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The parsha deals primarily with the construction of the Mishkan.
Why, then, is it necessary to preface it with the mitzvah of Shabbos?

R' Zalman Sorotzkin ZT"L explains that both the Mishkan and
Shabbos serve to infuse Bnei Yisroel with holiness. Shabbos represents

. Ehe nWYTP - sanctification of time, which serves as a vehicle for Bnei

Yisroel to hallow themselves once a week and transcend the mundane
activities of the rest of the week. The Miskhkan manifested DYPHPN NP -
sanctification of place. This was where one could cleanse himself of his
shortcomings and where the Jews elevated themselves together three

| times a year during the D9 WHv - three Jestivals.

The concept of yo1n nwYTp preceded that of DYpN NwYTR, for Hashem
commanded the observance of Shabbos even before Har Sinai. Lest one
think that the holiness of the Mishkan could possibly replace that of the
Shabbos - a person might be able to cleanse and elevate himself in so
holy a place at any time - Hashem prefaced the parsha of the Mishkan
with the mitzva of Shabbos to indicate that the mishkan only supplements

| the unique holines of Skabbos - it does not replace it.
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7 R' Yosef Patznovsky ZT"L (Pardes Yosef) would say:

"The greatest wisdom is not to be too wise, but to obey the command

| of Hashem without much speculation!"

- | R" Shmelke of Nikolsberg ZT"L would say:

"More than the poor person needs tzedakah, those who are able need

| poor men to whom to give. More than those without a place to eat need to
| be invited into a home, those with homes require a poor person to invite."

- | R' Yissocher of Zlobotov ZT"L would say:

"The eyes have lids that cover it, the mouth has lips that close, the
nostrils and ears are easily plugged. But the brain is without a covering to

block it. Obviously, Hashem intended for man to be open-minded!"
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Meekly, the Maggid made another suggestion. "Tefillah - prayer?"
"Please," retorted the president. "In a city of 1,000 Jewish families, we
hardly get a weekday minyan. The synagogue is never filled except on
the High Holy Days. No one would be interested."

Finally the Maggid became frustrated. "If I can't talk about Shabbos,
and T can't talk about tzedaka, nor discuss kashrus or tefillah, what do
you want me to talk about?" The president looked amazed. "Why, rabbi"
exclaimed the president. "That's easy! Talk about Judaism!"

The Maggid looked at him hard. "In this week's parsha, we find the
concept of Shabbos in general, and some of its detailed laws in particular,
directly in the middle of the architectural directives of a most glorious
edifice, the Mishkan. The Torah is telling us that although we may build
beautiful palaces in which to serve the Almighty, however, if we forget
the tenets of our faith, those great structures are meaningless. A Jew must
remember that without Shabbos, without kashrus, without tefillah, or
tzedakah, a great sanctuary is no more enduring than a castle in the air!"
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This Posuk can be explained based on the notion that the 613 mitzvos
correspond to the various parts of the human being. The 245 positive
commandments correspond to the 245 limbs, whereas the 365 negative
commandments are parallel to the 365 sinews. The question remains,
though, nobody can fulfill all the mitzvos - some mitzvos apply
specifically to kohanim, whereas others apply to everybody but kohanim.
Some people do not know how to fulfill the mitzva of Shechita -
slaughtering, and many never have the opportunity to fulfill mitzvos such
as Jpn MV - sending away the mother bird to take the offspring. If so,
how can all of a person's limbs shine with the light of all the mitzvos?

The Chid"a, R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L answers that when
Bnei Yisroel live together in harmony, they blend together into a single,
organic unit, whereby the mitzvos of one are considered as those of the
other. Thus, "Moshe assembled the entire congregation of Bnei Yisrael."
He gathered them together, with unity, informing them, "these are the
things which Hashem commanded to do them." Once everyone is together

P33 Y912 NPYT DRI NON 2P0 N DY NIV NRNN NOR DN
N TN RN MW NIR WY (:19) NIV /DINN INIIND 1) ,)2UNN
702 MRV NIV ONDON INUN NIV NNSIN NDN IRV OIRDNT
719V NOYYL NPIN NONN

Y NNV ,APYY NN 702 D781 PSP AP 7199509 NI
DXNIN PPRNNNY YN 7Y NYIMY DIWN 17 ;NN NIVINDR 52 NV
PP JAVD AR DM AP Y YTIND XN 1912 y2VN YOV DV
N2WA AINN PMIDN YN DIWN) TPIVN 10X WIMY 1Py NDIND NN
NI TN NYTANN NONIN DD MUY

INNINN T IYY KON AN PPN DY DO NPRY NRXN I"RYD
AWYNA Y991 NY Y IINDY ,DIPNT DIPNNY ,INOD DYN XaNN DIPN YD
N9 YTHVY ,JOWNN IMYY NIPY NN DAY ,DIDN NYTIND NPX TPYUNII
192 11032V NIWN NPAPN INY NN T 5Y WTNN) 1KY DIPNN DIY
9N NON NYIWD DIPHN NP D) )2V 1D, 0721DN MY

045 113°9....59AR NYIN
(X=1Y) 799 NANYN NYYH 0N HYY ... MYYY 1 MY YYUN ©9210 NN
A famous Maggid was asked to lecture in a prosperous and modern
city. Before he was to speak he was told to consult with the synagogue's
president to go over the agenda. The Maggid met the president who was

sitting in a richly upholstered leather armchair behind a mahogany desk.

"Rabbi," said the president, "you have a reputation as a remarkable
speaker. One who inspires crowds and - might I say - makes waves. Pray
tell me, what are you intending to speak about in our town? This is a very
distinguished community, and you must be careful. We surely would not

| want to offend anyone with even the slightest rebuke.”

The Maggid promptly replied, "I intend to talk about Shabbos
observance." The president's face turned crimson. "Oh, no, dear rabbi,
please. In this town, such talk will fall on deaf ears. We all struggle to
make a living and Shabbos is just not in the cards. I implore you. Talk
about something else."

"I can talk about kashrus," said the Rabbi. "Don't even bother," begged
the president, "there hasn't been a kosher butcher in this town for years."

"Okay. How about Tzedaka?" offered the Maggid. "Charity? Give us a
break," laughed the president. "Do you know how many shnorrers visit

in harmony, it is considered as if all the commandments are fulfilled.

this town each week? We are sick of hearing about charity!"
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