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this point home, I decided to act like a blind man to feel what
he’s going through, so I can appreciate all that I have!”

Sr3: Tt is undeniable that if Hashem does not want you to
have something, you won’t get it. And if Hashem doesn’t
want people to perpetrate a specific act, he will make suye it

doesn’t get done. Thus, when the people of Sodom surrounded
Lot’s house with the intention of breaking down the door and
apprehending his guest, Hashem made them all go blind and
they couldn’t find the front door! There’s no point in testing
Hasheny - He will win one hundred percent of the time!

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"B919 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (50)
Importance of Learning Halacha. The Mishna Berura in
his Hakdama (Introduction) writes: “Even though one fulfills
the mitzvah of learning Torah with any topic he learns ...
there is special importance to learning practical halacha as
the Gemara (1) says Hashem loves the gates of halacha more
than the other Batei Medrash and shuls. Therefore, the
Shach () writes in the name of the Prisha that one has to
learn practical halacha daily ("nwyn > 202n0"). By doing so
one is assured a portion in the world to come, as the Gemara
tells us (in Megillah 3) and at the end of Niddah): »a1 »oR"
"Nan 02 12 XN Y NV O 32 MDD NN 921 PON.” This
refers to Halacha L’Maaseh - halachos and laws that bring a
person to do actions. The Mishna Berura continues and says
that of all the four portions of Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim
is the most relevant since the daily, weekly, and yearly
halachos that apply to all, are explained there.

Two Types of Learning Halacha. Before documenting the
exact Torah sources about the obligation to learn halacha, it
is important to point out the two basic paths to learning
halacha, in order to understand the possible (and probably
obligatory) manner in which to combine both. This concept
includes two types of learning, and when quoting Chazal’s
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words about learning halacha, it might become debatable

which they are referring to, or if they mean both.

1) The first type means learning the Psak - the final ruling of
what to do in any given situation. An example of this
would be when one learns Kitzur Shulchan Aruch,
which only brings the final psak, while the source and
often the logic, are not given. This allows a person to
know what to do in many situations and he can cover
many topics in a short time. On the other hand, one only
has knowledge of the exact halacha that he learned and
cannot infer what to do in a slight variation of the case, or
a situation where multiple halachos come together.

2) The other end of the spectrum is referred to as: »oON'
"NIODNT NPON NNnwnw - learning the halacha from its
source in the Gemara and earlier Poskim; tracing it from its
roots, and seeing how the halacha develops in the Shulchan
Aruch and "©55 NwY' (commentators), till the bottom-line
ruling is clear. This enables a person to know all the variat-
ions in all scenarios, and when not to apply a given halacha.
All the Gedolei Hadoros who had to rule on real-life
situations, and even newer more recent cases, learned this
way and were able to pasken the questions asked about
situations not directly mentioned in the Shulchan Aruch.
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R’ Yechezkel Halberstam of Shinov z¢”1 (Divrei Yechezkel) would say:
g7 18NN O VYN N NP - Rashi tells us that Avraham Avinu believed the three visitors were merchants, ‘who bow

down to the dust of their feet, and he was strict not to allow any idolatry into his house.” Why would anyone bow down to
the dust of their feet? Isn’t that ridiculous? The answer is that merchants who work themselves to the bone believing their
parnassah comes from the amount of work in their hands or the lengths they go to with their feet, are wasting their time.
They are self-serving - in this case serving the Avodah Zara known as ‘self’! They bow down, in a sense, to the dust of
their feet, for they believe in their own power to control their destiny. Thus, Avraham told them to wash off this dust!”

Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Avraham Mordechai Alter z¢”’l (Imrei Emes in the name of the Sefas Emes) would say:
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Based on the posukim, it seems that Avraham named his son Yitzchok before his Bris Milah.| & Simielichtenstein
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itself a mitzvah, as Hashem previously commanded him: 'pny¥> ww nxdpY. He therefore
hastened to fulfill this commandment right away and did not wait till the eighth day.”

A Wise Man would say:
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arah Imeinu demanded that Avraham send her handmaid Hagar away from their home since her son Yishmael was a
grave threat to Yitzchok. Hashem told Avraham to, “listen to whatever Sarah tells you,” and Rashi explains: “From here
we deduce that Avraham’s prophetic powers were secondary to Sarah’s.” Hashem commanded him to listen to his wife’s
voice because she had a clarity that he did not. R” Shamshon Raphael Hirsch z#”’I elucidates this: “Avraham was told to
listen to the voice (1) of Sarah, rather than the words (117) of Sarah. True obedience is to the person, regardless of
whether or not the listener understands the reason for the command or agrees with it. Avraham was told to rely on
Sarah’s judgment because, as women generally do, she had a deeper insight into human character than he did.”

The following story is told by Rabbi Chessed Halberstam, who served as the personal attendant of the Lubavitcher
Rebbe z¢”’l, from 1971-1988, and as Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson’s driver for the last 17 years of her life:

“The Rebbe requested that I try to see to it that the Rebbetzin gets out of the house every day for fresh air. Usually I
would drive her out to a park on Long Island. In the years that my son, Ari, was a young child, I would often drive by his
school on Ocean Parkway to take him along; the Rebbetzin, who was unfortunately childless herself, enjoyed playing with
him, pushing him on the swings in the park playground, etc. One day, as we neared the park, we found our regular route
blocked off due to road work, and we were forced to proceed instead on a parallel street. I drove cautiously and when I
stopped at the next traffic light, the Rebbetzin turned to me and said, ‘I heard a woman screaming in Russian. Do you mind
going back to see what that was all about?’ I turned the car around and drove back to the beginning of the street.

“There we saw a Jewish woman standing on the curb and weeping, while near her workers were carrying furniture and
household items from a house and loading them on to a truck belonging to the county marshal.

“At the Rebbetzin’s request, I parked behind the marshal’s truck and went to learn the details of what was going on. The
marshal explained that the woman had not paid her rent for many months and was now being evicted from her home.
When I reported back to the Rebbetzin, she asked me to go back and inquire from the marshal how much the woman
owed, and if he would accept a personal check. She also asked that I should not say anything to the family being evicted.

“At this point, I still did not realize where all this was heading, but I fulfilled the Rebbetzin’s request. The sum that the
family owed was approximately $6,700. The marshal said he would accept a personal check as long as he confirms the
account with the bank. He also said that if he received the payment, his men would carry everything back into the house.

“When I informed the Rebbitzin of the details, she took out her checkbook and, to my amazement, wrote out a check for
the full amount, and asked me to give it to the marshal. The marshal made a phone call to the bank, and then instructed his
workers to take everything back into the house. The Rebbetzin immediately urged me to quickly drive away, before the
woman realized what had transpired. I was completely amazed at what I had seen and later, when we were in the park, I
could not contain myself and asked the Rebbetzin what had prompted her to give such a large sum to a total stranger?

“‘Do you really want to know?’ asked the Rebbetzin with delight. ‘Yes, I do,” I replied.

““Then I’ll tell you,” she said. ‘Once, when I was a young girl, my father (R’ Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn z¢’l, previous
Lubavitcher Rebbe) took me for a walk in the park. He sat me down on a bench and started to tell me about the idea of
hashgachah pratis. ‘Every time,” he said, ‘that something causes us to deviate from our normal routine, there is a divinely

ordained reason for this. Every time we see something unusual, there is a purpose in why we’ve been shown this sight.’
“‘Today,” continued the Rebbetzin, ‘when 1 saw the detour sign instructing us to deviate from our regular route, I

remembered my father’s words and immediately thought to myself: Every day we drive by this street and suddenly the

street’s closed off and we’re sent to a different street. What is the purpose of this? How is this connected to me? Then I

heard the sound of a woman crying and screaming. I realized that we have been sent along this route for a purpose.
1
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Adapted from ‘“Road Work”
from Chabad of Bel-Air
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Swn: The Golden Age of Spain produced some magnificent
Jewish scholars. One of these was R” Avraham Ibn Ezra
zt”’l. He was born in 1089 and lived a life of extreme poverty
and deprivation. No matter what sort of enterprise he tried his
hand at, he was never successful. All his life, he barely scraped
together enough money to live and he once joked that if he
would try to sell candles, the sun would never set at night and
if he would sell Tachrichim, people would stop dying!

His good friend, R’ Yehuda HaLevi z£”’l once tried to
help the Ibn Ezra out and he took a pouch of gold coins and

sprinkled them out in front of R’ Avraham’s house, so that
when he came home, he would find the coins and have some
money to live on. He waited to see what would happen and
was shocked when the Ibn Ezra came to his house, and
groped along the wall until he reached the front door. He
found the handle and walked inside, never seeing the coins.
Later, he asked him why he behaved that way. The Ibn
Ezra said, “While I was walking home, I wondered about my
bad mazel and why I have no money. Then, I thought, ‘T have
no right to complain - look, I have my health!” So as to drive
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The three Malachim (angels) asked Avraham Avinu where his wife Sarah was. He told them that she is in the tent. Rashi
quotes the gemara (39 NN N12) which teaches us that in truth, the angels really knew where Sarah was. Nevertheless,
they asked this question to make it known to Avraham that she was a "yn¥" (modest woman). Why? In order to make her
more precious and endearing to her husband, Avraham Avinu. R’> Shlomo Wolbe zt”I once gave a shiur to talmidim who
were engaged to be married and asked a simple question: Avraham Avinu was already one-hundred-years old and Sarah
was almost ninety! You would think that by now, Sarah was endeared enough to Avraham Avinu! What is the need for the
angels to further endear her to her husband? He answered that from here it is abundantly clear that increasing endearment is
something that is necessary for the entire lifespan of a couple, even when they are married fifty or sixty years!

Rashi also states that the word "vYN" has dots on top of it and quotes Rav Shimon that the malachim asked Sarah as well
where Avraham was, even though they already knew. They did this in order to endear Avraham to Sarah. A beautiful
homiletic machshava came to me while I was davening Mussaf on Yom Kippur, that I would like to share with you. There
is a well-known custom that when the chazzan recites the word "mN" in Kedusha, he stretches it out a bit so the people can
say the "y)¥7>m" which is a request for three things: mwy (wealth), wnipn mA (Divine Spirit) and ©9w2) ©1v ©)1 (good
children). Just as the angels asked Avraham: "TnwN N N, every chosson and kallah should likewise ask each other: "mN"
- where is this marriage heading? What do we want for ourselves? Wealth? Homes? Cars? Or ... special children to follow
in our footsteps who will bring us nachas and continue our great mesora? Hopefully, the young couple will make the right
choice and be zoche to a wonderful life together with mwy, nwy1p and healthy, beautiful, Torahdika children, amen!

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH us that the ranking kohen in those days, was Shem ben Noach.

(T-N2) ... PN DN O3 o ST s 2aN wym However, when Shem blessed Avraham (after the war with

Chazal tell us that Avraham Avinu fulfilled all 613
mitzvos in the Torah even before it was given. Thus, after
Yitzchok’s long-awaited birth, the posuk tells us that
Avraham circumcised his son on the eighth day. According
to Rashi, twenty-four months later, Avraham made a large
celebration, inviting many of the “Gedolei Hador,” on the
day, "pry I 50" - “He weaned Yitzchok.” What we do not
find in any of the posukim, is that Avraham made a Pidyon
Haben, redeeming his son. After all, unlike Yishmael who
was not a "on79va” (first in mother’s womb) because Hagar
miscarried (see Rashi n-), Yitzchok was the first issue of
his mother Sarah’s womb, and was required to have a Pidyon
Haben. Why do we not find that Avraham made him one?

R’ Moshe Tzvi Landau z¢”’ of Kleinwarden (Mevaser
Shalom) illuminates our eyes. The Gemara (:25 ©71) tells

the four kings), he first gave his own blessing followed by
the blessing of the Almighty (WP N335 T2y N7 O TPN). As
a result, his kehuna was taken away from him and given to
Avraham Avinu. Since Avraham was now a kohen, and a
kohen is excluded from the mitzvah of Pidyon Haben, he
did not make his son Yitzchok a Pidyon Haben.

Not everyone agrees to this, so even according to those
who argue, Yitzchok was still excluded from Pidyon Haben.
Since he was a 2 (firstborn) and the bechorim were the
ones who did the Avodah before the kohanim (even after
Matan Torah) they were excluded from Pidyon Haben until
they were switched with the Leviim after the sin of the Egel
(Ramban in Parshas Bo). Since Yirzchok Avinu brought
korbonos on an altar that he built, and he was a firstborn,
therefore, he was certainly excluded from the mitzvah.
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The Tiferes Shlomo writes that Avraham Avinu begged Hashem to spare the people of Sodom, even though they were

the absolute antithesis of everything he stood for. Although Sodom was not saved since they were unworthy, because of the
beautiful ayin tov that Avraham had for ALL people, he was considered a man who was able to bring salvation to the world.

The Yerushalmi (- y71m0) relates that there were certain kings of Israel who were unworthy of a share in the World to
Come. Some wished to include Shlomo HaMelech among them, but Dovid HaMelech would not allow it. A man named Hadar
Ila was one of those who supported this. The Gemara tells us that Hadar Ila was a righteous man - some say he was even a
member of the Anshei Knesses Hagedolah - who would pray for rain and always be answered. However, after what he said
about Shlomo, his prayers and fefillos stopped being answered! His "n>»ann nd" (power of prayer) was removed from him.

The Alay Tamar explains that this is a tremendous lesson for us. Only one who sees the good in others is given the power
min hashamayim to pray and beseech Hashem on behalf of others! "m»v nwyI M»PLP PN - a prosecutor cannot be a defender!
If we wish to have our prayers answered, then we must become people who only see the good in others - even people who are
as wicked as the citizens of Sodom! People who speak negatively about Gedolei Yisroel, like Hadar Ila did, lose their ability to
daven! How careful must WE be to never judge or speak ill of others, ESPECIALLY Gedolei Yisroel, who are greater than us and
we don’t necessarily understand all that they do. The Chofetz Chaim z£’I tells us that through tefillah, our lips have the power to
perform surgery and alter a situation. But if the surgical “utensil” we use is not sterile, we will cause more damage than good. Our
mouths must be clean from lashon hara, which means we must see only good in others, so that our tefillos will be answered.




