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A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
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Laws of Tzedakah - Giving a Tenth (9wyn)

Source. Just as a Jewish farmer used to give a tenth of his

produce to the poor, so too, should every person give a tenth

of his profit earnings to rzedakah (). Most Poskim hold that
this is not an absolute obligation but rather a strong and
desirable custom instituted by our Avos, Avrohom,

Yitzchok and Yaakov @. Some Poskim hold that it is a

Biblical or Rabbinical obligation @3).

Advantage of not being a Neder. Even if maaser is only a

custom, if one did it three times without saying: “bli neder”

(without a promise), it becomes an obligation for him to

continue @. It is advisable not to make giving maaser a

nederbecausethere are a number of doubts in the calculation

and distribution of maaser money, upon which one can be
lenient if it’s not a neder ). This can be done in two ways:

1) Before one begins to distribute maaser money, he
announces thatitis “bli neder” as mentioned before.

2) If this was not done, one can say in front of 3 people that
he regrets not saying “bli neder”. They then say to him:
"2 97" (you are released). He also must speak out that
any future maaser money that he gives should not
become a neder obligation on him.

The Attitude towards giving Maaser. When setting aside

maaser money, one’s attitude should be that he has taken

Hashem in as a partner and every profit that he makes is a
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“profit” for Hashem who’s needy children will gain. This is
obviously a great activator of Heavenly assistance.
Furthermore, if a person deposits a tenth of his money right
away into a separate account, it is easier to give later, not
having the attitude that he is “digging into his own money.”
An Exact Tenth. The Chofetz Chaim ) writes that there is
a special mitzvah to give an exact tenth and not just giving a
vague amount which is often more than a tenth. The proper
way is to have an exact calculated amount (as will be
explained) given as maaser (in one time or over many
combinable donations), and whatever is given over that
amount should be given as general charity. Also, if one gives
the maximum amount of one fifth, as explained last week,
he should give it as two separate tenths.

A person should record all the amounts given as he goes
and every year or half year compute the amount of maaser
and make any necessary adjustments. If one separates a tenth
as he goes along, the above calculation is not necessary and
every year or half year he should distribute what he has.

WEBKLY CHIZUX # 44
In the month of Elul one should check his mitzvah items to make

sure they are all in top condition. This includes checking: 1) His
parshiyos of tefilin and mezuzos if they have not been checked in 3.5
years. 2) The Tefillin straps and batim are properly black. 3) The
batimaresquare and not warped or dented. 4) The straps of the head
tefillin havenot stretched pushing the tefillin too far down. 5) The tzitzis

strings of all the family members have not snapped or unraveled.

VN N

R’ Yaakov Yosef of Polnoa ZT”L (Toldos Yaakov Yosef) would say:

“The Torah demands of the Jewish People: “Judges you shall appoint upon yourself.” The Torah is telling
every person who is in a position of power, whether he is a judge, an officer, etc. that the same criteria and
set of rules that you use to judge others you should apply to yourself as well. Demand of yourself the same
Yiras Shomayim - Fear of G-d, that you demand from those you are judging.”

Rabbeinu Dovid Ben Yosef Avudraham ZT"L would say:
“When you are davening in deep concentration and thought, know that prayer is accepted with the amount

of concentration it is said with.”

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT''L would say:

“When the Almighty created the world, He took into consideration even the smallest of creatures. He did
not give life to any being for which no provision was not made in this world. The thought that no creature is
insignificant should make every person aware that living on earth deserves respect because it itself bears the
stamp of the Almighty. Thus, we too, ought to respect ourselves as creatures of the Almighty.”

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE,RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.




as a Prime Minister!” Indeed, throughout his long career, Peres remarked on a number of occasions that he
felt as if a curse hung over his head when it came to his failures in Israeli politics. R’ Chaim Kanievsky
Shlit”a was recently asked about this and he said, “Of course there is a curse - it is my father’s curse!”

Another incident regarding Shimon Peres and his quest to force Yeshivah students into military service,
involved the great mashgiach, R’ Yechezkel Abramsky ZT''L. R’ Chatzkel as he was known, lived a long
and fruitful life, and even as he approached the age of ninety, he remained fresh and vigorous. During the last
years of his life, he remained one the last vestiges of a previous generation. His stature was increased in the
Jewish community and in the Torah world. He was chosen to head the Vaad HaYeshivos and the Chinuch
Atzmai schools. People looked upon him as an “eternal light” which the Ribono Shel Olam in his abundant
kindness had left burning to light the way for the coming generation. As in the Prophet Yechezkel’s vision,
he too, breathed fresh life into the “dry bones” of a nation left devastated by the Holocaust.

Thus, when the danger of enforced military service became a real and treacherous threat to yeshivah
students, it was to R’ Chatzkel whom everyone turned to spearhead the movement against the proposed law.
Many discussions were held and the yeshivah community made their intentions very clear that they would
fight tooth and nail against this sinister proposal. Finally, Shimon Peres, then the Director General of the
Ministry of Defense, called a meeting of senior Roshei Yeshivah in an effort to formulate a mutually
acceptable solution to the problem.

When all were seated and the meeting was called to order, R’ Chatzkel, the head of the Yeshivah
delegation, turned to Peres with a pleasant smile, and calmly asked, “May I open my remarks with the words
I had planned to use in closing?”

Peres, of course, assented, and R’ Chatzkel said the following in a serious mein: “We have come to tell
his honor that the matter is not open to discussion, and no compromise is possible. The Torah is our lifeblood
and the yeshivos are our homes. Is it at all possible to split a living organism in two?”

To the credit of Mr. Peres, it must also be related that he listened to R’ Chatzkel’s short speech, then
turned his position paper face down on the table, indicating that the subject was closed, and the discussion
turned to other matters.

On another occasion, when R’ Chatzkel was appearing before a ministerial investigating committee, he
read them the words from the Talmud Yerushalmi (7 979 myn) about Bar Kochba and Rabi Eliezer HaModai.
As long as Rabi Eliezer prayed, Beitar did not fall, but after Bar Kochba had him put to death, the city walls
were finally breached. R’ Chatzkel finished reading, looked the ministers in the eyes and cried out in a
stinging voice, “Yeshiva students are the Rabi Eliezer HaModai of our generation! If, Heaven forbid, you do
away with them, what will become of you?” His words had the desired effect and the ministers shelved the

proposal. E H»‘q ﬂ:ﬂﬁ Hﬂ" "w’a |

(M=) 721 W T MR 12 e Mo e 1225 o st

'M: During WWI, the Turkish Pasha (governor) blessing. “May Almighty G-d help you in your efforts
visited the city of Tzefas. He was perched on a white to see to the needs of the oppressed Jewish nation.”
steed, accompanied by an entourage of soldiers. He = The Pasha was very impressed by R’ Shlomo Eliezer
wore a flashy uniform, and a glossy medallion which and, as a result of that encounter, he made sure that
indicated his high rank, hung from his neck. the residents of Tzefas had sufficient food and water.

When R’ Shlomo Eliezer Alfandri ZT”L heard of 20n: A king, prophet or even community leader is
his arrival, he went out to greet him. The Pasha was charged with the welfare of his constituents. His
awed by the appearance of the "Ne>TP N1D" - “Holy constituents, on the other hand, are charged with an
Grandfather” and asked him for a blessing. even more daunting task: To ensure that their leader

R’ Shlomo Eliezer replied, “Only the humble can does not become “full of himself” - arrogant, brash
receive blessings. I will bless you after you come and unyielding. For "nay m3m nw»ay” - “Sin begets
down from your horse.” Amazingly, the Pasha got off sin” and a leader who will become conceited will
his horse and lowered his head to receive the stray from the path of Torah and mitzvos.
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The Torah clearly delineates that when the Jewish
people will follow a path of righteousness, they will
surely live and inherit the Land of Israel. The use of
the word "p8" - “Righteousness” in a double form is
unusual. Why must the posuk spell out "pT8 P18” - an
extra degree of righteousness in conjunction with the
future existence of Klal Yisroel and their inheritance
of Eretz Yisroel?

The Sefas Emes, R’ Yehudah Leib Alter ZT”’L,
explains that even justice must be pursued with
justice. Many times a person goes out to fight for a
just matter, but he does not choose the proper means
for his fight and turns from the victim into the
merciless pursuer. This is a perversion of justice,
rather than a performance of justice. We, as Jews
who have felt the wrath of the nations of the world
and are often oppressed because of our allegiance to
Hashem and His Torah, must never forget that
although we may eventually have an opportunity to
avenge those who oppress us, we must only do so
within the framework of justice. Feelings of self-emp
owerment can only bring about destruction from
within for a person’s conscience must remain clean
and pure when he is doing a service for his family,
his community and his Nation. This concept ensures
our survival as His “Chosen Nation” and only
through our path of “extra” righteousness - an
amalgamation of mercy, modesty and kindness
(D*TON Y9131) , DMWY ,DMINNA) - can we survive.

It is said that the great Baal Mussar, R’ Yisroel
Salanter ZT”’L once commented to one who wanted
to go to war for a just cause: “Remember, if you are
correct, see that you remain correct!”

Rashi explains that if a person were to build himself
a house but would be unable to live in it, while
another person would end up taking over his home
and living in it, he is exempt from going out to war
because, “this would be a matter of great aggravation
to him.” The person would experience tremendous
pain and grief specifically regarding someone else
living in the house. If he would die in war, that would
not be enough of a tragedy to justify a deferment. But
the thought that someone else would live in his house
is unbearable! It would drive him crazy. It would
affect his morale to such an extent that he could not
be an effective soldier. The Torah recognized this
reality and excused such a soldier from the army, lest
his negative morale effect the whole military unit.

R’ Leib Chasman ZT”L explains that the Torah
understands the nature of human beings. A human
being may not be so upset at the specter of never
having lived in a house that he built. But the prospect
of building a house, never living in it, and someone else
living in that house, is too much to bear. But the Torah
is also giving us mussar. For if we were more spiritual
and had loftier character traits, we would have a
different perspective. We would feel differently about
someone else living in our house. We would think, “If T
cannot live in this house at least somebody else will be
able to live there.” The ‘“‘aggravation” that Rashi is
referring to is caused by our own poor character traits.
Our lack of generosity of spirit causes our aggravation.

The biggest incentive a person has to be a less
selfish person is that he will become a happier
person, because he will not be constantly
“aggravated” by his own selfishness and jealousies.
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The most recent Israeli elections produced an event unprecedented in Israeli politics: Shimon Peres was
elected as President of the State of Israel. Peres began his career as a top aide to Israel's first prime minister,
David Ben-Gurion, but never won an election for that coveted position outright. His record of losing eight
elections over his half-century in politics, had tarnished his luster as an elder statesman and had left him with
the unflattering label of “perennial loser” until his election as President, a mostly ceremonial post.

During one of the races for Prime Minister, Peres ran on a platform promoting the idea that Yeshivah
students should not be exempt from serving in the army and he vowed that were he to be elected, he would
ensure that this would come to fruition. When this news was told to the holy Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov
Yisroel Kanievsky ZT”’L, he exclaimed, "nbwnn wNI X P71 VI HND PP VYN W' - “He will never be (elected)




