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Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT”L (Chiddushei HaRim) would say:

     “The tribe of Levi became holy after Hashem ‘took away’ the sanctity of the first-born sons when they partook in

the sin of the Golden Calf. However, the members of Shevet Levi were not the only Jews who refused to worship

idolatry. This is obvious from the fact that only 3000 people were punished. Nonetheless, when Moshe got up and

declared, whkt wvk hnw - ‘Whoever is on Hashem’s side, let him come to me,’ the Levites were the only ones who

responded. Only the Levites were willing to pick up their swords and wage battle against idolatry, while everyone

else stood by and refused to become involved in ‘controversy.’ That is why they became sanctified.”
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kanb: Sefer Bamidbar begins with the census of Bnei

Yisroel and specifically, by listing the princes of each tribe.

They are referred to as "vsgv hture" - “the summoned ones of

the assembly,” and Rashi explains that these people were the   

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (31)

The Mitzvah of Tzitzis (cont.): Daily Procedure. Even

though we put on our Talis and Tzitzis daily, many people forget

the details of how to to do it precisely and correctly, both at the

time of putting them on and throughout the davening.

Checking the Tzitzis. Before making a beracha, one should

check that the strings of his Tzitzis are intact (1). He should check

the 8 hanging strings to ensure they have not snapped off. At this

time, he should also make sure that the 8 strings are hanging

loose and not tangled or stuck together (2). Some also check the

opening where the Tzitzis go through to make sure that there are

no strings stuck or ripped there. (In that spot, even one snapped

string invalidates the Tzitzis, whereas in the hanging area, if 1 of

the 8 snaps off it is still valid (3).) The obligation to check is only

once a day, so if one puts his Talis on again for Yom Kippur

Katan, etc., he need not check again on that same day (4). There

are some who are lenient and do not check the strings daily

because they feel that the strong strings that we use nowadays

rarely snap (5). Most people follow the words of the Shulchan

Aruch and check. While checking, one says the accompanying

posukim, printed in most siddurim, which have Kaballistic

significance. If one notices that the bottom knot(s) of the Tzitzis

ones who were summoned “for every matter of importance.”

In our day, the real trick is to know what is really important and

what is not. Those who step forward on behalf of the Klal are

the ones we should turn to for advice on matters of importance.

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

are loose he should say ",hmhm oak" and tighten them. It doesn’t

mean that the Tzitzis are invalid without tightening those knots.

Checking on Shabbos/Yom Tov. One should check on Shabbos

as on weekdays (6) but one should not tighten the knots because

"raue" - tying a knot, is one of the 39 forbidden melachos of

Shabbos and Yom Tov (7). If he finds a problem while checking,

there is nothing to do about it. He should borrow or use the shul’s

Talis. Some people always check their Talis before Shabbos and

put it away in the bag so that they don’t have to check it again on

Shabbos, since it will not be used after checking. (Those who do

according to Kaballah, check and say the accompanying posukim

even on Shabbos.) If the Tzitzis are very tangled some Poskim

hold that it is prohibited to untangle them because it is like fixing

a broken vessel that is prohibited on Shabbos and Yom Tov (8).

Checking a Talis Katan. If one is going to make a beracha on a

Talis Katan, he should check it the same way he does a Talis

Gadol. If he is not going to make a beracha on the Talis Katan

(either because he exempts it with his beracha on the big Talis,

or because he had worn the Talis Katan the whole night), he does

not have to check the Tzitzis. However, even if he doesn’t check

it daily, he should check it periodically (maybe once a month, on

Rosh Chodesh, as a special time to remember to do so) (9).

Rizhiner Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”L (Ohr Yisroel) would say:

    “The second day of Sivan is referred to as wxjuhnv ouhw (Day of Distinction), even though nothing of any major

significance happened on this day. Why, then, does it have this unique title? For this very reason! The day before it

is Rosh Chodesh Sivan. The three days after it are the wvkcdv hnh ,akaw leading up to Shavuos. Thus, its yichus

(pedigree) is that it has no yichus (distinction)! This teaches us a lesson in humility, for a person who does not feel

himself worthy, superior or of great distinction, is truly one who is worthy, superior and significant. This is his yichus!”

A Wise Politician once said:

     “Some people like the Jews, and some do not. But no thoughtful man can deny the fact that they are, beyond any

question, the most formidable and the most remarkable race which has appeared in the world.”        

”



   As we approach the “Grand Finale” of this uplifting period of Sefiras Haomer, we must make sure that we understand the
most important message of  all. Shavuos is the birthday, as well as the yahrzeit of Dovid Hamelech. Dovid, will forever go
down in history as THE KING OF ISRAEL, the passionate composer of the Jewish people who gave us the precious gift of
Tehillim. Every possible human emotion was put to paper in the words of the Psalms, and through his deep perceptiveness,
it was channeled to praise and thank Hashem. Where would we all be today without the soothing and strengthening heartfelt
words of Dovid, Melech Yisroel, which have been reiterated and reverberating in the hearts of millions of comforted Jews? 
     Interestingly enough, our beloved Dovid almost didn’t make it! When Adam HaRishon saw this lofty soul up in heaven who

had no life in this world of his own, he decided to take 70 years from his lifespan of 1000 and give it to Dovid. However, when
Adam was nearing his 930th birthday he regretted his offer and wished to renege on the deal. Even after 930 years of life,
Adam still wished to have more time to accomplish on this world. Every minute of life is so precious, we must COUNT our

blessings that we are alive today! We must COUNT each day of Sefiras Haomer the way we count our most vauable assets.
But most importantly, as Dovid Hamelech did with the gift of 70 years that Hashem told Adam he must give to Dovid as
promised, we must make every day COUNT! We must utilize the gift of time, and approach the great holiday of Shavuous -

which literally means WEEKS, by truly making the most of every week, every day, and every single minute of life.
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 wudu vum ratf wv hp kg van o,t sephu(zy-d)a"hhg hka vagt hbtu lka v,t vag v"cev k"t h"arp - 
     The story is told about R’ Mordechai Twersky ZT”L of Chernoble, who once sat at his tish, surrounded by his
chassidim. Suddenly he closed his eyes, bent his head and appeared to have fallen asleep. After several moments he reopened
them and gazed with a dazed look, as if he had just arrived from a different world. He looked at his disciples and spoke.
      “I was just in heaven where my father (R’ Nochum, “Meor Einayim”) was being judged by the Heavenly Tribunal. The

charge against him involved a particular case of a barren woman who had come to him for a blessing. My father had told her
that if Hashem saw fit not to give her children, she must abide by that sentence. This naturally did not satisfy the bitter woman
who kept returning to my father for his blessing. When he refused her time after time, the woman decided to force his hand.
      “She bided her time until she saw one day that the members of my father’s household had left the home for various
reasons. The Rebbe was all alone in his study. The woman tapped on his window and demanded, ‘Rebbe, you must bless me
with children.’ My father looked up and was unpleasantly surprised at the sight and persistence of the bothersome woman.
    “‘And why must I promise you children,’ he asked her. ‘I have refused you many times before for the very same reason.’
    “The woman responded, ‘Because this time if you will refuse me, I will enter your room and cause you to transgress the
prohibition of Yichud - being alone with a woman in one room.’ She appeared to be dead serious. My holy father looked
around and saw that there was no one and nothing that could prevent her from from entering his chamber.
    “With no choice, he reluctantly said, ‘Stay where you are. I will do what you ask.’ He than began to pray for the woman
until he literally rent the heavens with his pleas. The woman returned home and within a year, she was blessed with a child.

     R’ Mottel smiled as he continued telling his narrative to the eager chassidim. “This episode raised a furor in heaven. As
you can imagine, the celestial court was in an uproar. They could not condone what my father did - forcing his prayers
through to cause a barren woman to bear a child. Sometime after my father died he was summoned before the Heavenly court
which wished to review his case. To do what he had done required a substantial credit of mitzvos; they wished to see if he
possessed enough. The celestial judges searched his record and found one outstanding deed at the head of the list.
    “Of all the mitzvos my father fulfilled during his lifetime, the one dearest to him was Hachnosas Orchim (inviting guests
into his home).  My father so rejoiced in the opportunity to host people, that he himself would serve his guests and tend to
their needs. It happened once that a man posing as a maggid (preacher) came to avail himself of my father’s legendary
hospitality. The great Rebbe tried his best to please his guest; waiting on him himself, offering him choice dishes and a clean,
comfortable bed. However, nothing seemed to please the man. He turned his nose up at the delectable food and asked for
additional bedding. He caused my father and mother much inconvenience, but they did not complain. When shabbos arrived,
this guest even dared to borrow my father’s special silk caftan. My father was not insulted; he gave it willingly. As if this were
not enough, when shabbos was over he further requested that my father accompany him on his fundraising rounds.
     “One night, while the entire household slept, save for my father who was busy with his midnight tikkun chatzos, our guest
crept stealthily from his bed.  I, too, was awake and could see him fill a large sack with all of our silver and valuables. As soon
as he slipped out of the house, I ran to tell my father what I had witnessed. ‘Tatte, Tatte,’ I urged, ‘chase after him! Make him
return our valuables.’ But amazingly, my father just looked at me with surprise. ‘What makes you suspect he stole from us?
Our guest only took what was his.’ I could not understand my father until he said, ‘Whatever he took was his own from the
moment he set his eyes and heart on those things, I gave them to him as a gift so that he would not commit the sin of stealing.
So, whatever is in his sack is really his. And now, my son, pretend you did not see a thing, so as not to embarrass the guest.’”
    “It was this remarkable act of chessed,” concluded R’ Mottel, “that made such a forceful impression upon the entire
Heavenly host, that they unanimously agreed that my father, the Tzaddik, was indeed worthy of abolishing a heavenly decree.
And so my father was acquitted.”

        kvtc hbhx rcsnc van kt wv rcshu
 ,hbav vbac hbav asujk sjtc sgun(t-t)    

     R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”L once visited Eretz Yisroel,

where a driver drove him from one location to another. At
one point, the driver asked R’ Aharon, “Are there any
specific places that the Rosh Yeshivah would like to see?” 
   R’ Aharon told him, “Yes. I have heard that in Eretz

Yisroel there are people who are fluent in Shas walking in the
street. In America there is no such thing. I want to see it.”     
     They were driving down Rechov Usishkin to the Sha’arei

Chessed neighborhood of Jerusalem, when suddenly the
driver stopped the car, gestured toward a certain person, and

said, “Rebbi, this man is fluent in Shas.” He was pointing to a
simple man, the milkman, R’ Betzalel Goldstein. Quickly, R’
Aharon jumped out of the car and approached R’ Betzalel. 
     “Shalom aleichem,” said R’ Aharon with a broad smile.
“Can I speak with you in learning?” To most people, this
question would have been unusual, but not to the milkman.    
     “Yes, sure,” answered R’ Betzalel, who obviously did not
recognize the great Lakewood Rosh Yeshivah. “I am just
finishing my rounds. I have to put down these empty bottles
and then we can go into a beis medrash.” 

    The two entered the Beis HaKnesses HaGra, and R’
Aharon began. “Nu, what do you know?” R’ Betzalel
retorted, “You said you want to speak, so speak!” 
    R’ Aharon suggested, “Let’s go through all the Tosfos in
Yevamos - I will say a Tosfos, and then you will say a
Tosfos.” They spent three hours going through every
commentary of Tosfos in Yevamos by heart. The scene was
breathtaking! The driver later commented. “I knew that R’
Betzalel was fluent in Shas, but I never knew how fluent!”    
    When they finished, R’ Aharon said, “Oy, Yerusholayim

will have to give an accounting why this man is the milkman!” 
    R’ Betzalel was the true fulfillment of the dictum of
Chazal: “One must make himself ownerless like a wilderness

(rcsnc) if he wishes to truly acquire the Torah.”
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     The posuk states: “These are the descendants of Aharon

and Moshe on the day that Hashem spoke to Moshe on Har

Sinai.” One would think that the descendants of both
Aharon and Moshe would now be listed. However, in the

very next posuk only the names of the Aharon’s sons are
included. The sons of Moshe are not even mentioned. Rashi
comments that we learn an important lesson from here:
Aharon’s sons are called the descendants of Moshe as well,
because he taught them Torah. From here we derive that,
“Whoever teaches the son of his friend Torah, it is

considered as if he gave birth to that child.” (:yh ihrsvbx)
     A very famous question is asked: Based on this logic, the
entire population of Klal Yisroel should be considered the
“sons” of Moshe, for it was Moshe Rabbeinu - the Rebbi,
leader and teacher of the nation - who taught the entire
Torah to the entire nation. Why, then, is only the sons of

Aharon listed as Moshe’s “children” when in fact every Jew
in the desert could be worthy of such an appellation?
     The Mahara’l, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L, gives a
wonderful response. Rashi is making a specific point here.
Although Moshe did, in fact, teach Torah to all of Israel, he
no doubt took extra time out of his busy schedule to study
with his nephews - the sons of Aharon. Certainly, he taught
Torah to every single Jew, but in the case of his nephews,
he literally “went the extra mile” by devoting more time and
more effort, explaining and reviewing the Torah lessons he
learned specifically with them. The Maharal expounds that
a parent is defined by the willingness to go the extra mile.
Set hours do not exist. There are no boundaries. A parent is
always willing to do whatever it takes. The principle that
whoever teaches his friend’s son Torah is considered as
though he fathered him, only applies when the Rebbi truly
acts like a father in the sense that he is willing to go beyond
the call of duty and in fact become like a parent to that child.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: One of the conditions that the Vilna Gaon ZT”L

imposed on the leaders of the Vilna community was that he

should not be called to any communal meetings unless it was

to institute a new law or custom in the city of Vilna. 

    At one point, an influx of money collectors swamped the

city of Vilna and an emergency meeting was called. People

were fed up by the incessant demands for money and

decided to enact a new law in the city based on the words of

the gemara (tg tghmn tcc) that "ihnsue lrhg hhbg" - “(Charity) for

the poor people of your (own) city takes precedence.”

    As this was a new enactment, they informed the Gaon that

the community leaders were calling a meeting to formalize

this new law. The Gaon sent them back a message: “Why are

you telling me? I am only to be called to meetings when a

new law or custom is being enacted.”

    Quickly, the leaders ran to the Gaon to explain why they

had called him. Was this not a new law for him to be called?

     “Absolutely not,” answered the Gaon. “This law is quite

old, in fact. Being unkind to strangers and not giving them

charity was a law back in Sodom and Amorra.....”


