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     In the month of Elul one should check his mitzvah items to make
sure they are all in top condition. This includes checking: 1) His
parshiyos of tefillin and mezuzos if they have not been checked in 3.5
years. 2) The Tefillin straps and batim are properly black. 3) The
batim are square and not warped or dented. 4) The straps of the head
tefillin have not stretched pushing the tefillin too far down. 5) The tzitzis
strings of all the family members have not snapped or unraveled. 
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 zea`c '` wxt - mihty zyxt ycew zay
  Shabbos Parshas Shoftim - First Perek

    f"qyz lel` 'c     August 18, 2007 -

                * 7:35 -  zay zexp zwlcd(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)    1:34 - zay/ dlecb dgpn  
7:51 - zayd mei ly driwy        ~~~~~~~~        8:58 - `"n/rny z`ixw onf         

8:41 -  aixrn /  miakekd z`v        ~~~~~~        9:34 - `"xbd /rny z`ixw onf       
 `"xbdl / dlitzd onf seq           10:43 -   zhiyl /  k"d`v       ~~~~ 9:03 -  mz epiax         

("dlk i`ea" xn`iyn) zayd zlaw mvr onfn xg`l oi` ,mcwen wilcny in - 6:25 drya y"ra dgpnd blt *
zexxerzd ixace miig igwl                                                                                       axd z`n mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                      iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep

((((ggggiiii----ffffhhhh))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    jjjjiiiixxxxrrrryyyy    llllkkkkaaaa    jjjjllll    oooozzzzzzzz    mmmmiiiixxxxhhhhyyyyeeee    mmmmiiiihhhhttttyyyy    
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH

    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Tzedakah - Giving a Tenth (ragn) 
Source. Just as a Jewish farmer used to give a tenth of his

produce to the poor, so too, should every person give a tenth

of his profit earnings to tzedakah (1). Most Poskim hold that

this is not an absolute obligation but rather a strong and

desirable custom instituted by our Avos, Avrohom,

Yitzchok and Yaakov (2). Some Poskim hold that it is a

Biblical or Rabbinical obligation (3).

Advantage of not being a Neder. Even if maaser is only a

custom, if one did it three times without saying: “bli neder”

(without a promise), it becomes an obligation for him to

continue (4). It is advisable not to make giving maaser a

neder because there are a number of doubts in the calculation

and distribution of maaser money, upon which one can be

lenient if it’s not a neder (5).
 
 This can be done in two ways:

Before one begins to distribute maaser money, he

announces that it is “bli neder” as mentioned before.

If this was not done, one can say in front of 3 people that

he regrets not saying “bli neder”. They then say to him:

"lk r,un" (you are released). He also must speak out that

any future maaser money that he gives should not

become a neder obligation on him.

The Attitude towards giving Maaser. When setting aside

maaser money, one’s attitude should be that he has taken

Hashem in as a partner and every profit that he makes is a

“profit” for Hashem who’s needy children will gain. This is

1)

2)

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

“profit” for Hashem who’s needy children will gain. This is

obviously a great activator of Heavenly assistance.

Furthermore, if a person deposits a tenth of his money right

away into a separate account, it is easier to give later, not

having the attitude that he is “digging into his own money.” 

An Exact Tenth. The Chofetz Chaim (6) writes that there is

a special mitzvah to give an exact tenth and not just giving a

vague amount which is often more than a tenth. The proper

way is to have an exact calculated amount (as will be

explained) given as maaser (in one time or over many

combinable donations), and whatever is given over that

amount should be given as general charity. Also, if one gives

the maximum amount of one fifth, as explained last week,

he should give it as two separate tenths. 

    A person should record all the amounts given as he goes

and every year or half year compute the amount of maaser

and make any necessary adjustments. If one separates a tenth

as he goes along, the above calculation is not necessary and

every year or half year he should distribute what he has.

ostv lhrmu /";tv hceb hbau 'vpvu 'ohbzt h,a 'ohbhg h,a 'apbc
xgfvu 'ruchsvu vghnavu vhhtrv ubhhvs 'ohrgav rnua ,uhvk
an,avk gshha rnukf 'ohryuau ohypua ovc ohahu /;tn tmuhv
v"cevk cre,h ovhsh kgau 'hbjur sxpvn rnahha iputc uhaujc
rnta uvzu /("ohryua") lf uhhj lrs gceh kgupca odu '("ohypua")
hrcs ka ,ufhhav icun z"hpku /lnmg kg 'shjh iuak "lk i,,"
,znrna ucahhu '"lk" cu,fa vz uk vaeuva 'euxpvk arsnv
'u,uhjmb ,bfvk uhhj kmbk 'unmg kg ryuau ypua ,uhvk ostv kga

/ohhsh,gv vhhjk vbhfn inzv kfa vknbv unfu
yuekhc t,htu '(wj 'wne ohkhv,) "eab ouhc hatrk v,ufx"
u,buufu '"vzk vz ,unkug hba (urcj,h) ueaha ouhc" :(jp,,'oa)
habt ohpsura 'tjhans t,cegca 'wvk ohkkp,n ktrah kkfa
okugk ihfvk z"vugc o,ryna ohjfuau 'ohdubg,v rjt okugv
'o,uhjmbk ubhfh shn,u 'oshep, ujfah tka ovhkg wv idh 'jmbv
ouhc '"eab ouhc" 'ubhkg idha '"hatrk v,ufx" ohkkp,na ubhhvu
vbfv tkt ubht z"vuga) ',unkugv hba ruchjn okugv habt ujfaha
inzv kf ihfbu ',unkugv ihc ruchjv ,t ubt od jfab tka '(c"vugk

) hjmbv ubhnkugkk"mz la crv irn/(
'u,uhjmbk ihfvk uhkga rfzb hsuvhv uc 'kukt asujk ohxbfbafu   

/vz ,t ubk vrhfzna ohypua ,arpc ubt ohtrue

   pgmck ohryuau 'ihsv euxpk ohbhhs ubhkg ,ubnk vzc ubhuuym
ouka ,uravku 'ubufn kg esmv shngvk hsf 'kgupc ihsv exp
'shjhk ohrcsna u,ugnana '"lk" cu,fv iuak ihcvk ahu /ubhbhc

?ruchmv ,cujc vp rcusn tkvu
vknb kt lk" 'cu,fv rnta vz :t,ht (wc wv) vcr ohrcsc vbv   
vtr vn '(wz hkan) wudu vnjk .hec ihf, 'wudu ofju vhfrs vtr 'kmg
oh,c vaka uzv vknbv 'hrnt ibcr ?vknbv in kmgk snkk vnka
hbpn iu,j,c tku '(ohnad) ;ksv hbpn iuhkgc ,xbuf vbhtu 'vk ah
kfu 'wufu ohasj vaa tkt vhj vbhtu 'hgmntc tkt '(rue) vbhyv
vn kf .hec ,xbfnu ,fkuv thvu 'vmjnu vyj tkt vbht vkftn
v"cev hkg ruzdh tna vrnta  'wufu ohasgu ihrugau ihyj vtmuna
kmg vknb kt lk" 'vnka rnt lfhpk /kuftk ifun hk vhvhu 'ohhj
c"vugk z"vugv in ,umn ofk ubhe,v o,t ;t '"ofju vhfrs vtr
,dtusa 'vsh,g rucg vbhfnv vknbvn sunkk ubhkga rtucnu /k"fg
/vhj, tna epxv sm kg ';ux hkc ,rdutu 'sxpvn vkftn runak
ekj ovk ah ktrah kf"] tkpb sh,g ubrucg ifun htsua 'ubt a"fu
rudtku 'hbjur sxpvn ubnmg runak ubhkg '[(/m ihrsvbx) "c"vgk

/ubhsh dha, rat kff ',uumnv ouheu vru,v kng 'ohhbjur ,urmut
c ihhughu   v"karxunv lrs kg "ohryuau ohypua" ihhbg rtcna 

ov ohrga vgca" 'vrhmh rpxc ib,s tvk rxun znr ah itfc :k"zu
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                     ck:tka s"uh z"y (3) t:ju:c sxj ,cvt (2) /y ,hbg, ,upxu, (1)
       c:jh:c sxj ,cvt (6) ,unuen vnfc sxj ,cvt (5) tkr s"uh rpux o,j ,"ua (4)
         

R’ Yaakov Yosef of Polnoa ZT”L (Toldos Yaakov Yosef) would say:

   “The Torah demands of the Jewish People: “Judges you shall appoint upon yourself.” The Torah is telling

every person who is in a position of power, whether he is a judge, an officer, etc. that the same criteria and

set of rules that you use to judge others you should apply to yourself as well. Demand of yourself the same

Yiras Shomayim - Fear of G-d, that you demand from those you are judging.”

Rabbeinu Dovid Ben Yosef Avudraham ZT"L would say:

    “When you are davening in deep concentration and thought, know that prayer is accepted with the amount

of concentration it is said with.” 

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L would say:

    “When the Almighty created the world, He took into consideration even the smallest of creatures. He did

not give life to any being for which no provision was not made in this world. The thought that no creature is

insignificant should make every person aware that living on earth deserves respect because it itself bears the

stamp of the Almighty. Thus, we too, ought to respect ourselves as creatures of the Almighty.”
MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS YORAM OZERI ON THE UPCOMING MARRIAGE OF THEIR DAUGHTER YAEL
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



as a Prime Minister!” Indeed, throughout his long career, Peres remarked on a number of occasions that he

felt as if a curse hung over his head when it came to his failures in Israeli politics. R’ Chaim Kanievsky

Shlit”a was recently asked about this and he said, “Of course there is a curse - it is my father’s curse!”

    Another incident regarding Shimon Peres and his quest to force Yeshivah students into military service,

involved the great mashgiach, R’ Yechezkel Abramsky ZT"L. R’ Chatzkel as he was known, lived a long

and fruitful life, and even as he approached the age of ninety, he remained fresh and vigorous. During the last

years of his life, he remained one the last vestiges of a previous generation. His stature was increased in the

Jewish community and in the Torah world. He was chosen to head the Vaad HaYeshivos and the Chinuch

Atzmai schools. People looked upon him as an “eternal light” which the Ribono Shel Olam in his abundant

kindness had left burning to light the way for the coming generation. As in the Prophet Yechezkel’s vision,

he too, breathed fresh life into the “dry bones” of a nation left devastated by the Holocaust.

    Thus, when the danger of enforced military service became a real and treacherous threat to yeshivah

students, it was to R’ Chatzkel whom everyone turned to spearhead the movement against the proposed law.

Many discussions were held and the yeshivah community made their intentions very clear that they would

fight tooth and nail against this sinister proposal. Finally, Shimon Peres, then the Director General of the

Ministry of Defense, called a meeting of senior Roshei Yeshivah in an effort to formulate a mutually

acceptable solution to the problem.

    When all were seated and the meeting was called to order, R’ Chatzkel, the head of the Yeshivah

delegation, turned to Peres with a pleasant smile, and calmly asked, “May I open my remarks with the words

I had planned to use in closing?”

      Peres, of course, assented, and R’ Chatzkel said the following in a serious mein: “We have come to tell

his honor that the matter is not open to discussion, and no compromise is possible. The Torah is our lifeblood

and the yeshivos are our homes. Is it at all possible to split a living organism in two?” 

     To the credit of Mr. Peres, it must also be related that he listened to R’ Chatzkel’s short speech, then

turned his position paper face down on the table, indicating that the subject was closed, and the discussion

turned to other matters. 

      On another occasion, when R’ Chatzkel was appearing before a ministerial investigating committee, he

read them the words from the Talmud Yerushalmi (s erp ,hbg,) about Bar Kochba and Rabi Eliezer HaModai.

As long as Rabi Eliezer prayed, Beitar did not fall, but after Bar Kochba had him put to death, the city walls

were finally breached. R’ Chatzkel finished reading, looked the ministers in the eyes and cried out in a

stinging voice, “Yeshiva students are the Rabi Eliezer HaModai of our generation! If, Heaven forbid, you do

away with them, what will become of you?” His words had the desired effect and the ministers shelved the

proposal. 

((((gggg----ffffiiii))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    lllleeee`̀̀̀nnnnyyyyeeee    ooooiiiinnnniiii    ddddeeeevvvvnnnndddd    oooonnnn    xxxxeeeeqqqq    iiiizzzzllllaaaalllleeee    eeeeiiiigggg`̀̀̀nnnn    eeeeaaaaaaaallll    mmmmeeeexxxx    iiiizzzzllllaaaallll 
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zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzyyyyxxxxiiiieeee    ddddiiiiggggzzzz    oooorrrrnnnnllll    ssssccccxxxxzzzz    wwwwccccvvvv    wwwwccccvvvv    
    jjjjllll    oooozzzzpppp    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd                ((((kkkk----ffffhhhh))))

    The Torah clearly delineates that when the Jewish

people will follow a path of righteousness, they will

surely live and inherit the Land of Israel. The use of

the word "esm" - “Righteousness” in a double form is

unusual. Why must the posuk spell out "esm esm" - an

extra degree of righteousness in conjunction with the

future existence of Klal Yisroel and their inheritance

of Eretz Yisroel?

   The Sefas Emes, R’ Yehudah Leib Alter ZT”L,

explains that even justice must be pursued with

justice. Many times a person goes out to fight for a

just matter, but he does not choose the proper means

for his fight and turns from the victim into the

merciless pursuer. This is a perversion of justice,

rather than a performance of justice. We, as Jews

who have felt the wrath of the nations of the world

and are often oppressed because of our allegiance to

Hashem and His Torah, must never forget that

although we may eventually have an opportunity to

avenge those who oppress us, we must only do so

within the framework of justice. Feelings of self-emp

owerment can only bring about destruction from

within for a person’s conscience must remain clean

and pure when he is doing a service for his family,

his community and his Nation. This concept ensures

our survival as His “Chosen Nation” and only

through our path of “extra” righteousness - an

amalgamation of mercy, modesty and kindness

(ohsxj hknud 'ohbahhc 'ohbnjr) - can we survive. 

   It is said that the great Baal Mussar, R’ Yisroel

Salanter ZT”L once commented to one who wanted

to go to war for a just cause: “Remember, if you are

correct, see that you remain correct!”

        eeeekkkkppppgggg    `̀̀̀lllleeee    yyyyccccgggg    zzzziiiiaaaa    ddddppppaaaa    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀dddd    iiiinnnn
    ddddnnnnggggllllnnnnaaaa    zzzzeeeennnniiii    ooootttt    eeeezzzziiiiaaaallll    aaaayyyyiiiieeee    jjjjlllliiii((((dddd----kkkk))))    

   Rashi explains that if a person were to build himself

a house but would be unable to live in it, while

another person would end up taking over his home

and living in it, he is exempt from going out to war

because, “this would be a matter of great aggravation

to him.” The person would experience tremendous

pain and grief specifically regarding someone else

living in the house. If he would die in war, that would

not be enough of a tragedy to justify a deferment. But

the thought that someone else would live in his house

is unbearable! It would drive him crazy. It would

affect his morale to such an extent that he could not

be an effective soldier. The Torah recognized this

reality and excused such a soldier from the army, lest

his negative morale effect the whole military unit. 

   R’ Leib Chasman ZT”L explains that the Torah

understands the nature of human beings. A human

being may not be so upset at the specter of never

having lived in a house that he built. But the prospect

of building a house, never living in it, and someone else

living in that house, is too much to bear. But the Torah

is also giving us mussar. For if we were more spiritual

and had loftier character traits, we would have a

different perspective. We would feel differently about

someone else living in our house. We would think, “If I

cannot live in this house at least somebody else will be

able to live there.” The “aggravation” that Rashi is

referring to is caused by our own poor character traits.

Our lack of generosity of spirit causes our aggravation. 

   The biggest incentive a person has to be a less

selfish person is that he will become a happier

person, because he will not be constantly

“aggravated” by his own selfishness and jealousies.

llllyyyynnnn: During WWI, the Turkish Pasha (governor)
visited the city of Tzefas. He was perched on a white
steed, accompanied by an entourage of soldiers. He
wore a flashy uniform, and a glossy medallion which
indicated his high rank, hung from his neck.
   When R’ Shlomo Eliezer Alfandri ZT”L heard of
his arrival, he went out to greet him. The Pasha was
awed by the appearance of the "tahse tcx" - “Holy
Grandfather” and asked him for a blessing.
   R’ Shlomo Eliezer replied, “Only the humble can
receive blessings. I will bless you after you come
down from your horse.” Amazingly, the Pasha got off
his horse and lowered his head to receive the

blessing. “May Almighty G-d help you in your efforts
to see to the needs of the oppressed Jewish nation.” 
  The Pasha was very impressed by R’ Shlomo Eliezer
and, as a result of that encounter, he made sure that
the residents of Tzefas had sufficient food and water.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: A king, prophet or even community leader is
charged with the welfare of his constituents. His
constituents, on the other hand, are charged with an
even more daunting task: To ensure that their leader
does not become “full of himself” - arrogant, brash
and unyielding. For "vrhcg ,rrud vrhcg" - “Sin begets
sin” and a leader who will become conceited will
stray from the path of Torah and mitzvos.
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    ((((bbbb----kkkk))))    mmmmddddiiiippppttttnnnn    eeeevvvvxxxxrrrrzzzz    llll`̀̀̀eeee    eeeeffffttttggggzzzz    llll`̀̀̀eeee    eeee`̀̀̀xxxxiiiizzzz    llll`̀̀̀    ............mmmmkkkkiiiiaaaaiiii`̀̀̀    llllrrrr    ddddnnnnggggllllnnnnllll    mmmmeeeeiiiidddd    mmmmiiiiaaaaxxxxwwww    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    rrrrnnnnyyyy
   The most recent Israeli elections produced an event unprecedented in Israeli politics: Shimon Peres was

elected as President of the State of Israel. Peres began his career as a top aide to Israel's first prime minister,

David Ben-Gurion, but never won an election for that coveted position outright. His record of losing eight

elections over his half-century in politics, had tarnished his luster as an elder statesman and had left him with

the unflattering label of “perennial loser” until his election as President, a mostly ceremonial post. 

   During one of the races for Prime Minister, Peres ran on a platform promoting the idea that Yeshivah

students should not be exempt from serving in the army and he vowed that were he to be elected, he would

ensure that this would come to fruition. When this news was told to the holy Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov

Yisroel Kanievsky ZT”L, he exclaimed, "!vkann atr t ihhz yhb ktn ihhe yguu rg" - “He will never be (elected)


