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Chazal teach us that at Har Sinai, Hashem lifted the mountain above
the heads of Brei Yisroel and threatened to destroy them if they refused to
accept the Torah. Why was this necessary? Was all their previous
preparation just a show? Was their outer joy at being the "Chosen
Nation", masking an inner reluctance to actually accept the Torah?

Explains R' Yeshaya of Prague ZT"L, when they heard from Moshe
Rabbeinu that the Almighty was going to reveal himself and present the
Jewish people with the wonderful Torah, the scholars amongst the people
prepared themselves for a profound discourse on the most complex and
esoteric halachic intricacies. Imagine their disappointment then, when
Hashem announced His will as follows: "Keep Shabbos! Do not steal!
Respect your parents!"” These great scholars began to cry foul - "This is an
insult to our intelligence," they complained. "This is for lay people who
know nothing of intellectual depth, not for scholars such as ourselves who
are way beyond this!" It was most evident that they were ready to return to
their tents disappointed.

It was for these people, that Hashem raised the mountain above their
heads in order to coerce them to appreciate the simple facade of the
commandments in the Torah. From this initial vantage point, they would
be able to utilize their great scholarship and intelligence to plumb the
utmost depths and the broad vastness of the Torah.
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R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L would say:
"When you approach G-d, don't try to drag spirituality down to your
level. Rather, raise the earth up to where it can be an altar to Hashem."

A wise man once said:
"The trouble with being punctual is that nobody's there to appreciate it."

R' Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT"L would say:
"For some people, Geulah means physical redemption, for example

from slavery. For tzaddikim and great scholars, it means spiritual

redemption, the ability to reach even hlgher levels of Dlvme service."
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approaches our G-d, we remove our shoes, as was told to Moses by tl"‘r‘c:r-"g
burning bush. This is our greatest sign of reverence."

The king, placated a bit, insisted, "Well and good, but then, why are
you holding the shoes under your arm?"

"Because," the Jew replied, "When G-d gave the Torah at Mount Sinai
and we were instructed to remove our shoes and approach the sacred site,
we found, upon our return, that the Karaite thieves collected all of our
shoes and discarded them. I'm not taking any chances!"

The Karaite elder interrupted in anger. "Ridiculous and absurd!" he
bellowed. "There weren't even any Karaites at Sinai!"

The Jew bowed before the king. "Your majesty," he said with a sly
smile stealing over his face, "As you can see, the Karaites have just
conceded our primacy!"
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Yisro observed how Moshe sat to judge the people from morning to

evening. He saw the tremendous strain that this method would produce.
Yisro thus proceeded to suggest that Moshe establish a network of
judges, "And it will be, that they will bring to you the difficult matter, and
all smaller matters they will decide. Thus, it will be easier for you, and
you will be able to withstand." Moshe followed this advice, with the
approval of the Almighty.

But we find that Yisro opened his words to Moshe, his son-in-law, by
saying, "SNP ypw NNy - "Now, listen to me, I will give you some
advice.” Said the Rebbe, R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L .
"Listen to me" - this is the advice! Many people - friends, relatives,
acquaintances - offer many different suggestions for many different
circumstances, questions, problems and choices. However, in truth, there
exists just one, overarching piece of advice - "Listen to me" - adherence
to the words of our Torah leaders, to the counsel of the scholars of our
generation. We have been promised, "Whoever seeks the counsel of the
elders succeeds.” This promise applies to all types of problems and
decisions - private, communal and national. What Yisro was advising his
son-in-law was really a lesson for everyone, for all time. "Listen to me, I
will give you some advice”, the elders and Torah scholars know what is
correct and proper - this is the best advice for every situation!
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The story is told that during the days when the Karaite movement
established themselves among the Jewish people and attained a large and
populous following, the reigning king of that region decided to settle the
issue once and for all time. He called together representatives of the
Torah-true community and that of the Karaites to a debate, with the
intention of establishing which of their beliefs was the true and original
belief. After a round of haggling on both sides, a date was set and the king
looked forward to the spectacle of Jew against Jew, with no tangible
reward to the victor. The Karaites were to be spoken for by their elder
representative, a man known for his sagacious and wise pronouncements,
whereas the Jews, as was repeated from time to time throughout history,
would send one of the lesser luminaries from amongst the community, to
be their statesman. '

The delegations arrived on the appointed day to the palace and at the
called-for time, the two speakers were ushered into the king's inner
chamber. Upon entering the throne room, the Jewish speaker immediately
bent down, removed his shoes from his feet, and put them under his arm.

The king and his ministers were aghast. "Respect your king!" he
thundered angrily, to the glee of the Karaite.

"Your majesty," the Jew said, "It is the Jewish tradition that when one
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