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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

A SERIES IN HILCHOS SHABBOS
THE MELACHAH OF DYEING & COLORING (z)

A number of unique questions regarding the
melachah of yayy - Dyeing/Coloring, have come up
in recent years due to modern-day advances in many
areas of our lives. Here are a number of these issues.
Litmus Tests: Certain medical conditions require
constant monitoring and supervision. In many cases,
people need to check their bodily fluids by
employing special paper or sticks which change
color when coming in contact with certain fluids
(urine, etc.), in order to better determine one's
condition. The question is whether a change in color
that is not essentially required for the item, but
rather to gain information from its results, is
considered coloring. Many poskim (1) rule strictly in
this case, comparing it to the case of the gemara (2)
that marking every tenth animal in order to
designate it for myna qwyn is considered ya3y. If an
urgent need arises, one should consult a Rov about
the option of using a gentile, or if the condition
might border on way mpas - life threatening.

Dental Tablets: Another application of this concept
involves dental tablets which are used to determine
which area of the teeth have not been properly

brushed. A person who brushes his teeth (on
Shabbos, when normal brushing is forbidden, a dry
toothbrush is used), can transform any remaining
plaque within the mouth, into a red or bluish color
by sucking on the tablet. Even though doing this
will not be improving the color of a person's teeth, it
is nevertheless providing information about dental
hygiene, and is thus prohibited on Shabbos (3).
Changing the Color of an Esrog: If one places an
esrog in a warm and well-lit area, or mixed together
with certain types of apples in order to change the
color of the esrog, this may be considered coloring,
and should be avoided (4).

Photo-grey Lenses: A popular fad is to wear eye-
glasses called Photo-grey Lenses, whereby the
lenses turn grey in the sun-lightt R' Moshe
Feinstein ZT"L (5) and many other poskim (6), ruled
that this does not fall under the melachah of yaiy
and is permitted.

Deodorizers used to clean Toilets and Sinks:
Many of our contemporary poskim (7) have argued
over the question of deodorizers that are placed
inside a toilet basin, which colors the flushed water.
One should try to avoid this question if possible.
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R' Yitzchok of Vorka ZT'"L would say:

2

"It states in the Zohar: "The Holy One, Blessed Be He, the Torah and Yisroel are one.' The same way
one cannot pick Hashem or His Torah apart by saying, 'This particular posuk doesn't appeal to me,' so too,
should we approach our fellow Jew, treating him with respect and acknowledging his importance to the

Jewish People as a whole."

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:

"A man should have two pockets. In one he should put the concept of 'l am but dust and ashes,' and in

the other, 'For me the world was created."

A Wise Man would say:

"A bird that you set free may still be caught again if one goes after it, but a word that escapes your lips

will never return."
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message: "Don't go through life so fast that someone has to throw a brick at you to get your attention!"
Hashem whispers in our souls and speaks to our hearts. Sometimes when we don't have time to listen, He
has to throw a brick at us. It's our choice to listen or not.
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There are only four other parshiyos, aside from
Balak, in the entire Torah that are named after
individuals: Noach, Yisro, Korach and Pinchos. In
one way or another, they all have some similar trait
which allowed them to be worthy to merit such a
great honor. They were all great men of distinction;
tzaddikim (Noach, Pinchos), righteous converts
(Yisro), and even Korach was once deemed a holy
man from Shevet Levi before his spiritual downfall.
All except Balak. With what merit did this wicked
King of Moav entertain the honor of having a
parsha in the Torah named after him?

There is one exceptional trait about Balak, R'
Pinchos Hoffman Shlit'a points out, that was
rather significant. The gemara (xn now) states:
"As a reward for the forty-two sacrifices that
Balak, King of Moav, brought, he merited to have
Rus - and eventually Dovid and Shlomo Hamelech
- come out from him." Quite an amazing gemara,
indeed! Balak went out of his way to hire a prophet
to curse Bnei Yisroel, followed his every request
down to the last detail in the hope that he will defeat
the Jews, and never gave up hope until the very last
that all the chanting and sacrifices of Bilaam would
work. Yet, for this he is rewarded?!

The answer is yes! Balak spared no expense in his
respect for the Almighty, spending untold amounts
to purchase 42 animals worthy of sacrifice, paying
for the Lord's prophet, Bilaam, and all his inane
requests. In the end, the result of all his money spent
was a grand popw ow v - Sanctification of the
Heavenly Name. Although unintentional, Balak
bought, paid for and was responsible for the
elevation of Klal Yisroel in the eyes of the world,
and was rewarded with a parsha bearing his name.
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After numerous attempts, Bilaam finally gave up.
Rashi writes: "(Bilaam) saw each tribe settled on
its own and not intermingling; he saw the openings
of each (family's) tent misaligned with the
neighbor's so that one should not infringe upon the
tent of another .... he felt then in his heart not to
curse them.”" We, as Jews, understand the concept
of tznius - modesty, and family purity, so it is no
wonder to us that our ancestors behaved in this fine
manner. But what would a shameful degenerate like
Bilaam garner from such a sight, that impressed him
so much so to the point of changing his wicked tune,
of his own volition?

The great R' Boruch'l of Mezhibuz ZT"L
responds with an esoteric explanation, citing the oft-
quoted words of Chazal: vnn Sv Y102 NNo » INNo
OYIN YW INN9D NN DO NnoN NNy - Open up for
Me (with teshuva) an opening the size of a pin-
head, and I will open for you an opening as wide
as that of a banquet hall. Hashem wants us to make
even a minor effort and He will do the rest to show
His love for Klal Yisroel.

This, then, is the meaning of Rashi's words, "He
saw that their openings were misaligned" - this is a
reference to the »nnar - "Opening” that exists
between Hashem and His chosen nation.
Unfortunately, our openings remain small and
distant, however, Hashem is always ready to
enlarge His opening to allow us to return to the
proper fold. When Bilaam saw this misalignment
but still realized that through it all, the opening that
Hashem creates for His people is as wide as the day
is bright, he understood that there was no purpose to
his evil curses, as Hashem would protect His people.
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When Bilaam, the evil prophet, was offered the chance to effectuate the downfall of the Jewish People,
he jumped at the chance. Knowing, however, that he was powerless without the consent of the Almighty, he
feigned piousness in the eyes of the Moavite King's messengers, all the while conspiring to find a way to
make it happen. Hashem, though, was explicit in his warning to Bilaam not to go along with the evil plot
and leave His beloved nation alone. Warning after warning was ignored and Bilaam gladly rode on,
unheeding the words of Hashem.

For us, the signals and caution bells of impending trouble are everywhere and we need to stop and
listen. A telling story of serendipity involved a young and successful executive who, after becoming wildly
wealthy and self-important, subsequently attained a pompous and arrogant attitude. He was once driving
down a busy neighborhood street, going a bit too fast in his new fancy Jaguar. He was watching for kids
darting out from between parked cars and slowed down when he thought he saw something. As his car
passed, no children appeared. Instead, a brick smashed into the car's side door! He slammed on the brakes
and backed up to the spot where the brick had been thrown.

The angry driver then jumped out of the car, grabbed the nearest kid and pushed him up against a parked
car shouting, "What was that all about and who do you think you are? Just what is going on here? That's a
new car and that brick you threw is going to cost a lot of money." He was shaking with fury.

The young boy was apologetic. "Please, mister ... please, I'm sorry but | didn't know what else to do," he
pleaded. "I threw the brick at your car because no one else would stop ..." With tears dripping down his
face and off his chin, the youth pointed to a spot just around a parked car. "It's my brother," he said. Lying
in a crumpled heap, a disfigured boy roiled around in obvious pain and frustration. "He rolled off the curb
and fell out of his wheelchair and I can't lift him up." Now sobbing, the boy asked, "Would you please help
me get him back into his wheelchair? He's hurt and he's too heavy for me!"

Stunned beyond words, his haughty facade melting away entirely, the shocked driver tried to swallow the
rapidly swelling lump in his throat. He hurriedly ran over and lifted the handicapped boy back into the
wheelchair, then took out a linen handkerchief and dabbed at the fresh scrapes and cuts. A quick look and
an appreciative grunt, told him everything was going to be okay.

"Thank you and may you be blessed," the grateful child told the stranger. Too shook up for words, the
man simply watched the boy push his wheelchair-bound brother down the sidewalk toward their home.

It was a long, slow walk back to the Jaguar. The damage was very noticeable, but the driver never
bothered to repair the dented side door. He kept the dent there to remind himself constantly of the Heavenly
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