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The kidnapping of Dina was a terrible event in the annals of the family
history of Yaakov Avinu. In truth, Chazal find a measure of guilt on the part

of Yaakov - the slightest oversight - and tzadikim are punished for even the
slightest error. What was his mistake? Rashi states that he didn't immediately
fulfill the terms of his cath which he swore in 9 72, to build a natn - Alrar.
However, says R' Avigdor Miller ZT"L, this unfortunate incident had to
have been brought about by a more immediate cause: "Dina went out to see
the girls of the land.” She heard the sounds of maidens, and she wanted to go |
take a look. "Shechem, the son of Chamor, saw her... and took her." His
action brought about immeasurable shame and distress to her and her entire
family, and, ultimately, devastation to himself and the entire city.

The message is clear: #np»9 o0 N2 N2 VI - “The true honor of a
princess is inside." If Yaakov had instructed Dina to remain home, not to go
out when she wasn't supposed to, he would have spared them all the ensuing

{ misery, all the anguish which they subsequently suffered. True, Dina might

have complained, "What's wrong with going outside, to get some fresh air, to
see what the other girls are doing?" Of course, such activity is permissible.
But when the Y10 070 - Aneribute of Justice, is in force, when there is a
prosecutor overhead working against us, like in the case of Yaakov Avinu,
then it waits for any opportunity, any frec moment. And then, even an
innocent stroll can become an excuse, and lead to unspeakable horror. We
must pay close attention. especially in such difficult times such as these.
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R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:

"A pious person is someone who does more than the halacha requires of
him. Halacha says, 'Do not deceive others.' A pious person is one who does
not deceive himselfl"

A Noted Authority once said:
"1t is much easier to break a window, than to create one!"

R' Meir Leibish Malbi'm ZT"L would say:
“The posuk in Mishlei tells us, "Chasten your son for there is hope, and
do not burden your spirit with his noisy wailing. " (r-0 Yown) Never despair
of a son turned delinquent and give up all attempts to discipline him. There
is always hope. Lven if he wai ( ct it get to you,"
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Yankcel had to go to town for supplies, so he helped the carpenter get the
materials ready and then he was off. The carpenter worked hard all that day
measuring, sawing, nailing. About sunset when the farmer returned, the
carpenter had just finished his job. Yankel's eyes opened wide, his jaw
dropped. There was no fence there at all. It was a bridge, a bridge stretching
from one side of the creek to the other! A fine piece of work, handrails and
all, and his brother Chaim, was coming across, his hand outstretched.

"You are quite a fellow to build this bridge after all I've said and done,"
sald Chaim, with a big, beaming smile. The two men met at the middle of
the bridge, hugging, kissing and clasping each other's hand. They turned
Just in time to see the carpenter, toolbox on his shoulder, walking out into
the distant horizon. "No, wait! Stay a few days. I've a lot of other projects
for you," said Yankel, attempting to call the man back. But Chaim grabbed
his arm. "I think he's busy, Yankel. He's got many more bridges to build!"
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Rashi explains that Yaakov was alone because he recrossed the river to
retrieve a few little jugs that he had forgotten. "From here we learn that
money 1s more precious to izadikkim then their physical safety. All this
why? Because they do not deal in theft." (83 P9 n) We see from the
Medrash, however, that Yaakov gave all his gold and silver to Esav, and
forfeited his share of the inheritance, to buy out Esav's burial spot in the
Me'aras HaMachpela! Thus we see that Yaakov did, on occasion spend
freely, and was not all that fiscally tight. So, why here was Yaakov so
worried about his little jugs and the appearance of possible stealing?

R' Aharon Kotler ZT"L explains that Yaakov understood that by being
extra careful with even low-value objects was a way to create a »© - fence,
in this case a spiritual barrier to protect him from theft. Yaakov was willing
to give up his personal safety rather than lose a little money, for this would
further protect him from any hint of stealing. Yet, for matters of Ruchniyus
- spirituality, Yaakov was willing to forfeit all of his money. That was why
Yaakov was so amenable to giving all of his money to Esav in the case of
the burial spot. Because this was different in that it involved something with
spiritual value. Yaakov was willing to spend to keep Esav out of the holy
Me'aras HaMachpela. What does that say about his commitment? Esav,
however, was just the opposite, willing to sell off any ilem of spirituality
that was his - the N2 - Birthright, and kever in Me'aras HaMachpela.
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The story is told of two brothers, who lived on adjoining farms, who
fell into serious conflict. It was the first major rift in 40 years between the
siblings; farming side by side, sharing machinery, and trading labor and
goods as needed, without a hitch. But then, without warning, the kinship
and long collaboration fell apart. It began with a small misunderstanding
and it grew into a major difference, and finally it exploded into an
exchange of bitter words followed by weeks of silence.

One morning there was a knock on Yankel's door. He opened it to find
a man with a carpenter's toolbox. "Hi. I'm looking for a few days work," he
said. "Perhaps you would have a few small jobs here and there. Is there
anything I could do for you?" "Actually, yes," said Yankel. "l do havea
job for you. Look across the creek at that farm. That's my brother, in fact,
we used to be friends and partners. Last week there was a meadow
between us and he took his bulldozer to the river levee and now there is a
creek between us. Well, he may have done this to spite me, but I'll go him
one better. See that pile of lumber sitting by the barn? 1 want you to build
me a fence, an 8-foot high fence, so I won't need to see his place anymore.
That should teach him a lesson." -

The carpenter looked across the creek and nodded. "I think I understand
the situation. Show me the nails and the post-hole digger and I'll be able to
do a job that pleases you."
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