up for

me when I pass them by or walk into a room. But what shall I do? That is the halachah and I have no choice

but to teach them to follow the halachah!”  

A Respected Mechanech would say:

    “If you ask a question, you might be considered a fool for five minutes. But if you don’t ask a question,

you will remain a fool for the rest of your life!”
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    The Gaon worked all his life to discredit the Haskalah and prove the folly of their ways. Even their

leaders, who claimed to be wise and understanding of the Torah, would attempt to twist the holy words to

their own benefit and purpose. The following story gives one a sense of how people of the time understood

the conflict between the Gaon and the Maskilim. 

    The curators of a prominent Russian museum owned a small stone that was reputed to possess remarkable

powers. Many scientists came to experiment on the stone, but no one could discover its abilities. The museum

committee decided to ship the stone to Germany, the cultural and scientific center of the world. But the

German scientists could not discover the properties of the stone either. They decided to return the stone.

    At that point, Moses Mendelssohn, a leader of the Haskalah and a scientist on the committee, stood up.

“Gentlemen! There is a certain Rabbi Eliyohu of Vilna who is renowned for his wisdom and attainments.

Before we return the stone to Russia, let us send it to him and see if he can unveil its mysterious powers.”

    A delegation of two German professors made their way to Vilna. Soon they were standing before the Gaon

in rapt silence as he examined the stone, rolling it about in his fingers. At last, the Gaon looked up and

motioned to his attendant. “Reb Hirsch,” he said to his gabbai, “please bring in a glass of water.” When the

water was brought in, the Gaon took the stone and dropped it into the glass. There was a fizzing noise, a

cloud of steam and then an amazing thing occurred: The water in the glass disappeared!

    One of the professors picked up the glass, looked at it from all sides and handed it to his colleague. This

was wonderful. The glass was stone dry! But where had the water gone? The two professors looked back at

the Gaon. “Please, honored Rabbi, you must explain!”

    The Gaon said, “This stone is a sapphire. When placed in water, it immediately breaks the water down to

its chemical elements: the gases of hydrogen and oxygen.” The two professors were astounded at the

scientific genius of this rabbi living in a remote Lithuanian town, and they took their leave with great respect.

   When the scientists returned to Germany, they reported on the Gaon’s incredible insight. Moses

Mendelssohn was present at the meeting, and he stood up and exclaimed excitedly, “If so, we have

discovered a naturalistic explanation for the splitting of the Red Sea! The sages of the Talmud relate that the

staff of Moshe was made of sapphire. Obviously, when he raised the staff over the sea, the water dissolved

for purely natural reasons, settling into its basic elements of hydrogen and oxygen.”

    When the Gaon heard of Moses Mendelssohn’s statement, he was outraged. “Heretic!” he proclaimed.

“Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu, ‘Lift your staff and stretch out your hands.’ The Medrash explains that the

word worvw - ‘Lift,’ means set aside. In other words, rather than use his staff to cause the water to part,  Moshe

Rabbeinu set it aside and only lifted his hands above the water. This was done so that heretics shouldn’t claim

that the water split naturally. This was indeed the miracle of the splitting of the Red Sea!” 

((((`̀̀̀----eeeehhhh))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    dddd`̀̀̀bbbb    dddd`̀̀̀bbbb    iiiikkkk    ''''ddddllll    ddddxxxxiiiiyyyy`̀̀̀    ....................    ''''ddddllll    zzzz`̀̀̀ffffdddd    ddddxxxxiiiiyyyydddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaaeeee    ddddyyyynnnn    xxxxiiiiyyyyiiii    ffff`̀̀̀ 
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                           aaaakkkkxxxx    llllkkkkeeee    xxxxeeeeggggaaaa    zzzzeeee`̀̀̀nnnn    yyyyyyyy    ggggwwwwiiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeelllleeeekkkk    llllrrrr    mmmmiiiiyyyyiiiillllyyyyeeee    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn        ((((ffff----cccciiii))))

    When Pharaoh chased after Bnei Yisroel in an

attempt to quell their flight to freedom, he

understood that he would need extraordinary powers

of vtnuy - impurity, to counteract the kedusha. Says

the Chiddushei Harim, R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter

ZT”L, he took with him 600 chariots, plus 7 hbc ,umn
jb - Noachide Laws, that he turned into Tumah,

"ohahkau" - 3 times 2, an extra 6.The total equalled

613 powers of Tumah, which Pharaoh used to fight

against the ,umn d"hr, - 613 mitzvos of the Torah!

    Another explanation is based on Tosfos (/sm ohjxp)
who writes that the world is comprised of three

unequal parts: one part water, one part wilderness

and one part civilization. Obviously, water covers the

greatest portion of the earth, while deserts, forests

and wastelands make up the second largest area.

Inhabitated areas, such as cities, towns and other

sites where people live, comprise the smallest section.

    Thus, writes R’ Yosef Patzanovsky ZT”L, when

Hashem was in the process of revealing His Glory

through the miracles and oh,pun that He brought

upon the world, He demonstrated his complete

dominance over these three areas: .rtv auchf -

conquering the Land (of Israel), displayed Hashem’s

control over the inhabitated land and the people

within it. The sucfv hbbgu 'ohrn rtc 'in (Mann, Well of

Miriam and the Clouds of Glory) were the miracles

that exemplified the Divine authority over the

wilderness. ;ux oh ,ghre - Splitting of the Sea, was

the manner in which Hashem portrayed His dominion

over the water. And of all three, "ukuf kg ohahkau" -

the third of water (oh ahka) and the miracles at the

sea, were far greater than all the rest (ukuf kg vkug)!   
 

    ................mmmmiiiinnnnyyyydddd    oooonnnn    mmmmggggllll    mmmmkkkkllll    xxxxiiiihhhhnnnnnnnn    iiiippppppppdddd        
    ̀̀̀̀ llll    mmmm`̀̀̀    iiiizzzzxxxxeeeezzzzaaaa    jjjjlllliiiidddd    eeeeppppqqqqpppp`̀̀̀    oooorrrrnnnnllll((((cccc----ffffhhhh))))    

    Rashi comments: “If they will observe the mitzvos

connected with the mann; not to leave over from it

and not to go out on Shabbos to collect it.” The mann

was a “test” that Bnei Yisroel needed to pass in order

to prove to Hashem that they were worthy to be His

Chosen Nation. What was the nature of this test?

  The Kli Yokor, R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntzitz

ZT”L, explains that there are two kinds of ohgbun -

hindrances, that stand in the way of a person

involving himself with Torah study. One is ohbpcn -

internal, the other .ujcn - external. The internal

hindrance is nourishment, which, due to its physical

character, blocks the mind, and prevents it from

absorbing Torah, which is totally spiritual. That is

why after the Heavenly Cloud purified Moshe from

the food that he had previously eaten, he refrained

from eating for the next forty days that he was on

Har Sinai, enabling him to learn the entire Torah

during that short period. The external hindrance is

one's constant quest to earn a livelihood, which does

not allow a person to relinquish his mundane

thoughts and immerse himself in the sea of Torah. 

   For this reason, Hashem fed the mann to the

generation that received the Torah. Here was a food

that was purely spiritual - the same food that sustains

the angels - and would not interfere with the Torah

that they would learn. At the same time, here was a

food that came to them effortlessly, leaving them free

to study Torah diligently without interference. For

forty years they received spiritual food, without a

worry in the world. Now, they really had no excuse

not to study Torah constantly and to grow in it. This

was the test that Bnei Yisroel faced in the desert.

llllyyyynnnn: At the engagement party of their children, the
two happy mechutanim were joined at the head table
by the shadchan, and they began arguing over who
truly felt the greatest amount of simcha and joy.
   “She is my only daughter, the apple of my eye, so
naturally I feel as if this is the happiness moment of
my life,” said the father of the bride. But the father of
the groom cut in. “My son has been waiting for a
long time for the perfect shidduch and now that he’s
found her, I feel as if I’m ready to burst from joy!”
   While they parried back and forth, the shadchan
smiled inwardly. “There is no question that I am the
happiest,” he thought. “Who knows what will be with

the groom and bride? In the end, u"j, it might not work
out. But I’ve got my shadchanus gelt (matchmaker’s
fee) already in hand and no matter what, I end up
ahead. So of course, I am the happiest right now!” 
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Dubner Maggid ZT”L observes that after
all the tremendous miracles that Hashem did for Bnei
Yisroel in Egypt and at the ;ux oh, their song of praise
should have gone on and on for quite some time,
thanking Hashem for every act. Instead, they glorified
His Name and praised Hashem for His Greatness,
because in the grand scheme, things can change and
miracles today might not be there tomorrow. But one
thing is for sure: the Glory of Hashem remains forever! 
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((((ffffhhhh----cccciiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddyyyyaaaaiiiiaaaa    mmmmiiiidddd    jjjjeeeezzzzaaaa    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    eeee`̀̀̀aaaaiiiieeee    eeeeddddrrrrwwwwaaaaeeee    mmmmiiiidddd    llllrrrr    jjjjcccciiii    zzzz`̀̀̀    ddddhhhhppppeeee    jjjjhhhhnnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmxxxxdddd    ddddzzzz`̀̀̀eeee
    Towards the latter half of the eighteenth century, a movement was emerging that was meant to challenge,

rather than revive, the traditional spirit of Yiddishkeit. In 5542 (1782), Naftali Hertz Wessely of Austria

published a book entitled Divrei Sholom V’emes (Words of Peace and Truth), advocating a major change in

the way Jewish children should be taught. The cheder system must be revamped, he said, and a new spirit of

scientific inquiry and secular knowledge must be introduced into the curriculum.

   This work was a defining manifesto of the burgeoning Haskalah movement. The saintly Vilna Gaon, R'

Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L, realized that this book contained the seeds of a spirit of disrespect for the Sages and

their interpretation of the Torah. He ordered that the book be ridiculed by having it placed in the kunah, the

pillory, outside of the Great Synagogue in Vilna. And then it was publicly burned.


