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A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY ﬂ: J S‘f Db
"0919 405 NN oM’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (22)
Haggadah: Talmud Torah. The Yom Tov of Pesach is upon
us and it is appropriate to discuss the mitzvah of Y NPO”
"o8n, which is similar to the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. It
might even be part of Talmud Torah and some (1) say that the
reason why we don’t make a beracha on "mWov" is because the
birchas HaTorah we said in the morming exempts it. In other
words, there is a mitzvah of Talmud Torah which can be
fulfilled the whole year by any topic one learns or teaches, but
on this night the mitzvah is to learn and teach the topic of 13"¥.
The Mitzvah of Haggadah and its Details. This mitzvah is
learned from (2) "N O 2% nHM” and obligates one to tell
his son about © w1 TN on Pesach night(s). Chazal (3) leamn
from other sources that this mitzvah is not only to a son but to
anyone else who might be present. Even if one is alone, he must
“tell himself” by reciting the Haggadah. The mitzvah includes:
1) Praising Hashem and thanking Him for the miracles and the

freedom @, which we fulfill by saying Hallel, Nishmas,
Hallel Hagadol etc. towards the end of the Seder.

2) Having matza and maror in front of us when we say the
story so we can explain the mitzvos fulfilled that night.

3) Saying it with such feeling as if we are from those who
actually left Mitzrayim 5). (Indeed, we are beneficiaries of
those miracles with the freedom and the Torah that we have
as a result of those miracles, as explained in the Haggadah.)

4) Saying the Haggadah in a question-answer format as it was
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originally composed by the Baal Haggadah ©).

5) Saying all the details of our exodus and comparing our holy
and dignified situation to the low status we were in before
the miracles. This is known as, "nawa o»om nuxa >nnn" (7).

Leal the Laws of Pesach. Relevant to our series is the
Mechilta at the end of Parshas Bo, from whence the Poskim
infer that learning the laws of Pesach is also a fulfillment of the
mitzvah of " mo0". From this, the Shulchan Aruch writes
(NNom nMN) that even after the Seder is concluded, one should
continue to talk about the miracles and learn Hilchos Pesach.
Ladies. Jewish women and girls are also obligated in this
mitzvah (just as they are in the other mifzvos of the night: martza,
maror and Hallel.) Therefore, they should say the main parts of
the Haggadah, like the paragraph "wn ©12y", the Ten Makkos,
and from "y 0 509 Y2 till the drinking of the fourth cup.
A Suggestion. Sometimes the children who asked the four
questions do not come away knowing how and when they were
answered. Perhaps, immediately after the paragraph " o1ay”
(which, in short, mentions the slavery and exodus right after the
four questions), one should say the following to his small
children: “You asked why we eat maror? It is because we are
remembering the bitter life we had as slaves. You asked why
we eat marza? It is because we left Mitzrayim in haste. You
asked why we lean and dip on this night? It is because we
became free and dignified people who lean and dip. This is the
minimal basic answer and more details are coming.”
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R’ Schneur Zalman of Liadi z¢”I (Baal HaTanya) would say:

290 P (3) Ny MDY (2) NOXN TIYN 11D (1)
NO TIN NNIN (6) 1O DNDS (5) DV (4) 1P M¥DN
0P DDA (7)

“NnNNnn 192 oY DN W ' - Why did the Children of Israel rush when they finally left Egypt? Didn’t their
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extreme haste give the mistaken impression that they had to escape quickly? Pharaoh actually wanted them to leave at
that point. They could have taken more time to pack and depart at a leisurely pace. However, leaving Egypt was not a
mere geographical move for the Jews. It was a step away from the world of spiritual degradation they had become
accustomed to in Egypt. When a person desires to sever his connection to evil, it must be done all at once and not
gradually. A person must grab the first opportunity that presents itself to escape from a negative influence. However,
when Moshiach comes and reveals himself, we will not be so hard pressed to leave the exile immediately. Hashem has
promised to remove all impurity from the world, so there will be no reason to run away from evil.”

R’ Shmuel Eidels z¢”1 (Chiddushei Aggados Maharsha) would say:

€D 1171257 DD NN N D N NPYN - The word for ‘exalted” (M) is repeated, indicating a double measure of
pride and nobility. The ancient Egyptians were a proud people, as it states (Yeshaya 30:7): ‘Thus I have called ... Egypt
.. they are boastfulness.’ Similarly, the horse is an arrogant creature, as the Gemara relates (Pesachim 113): ‘Six things
are said about the horse: it loves war and its spirit is haughty.” An Egyptian riding upon a horse was arrogance upon
arrogance; thus the Jews sang 'nN) NNY ' - ‘the horse and his rider He has thrown into the sea.”

A Wise Man would say:
“The moment someone tells you you cannot accomplish something is the moment you should stop listening to him.”
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and before he had even reached the main point of his story, he was already promised the salvation that everyone else had
given up on. R’ Tzadka was very surprised and the following day summoned his driver to take him to Ashdod.

Rabbeinu Meir was elated at the sight of such an important visitor and treated him with great respect and deference.
R’ Tzadka came straight to the point. “Yesterday, the Rav promised a young man who learns in my Yeshiva that he
would have children. He has never married because he is unable to have children. The greatest of doctors have studied
his case and come to this very sad conclusion. The young man is now in a state of eager anticipation, overcome with
euphoria. I suspect that he simply did not have the chance to tell the Rav the entire story.”

Before R’ Tzadka could finish, Rabbeinu Meir stopped him. “He will have children,” he said with great
determination, leaving no room for doubt. The Tzaddik had clearly understood all the details and had drawn down
salvation from the heavenly sanctuaries. R’ Tzadka, well aware of Rabbeinu Meir’s prophetic blessings, instructed the
young man to rely on this clear blessing and to consider shidduchim suggested to him. After a period of time he met his
intended bride and married her. A visitor to this man’s home today will meet ten children. In the house there is also the
medical file containing all the records of the definite diagnosis that he will never be able to father children.
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The largest shul in all of Warsaw, Poland, before the Second World War, was the Tlomacki Shul. Not only was it
attended by more than 1500 members, the shul also boasted the celebrated Moshe Koussevitzky as their chazzan.
Among the shul members were some of the most respected personalities of the city. It played an important role in the
lives of the Warsaw Jewish community and their days were centered around the shul. They would daven there in the
morning and again in the evening, as well as learn there throughout the day.

While there was no difficulty finding a seat during the week, Shabbos was different story. It was absolutely packed
with nary a seat to spare. However, once the Second World War began and the Germans conquered Warsaw in a few
short weeks, everything changed very rapidly. Right away, many people were taken away, mostly the prominent leaders
of the community. Nobody knew to where they were taken or what was happening to them, but it was understood that in
all probability they were not coming back anytime soon. Jewish stores were vandalized and eventually shuttered. Life
became not only uncomfortable for the Jews of Poland, but extremely dangerous.

Since the large and once beautiful Tlomacki Shul was vandalized, people attempting to cling to a semblance of
normalcy tried to find somewhere they could gather together and pray. However, since even most of the smaller shuls
were also shuttered, most people gathered in nearby apartments to daven with a minyan.

An elderly Holocaust survivor related that when he was a child, he remembered how desperate people were to believe
that the atrocities and nightmares they experienced in those early days of the war, were over. One Shabbos morning,
during Krias HaTorah, one of the people standing near the Sefer Torah pointed to it, and made a comment. Then, two
more people came over to look. Within a few seconds, a crowd had gathered around the Sefer Torah, each person
gesturing wildly to the other. The survivor continued, “When I turned to my father to ask him what was going on, he
responded that a letter was probably not written correctly and they were deciding what the halacha is.”

After davening, someone explained what had happened. “This Shabbos,” said the man, “we were laining the words of
‘Az Yashir’ (it was Shabbos Shira) - the song that Bnei Yisroel sang to Hashem praising and thanking Him for saving
them from the hands of the Egyptians who wished to murder them. The bitter truth is, our situation under the Nazis isn’t
much better, if not worse, than what the Jews experienced under the rule of the Egyptians. Therefore, during laining we
earnestly focused on the posuk, '55¢ PINR PYR GTIN DWW N - The enemy declared: 1 will pursue them, I will overtake
them, I will divide the spoils, I will satisfy myself [ will unsheathe my sword, my hand will destroy them.”

The survivor continued. “The first letters of the first five words of the posuk are aleph (each word begins with an
aleph, which equals five alephs) which translates into five thousand. The next word begins with a shin (v), which equals
three hundred in gematria. The next word begins with a tav (1), which equals four hundred. Together, they add up to the
number 5 and 700 - which according to the gentile calendar corresponds to the year 1940.

The survivor reflected. “We were so desperate to find some sort of hint from our holy Torah as to when the bitter
oppression would end that we looked at this formation of words and letters as a sign that Hashem will rescue us from the
accursed Nazis just as Hashem rescued our ancestors from Mitzrayim. We also found comfort knowing that Hashem will
punish the accursed Nazis measure for measure just as He punished the Egyptians measure for measure.” It took a bit
more time but in the end, the enemies of Israel got what they had coming to them. (Portraits of Prayer by Rabbi E. Abish)
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Part of the process of baking matzos before the holiday
of Pesach, is the custom to draw water from a spring, well,
or river during the twilight hour and leave it in a cool place
for at least one full night to allow it to cool down. This is
known as “Mayim Shelanu” - water that “rested”
overnight. The water should not be drawn or stored in a
metal vessel, since metal conducts heat and causes the
water to become warm which might cause it to ferment
and thus it will become invalid for baking matzos.

However, we do not settle for measuring the temperature
with a thermometer, and we do not use water which just
happens to be cool. Instead, we use water that is "nnv”
(guarded) - it requires a special process of diligent
protection from warmth, an extra measure of exertion,
vigilance, and guarding. This is in line with the extra
exertion required for Pesach preparations as this labor of
cleaning enables us to demonstrate that we are now slaves
of Hashem, not slaves of Pharaoh or of worldly
responsibilities. The scrupulous vigilance required to
avoid chametz inculcates in us the sense of responsibility
which is the hallmark of free people. The extra, symbolic
shemira of the Mayim Shelanu is a way of showing our
honor and affection for Hashem’s commandments.

One year, R’ Yisroel Salanter z¢”’l needed to travel a
few days before Pesach, just around the time when he
would normally bake matzos with his students. He
instructed them to supervise the baking of the matzos
during his absence. “Tell us Rebbi, what are the most
important aspects that we should concentrate on?” they
asked him, expecting him to list off some of the stringent
requirements he usually kept for his shmura matzos.

R’ Yisroel replied, “The most important thing to
remember when baking matzos is to be considerate to the
widow who kneads the dough. Do not rush her. Do not
pressure her to hurry, even though it is important to take
precautions to prevent the dough from becoming chametz.”

Noting his students’ surprise at this answer, R’ Yisroel
continued, “People are conscientious about baking their
matzos according to the halachos of Hilchos Pesach, but
they tend to forget that there are laws in Choshen Mishpat,
too, which forbid us to hurt other people. These laws, as
well, must be assiduously applied in order that the marzos
be kosher in accordance with Torah law.”

(FEB 5w mam) .. NTT T2 ONTS Jmman S T
The word "ymw literally means to watch or wait. The
Baal Haggadah is suggesting that Hashem not only keeps
His promise to Klal Yisroel, but that He also watches
anxiously, waiting for the appropriate moment to do so.

29595 m39m 5

This word also evokes an image of Hashem as a
“Watchman” guarding and protecting the promise He gave
His beloved Nation that it would never be destroyed.

According to R’ Dovid Feinstein shlit’a, these nuances
suggest an interesting insight. Hashem’s promise to
Avraham Avinu that his descendants would leave Egypt
after four hundred years and return to the Holy Land of
Israel was conditional. The Jewish people would be
redeemed only if they proved themselves worthy. When
two humans contract such an agreement, usually the one
who makes the promise does not care whether or not the
conditions are met; if they are not, he has not lost anything
and simply does not have to honor his side of the deal.

Hashem, though, is different. He wants to fulfill his
promises to His people. Therefore, He watched their
progress towards making themselves worthy of redemption
the entire time they were in Egypt. When, after two-hundred
-and-ten-years, He saw that they had sunk to the forty-ninth
level of defilement, nearly to the point of no return, He
searched - almost in “desperation” - for a method of
calculation that would equate 210 with 400 to allow them
to be “redeemable” before they reached the point of no
return and were irretrievably lost to him. Not only did
Hashem keep His promise to Israel, He watched and waited
eagerly for the first possible time do so.

However, the Baal Haggadah does not say, “Blessed is
He Who kept His pledge to Israel” in the past tense, but
rather, “Blessed is He Who keeps His pledge to Israel” in
the present tense - He continues to keep this pledge. In our
present exile also, Hashem watches and waits anxiously,
seeking loopholes to redeem us as soon as possible. May
we merit to see the final redemption quickly.
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The Seder concludes with “Nirtzah” when we sing
songs praising Hashem and His greatness. In the piyut
known as “Echad Mi Yode’ah” (Who Knows One), we
enumerate the significance of each number - with respect
to spiritual matters - One is Hashem, two are the Luchos
(Tablets), three are our forefathers, four represent the
Matriarchs, and so on and so forth.

Chacham Saliman Menachem Mani z¢”I, Chief Rabbi
of the ancient city of Chevron during the turn of the 20th
century, explains the focus of this song by means of a
parable: It was during a period of war, and the Prime
Minister had his troops fighting to meet their strategic
objectives. Unfortunately, they suffered a major blow after
one battle, and the troops returned severely weakened and
wounded. The Prime Minister demanded an explanation
for the humiliating loss, and he summoned the Chief of the
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There is a fundamental difference between how the
Jewish people became a nation and how every other nation
was formed. Every nation created its identity by carving
out a homeland. When the Americans beat the British,
they became a nation. This is true with all countries. They
claim their independence at the same time that they are
able to claim a territory. The Jewish Nation, however,
became independent when we separated ourselves from
society. The nature of a chosen people is one that can rise
above the physical trappings of this world.

Hashem was interested in forming and molding a
spiritual nation - as opposed to a physical one. We became
a nation by leaving an inhabited land to go into a desert or
an uninhabited land. We say in Hallel: D300 SN NNND"
WP D NN (N0 0y apy w1 - “When the Jews left
Egypt... Yehuda (refering to Bnei Yisroel) became holy.”
It is for that purpose - to become a holy Nation - that
Hashem put us in a society that promoted the opposite of the
moral and spiritual fiber that He wanted to create and instill.
The word "vy1p" (holy) literally means to be separate.

Now we can understand why Hashem put us in the exile
in Egypt. Hashem was confident that, as moral and decent
children of the Avos (Patriarchs) and Imahos (Matriarchs),
we would develop properly in that negative environment.
Indeed, the Jews wanted nothing to do with Egypt. They
wouldn’t dress like Egyptians, speak their language or
refer to themselves with Egyptian names.

From the very beginning, Jews never assimilated with
the Egyptians, even before times were bad and they were
enslaved and oppressed. They were revolted by the
Egyptian way of life. Hashem had complete confidence in
the Jewish soul. He knew that it wouldn’t allow itself to get
lost in the lure of that immoral society. Jews remained true
to the values of their identity. This is true for every golus
and all the places that we’ve been in exile. Hashem places
trust in us, not only that we will survive, but with His help,
we will grow - in spite of our environment.

It is for this purpose that we read the story of Yerzias
Mitrayim every year and are commanded on the night of
Pesach to take ourselves out of Egypt. As long as we stay
in touch with our spiritual roots, we need not worry about
the dangers of assimilation. Our “Yiddishe Neshamos” -
Jewish Souls - won’t let us.
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A young scholar in the Beit Midrash of Yeshivat Porat Yosef had never married because in his youth the doctors had
declared that he would never be able to father children. Believing that he was not destined to do his part in fulfilling the

mitzvah of “Pru U’revu,”

he spent his entire time immersed in Torah learning. Shadchanim who inquired about him

backed off when informed of his problem. Even when shidduchim were suggested to him, he had no choice but to reject
them by revealing the painful facts and medical opinions which had sentenced him to a life of loneliness.
The Rosh Yeshivah of Porat Yosef, Chacham HaRav Yehuda Tzadka z¢”’1, who held this student in great esteem

and loved him even more for the great strides he took to strengthen himself, felt his pain and would join him in prayer,
encouraging him to cast aside his sadness and the frustration which gnawed at him. R’ Tzadka was a frequent visitor at
the home of the holy Tzaddik, Chacham Rabbeinu Meir Abuchatzeira z¢”’l, and he decided to send the young man to
Ashdod to receive a blessing from the Mekubel. His hope was that Chacham Meir would comfort him by offering him
words of encouragement and trust in Hashem and strengthen his belief that “this emanated from Hashem” and therefore
it must be “wondrous in our eyes” (Tehillim 118:23), for none of us can understand the mysterious ways of the Creator.

Following his Rebbi’s advice, the young man traveled to Ashdod and found his way to the Chacham’s home. He
entered Rabbeinu Meir’s private room and sat by the small table. The Chacham looked at him and the young man began
telling his story. He related that he was an older bachelor learning in Yeshivat Porat Yosef headed by HaRav Yehuda
Tzadka. Suddenly, Rabbeinu Meir cut him off in mid-sentence. He offered the young man a blessing that might have
sounded like a routine response to one who had not heard the whole story. “Do not worry! Soon you will find the
appropriate partner and you will be blessed with sons and daughters.”

The warm blessing came like a sudden clap of thunder to the young man who was so shocked that he immediately got up
and left the house. All the way home, the Chacham’s words were ringing in his ears, like the sound of drums out of time
with the melody. The drums beat out the rthythm of a joyous future while the regular tune in his heart was sad and mournful.

The young man hastened to his Rosh Yeshivah’s home to tell him what had happened - how he had gone to Ashdod
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CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
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The Medrash Raba asks: What did the Sea (Yam) see
that caused it to flee? The Medrash answers that it saw the
Aron (coffin) containing the bones of Yosef HaTzaddik. The
sea fled in the merit of Yosef, the one who fled rather than
sin, as it says, "n¥NN XY ©M". Just as Yosef fled and caused
a Kiddush Hashem, the waters “fled” (o») in his zechus.

There is a different Medrash - that the Yam Suf split
because of the mesiras nefesh of Nachshon ben
Aminadav, the Nasi of Shevet Yehuda, who risked his life
by plunging into the sea and causing it to split. Our Sages
tell us that in his zechus the Yam Suf split and Bnei Yisrael
were saved. Well, which is it? Why did Chazal have to tell
us that the Sea saw Yosef’s Aron and as a result, it decided
to split? Wouldn’t it seem that the mesiras nefesh and
tremendous Kiddush Hashem of Nachshon ben Aminadav
was an even greater zechus than the fact that Yosef ran
away and withstood the temptation that faced him?

My machshava here is that there are two types of
Kiddush Hashem. One type is dying with mesiras nefesh,
while the other is living a life with mesiras nefesh. True,
Nachshon was willing to give up his life, but once a person
dies by being Moser Nefesh al Kiddush Hashem, his
nisayon is over and he is destined to receive a great reward
in Olam Haba. However, living al Kiddush Hashem is a
much more difficult proposition. We see this from Yosef
himself, who ran away from his master’s wife and wound
up thrown mercilessly into an Egyptian dungeon, from
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where presumably, there was no parole system and he
would have languished there for the rest of his life. Yosef
HaTzaddik was prepared to give up everything - his
freedom - and continue living al Kiddush Hashem.

The Rambam (nmnn »no n) writes that the person
who was v bw vTpNn more than anyone else was Yosef.
And what about Rabbi Akiva and all the other Tanaaim
who died al Kiddush Hashem while saying Shema Yisrael?
Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik zz”l suggests that the
greatest Kiddush Hashem is not dying for Him, but living
for Him. Dying for a cause is easier than living for a cause.
Dying takes a few moments and leaves over a glorious
memory. Living for Hashem is a 24/7 responsibility, a daily
commitment that cannot be forgotten even for one second.

Every year, at my parents’ yahrzeit, I tell over what R’
Mordechai Gifter z¢”I once told me. He said that people
who came to America in the 1920’s and remained Shomer
Shabbos, built Yeshivos and brought up their children to be
Bnei Torah, did a greater Kiddush Hashem than the
millions of Jews who died in the churbonos in Europe.

The nature of water is always to flow together.
Therefore, in the zechus of Yosef Hatzaddik who overruled
his natural inclinations, Chazal tell us that the water - the
Yam Suf - fled in the zechus of Yosef, who also fled.

May the zechusim of all our ancestors who lived al
Kiddush Hashem as well as those that were destined to die
al Kiddush Hashem, be a merit for yeshuos, refuos,
shidduchim, arichas yamim and a chag kosherv’sameach.

Army to explain what had occurred and for what reason
had they lost the battle. The Chief responded that there
were many reasons why the troops were defeated. The
Prime Minister asked the Chief to elaborate. The Chief
responded that the troops had run out of ammunition and
gunpowder during the battle, and could not refresh the
supply. The Prime Minister was taken aback. He asked, “If
you have a reason like this, why do you need any others!”
Chacham Mani explains that every person has his or
her own priorities in life. Every person has priorities in
both the realms of Ruchniyos (spiritual) and Gashmiyus
(physical). Not always do these priorities match what our
priorities should truly be, nor do they reflect the priorities
that Hashem wants us to keep at the top of the list. When
we come to take inventory of our priorities in life, we have
to recall those principles that must remain unwavering and
solid, as they are the foundation of our faith, and without
them, our avodas Hashem is flawed. What are these
principles that we must remember constantly and adhere to

4
steadfastly at all times? Well, if we were to name one, it

would be: “One is Hashem in the Heaven and the Earth.”
Are more principles needed once we have said this?
Obviously, just as the answer of the Chief was all
encompassing, so too is this one principle. Yet, just as
other factors contributed to the loss of the battle, even
though the stated reason was by far the most relevant, so
too, are there other priorities and principles - like the five
sifrei Chumash, the six sedarim of Mishna, Shabbos is the
seventh day of the week, Bris Milah is on the eighth day -
that would be on our list, even though “One is Hashem” is
by far the overarching focal point of our belief.

It is that list that we sing on the night of the Seder.
Indeed, we thank the Almighty for redeeming us from
slavery, and allowing us to enter His service. On the night
that we express our happiness about the close relationship
we have as a Nation with Hashem, we affirm those
precepts that are essential to that relationship by singing
His praises with this song. (Rabbi Yehudah Z. Prero)
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':HU_D: One of the leading Rabbanim in all of Poland, who
maintained his position as Chief Rabbi of Lodz for many
years, was the eminent Gaon and Tzaddik, R’ Eliyahu
Chaim Meisels z£”’l. He was also a representative for the
entire Polish Jewish community, in the Sejm, the Polish
Senate. He was quite popular among his fellow senators,
all of whom were non-Jews, and he was greatly beloved
and respected by them all. R* Meisels had a strange
practice; each time he returned to Lodz from a meeting of
the Sejm, he would rush to his inner chamber, lock himself
in his room, and remain there for a day or two. One could
hear him wailing and crying from behind the closed doors.

Once he was asked the reason for this odd behavior.

He replied, “We find in the Torah that when Yaakov
Avinu left the house of Lavan with his entire family, Lavan
chased after him. When he finally caught up with Yaakov,
Lavan berated his son-in-law for leaving secretly, in the
middle of the night, without affording Lavan the chance to
give him and his wives a proper sendoff. ‘I would have
arranged a farewell dinner for you, accorded you honor,
and showered you with gifts,” insisted Lavan.

“Yaakov’s reply seems a bit puzzling. He responded,
‘What sin have I committed? What have I done wrong?’
What kind of response is this? It looks as though Lavan
wanted to be friendly and he even seems to be humbling
himself. So why did Yaakov answer in such a manner?”

“The answer is that Yaakov Avinu knew,” explained the
Rav, “that it is part of human nature to love a person only

if one feels that he has something in common with him.
Yaakov was deeply concerned that if Lavan could find
something in his character that made him feel close to
Yaakov, then perhaps they did in fact share certain
characteristics. This worried Yaakov to the point that he
began to engage in serious soul-searching. ‘Despite my
beard and payos,” thought Yaakov, ‘and my involvement
in a life of Torah, Lavan still sees something in me that
makes him feel that we are essentially alike. He really
believes that I am one of his people. How am I like him?
What sin have I committed?” asked Yaakov.

“I, too,” cried R” Meisels, “have a similar problem like

Yaakov. If the Polish senators are friendly with me, they
must see something that I have in common with them.
There must be something in my character that causes them
to equate me with themselves. Therefore, I weep and pray
that Hashem will remove any such blemishes.”
Swi): There are many interpretations to understand the
words of the Haggadah, ">5n0 NN Mpy> wpra 129" - how
Lavan tried to destroy us. The simplest is the one the Torah
records when Lavan declares to Yaakov, “I have the power
to destroy you and I would do so were it not that Hashem,
your Father, warned me not to.” (Bereishis 31:29) But
when Lavan chased after Yaakov, he revealed a desire in
his heart to destroy Klal Yisroel. He was, after all, the
grandfather of Yaakov’s children. He attempted to sow the
seeds of his evil character into his grandchildren, the future
nation, in order to transmit his outlook of life onto them.
He attempted to destroy the uniqueness and blemish the
purity of Klal Yisroel from within.
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I've always wondered why the introduction to the portion of the four sons mentioned in the Haggadah begins with the
words "Dypnn 72" They seem to indicate a consolation of sorts, as we generally use the term "DONN DNY DPHN" when
we console a mourner. Additionally, why is each of the four sons prefaced by the word "1nN" (one)? The Baal Haggadah
could easily have written, “The Torah speaks of four different children: wise, wicked, simple and unable to ask.” And
finally, why is the letter “vayv” added to each word of "1nN"? What is the significance of this letter?

My machshava here is that on the night of Pesach when we sit by the Seder and look at our children around the table,
we might wonder why certain children are smarter than others; why some have greater intelligence than others; why
these are more talented than those? Why can’t they all be the proverbial “Chacham” from the Mah Nishtana? The
answer is, we must realize that every child is special and unique, each one is an “Echad” - a beracha and a gift from the
Ribono shel Olam, no matter his or her long or shortcomings. Thus, we “console” ourselves with this knowledge by
introducing the four children with the words "oypnn 71" - as if to say, thank You, Hashem, for the wonderful children
You have given us. The “vav” attached to each child is the “vav hachibur” (connecting vav), which reminds us that we
must always stay connected to our children and they should always strive to be connected to each other. This will help us
realize that each child is truly a gift from the One Above to enjoy and cherish.

This reminds me of a story of two brothers. One lived in Eretz Yisroel and was blessed with twelve children, but was
extremely poor. The other lived in America, had no children, but was a multi-millionaire. One day, the brother in
Anmerica called his brother in Israel and made him an offer, saying, “You, my dear brother, have twelve children! I have
none. You have no money and I have millions. I am willing to give you a million dollars if you will give me one of your
children and this way, you will have means to support your family and I will have a child.”

Although this was a tough decision to make, under the burden of financial duress, they agreed to the deal. A legal
contract was drawn up and signed. The night before the transfer was to take place, the brother in Israel and his wife had
the painstaking task of choosing which child they were going to part with. The entire night, while the children were
sleeping in their beds, they walked around gazing at each beautiful face. When the sun rose the next morning, he called
his brother in America and told him that the deal is off. “But we have a legal contract!” said the American brother.

The brother in Israel didn’t hesitate with his response, “I realize that, my brother, but the contract is based on the false
assumption that my wife and I have twelve children. In reality, last night we realized that we only have ONE child. ONE
Chani, ONE Rochel, ONE Shimi, ONE Chaim ... etc. Each one is a ONE!”

The entire Seder is based on the posuk, "NnnN O TS NN - “You shall tell your child on that day.” It does not say,
“You shall tell your children,” but your “child” in the singular. We must reach out and devote ourselves to each child
individually. The Pesach Seder is the best time to be reminded that each child is a unique gift given to us from the
Ribono shel Olam and we should all be blessed with much nachas from our children and eineklach.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ﬁﬂ»ﬂ» ﬂ;ﬁﬁﬂ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF

ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(SN-3 BT ) . STIISTT D TP 1D DN P2 MWD DRy DI Pt noxan uN
There is a fascinating Medrash in Shir HaShirim (Shir all those who heed his advice, because whoever follows

HaShirim Raba 2:1 [8]) that tells us: when Moshe told the
Jewish people that their redemption from Mitzrayim was
imminent, they did not believe him! The Medrash states:
“When Moshe told Israel, ‘You will be redeemed in this
month (Nisan),” they said to him: ‘Moshe Rabbeinu, how
can we be redeemed? After all, we have no good deeds to
our merit!” He responded to them: ‘Since He (Hashem)
delights in your redemption, He does not look at your bad
deeds. At whom does He look? At the Tzaddikim among you
and at their deeds, such as Amram and his household.’”
The Medrash goes on to say that Hashem told Moshe,
“If I will analyze their wicked deeds, the Jewish people will
never be redeemed. Instead, I will redeem them in the merit
of Amram’s dedication and role in leading the people and

the advice of the great Torah Sages will not stumble!”

R’ Avraham Pam z#”’ cites this Medrash and learns
out something amazing and extremely applicable for our
generation. We are living in the generation known as
"NWNT NNy - the days immediately preceding
Moshiach. And yet, we all ask the same question: Why
would Hashem bring the Geula now, when our generation
is so low, so far removed from spirituality? The
generations before us were so much greater, on so much
of higher level, and Moshiach didn’t come. Why would he
come now? The answer, says Rav Pam, is found in this
Medrash and in the analysis of the entire Geulas
Mitzrayim. It is not on account of us - it is on account of
the Gedolim and righteous Torah Sages.
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escape the endless passages in the Hagaddah. No guests chewing up our parents’ attention. That night, locked inside a
small, enclosed room, we were truly free. Free to share stories with each other. Free to sing songs. Free to tell jokes. Free
to talk about the story of Pesach. Free to laugh at our situation. It was a true “Zman Cheirusainu”!
My father didn’t preach faith that night in the Mikvah. He showed us faith. Faith that everything happens for a reason.
Faith to know that there will always be light no matter the dark situation we are in. Faith in ourselves to find freedom within.
My brother Levi eventually found us and went to the home of the individual who worked in the Shul to get the keys.
We went home to find a very concerned mother and starving guests. That’s when we began the traditional seder.
Funny, I don’t remember a thing about that one.
This Pesach, don’t forget what it’s all about. That’s the only way for your kids not to forget either. (COLIlive.com)
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There was once a Dinover chasid who suffered from a mortal lung disease and traveled to the capital city of Vienna,
Austria, for medical advice. After many tests and evaluations, the doctors told him that his disease could not be cured,
because the lung was not in its normal position. It was pushed to the side and filled with phlegm which could not be
drained and would cause decay. Any sharp or spicy food he would eat could be fatal. They suggested that he hurry home,
lest he die among strangers.

The man started on his journey homeward with a broken heart. His way passed through the village of Sanz and he
thought to himself, “The Divrei Chaim (R’ Chaim Halberstam z¢”’/, Sanzer Rav) is renowned as a great Torah scholar
and authority on Jewish Law. I shall ask him what to do about eating maror, the bitter vegetable, in the forthcoming
Seder on Pesach night. I am unable to eat the required amount (a kzayis - the volume of an olive), but am I still required
to eat a lesser portion and should I pronounce a blessing over it?”

He went to the Rebbe who listened patiently to his query. “It is written in the Zohar,” replied the Sanzer Rav, “that
maror is considered a ‘healing food.” You should be able to eat the full prescribed amount and be healed.”

This chasid was an accomplished Torah scholar in his own right. After he left the Rebbe’s presence, he searched for
the Zohar but found that it does not say that maror is a healing food, but rather, matza is the food that heals. It is referred
to in the text as "NIONT X921 The Divrei Chaim had obviously made an error in his ruling, thought the chasid, and
with that, he dismissed the incident from his mind.

On the night of the Seder when the moment for eating maror arrived, the sick man took the tiniest portion of bitter
herbs. He never received an answer to his query so he ruled on his own that it was better to be stringent in this mitzvah.
The instant he swallowed the maror, though, he immediately began to cough strenuously, weakening him greatly.

In a fit of righteous zeal, he cried out to his family, “If this is my end, let me at least fulfill the mitzvah of maror in its
entirety!” He reached out and grabbed a full portion of the strong horseradish root and forced it into his mouth. As soon
as he swallowed the whole mouthful, his eyes bulged and his face turned an awful shade of crimson. His coughing fit
grew considerably worse and his whole body shook dreadfully.

His family jumped out of their seats and tried to help him. There wasn’t anything they could do. Anyone who has ever
swallowed a large portion of the bitter herb on the night of Pesach and began coughing, can attest that the feeling is
anything but pleasant. For this chasid, it was absolutely painstaking. His wife and children were terrified as the man
seemed to be out of control. Quickly, someone ran to fetch a local doctor. But the doctor was himself conducting a Seder
and did not hasten to come. Meanwhile, the chasid and his coughing became progressively worse.

When the doctor finally did arrive, he found the patient unconscious. He was told that the man had become so
exhausted from his coughing and twitching that he fainted. They had put him into his bed where he seemed to be
sleeping, his breathing rising and falling laboriously. The doctor said that the rest was good for him and that he should
not be awakened under any circumstances.

The chasid slept until a late hour the following day and when the doctor came again to examine him, he was amazed.
The patient was breathing fine, he was calm and did not even feel any pain from his damaged lungs. It seemed that the
force of the coughing and the shuddering of his body had jarred the lung and it had returned back to its normal position.
Additionally, the fluid that had built up inside of him seemed to have drained out.

Now, the man understood the feshuva (responsa) of the Divrei Chaim. Of course, the matza is the “food of healing”
but in his specific situation, the Rebbe had seen that the maror - not the matza - would be the charm needed for his cure.
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surroundings. That was the Brezhaner Rav’s study, where a candle always burned. He never published a responsum without
reviewing it at least three or four times, to make it more understandable, more convincing, and more precise. A visitor
related that in the eight days that he stayed with the Maharsham, over one hundred letters arrived and were answered.

When it came to answering sheilos, the Maharsham would become a hard-working public servant, always on the
alert, always ready to serve, whether in the small hours of the night, early in the morning or late afternoon. Even Friday
morning and Friday night, just as he lifted his cup to make Kiddush, or to make the blessing for HaMotzi, the Rav would
stop what he was doing to answer a query.

His son, R’ Yitzchok Hakohen Shwadron z¢”’1 tells a story of his father, the Brezhaner Rav, who sat ready to start
the Pesach Seder, when somebody came to ask a serious sheilah concerning an item that he believed had become
chametz. Although the entire Schwadron family was sitting there and anxious to begin, R’ Sholom Mordechai left the
table, took off his kitfel, and began to pore over numerous seforim in an effort to find the right answer.

After an hour, he sent a message to his grandson-in-law, R* Moshe Yisroel, who served as the Rosh Av Beis Din of
Brezhan, asking him to join him. The Ra’avad (Rosh Av Beis Din) left his own Seder table and proceeded to his wife’s
grandfather’s home. The two great men sat down and discussed the subject for a long time but could not come up with
the proper teshuvah.

The Maharsham had an idea. “Let us go through the seforim, as well as those we recall by heart, and count the number
of poskim who rule stringently and compare it to the number of those who are lenient. We will pasken (rule) according to
the majority of opinions.”

They counted the number of opinions but lo and behold, the poskim were equally divided. “All right,” said the
Maharsham suddenly, “I am joining those who ruled leniently, and now we have a majority of those who rule ‘kosher’!”

The case was closed, the outcome positive, and R’ Sholom Mordechai dismissed his granddaughter’s husband,
donned his kittel again, and resumed his Seder.
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Chag HaPesach celebrates the birth of our nation, and it may offer us the key to its continued survival. The korban
Pesach, the first sacrifice offered as a nation, underscores the need to create and nurture close familial relationships.
Faith exists in the intellectual realm, but it comes alive in community, when families unite around common causes.
Perhaps that is why one of the most important things families can do on Pesach night, both when the actual korban
Pesach was offered as well as in our contemporary model of Pesach seder, is come together.

Mendy Pellin is a well-known Jewish personality. He is chasid of Chabad and he is a humorist, who blends
Chassidishe spirituality with out-of-the-box humor. On one occasion, someone asked him what was his most memorable
and favorite seder. Mendy replied by recounting a true story that happened to him and his family in Crown Heights,
Brooklyn, when he was just 8 years-old. He relates as follows:

As was often the case, my father was running late to shul the first night of Pesach. On the way to shul, we made a
stop at the Union Street Mikvah for a quick pre-holiday dip. Actually, in my family there was no such thing as quick.
One of my brothers wanted to break his record and immerse 101 times in the holy water. I took forever to get dressed
after my dip. My oldest brother didn’t have time to wait and went ahead to 770 to be on time (relatively) for davening.
By the time the rest of us were ready to go, we were the last ones in the Mikvah.

That’s when we realized that we were locked inside the Mikvah! The management must have thought it was empty
and locked it from the outside as they were leaving. We heard people walking outside. Some were already walking home
from Shul to their Pesach Sedarim and we started banging on the door. Unfortunately for us, no one heard.

My brother, Yaakov, decided to try out his karate aspirations on the Mikvah door. He ran up, did a jump kick and
flew backward - hitting the light switch on the wall opposite the door. Even his great karate kick was no match for a
New York deadbolt Mikvah door. The problem was that now, not only were we stranded inside a hot and sweaty
bathhouse - we were also in the pitch dark!

My father didn’t panic. He figured my brother Levi would eventually connect the dots and realize that we had never
made it out of the Mikvah. Then, he would come check on us, and we would be - like the ancient Jews in Egypt - redeemed!

Well, it didn’t happen quite like that. A few hours passed. Most people on the outside were unlocking their doors
for Eliyahu HaNavi. But we were sitting in a dark, chlorine-filled, dressing room having ... the best seder of my life.
It was as though nothing in the world existed but us. We had no distractions. No comfortable couches yelling for us to

Nowadays, we see such a terrible rise in intermarriage,
immorality, stress on materialism and a weak connection to
real Torah Judaism, 9"; and yet we are constantly told that
Moshiach is imminent, “Moshiach is coming NOW!” It is
surely in the merit of our Gedolim and those who are
scrupulous in heeding their words. Rav Pam points out that
there are those who look down on Bnei Torah and Kollel
yungerleit and consider them “bank kvetchers” (bench
warmers) and “batlanim” (idlers) who “waste their time”
learning Torah. Nothing could be further from the truth. It
is actually in the merit of these wonderful individuals that
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the world exists - and continues to survive! And it is in

the merit of these true Bnei Torah who dedicate their
entire lives to fulfilling Hashem’s will and listening
carefully to uphold the words of our Gedolim that the
Final Redemption will come.

By the original Geula, the Nation was led by Moshe
and Aharon and the elders. The people looked to them
and heeded their call. Let us emulate them. We must not
look down and condemn those whom we feel are pushing
away the Geula. Rather, let us act as true servants of
Hashem in whose merit Moshiach will come.
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A noted psychologist in Jerusalem relates a wonderful story that took place quite a few years ago. One year, on the
morning of Erev Pesach, during the time he was burning the chametz, a few friends approached him.

“To what do you owe the distinction?” they asked him. “We saw you had a very distinguished visitor in your
courtyard last night, none other than HaGaon R’ Eliezer Menachem Shach z¢”I, the Ponevezer Rosh Yeshiva from Bnei
Brak. Why was he just milling about in your courtyard? Why didn’t you at least invite him in?”

The doctor was shocked. R” Shach was in his courtyard? He could not imagine that R> Shach came to his house. But
the doctor quickly realized what had happened and was dismayed, feeling guilty that it was he who had made the great
Rosh Yeshivah shlep all the way to his house.

On the first day of Chol HaMoed, the doctor traveled from Jerusalem to Bnei Brak to ask the Rosh Yeshivah’s
forgiveness. “Forgiveness from me?” exclaimed R’ Shach. “If anything, I should ask forgiveness from you!”

The Gaon later explained what had happened. “It was the night of bedikas chametz, the evening before the Pesach
Seder. A talmid had come to me with a number of specific issues that I felt only this particular psychologist in Jerusalem
would be able to help him with.”

R’ Shach called the doctor, who immediately offered to drive to Bnei Brak and speak to the young man.

“Rebbi! 1t is erev Pesach! It is a busy time!” exclaimed the doctor. “The Rosh Yeshivah does not need to leave his
house. I will go to meet the student in Bnei Brak.”

But R’ Shach refused. “No, I will go with the student to your home in Yerushalayim.”

The doctor insisted that R” Shach stay home and after a degree of haggling, he agreed that R” Shach should send the
young man alone to Jerusalem. Little did he know that R’ Shach decided at the last moment that due to the young man’s
condition, he would need to be accompanied to Jerusalem. However, R’ Shach did not want to upset the doctor, so he
decided to wait downstairs in the courtyard until the session was over. It was for this reason that the great Ponovezher
Rosh Yeshivah was spotted milling in the courtyard of the renowned psychologist on the evening before Yom Tov.

When the doctor arrived on Chol HaMoed to ask forgiveness, R’ Shach was completely confused.

“I am an old man, who lives alone. I have no great needs on the evening before Pesach. I don’t have much to clean or
inspect for chametz and so it was not a big deal for me to go with my falmid. I did not want to go upstairs and cause your
family to halt their Pesach preparations, so I strolled in the courtyard, inhaling the crisp air of Jerusalem as I thought
about Torah topics.” R’ Shach smiled at the psychologist and concluded, “It was indeed a pleasure!” (Parsha Parables)

(BB S ) . AT PN BT 1350 2 1350 2anas 150 mwaan 1uhs HheN

As aleader and posek of his generation, the Maharsham, R’ Sholom Mordechai Hakohen Schwadron z¢”’, had a
strong sense of public responsibility, and was always vigilant, never allowing himself a moment’s relaxation. The
Maharsham’s responsa are replete with phrases such as, “Because of my poor health and the stream of letters sent to me,
I will not be able to elaborate on the subject,” and “I am burdened by a myriad of chores, which do not permit me to be
more prolific, for there is a heap of letters in front of me.” That heavy yoke prevented the Maharsham from resting. His
nights were turned into days as he edited his responsa and wrote hundreds of new ones. During the long winter nights,
when all of Brezhan was clad in snow and darkness covered the town, one window always illuminated its immediate




