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Swn3: The tenth and final commandment is the prohibition
against coveting that which does not belong to you. Rashi
implies that "mxnn" (desiring) and "TwaNn" (coveting) are one
and the same. Thus, although a person may not specifically

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (41)

Tzitzis. Recreation. In the summer months, when many people
use the warm weather for outdoor recreational activities such as
exercising, biking and playing ball, every man and boy,
especially a Ben Torah, should wear his Talis Katan. If the
moving strings may interfere with his activity, he should find a
way to tuck them in in an honorable manner. Wearing a Talis
Katan, which is a strong minhag, and fulfillment of a nwy mxn
every moment, is obviously something done all throughout the
year, and it should not become “‘optional”” during these times of
recreation. Furthermore, the segulah of kedusha and purity
which Tzitzis bestows on one who wears it, might be even more
necessary at these times than during the regular months.
Shochtim, even though their garments get soaked through with
blood, still wear a special Talis Katan and wash it often.

Talis Katan on the Flesh. I have heard people justify removing
their Talis Katan with the following logic: They don’t wear an
undershirt when playing or exercising, and to wear the Talis
Katan on their skin is degrading to the Talis Katan. Thus, they
remove their Tzitzis rather than degrade it. This is faulty logic. R’
Shlomo Z’ Auerbach ZT’L () rules that it is not considered a
“bizayon” - degrading the garment of mitzvah, because he
wears it in all ways like regular garments (which often touch the

o4 ﬁ)DI’(J\T

Rabbeinu Bechaye writes as follows:

VR

want what someone else has, by virtue of the fact that he
desires extra - more than what he needs - he is transgressing
this serious prohibition. One must evaluate each situation to
determine if he what he wants is really what he needs!

hpfaya)
D WRY

flesh). [Based on this, he rules that an Onen (one who has a dead,
unburied relative, and is prohibited from fulfilling mitzvos) may
still wear his Talis Katan since it is part of his regular attire and
doing so does not detract from 1N Tad. Yet, regarding Kriya
(tearing a mourner’s garment), the minhag is not to tear the Talis
Katan, as brought down in the poskim (2.] While playing, the
strings of his 7Zitzis should be showing on the outside, as stated
in Mishna Berura () and if he must tuck them in (so as not to
interfere with his activity), it is preferable, although not
mandatory, that they do not touch his skin as much as possible.
During and After Swimming. When one goes from his house/
bungalow/bunkhouse etc. to the pool area, he should be dressed
in an appropriate and fzniusdik manner, and wearing his Talis
Katan. When he swims in the pool, he removes his 7zitzis just as
he removes his other garments. There is a question, if he spends a
long time in the pool, whether he must make another beracha
when he puts back on his Talis Katan. There are three opinions.
Some hold that if he spends a full hour there he should say another
beracha. He doesn’t have to check them again if he already did
so in the morning. Others say that if he spends three hours or
more, he should make a beracha, and others say not to make a
beracha at all. This is a broad and deep topic which will TY”’H be
explained next week with another related and relevant question.
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“Why is it that the statutes (0pn) are the cause for the nations to remark how wonderful the Jews are - '120 0o>n DY P'?
One would think that it is for these that they laugh at us. The nations see the Jews keeping many laws which do fit in
with human logic, laws which keep people straight and lead to a society which functions in harmony. The nations then
conclude that even the statutes whose reasons are not well known must also contain great wisdom. For this, the nations
praise Yisroel, calling them “only a wise and understanding people,” with the word “only” serving to exclude all other
nations. This is only when we practice the laws in their entirety that the nations hold us in such esteem, however, when
we make a mockery of those laws that are understood, the nations will indeed scorn us and mock the statutes as well.”

Aleksander Rebbe, R’ Chanoch Henoch Hakohen Levin ZT”L would say:

“ONIY 129D NWN DY IWN NN NN - Chazal tell us: ‘Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said, ‘If one is worthy, the Torah
becomes a potion of life (o»nn OY); if one is unworthy, it becomes a potion of death (n™wnN 0v).” The word "MOW' -
‘worthy’ comes from the expression "p» Tv' - ‘clean and pure.’ Thus, if one studies Torah while maintaining a purity
of spirit and body, the Torah gives him life. If not, then his ‘unclean’ Torah study will bring him down to death.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Some people are so poor; all they have is money!”

Special Mazel Tov to
Rabbi and Mrs. Aryeh
Schechter on the marriage
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On one of his visits to America, the Yerushalmi Maggid, R’ Shabsi Yudelevitch ZT’L was asked to study with a
soon-to-be Bar Mitzvah boy. The father knew next-to-nothing but wanted his son to have a real Bar Mitzvah “experience.” R’
Shabsi agreed and at the very first lesson, he told the boy that if he was planning on wearing 7efillin on the day of his Bar
Mitzvah and no other time, he was not really a “Bar Mitzvah” boy, but rather a “Bar Aveirah” boy! (a son of sin) “My dear
child,” said R’ Shabsi, “if you really want to be a ‘Bar Mitzvah’ wear your Tefillin daily and keep the laws of the Torah.”

The boy’s father was unhappy with this “lesson” and told the Maggid that because of him and his message, his son
asked him a very embarrassing question. “Daddy,” said the boy to his father, “when are you going to be Bar Mitzvah?”
Since he never saw his father putting on 7efillin, he just assumed that his father did not yet have a Bar Mitzvah!

Nevertheless, R” Shabsi was invited and asked to speak at the celebration held the night before the boy was to put on his
Tefillin for the first time. When he stood up to the podium, R’ Shabsi announced that if the Bar Mitzvah boy will not wear
his Tefillin daily, everyone and everything will testify against him. The walls will testify, the chairs will testify, and even
the spoons and forks on the table right in front of him will testify that he did not put on his Tefillin. Just like when one eats
non-kosher food, he said, the plates and utensils will testify against him, so too here, the utensils will testify against him.

The people in the audience thought R’ Shabsi had lost his mind and one belligerent man came over afterwards and
exclaimed that it was impossible. He said that spoons don’t have mouths so how can they testify? R” Shabsi disagreed and
said that if our holy Sages tell us that objects can and will testify, then it must be true. But the man refused to believe.

Finally, R’ Shabsi picked up a golden ladle on the table and said to the ladle, “Tomorrow I will lay Tefillin on this Bar
Mitzvah boy and he will do this every day!” Then, turning to the Bar Mitzvah boy, he said, “If you don’t, then this ladle will
testify against you!” R’ Shabsi ended the discussion by angrily thrusting the ladle into his pocket and storming out of the hall.

The next morning, one of the congregants whispered to R’ Shabsi that he should give back the ladle to its owner. It was
pure gold, a family heirloom, and one of a set. R’ Shabsi explained that since he promised that the ladle would testify
whether or not the Bar Mitzvah boy put on Tefillin, he would need to hold onto it for another day or two before giving it back.

The next morning, the belligerent congregant came to shul and in a mocking tone asked, “So, what did the ladle say?”
R’ Shabsi responded that the ladle was crying in pain, “It’s only the second day and already the boy is not putting on Tefillin.”

The boy’s father did not take kindly to this and said this was a false accusation, because his son, did in fact, put on his
Tefillin that day! R’ Shabsi replied, “Don’t be angry with me. It’s the ladle that is accusing, not me! If you want to disprove
the accusation, then tomorrow allow your son to put on his 7efillin in front of the entire congregation, and you will see that the
ladle will come on its own and testify. You will be convinced that not only does it have a mouth but it also has legs!”

The next morning the synagogue was packed. Everyone came to see the spectacle of a “ladle witness.” The Bar Mitzvah
boy went up to the podium, and opened up his 7efillin bag. Before he could finish removing the Tefillin, a loud “clink” - the
sound of metal hitting the floor - could be heard. There laying on the floor was the golden ladle! The people were stunned, and a
few men came over and apologized to R” Shabsi. They said, “Rabbi, you are right. The ladle has indeed come to testify!”

Later, on his way out, the rabbi of the synagogue asked what Holy Names of Hashem did R’ Shabsi use to get the ladle to
make such a miraculous appearance. R’ Shabsi told him that he used a much simpler method. On the day of the Bar Mitzvah
itself, it was R” Shabsi who helped the young boy put on his Tefillin. It was he who had folded them up and put them back in the
bag. It was at that moment, when no one was looking, that he stealthily placed the ladle (he had taken the night before at the
party) into the bag. When the boy hadn’t found the ladle by the next day, he knew conclusively that he hadn’t put on his Tefillin

that day, or else he would have found it in his bag. It was then, that he made a point of saying that the ladle was crying. This
morning, when the boy did put on his Tefillin in front of everybody, the lad]e feq%ut on the floor! That was the whole scheme!
2
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Swn: Immediately after R’ Binyamin Rimer Shlit’a married
the youngest daughter of R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv
ZT”L, the young couple moved into a small two-bedroom
apartment in Jerusalem. Boruch Hashem, the family grew
and space became limited and one day, he was informed
about an available three-bedroom flat nearby. R’ Binyamin’s
father even agreed to pay the cost of the new abode.

Before anything could be finalized, however, a broker
informed R’ Binyamin that for a small amount more than he
was paying for the three-bedroom flat, he could geta stately

four-bedroom apartment! R’ Binyamin thought it was a
great idea but before he did anything, he decided to confer
with his father-in-law about this new proposition.

R’ Elyashiv was decisive in his response: “A two-room
apartment is considered ‘normal’ - as you know I’ve lived
all my life in such an apartment. A three-room flat is
appropriate for someone who needs extra space, like
yourself. But a four-room apartment is nothing more than a
luxury (mAmn) - and it is forbidden to spend even slightly
extra to satisfy one’s need to acquire luxuries!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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“Why did Moshe Rabbeinu yearn to enter Eretz Yisroel?

Did he want to eat of its fruit or satisfy himself from its
bounty? Rather, Moshe said, ‘Many mitzvos were comman-
ded to Israel, and they can only be fulfilled in the Land of
Israel.”” (-1 nvo) This is difficult to understand. The entire
Torah carries the name of Moshe, as it states: “Remember
the Torah of My servant Moshe” (25-) »aon). It is his
heritage and his legacy which he left to the Jewish people.
Thus, when any Jew in any generation studies Torah and
performs mitzvos, it is as if Moshe himself is performing
them. All those who fulfill the Torah carry his name, and he
has a part in the entire Torah. If so, why did he so greatly
implore Hashem to enter Eretz Yisroel to perform mitzvos?
Chacham David Chanania Pinto Shlit’a explains that
indeed Moshe Rabbeinu knew the entire Torah and all
seventy aspects (D29'y) to the Torah. This is precisely why
he wanted Hashem to let him enter the Holy Land. He
wanted to perform all that would be discovered in the
Torah; he wanted to personally carry out all the mitzvos
according to all seventy aspects. This is why he said: “/
implored Hashem at that time, saying” - he wished to “say”
each mitzvah in all the ways it may be said and explained.
We, too, must strive to reach this lofty level by regarding
every precious moment as being equally suitable for
studying Torah and for prayer. It is by seeing the entire
world as being contained in the Torah that we can then attain
the truth of the Torah, and compare all the explanations and
opinions on each mitzvah, seeing that there are no differences
to perform any mitzvah. The Torah will be fully understood
without any divergent views in halacha. Even in the
chiddushim (novellae) that will be discovered, there will be
no doubts. This is why Moshe Rabbeinu prayed to enter the
Holy Land. From here we see just how much we must pray
in order to plumb the depths of the Torah without stumbling.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WELCKLY MIDDAH OF ...

TV AT

TORA" GEMS () "1 & 2553 £ aodN a R anN

The mitzvah of Torah study is greater than all other
mitzvos, as the posuk in Mishlei states, “All your desires do
not compare to it (the Torah).” (Ww-») Furthermore, we find
written in the Talmud Yerushalmi that not only is nothing in
this world equal to the pursuit of Torah study, but Torah
study is what gives life in this world and the next.

The gemara (zp mand) relates that Rabbi Elazar taught:
‘Those who remain ignorant of Torah will not live at the
(time of the) Resuscitation of the Dead (onnn mmnn).’
When Rabbi Yochanan heard this, he objected, for Rabbi
Yochanan recognized that some people need to work which
might prevent them from engaging in total Torah study.
Rabbi Elazar responded and said, “I am basing my opinion on
a posuk; however, I have a solution for you. The Torah says,
‘But you who cling to Hashem, your G-d, you are all alive
today.’ Is it really possible to cling to Hashem, Who is an
all-consuming fire? Rather, if one marries his daughter to a
Torah scholar, does business with a Torah scholar, and
allows a Torah scholar to benefit from his property, it is as
if he has actually attached himself to the Shechina.”

R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”L learns from this
gemara a great lesson: If you take a plain piece of
parchment and write the words of the Torah or the text of a
mezuzah on it, that piece of parchment is imbued with a great
holiness. Certainly then, if one engraves the holy Torah on
the “tablet in his heart” (3-) *own "725 M2 5y"), Hashem will
guard that holiness so that it will never be lost and, in the
future, Hashem will allow that person Techiyas Hameisim.

Furthermore, just as the implements that serve a Sefer
Torah take on the holiness of the Sefer Torah itself, so too
those who support Torah scholars are sanctified like the
Torah scholars themselves. Thus, if one “clings to Hashem”
by promoting the glory of Torah and the scholars who learn
it, he will certainly merit ©nnn mnn in future days.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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‘When we read the words “Nachamu Nachamu Ami” (“My nation shall be very comforted’) we feel soothed and comforted

as the Navi Yeshayahu is truly directing his words at us. R* Shimon Schwab ZT”L writes that the double expression of

“Nachamu” refers to the end of the first golus in Bavel after 70 years, and the second golus initiated by Rome, known as

“Golus Edom.” 1t is this long and bitter exile that has lasted 1,945 years and - it is our fervent hope - not a minute longer! It is
this long and terrible golus that will end with the words of nechama - comfort, that have been prophecized so long ago.

In truth, there are actually two types of consolation. They are found in the first two posukim of this haftorah. R’
Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”’L explains that the second posuk: "©>wy» 25 9y 127" - “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem,”
is describing the way Moshiach and the leaders of the Jewish people will “speak to the heart” of Klal Yisroel. They will
address and soothe the strong emotions of the people who suffered so terribly through the bitter years of exile and suffering.
The word “Lev” (heart) is written here in the singular, because at that time, when Moshiach arrives, all of Klal Yisroel will
be - "IN 2521 TNR WND" - “Like one man with one heart.” This is the prerequisite for Moshiach’s arrival.

However, the Navi first addresses our intellect with the words ™y ) wny". These words speak volumes about the perfect
justice of Hashem. When Moshiach comes, it will be so clear that everything that happened to our small and battered nation
collectively (first Nachamu) and individually (second Nachamu) was good and necessary for the Master Plan of the World.




