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This is the first time the Torah uses the word "y - "tired”. When a
word is introduced in the Torah, for the first time in a certain context, we
must learn from that usage. What can we learn here?

R' Nissan Alpert ZT"L tells us. Avrohom was a busy man. He traveled
from place to place, serving guests, being tested and passing those tests
successfully, and we never find that he was tired. He lived for 175 years and
had a full and very involved life and yet the Torah never describes him as
tired. We know from our own experiences of great people who are very
busy, involved in a million things, and we never perceive them as tired.

The lesson here is that someone who is involved with a spiritual
dimension to his life has the energy for many more things than someone
who is just existing a mundane life. Esav was busy doing sins on the day he
sold his birthright and he was not rejuvenated by anything spiritual of any
meaning. Therefore, he was “tired." If we fill our lives with meaning, with
spiritual contact in the things we do, we will have the spice and sparkle
which will keep us from getting stale. Only someone who lives a life of
materialism, without letting Hashem into his world, will become "tired”. Let
us be like Avrohom and have the energy for much more in our lives.
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R' Yeshaya Halevi Horowitz ZT"L (Shel"ah HaKodosh) would say:
"Of all the superior character traits possessed by our ancestor Yaakov,
the Torah chooses "an honest man" as the highest praise, to teach us that
nothing is more worthy of our respect and admiration than a life lived with
honesty and righteousness."

R' Nochum Weinberg Shlit"a would say:
"If you lend someone $20, and never see that person again; it was
probably worth it."

R' Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin ZT"L (The Netzi'"v) would say:

"The P'lishtim were jealous of Yitzchok and his fabulous wealth because
although there were many rich P'lishtim, none could approach the wealth of
Yitzchok. And most rich people are jealous of someone who has more than
them especially when that person is a Jew."
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the sorcerer who laughed giddily. "You have no idea how much effort I
put in," he said, "to bring you to this point."

Says R' Nachman of Breslov ZT"L, take a close look at the frightful
image of Esav. Yitzchok asks him to take his bow and arrow and go hunt
an animal to be prepared for eating, in order that he will bless him. Esav
excelled in his performance of the mitzvah of honoring parents. Therefore,
Esav was determinedwnot to take shortcuts, to exert the effort to fulfill his
father's wishes. However, after much effort, in fact Esav did not find the
animal he was looking for. Instead, he took a dog, killed it, and prepared it
for his father. A dog? Is this the honor of parents which Esav was so
renowned? The answer is obvious: His decision was a clear and correct
one, the drive was very sincere. But there were pressures; the hunt was
unsuccessful. 'He didn't want to do it, he didn't want to do it' - but in the
end he presented his father with a dog! Indeed, this is the path followed by
Esav. But we are the descendants of Yaakov. We must remain steadfast in
our determination, and unwavering in our commitment to Hashem.
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The famous medrash in this parsha describes how when Rivka was
pregnant with twins, the two were constantly moving about and causing
her much pain. Whenever she passed a place of idol-worship, Esav pushed
and kicked and tried to exit her womb, while at the moment when she
passed the Beis Medrash of Shem and Aver, Yaakov sought to release
himself. The question, though, is this: The gemara tells us that the unborn
infant is taught the entire Torah by a Heavenly angel, while still in the
mother's womb. Yaakov could not have possibly had a better rebbe, even
in the actual Beis Medrash, so why would he wish to release himself so
intently when he passed the House of Study?

R’ Shimon Schreiber ZT"L explains: Yaakov Avinu, while still in his
mother's womb, was able to perceive that inasmuch as he was being taught
by a Heavenly angel and no greater tutor would he ever experience, being
in the same classroom with wickedness the likes of his brother Esav, was
destructive. He was prepared to learn from someone of lesser status, so as
not to be exposed to the influence of Esav. Likewise, children must always
choose proper companions because no matter how scholarly their teacher
may be, they can be badly affected by friends who do not behave propg
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There once lived a certain hard-luck Jew, who failed in virtually every
endeavor on which he embarked. Finally, his wife pressured him to go to-a
fortune-teller, and seek advice. He entered the dark room, and the sorcerer
flipped cards and muttered incantations. Then, he spoke up. "I see that you
will find success in one endeavor only - thievery!" He shuddered and ran
home. His wife asked him, "So, what did he say?" "Nothing," answered
the man, "he told me there is no luck for me." He did not want to tell the
truth about his visit with the sorcerer, and tried to avoid telling her.

Eventually, however, the truth came out. His wife's face became pale
and she shouted, "Heaven forbid! Never!" But their situation continued
getting worse and worse. They had no food to eat, their children cried in
hunger, and she started having second thoughts. "Maybe, in spite of
everything, if this is where our luck is..." Shouted her husband, "It is better
to die in honor than to live in sin and disgrace!" But the hunger intensified,
and the idea stuck. In the end he gave in. He decided to steal ten coins to
buy bread, nothing more. The theft succeeded, though not without serious
pangs of conscience. Soon enough, the bread was finished and the
pressures surfaced once again. He debated with himself back and forth, "/
do not want to do it, I do not want to do it", he thought, but he went again.
Mnly this time he was caught. As he was being led to the gallows he saw
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