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Common Mistakes to Avoid Over Chag HaSukkos

The Correct Way to Shake a Lulav by Hallel. During parts
of the Hallel prayer, that we recite each day all throughout the
Yom Tov of Sukkos, we shake the Arba Minim to all four sides,
up and down (either the Ashkenaz order or the Sephard order).
This totals three waves to each of the six directions. When we
say Hashem’s name, we don’t wave it at all because when
saying His holy Name, we need to fully concentrate and cannot
be distracted with waving. All the verses are quite simple
because they contain six words (without Hashem’s name).
However, the verse "~ nywin ['N] 2o has only three words for
the six directions. Many people naturally split them up by the
six syllables, two in the first word, three in the second word and
one in the third word. However, the Mishna Berura (:5-x7m)
brings from the Magen Avraham that it should be divided into
two directions per word. This means that the three -syllable
word "ny-w-" and the one syllable word "N" both take up two
directions. This makes it much harder to do and takes a bit of
practice so as not to deform the word "NY" when one waves six
times to the appropriate two directions.
Simchas Torah Night: The Unnecessary Shehecheyanu. A
common mistake that comes up on the night of Simchas Torah
might cause people to say a N9vaY N5 - a blessing made in
vain. It is due to following scenario: during the long Hakafos of
Simchas Torah night, many shuls make a Kiddush so that
people should not get too hungry and be fresh for the singing
and dancing. One person makes Kiddush for everyone and the
“mekadesh” has everyone in mind - both men and women -
when he makes the beracha of “Shehecheyanu.” The ladies
are also yotze with that beracha when they say Amen. It is
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important, therefore, to remember that when the ladies come
home after the Hakafos and light candles before the seudah of
Simchas Torah night, they should not repeat the beracha of
“Shehecheyanu” again. It should be announced in shul before
Kiddush is made out loud, that that ladies should not say
"wnne” later, or alternatively, they should have in mind not to
be yotze with the beracha being said now in Kiddush, and then
they can make it themselves at candle lighting.

Note: Even though Yom Kippur is over, it is good for next year
to remember the following important halacha related to the
above. Ladies say "wninv" when they light candles before Yom
Kippur. 1If they come to shul, when the congregation says
"wwnne" after Kol Nidrei, they should not say it a second time
(Shaar Hatziyon 619:7). In many shuls, the Rav announces

this right before the chazan &;d the congregation say "Wwnnv".
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A i nxon (bird Chatos) is done below the x1on vIN (red line)
while a nown nxon (bird Olah) is done above the line. An animal
Chatos is done above the line, while an animal Olah is done below.
R’ Meir Shapiro zt”l gives a beautiful siman to remember these
lhalachos. An animal Chatos is brought by an affluent person; a bird
Chatos is brought by someone with lesser means. An affluent person
bringing a Korban Chatos is fighting his natural mw» that comes from
affluence and is admitting his guilt. To his korban, we say do it on top,
since you broke your ¥ n . A bird Olah is a naTy given by a poorer
person who can't afford an animal Olah. To this person of lesser]
means who still wants to give a donation (Olah) we say, your donation
is so meaningful it should be performed on top! Now that we have thi
siman, the opposites are true: A bird Chatos goes on bottom and 4

Olah animal goes on bottom. See the Meforash for more simanim.
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R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev z¢”’l (Kedushas Levi) would say:
“The Gemara tells us that when Moshiach comes, the tzaddikim of that generation and all previous generations,

will sit in his sukkah wearing crowns. Well, I will be eager to share in these festivities and will try to push my way
into Moshiach’s sukkah. Of course, the guard at the door will turn me back saying, ‘A coarse and simple man like
you has no business in Moshiach’s sukkah.” 1 will tell him, ‘Listen, I always had simple people in my sukkah and 1
endured their company no matter how difficult it was; surely Moshiach can put up with me!’”

R’ Avraham Menachem Fischoff shlit’a (Nesivei Emes) would say:

“OnYn NNN XoN 999 Ny i 599 (N-) nonp) - There is a mussar lesson to be learned from these words. 955" - For
everything that a person desires, 'n¥ yav' - one can find enough time, '©nwn NNN' - for worldly matters, for pleasure,
relaxation, temptation. For these, one channels all his energy into gashmius and matters of little importance. But when it
comes to important issues, matters of spiritual purpose that actually matter up in Heaven - suddenly he has no more time!”

. Mazel Tovto Mr & Mrs
A Wise Man would say: Leibel Minzer onthe birth
“Always remember that as a person, you are absolutely unique. Just like everyone else.” oftwin einiklachto their
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Moshe was totally subservient to the will of his Creator =~ As we ponder our existence this new year, it’s wonderful
making him a mortal extension of His immortal existence. to recognize the import of these two words. They help us
Those two words - “Eved Hashem” - express more than focus on the meaning of life while keeping its complexities
one hundred pages of eulogy or tomes of accolades. They quite simple. All we have to yearn for is to reach that great
are the raison d’etre of mortal man: To serve Hashem. level of simplicity. (Rabbi S. Price)
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It was the morning of Simchas Torah as Reb Boruch Rabinowitz and his son, Nata Shlomo, who had Down
Syndrome, headed off to Yeshivas Torah Vodaas to dance, sing and revel in the completion of yet another cycle of the
annual Torah reading. Young Nata Shlomo was as happy as could be, as he carried along his beautiful, little Sefer Torah
made of paper which his parents had bought him. It was by no means an authentic Sefer Torah which could be read from
during Krias HaTorah, but to little Nata Shlomo it was as real as could be.

As the festive dancing and singing concluded, it was now time to read from the Torah, and call up each individual for
an aliyah, as customarily done on Simchas Torah. Yet, as often done when large crowds are present, numerous Sifrei
Torah were taken out and carried to various parts of the building for multiple Torah readings to simultaneously occur.

As Nata Shlomo looked on at the many Sifrei Torah being carried off, he began to wonder what would be of his own
little Torah. Approaching the gabbai, he posed his question. “Are you going to read from my Sefer Torah?”

The gabbai looked at Nata Shlomo, knowing what the answer was, but not quite having the heart to tell him. His little
paper Sefer Torah was beautiful, but couldn’t be used to read from. Looking over at Nata Shlomo and the gabbai was R’
Avraham Pam z¢t”’l, the great Rosh Yeshivah of Torah Vodaas. He had overheard what Nata Shlomo had said and
realized the issue. Without hesitating, R* Pam got up and walked over to Nata Shlomo, who still stood aside the gabbai,
waiting for the answer as to why his Sefer Torah could not be used.

R’ Pam whispered something into Nata Shlomo’s ear. All that was heard from Nata Shlomo was a soft, compliant
reply, “Oh, okay, okay...” And with that, Nata Shlomo quietly took a seat. Everyone watched in surprise as R’ Pam
appeared to have said the perfect words to ease Nata Shlomo, yet no one had any idea what it was.

Nata Shlomo peacefully remained seated throughout the remainder of the prayers, periodically asking his father when
everyone would begin going home. By the time the prayers finished, it was close to two o’clock in the afternoon. Now it
was finally time. R’ Pam walked over to Nata Shlomo, who was now eagerly waiting. “Do you remember what I told
you Nata Shlomo?”” Rav Pam said. “Now it is your turn.” And so, right then and there, as the many men and women filed
out of the shul, R’ Pam remained with Nata Shlomo dancing and singing. The two of them enjoyed their own little
Hakafos. Nata Shlomo was even given a make-believe aliyah to his Torah as it was read from aloud.

Now everyone understood what R’ Pam had whispered to Nata Shlomo earlier. “Nata Shlomo, right now it is time for
the older people in shul to use their Sifrei Torah. After we finish praying, we will use your Torah, and you will receive
an aliyah and we will dance together.” And that is exactly what they did.

The great Rosh Yeshivah made time for young Nata Shlomo and showed him that he mattered and was just as
important. Such is the true joy of Simchas Torah and the mark of a great Torah leader. (Rabbi Chaim Dahan)
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Each Simchas Torah during the hakafos, the Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum z#”’l, would address the assembled
chassidim. “The Zohar in Parshas Pinchos writes that when Yidden make a simcha here on this earth, their ancestors in
heaven come down to take part in the festivities. Is there a greater simcha than when Yidden rejoice with the Torah and
with Hashem? Surely on Simchas Torah our ancestors come down from their heavenly abode!”

On Simchas Torah in the year 5644 (1884), the first year after the passing of the Yetev Lev, R’ Yekusiel Yehuda
Teitelbaum z#”l, the Rosh Hakahal of Sighet, R’ Moshe Aryeh Freund z#”’l, suddenly fainted in the middle of the
hakafos. When he came to, he said that he had seen the Yetev Lev participating in the hakafos. The great tzaddik had
come down to dance with his kehillah. The awesome vision had caused him to collapse. (Moshian shel Yisroel)

In this connection, R’ Moshe Aryeh related that before his passing, the Yetev Lev told him that if anyone sees him after
his death, that person should be buried next to his grave. On the Simchas Torah after the Yetev Lev’s passing, his son, R’
Chanania Yom Tov Lipa Teitelbaum z¢”’/ (Kedushas Tom Tov), declared during the hakafos, ‘Rejoice and be happy on
Simchas Torah, because my father and my grandfather are here with us.” R’ Moshe Aryeh Freund cried out, “Yes! I see
them too!” Therefore, he was buried alongside the grave of the Yetev Lev, a wall with a window separating the two graves.
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In this second to the last parsha of the Torah, prior to
giving his final blessings to Klal Yisroel, Moshe
assembled them to give his final teachings. The above
posuk is the first statement following the few introductory
lines of Shiras Haazinu. Its selection as the opening
statement indicates its importance. When we see things
that appear to be unjust, we may question Divine wisdom.
There is so much suffering we see as unfair, that we
cannot but wonder how this could occur in a just world.

Moshe himself asked Hashem to reveal to him the secret
of Divine justice, but this request was denied (Berachos
6a). Moshe’s devotion to Hashem and his loyalty as a
shepherd of His flock during the forty years of wandering
in the desert certainly earned him a reward. Moshe had
only one request: to be allowed to set foot. on the soil of
Eretz Yisroel before he died. Was this too great a request?
Was Moshe’s “sin” of smiting the rock instead of speaking
to it so grave a transgression that it warranted what was for
him the severest of all possible punishments? Could
Hashem not find it within His infinite mercy to forgive this
single transgression, or at least to commute the sentence to
a lesser punishment, so that the faithful servant be granted
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this single wish before his death?

Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski shlit’a explains as
follows: The Medrash states that Moshe presented five
hundred and fifteen pleas on his own behalf, praying that
Hashem set aside this severe decree. As we read some of
his heart-rending supplications, it appears to us that they
would move even a heart of stone, yet Hashem, the Lord of
infinite mercy, would not yield. Moshe’s first statement in
the “Song of Haazinu” is “Hashem is perfect, just, and
fair. All His ways are justice.” Did Moshe understand why
Hashem was so unyielding? Obviously not, or else he
would not have persisted in his efforts to have the decree
revoked. Moshe’s statement was one of absolute faith. It
was his acceptance of Divine judgment being perfect even
though it defied all logic.

At times we may pray fervently and sincerely for Divine
mercy, and if our prayers go unanswered we may be
resentful. Moshe did not teach us that we must approve of
Divine judgment, but rather that we must accept it and
have faith that somehow it is perfect, fair, and just.
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The consecutive holidays of Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur,
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Ywm: There was once a Jew who would come into the shul
of R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z¢£”’l on the first day of
Sukkos and show off his esrog to others. He would ask
them, “How much do you think I paid for my esrog?”
After everyone gave their opinions, he would boast to
them about how little he really paid. When asked how he
obtained such a nice esrog for such a low price, he replied
that he waits to buy his esrog until the eve of Yom Tov
when the merchants are trying to finish up and sell
whatever more they possibly can. Then he would go and
bargain the merchant down for the lowest price.

‘When R’ Shlomo Zalman heard about this man’s custom,
he did not like it at all. One year he finally went over to the
person and said: Chazal tell us (Beitzah 16a) how Shammai
and Hillel would prepare for Shabbos. They said about
Shammai that all his days he would eat in honor of Shabbos.
How so? If he found a choice animal, he would say: This is
for Shabbos. If he subsequently found another one choicer
than the first, he would set aside the second for Shabbos
and eat the first. He would eat the first to leave the
better-quality animal for Shabbos, which continually
rendered his eating an act of honoring Shabbos.

Hillel however, had a different trait in him. All of his
actions, including those on the weekdays, were for the sake
of Heaven. Meaning, he would wait until Friday and trust

in Hashem that He will give him the choicest food for
Shabbos. Why didn’t Hillel behave as Shammai did?
Doesn’t the custom of Shammai make more sense?

“The answer,” said R’ Shlomo Zalman, “lies in the words
of the Gemara. It says that Hillel had ‘a different trait in
him,” which would imply that this custom of Hillel was not
only in mitzvos, but also in his own affairs. Whenever he
bought himself something, he would not prepare for it
beforehand but only when he needed it. That is the meaning
of the words “in him,” it was a measure he used all the time.
Therefore, he was allowed to do so even in mitzvah matters
and did not have to act in the way of Shammai.

However, for those who take care to tend to their

personal needs in advance and only when it comes to
matters of mitzvos do they leave it until the last minute, that
is disrespect for mitzvos!
Yoy The concept of respecting a mitzvah is a very
powerful one. Often times, we try to take “short cuts” and
“get away” with doing mitzvos in the easiest, cheapest and
most efficient way, and although it may not technically be
forbidden, it still demonstrates a lack of respect for the
performance of mitzvos and for the mitzvos themselves. Let
us take this to heart and always be mindful to do mitzvos
the way Hashem intended them to be done: with respect
and proper affection.
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The Haftorah of V’zos Habracha is, in essence, the
Haftorah of Simchas Torah. For it is on this day that we not
only conclude the reading of the entire Torah, it is likewise
the day when we begin anew the reading of the Torah with
Parshas Beraishis. The Haftorah reflects this paradigm with
the death of Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest prophet and
leader the Jewish people ever had, during the reading of
V’zos Habracha, and the rise of his protege and successor,
Yehoshua bin Nun, during the reading of the Haftorah.

It is interesting to note that throughout the Haftorah,
Moshe is mentioned reverently with the unique accolade
“Eved Hashem” - “Servant of Hashem” no less than five
times. Moshe Rabbeinu achieved a closeness to the
Almighty that is insurmountable. He actually “lived” in
Heaven for forty days and nights upon receiving the Torah
on Har Sinai. And yet, upon his death, he receives what
appears to be a two-word eulogy; “And it was after the
death of Moshe, servant of Hashem.” This was the question
bothering R’ Elchanan Wasserman z¢”’/, a dilemma he
addressed in his eulogy of his great rebbi, the holy Chofetz
Chaim z#”’I, and later codified in his sefer Kovetz Maamarim.
He quotes a perplexing Rambam (Hilchos Teshuva 5:2)

DAY DA A WK
who says that each and every Jew can be a Tzaddik, a
righteous person, like Moshe Rabbeinu. R’ Elchanan asks
how can this be? The Torah tells us: "nwNd op 85" - No one
was ever as great as Moshe! Even if we were to work with
all our might for thousands of years we still would not even
reach the ankles of Moshe Rabbeinu in achievement.

R’ Elchanan explains that the uniqueness of Moshe
Rabbeinu was the fact that he was called “Servant of
Hashem.” A servant is one who realizes that whatever
potential his master gave him, whatever gifts he was
bestowed with, was meant to serve his master. They are not
his for his own self-glorification; they are for the glory of his
master. We, as individuals, were not given the power and
intellect of Moshe Rabbeinu, but even so, we are lacking in
value. The Rambam is saying that each person, according to
his value and potential, can use his talents and innate gifts
completely to serve Hashem and by doing so, he will be like
Moshe Rabbeinu who used of all his potential for Hashem.

Mortals look for accolades that personify their own
wisdom, wealth, and accomplishment. The Torah looks for
accolades to identify the accomplishment of man’s reason
for being. The greatest praise that the Creator can reap
upon His creations are two words: “Eved Hashem.”




9

Baal Hanes, I am to go and daven at Rabbi Meir’s kever. The second thing is that on the day of his yahrtzeit, I am
supposed to find a poor bride and pay for her all of her wedding expenses. In addition to that, I am to commit to support
her and her husband for their entire first year of marriage. Rena, my dear kallah, you will not have to look for any
free-loan gemach gown. You will not have to borrow any dress. I will provide you with a beautiful new wedding dress

and all the expenses for your first year of marria ge will be taken care of!”

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV

AND HEMSHECH HADOROS

(AB-12 NPM) ... 5&'&?" %33 DN 2RI Mol D

On Sukkos, we commemorate how Hashem gave us a
protection with either the "1251 »Yy" or actual Sukkos. The
Bnei Yissaschar asks: why do we make a 2ot for this
miracle and not for the nes of the Mann or the Be’er?

He answers that providing Bnei Yisroel with food and
water, the staples of life, doesn’t show the immense mercy
of Hashem. But when Hashem provided us with an extra
measure of comfort, that showed His mercy. Thus says the

a2

Rachamim. Perhaps we can add a machshava to his
answer. In the Yom Tov davening we say:nnina nnx"
"3 oy MmN MR, The Siddur HaGra explains that
each expression corresponds to a different Yom Tov. The
highest level of love is "T¥7" - where you desire someone
and will do anything for them. This, says the Vilna Gaon,
refers to Sukkos. Thus, the epitome of love is giving to
someone - not just the basics - but even extras. Thus, on
Sukkos we remember our special connection with Hashem
through the sukkah rather than the Mann or the Be’er.

It is said that the reason that the sukkah is kosher with
three walls is because it resembles a person standing with
his arms outstretched in a hug. As the Yamim Noraim
conclude and Sukkos begins, let us walk into Hashem’s
embrace and strengthen our relationship for the entire year.

(1-35) . PP PO M M 15 M mn

The Gemara (an n>0) instructs us that the first words
we should teach to our children when they learn to speak
are the words of this posuk: N>np NWMN NWHN NI MY HHN”
"apw. The word "nwn" is often translated as “an
inheritance,” but this is not a precise translation. The exact
translation is “an heirloom.” An heirloom is something
we hold precious and dear. Something our children cherish
because it connects us to our treasured past and is
something we hope to pass along to future generations the
same way we received it from earlier generations.

The Chofetz Chaim z¢l asks a very painful question.
Chazal tell us (N9 N"): "NHW NIDIN DY NRON NN - “The
Torah always returns to its host.” This means that once a
family has established a firm connection to Limud HaTorah,
then the Torah will always remain in that family for
generation after generation. However, asks the Tzaddik, we
do find great Torah scholars whose descendants do not
always follow in their footsteps - in the derech HaTorah.

T IIavnd

FROM THE FAMILY OF

R CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT"L
Sometimes they are not “learners”; sometimes they stray off
the proper path. How, then, can the Sages issue a guarantee
that the Torah always returns to its host?

The Talmud Yerushalmi (n 2"3) explains the difference
between the word "nwn" and "nvy»". “Morasha” is not a
“Yerusha.” The connotation is that one has less ownership
in an object that has come to him as a “Morasha” than he
does in an item that comes to him as a “Yerusha.” The
Gemara explains that there is only one other place in the
entire Torah where the word “Morasha” is used. That is
when Brei Yisroel were redeemed from Egypt. The posuk in
Shemos (N-)) states:" MW 035 NN NN - “I will give you
(Eretz Yisroel) as an heirloom (not as an inheritance).” Not
everyone who received this promise received this heirloom.
The Meraglim were punished for their sin by perishing in the
desert, never entering into the Holy Land.

My machshava here is that the inherent difference
between a Yerusha, inheritance, and a Morasha, an
heirloom, is that when one inherits something he takes
ownership of it. It belongs to him permanently. An
heirloom, on the other hand, is something that belongs in
one’s family, however, there is no guarantee that he will
hold onto that heirloom and keep it in his possession. He
does have the ownership rights to it but based on his
behavior, these rights may be passed over him and go to his
children. The Yerushalmi is telling us that some generations
will have possession over the Torah and will create Gedolei
Yisroel, whereas other generations will only have the rights
to the Torah but their Torah will have to pass to their
children or future descendents. When Chazal say that the
“Torah returns to its host,” it means that when a guest
spends time with a host and leaves, and then wants to return
he will always come back to the same host. But, as the
Chofetz Chaim explains, a proper guest will not open the
door before knocking and being invited in by his host. We
have a guarantee that the Torah will always come back to us
knocking on our door. It’s up to each one of us to open the
door quickly, let the Torah in, and make it feel comfortable.
That way, we will take possession of this precious heirloom -
“Morasha” - and not have it skip over to the next generation.

As we conclude the reading of the Torah this year on
Simchas Torah, and start it anew, we dance and sing, and
hold the Torah close to our hearts, and the Torah will know
that it will always be welcome in our warm homes.
Whenever it knocks, our door will be open wide.

and Sukkos can be compared to the cleansing of a baby. A
baby must be unclothed in order to be properly washed for
this is the preparatory stage. For Bnei Yisroel, this
cleansing process takes place on Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur. It is the rigorous spiritual purification of body and
soul that occurs on the High Holidays, when our sins are
laid bare before the Almighty and mercifully erased.

In Tehillim, Dovid Hamelech said: "yv N 'n 119" -
“Hashem is my light and my salvation.” Chazal learn out
that Rosh Hashana parallels ™ WN" - “my light,” for on
Rosh Hashana we bask in the light of Hashem’s royalty
and thus merit to “walk in the path of His light,” so that
He may shine His countenance upon us. Yet we remain
burdened by the sins and spiritual debts that must be
repaid. Then comes Yom Kippur, which parallels "y -
“my salvation,” when Hashem redeems His Chosen
Nation from the prison of spiritual indebtment, leaving us
cleansed of the dirt of impurity.

Now, says R’ Dovid Kviat shlit’a (Sukkas Dovid)
finally on Sukkos, we become akin to the “baby” who is
clothed and given a place to live, in order to protect him
from harmful elements. As it says: “For He hides me in
His sukkah, during bad times He covers me in the
concealment of His tent.” The sukkah serves as a
protective shield against the forces of spiritual evil and
impurity. When one performs the mitzvah of sukkah with
every one of his 248 limbs, then each of his limbs are
shielded spiritually by the greatness of the mitzvah. This is
the concept of, “I shall dwell in Hashem’s house.”

Yet one is also required to go out into the world. Thus,
we are given the additional mitzvah of taking the four
species, and waving them in all directions, symbolically
meriting Hashem’s protection not only in the sukkah but
throughout the four corners of the earth. has gone from
eating poor man’s bread, to bread of freedom, bread of a
praiseworthy individual!
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During the time of the Bais Hamikdash, a unique form
of offering was brought on the Mizbeach (Altar) during
Sukkos. Each morning of the chag, a water libation was
poured on the Altar when the Korban Tamid shel Shachar
(daily morning sacrifice) was brought. The pouring of the
water was called “Nisuch HaMayim” and was celebrated
with much fanfare. From the evening before, masses of
people would congregate on the Temple mount to watch
the great sages of the generation dance, perform, and sing
in celebration of the special event. Special lamps were lit,
whose lights illuminated the entire Jerusalem.

This celebration occurred every single night of Sukkos,
except for Shabbos and the first night. Indeed, Chazal tell us
(N Now): “Whoever did not see this celebration (Simchas
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Bais Hashoeva) never saw a celebration in his days.”

The choir stood on the duchan platform. At the pouring
of the water, the Levi’im raised their voices in song,
accompanied by a thirty-nine piece orchestra. Each day of
the holiday the Levi’im chanted the appropriate Psalm for
the day, pausing twice for the sounding of the shofar - the
tekiah, teruah, tekiah. At the end of the Psalm the shofar
was sounded again, and the entire assemblage bowed down
to Hashem. On their way home, the Levi’im cheerfully
wished each other well with the words of the Shir
Hama’alos: “May Hashem bless you from Zion, and may
you gaze upon the goodness of Yerushalayim all the days
of your life. And may you see children born to your
children, peace upon Yisroel.” (Tehillim 128:5,6)

Rav Yehoshua ben Chananiah was a member of the
choir during the days of the Temple. “When we were
rejoicing at the Simchas Beis Hasho’evah,” he reported,
“our eyes saw no sleep. The first hour we were busy with
the daily morning sacrifice. From there we went to pray
Shacharis. Then there was the additional Mussaf sacrifice,
followed by the Mussaf prayer. Then off to the Beis
Medrash to learn Torah. Afterwards, we stopped for
something to eat and drink. And then came the afternoon
prayers, the daily evening sacrifice, and the Simchas Beis
Hashoevah, which lasted throughout the night.” But how
was this possible? No human being can go without sleep
night after night for so many days in a row! They slept, but
they did not enjoy a good night’s sleep. The Levi’im simply
dozed fitfully on each other’s shoulders. (Sukkah 53a)
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R’ Isaac Sher z#’I once related that whenever a person is
being surrounded by other people, the main focus is what is
in the middle of the circle. R> Chaim Yossel Kofman z¢”
explains that on Hoshana Rabba, we take out one Sefer
Torah which is held in front of the bimah while the entire
kahal encircles the bimah and Sefer Torah seven times. This
symbolizes our eternal bond to Torah and mitzvos which is
based on the Torah which is held in the middle of the circle.

However, on Simchas Torah, all of the Sifrei Torah are
removed from the Aron Kodesh. We then dance joyously,
singing while encircling the empty bimah in the middle.
The bimah becomes the essential focal point because the
Torah is placed upon it whenever we read from it. Our
tables and shtenders take the place of the books when we
open up or seforim to learn.

The Torah is a Toras Chaim, dictating every nuance of
our lives, and on Simchas Torah we celebrate this honor
and privilege. The shtender symbolizes our unending quest
for limud HaTorah. Truthfully, our seforim gain their
beauty not from being placed neatly in fancy bookcases,
but when the pages are worn from daily usage in our




5

homes and Bais Medrash. Therefore, Simchas Torah is not
merely a simcha of the completion of Chamishei Chumshei
Torah, but more profoundly, it is a simcha of the renewal of

our everlasting commitment and dedication to a new zman
of ahavas and limud HaTorah with our shtenders as our
focal point of the center.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R GUITMAN RAMAT SHLOMO
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From Rosh Chodesh Elul until Shemini Atzeres we find
ourselves in the glorious period of the Yamim Noraim, the
Days of Awe. In fact, these days, every single one of them
is truly awesome in many different ways. Elul is the period
of connection. It is the time to connect with Hashem and
develop a real relationship with Him. That then leads us
into Rosh Hashana, when we are so closely connected to
Him that we crown Him as King over the world, and over
ourselves. Once we have the clarity of the purpose of life in
this world, which is only to serve Hashem, the true Melech,
we only want to return to Him. This is the period called
Aseres Yimei Teshuva, days that we can get rid of our sins
and achieve a new level of closeness with Hashem.

This leads us into Yom Kippur when Hashem forgives us
for all our sins. Yom Kippur is a day of tremendous joy
because Hashem literally cleans us from our sins. R’ Zev
Leff shlit’a explains that it is comparable to a mother
giving her child a bath. Even though the baby is going to
get dirty again, that bath is very important and necessary.

After Yom Kippur we enter into a new sphere. We are
surrounded by mitzvos, we are so busy getting ready for the
great and festive holiday of Sukkos. While up until now
most of our days were in the category of DIN, there was a
lot of avodah, teshuvah, and judgment. Chag HaSukkos
begins a new and more elevated level of avodas Hashem.
Sukkos is called the Yom Tov of CHESHBON. On every
action, there is a din and a cheshbon. The din is the
judgment for what was done, the cheshbon is the
calculation of what could have been done instead.

Sukkos starts a new cheshbon. It is living the life that
Hakadosh Boruch Hu created us to live. We are cleansed of
sin, we only wish to serve Hashem our King, and so we enter
into a higher form of existence. We become sukkah yidden.
We leave our homes, our comforts and all the “things” we
think we can't live without. We enter into our clouds of glory.
In fact, when the Torah describes the sukkos that Hashem
settled us in when we left Mitzrayim, He was referring to
clouds of glory. We lived a spiritual existence in a physical
world. This is what Sukkos is all about. It is like living in Gan
Eden before Adam sinned. In fact, the Yom Tov of Sukkos is
called the Yom Tov of daas. (Pesach is called chochma and
Shavuos is bina, but that is for another time.)

The Torah tells us, “Bchol Derachecha Da’ayhu” - In all
your ways KNOW Hashem. So on Sukkos we take a lulav
and esrog. Explains the Medrash in Sefer Bereishis, the Aitz

Hadaas tov v'ra was an esrog tree. Adam was created on
Rosh Hashana and was placed in Gan Eden. Hashem told
him that he can eat from all the trees in the garden except
the Aitz Hadaas. Hashem wanted him to WAIT. He needed
to experience the Aseres Yimei Teshuva and Yom Kippur in
order to fully experience the aitz hadaas. Hashem wanted
him to wait until Sukkos when he would receive the special
daas, this unique knowledge necessary to eat from this tree.

On Rosh Hashana, Adam did not have enough daas to
eat from the Aitz Hadaas. This is why we take an esrog on
Sukkos, after we have achieved true purity from Yom
Kippur and we become one with Hashem. We make a great
tikkun for MAN and we create a great bond between us and
Hashem. When we take the physical world and raise it up in
the service of Hashem, we are actualizing the purpose of the
world. We are fulfilling the mitzvah of “Bchol Derachecha
Da’ayhu” in the greatest way.

We take three other minim as well, each one is meant to
represent a different part of our bodies, and we raise them
all up, as well as all of our material possessions that we left
behind, and in our very own Gan Eden, we dedicate our
existence to the service of Hashem.

This is why Sukkos is called Zman Simchaseinu, the time
of our rejoicing. There is no greater joy in the world than
the DAAS, the knowledge of what you are living for. When
we finally get rid of ALL the things that take us away from
Hashem, and we can bask in the purity of knowing what we
are living for, that is true bliss. On Sukkos, we come to the
full realization that AIN OD MILVADO. There is nothing
else worth striving for than kirvas Hashem. We threw away
our sins, we threw away the yetzer hara, and we got rid of
all the outer pressures that pull us down. We threw away
our comfortable homes and beds, we threw away
everything that takes us away from Hashem, and we enter
the Yom Tov of Sukkos when we can raise up a fruit and
make it holy. We can take everything and lift it up to be used
in the true service of Hashem. The only way to do that is with
DAAS, and that is what we receive on Sukkos. In fact, it is
the very first thing we daven for in our bakashos of shemona
esrei every day. Before we ask for health and forgiveness and
parnassa, we ask for daas. Without daas, we are like
everyone else who doesn’t know why they are alive.

May this Sukkos be filled with much joy, much singing
and laughter, and much, much daas to be able to always
know the great mission we are doing here.
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coming to him!”
This, says R’ Zilberstein, is the meaning of what we say everyday in davening: "pRD5 230 95w 0Own 712" - Blessed is
He (Hashem) who pays back the righteous what they deserve!
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The following story is related by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser shlit’a and it illustrates how a Jew can merit unique
Divine intervention, if he or she stands up for what is right. The story took place in Eretz Yisroel and is about a poor
bride named Rena who could not afford her own wedding gown and needed to resort to procuring one from a free-loan
gemach organization. She did her research and found such an organization that had just what she was looking for. The
problem was that it was in a distant city and she would have to travel there if she wanted the gown.

She was determined and made the arrangements. As Rena made her way into the van and took a seat in the back, she
took in a deep breath. Settling herself down, she anticipated a two-hour drive ahead until she reached her destination.
Seated as well in the car was a rabbi who was wearing earphones and listening to a lecture, attempting to block out any
disturbing noises.

The van continued along as a few more people boarded and after a few minutes, the driver turned on the radio. To
Rena’s immense dissatisfaction, the radio was set to a popular Israeli rock station and it was playing a song which was
quite decadent and something she wished to avoid hearing. As she unwillingly listened to the disturbing words, she
eventually could no longer take it. “Excuse me driver, but could you by any chance turn the music off?”’

Turning around in his seat, the driver stared straight back at her. “No. There are other people here that enjoy this
music and I'm not turning it off for one person - I'm going to leave it on. They are also paying for their transportation.”
Unable to do anything more about the situation, Rena remained silent. As a few more people soon joined as
passengers, the music increased in volume. It was soon becoming too much for Rena to bear; she literally couldn’t stand
it. The music was hurting he ears. Again, she kindly pleaded, “Sir, I am nicely asking you, could you please turn it off?”

Yet again, the drive turned around and said, “T am sorry, but you are not the only passenger in this van, and you are
not going to overrule everyone else here. We are going to listen to this music because we enjoy it.” And with that, he
turned back around to face the road.

“Fine,” said Rena, “you don’t have to turn it off, but please let me out of the van right here.”

Swiveling back in his seat a third time, the driver said, “I want you to know that I will not give you back your money.”

“Okay,” replied Rena, “just please let me off.” As Rena was about to get out of the car, the rabbi sitting in the front
seat took note of all the commotion. “Wait, wait! What’s going on?” When he learned of the predicament, he too began
to beg the driver to turn off the music, but it was to no avail. The driver was firmly adamant that matters run as he
wished. With no other resort remaining, the driver pulled over to the side and let Rena off in a lonely, deserted area.

Later that day, the rabbi was on his way back from running his errands. Walking down the street, he was surprised to
see right before him Rena, the very same girl who had made the commotion and who had so boldly stood by her opinion
earlier that day. He recognized her because she made such an impression on him. He quietly asked if she was okay.

“T am perfectly fine,” she replied. “In fact, I am doing quite well. Let me tell you what happened; you won’t believe it.
After I was let off the van, I had to wait for only ten minutes until another car came along and picked me up. As I made
my way inside, I took a seat next to an elderly woman. She was very kind and jolly, introducing herself as Faige. She
asked for my name and where I was headed. I told her that my name was Rena and explained that I was heading to a
gemach organization because I am a bride in need of a wedding gown. This organization provides brides who cannot
afford more procey gowns with used but nice gowns and I was thrilled I would be able to get one.

“I then asked the kindly woman Faige where she was going. She told me the following: “Right now I am on my way
to the gravesite of the holy Tanna Rabbi Meir Baal Hanes. 1t is his yahrtzeit today, the anniversary day of his passing,
and every year I go there. The reason I have this custom is because of my father. I grew up in one of the poorest families
in Jerusalem. My family was so impoverished that we could barely afford food for each day, let alone for Shabbos and
Yom Tov. My father did what he could but we struggled mightily to make ends meet. Matters continued to decline until
one day, in a cry of desperation, my father went to the grave of Rabbi Meir Baal Hanes and prayed his heart out.

“By the time he returned home, he was clearly a different person. Something unexplainable had changed in him. From
that day onwards, money began to flow into our house. There was more money and more money. My father started
making successful business deals and we eventually became one of the wealthiest families in the city.

“My father in due time passed away, but he left two requests in his will. Every year on the yahrtzeit of Rabbi Meir
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are other mitzvos which urgently need to be seen to in our community. Why, what about marrying off poor brides? There
is an orphaned girl in our very own town who is not getting any younger. Wouldn't that be a more fitting way to spend
the community's money?”

One rabbi listened quietly until the rich man concluded his plea, and then he began to speak. “It is certainly true that
the girl you speak of needs a match. And it is true, as well, that it is a great mitzvah to endow a poor bride and to help an
orphan. But, I can't help thinking: Why, in all these years, did our speaker never think of helping this girl? Why, only
now, when the question of acquiring an esrog came up did he remember her? I will tell you the reason. My friends, what
we are witnessing here is the work of the yetzer hara - the evil inclination. The evil inclination is wily and crafty. He will
use any argument to discourage a Jew from doing the mitzvah at hand, even if it means that he must convince him to do a
different mitzvah in its stead!”

“This,” the rabbi explained, “is typical of human nature. Often, when a person is about to fulfill a certain mitzvah, in
steps the evil inclination to cloud his mind with doubts. ‘Why are you choosing to do this mitzvah instead of that one?
That one is surely more important.” Then the person becomes confused and his will to perform the mitzvah is weakened.
No, my friends, we must confront and expose the evil inclination for what it is and do battle with it. When we emerge
successful, we will be able to perform the original mitzvah, thus fulfilling the will of Hashem.”
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Shlomo Hamelech teaches us that one must never think that there is no judgment in the world - 7 5 p7 75 - for
better or for worse. Sometimes we just have to work a little harder to see it. To illustrate this point, R’ Yitzchok
Zilberstein shlit’a tells over the following incredible story.

As a good son, Efrat would go regularly to visit his elderly father, who lived in a moshav up in the northern part of
Israel. The trip from Netanya where Efrat lived with his family, was a long and arduous one, but what wouldn’t he do for
his father. On one of his trips, Efrat pulled into his father’s block and was surprised to find all the residents of his father’s
building standing outside, bewildered and frightened. He parked his car and ran over to find out what was going on. His
father came over and told him how frightened everybody was as a poisonous snake had somehow gotten loose and
entered the building through the front entrance. Nobody knew where the dangerous beast was and everyone hurriedly
evacuated the building. They were all standing outside and the snake seemed to have disappeared.

Efrat couldn’t help but smile. “Well,” he said to the frightened tenants, “It just so happens that I capture snakes by
profession; give me a couple of minutes and I’ll have this whole ordeal taken care of - free of charge!”

Efrat grabbed his gear from his car and entered the building cautiously. He was inside for what seemed like the
longest few minutes of their lives, and the people - especially Efrat’s father - began to get worried. A minute later and the
residents were very relieved to see Efrat walking out of the building, the captured snake securely encased in a container.
He really did know what he was doing! They all thanked him profusely and admired his quick handiwork. Then, they all
went back into their respective homes. Efrat himself took the case with the snake, placed it carefully on the back seat of
his car, and locked the door. He would deal with the snake later. Now, he just wanted to spend some quality time with
his father at home - the intended purpose of his trip.

Father and son had just sat down to a glass of tea when suddenly they heard blood-curdling cries from outside the
building. It sounded like someone was choking. Efrat and his father ran to the window to see who was screaming and if
there was anything to do.

The screaming was emanating from the driver’s seat of his own car! To Efrat’s utter shock, he saw a man sitting in the
front seat of his car with the snake coiled around his neck. Apparently, this man had broken into the locked vehicle
intending to steal it and didn’t even have time to close the front door before he was attacked by the massive snake that
had quickly escaped its containment. The snake wrapped its powerful body around the thief and was beginning to
squeeze him to death. The man was immobilized and even his choked screams were beginning to dim as he lost oxygen.

Efrat dashed downstairs to his car to watch the snake biting the thief again and again (which is a normal occurrence
for a snake when it feels under pressure). Efrat knew how to handle reptiles like these and he managed to pull the snake
off the half-conscious man just in time. This time, he properly secured the snake and made sure that it couldn’t escape
again. Someone called an ambulance and the man was rushed - more dead than alive - to a nearby hospital for treatment.

Turning to the crowd that had gathered from the commotion, Efrat shook his head in wonderment and said, “Who can
know if there was not a decree upon me in heaven that my car be stolen today, but because of the mitzvah of rescuing
people from the snake, I was saved the tremendous trouble of being robbed. And the thief apparently got what was
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The Menoras HaMaor, Rabbeinu Yitzchok Aboav zt”l gives us an illuminating perspective on the purpose of the
sukkah, one which applies in every generation and in every place. “When Chazal (2 n)0) instruct us: ‘Go out from your
permanent dwellings and live in a temporary dwelling,” they meant that the mitzvah to dwell in the sukkah teaches us
that a man must not put his trust in the size or strength or conveniences of his house, even though it may be filled with the
best of everything; nor should he rely upon the help of any man, even though he may be the lord of the land. But let him
put his trust in Him whose word called the universe into being, for He alone is mighty and faithful, and He does not
retract what He promises.” What the Menoras HaMaor is telling us is that the main point of living in the sukkah for
seven days is to increase our faith in Hakadosh Boruch Hu. When we live in a sturdy house, we are protected from the
elements; rain and cold and heat do not harm us. As a result, we begin to have faith in our homes, in our wealth - and not
in Hashem. Likewise, we tend to place our trust in men, especially influential rulers and leaders. By living in a flimsy
sukkah for seven days, exposed once again to the elements, we realize that ultimately we must put our trust in Hashem
who rules over our houses, the elements, and all human rulers.

During the Yom Tov of Sukkos many of our great Gedolim throughout the generations had a custom to never leave the
sukkah unless absolutely necessary. Even in the heat and cold, mist and humidity, in sickness and health, they adamantly
clung to the mitzvah and refused all attempts to get them to come inside. The same was true of the Gaon R’ Yisroel
Belsky z¢”l. He would say that he fully understood the teaching of Chazal: "na7y n>yow »" - one whose sukkah is
“pleasant” for him, and therefore wishes to eat there even on Shemini Atzeres when Biblically there is no such mitzvah.
He would declare with great relish, “The sukkah is a delight to be in, a wonderful place to be.”

R’ Belsky fulfilled this mitzvah in the fullest sense as well as the teaching that one should make the sukkah his
dwelling. He rarely left the sukkah; he ate, slept, and learned there. He was very careful not to say anything negative
about the sukkah. Even if it was very hot, he would never say that it was uncomfortable in the sukkah.

Each year on Chol Hamoed Sukkos, people would come from all over to be D179 52pn - to greet their Rebbi, as
dictated in halacha, and they would be welcomed by R’ Belsky’s shining radiant face. He would also host a simchas beis
hashoeivah in his sukkah for his Camp Agudah Masmidim, who always found a special place in his heart. Even in his
later years, when he was having terrible back pain and required a walker to get around, nothing stopped him from
spending time with his beloved “masmidim family.”

One particular year, some talmidim showed up a little early and found R’ Belsky inside his house, something quite
unusual for him. After setting up the tables in the sukkah, they entered the Belsky kitchen and found R’ Belsky sitting at
the table, shivering and looking quite ill. Very concerned, a family member called the doctor. R’ Belsky was an
individual who quite literally “knew it all,” so the doctor quickly cut to the chase and asked R’ Belsky if perhaps he had
recently stopped taking his pain medication that was prescribed because of his back condition.

”Yes,” replied R’ Belsky, to which the doctor responded, “That’s probably what it is. When one stops taking that
medication, there are withdrawal symptoms such as those that are you are describing to me.”

R’ Belsky hung up the phone and broke into a huge smile. “So I'm not sick!” he exclaimed. He took hold of his
walker and quickly propelled himself toward the sukkah, where he joined his talmidim.

His fear that he would be deemed halachically sick and thereby patur from sitting in the sukkah, bothered him even
more than the pain he was experiencing from not taking his medication. As he joyfully made his way into the sukkah, a
son-in-law standing nearby asked him if he planned to sleep in the sukkah that night.

“Of course!” he replied, “where else would I sleep?”
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One year, the esrogim dealers of the town decided to band together to raise the price of esrogim. Now, an esrog had
always been expensive, so much so, that it was customary for the wealthy leaders of the town to purchase one esrog to
fulfill the mitzva for the entire community. This year, however, the price was so exorbitant that even that one esrog was
beyond their reach. How would the community manage to celebrate Yom Tov without even one set of the Four Species to
share amongst themselves?
Finally, the rabbanim called a meeting at which they hoped to raise the money needed. Only the richest members of
the town had been invited, as they had always supplied the esrogim for their fellow Jews.
After the formal request was issued, one wealthy businessman stood and addressed the gathering. “I believe that it is an
outrage to spend so much money on an esrog. Who do those dealers think they are to hold us hostage like this? There




