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Rashi introduces our parsha with the statement: "This parsha is
explained nicely in the medrash of Rebbi Tanchuma." The question is
asked, based on the gemara (Eruvin 64a), which states that one is
forbidden to say, "This teaching is pleasing; that teaching is not
pleasing." This means that just as one is forbidden to criticize part of the
Torah, one is forbidden to praise part of the Torah. The reason is that
such praise, by implication, calls into question the beauty of the rest of
the Torah! If so, how can Rashi call this a "nice explanation"?

R' Ovadia Yosef Shlit"a explains that the gemara's statement that
one may not praise part of the Torah was referring to praising a halacha -
jewish law, since all halachos are equally beautiful and equally
important. However, when one hears a particularly beautiful derashah or
homiletical teaching, one is permitted to say so.

But if one is not permitted to criticize a Torak teaching, why are there
so many instances in Zorah literature (including the gemara) where
scholars denigrate each others' teachings? R' Yosef explains that if one
scholar truly believes that the halachic opinion of another scholar is
wrong, the first scholar must speak out in strong terms to prevent the
public from acting in accordance with that mistaken view.
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R' Menachem Hadarshan ZT"L would say:
"A person must strive to look inwards at himself. You can't always
change others, but you can change how you see them."

R' Moshe of Sassov ZT"L would say:
"To conquer one's anger is a level higher than one who has fasted
1000 fasts!"

The Chozeh of Lublin, R' Yaakov Hurvitz ZT"L would say:

"In mentioning Korach's distinct ©n, the Torah wishes to teach us a
most vital lesson - don't think that prestigious family connections can
buy one special rights!"

A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR. AND MRS. ALEXANDER HOFFMAN ON

THE BIRTH OF THEIR SON, YITZCHOK »~) . MAY THEY SEE MUCH nna.
For information please call 914-362-4380/E-Mail TorahTavlin@aol.com.
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think a man of this caliber has emerged in the last fifty years! And," he
added, "besides the brilliance, one can note his amazing humility and fine
character throughout every word he writes."

Then he looked up at the man. "You come from Butzatz, maybe you
know him. Have you ever heard of R' Meshulam Igra?"

The man didn't emit a verbal response. Instead, he fainted. When he
came to, he recounted the entire story of the engagement and its
dissolution, how R' Meshulam was meant to be his son-in-law but the
match was broken over coffee grounds. Rabbi Pick looked up at him and
shook his head sadly. "Perhaps the greatest undoing of our nation
throughout its history is the non-appreciation of its great leaders. Hashem
did not let Korach's rebellion against Moshe subside with just one action.
It took three very different miracles - the splitting of the earth, the fire
that consumed, and the budding of the dry sticks - to reiterate this most
important point that sustains us until today. Because if we do not realize
from where our strength comes, our great Rabbonim and leaders, Hashem
will remind us. And then we'll all have a reason to faint!"
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Chazal tell us that Yaakov Avinu implored Hashem to keep his name
out of the episode of Korach's dispute. R' Yehudah Nachshoni ZT"L
explains that Yaakov bought the first-born rights from his brother Eisav.
Years later, he transferred his son Reuven's rights to a younger son,
Yosef. After that, of Yosef's two sons, he placed the younger one Efraim,
ahead of the older Menasheh. Yaakov Avinu felt that the rights of the
N2 were not guaranteed to the original bearer. Instead, that person
must be worthy to merit it.

Korach ben Yitzhar challenged this principle. He believed that his
father's branch of the family tree was entitled to be leaders and princes of
Shevet Levi, because Yitzhar was second in age to Moshe's father Amram.
Dassan and Aviram were members of Shevet Reuven. They sought the
priestly priveleges as if it were Reuven's natural birthright.

This was a direct challenge to Yaakov's policy that the nm21 and it's
responsibilities are tranferable to a more worthy person. Yaakov didn't
want his name mentioned in an argument which constituted an assault on
his valued principle that the bechor be worthy of the bechorah.
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As a young man, R' Meshulam Igra ZT"L, was engaged to the
daughter of a prominent community leader in the city of Butzatz. A few
months before the wedding the young choson ate a meal at the home of
his future father-in-law. Dessert was served together with a delicacy that
the impoverished Reb Meshulam had never seen - coffee. The servant
brought out a cup of brewed coffee together with sugar and milk. The
prospective father-in-law directed his son in law to partake. The young
scholar looked quizzically at each item and began to ponder. There were
two liquids and sugar. The gemara states that eating preceeds drinking so
he took a spoon of sugar and ate it. Then he was unsure what to drink
first, the milk or the black brew. Noting that darkness in the Torah comes
before day, he drank the black coffee. Then, not wanting to embarrass his
soon-to-be father-in-law, he slowly chewed and swallowed the grinds
from the-bottom of the cup. His prospective bride stood in shock.

"Father," she cried "I cannot marry a man who does not know how do
drink a cup of coffee!" The engagement was broken.

Years later this man visited the home of R' Yeshaya Pick ZT"L, the
Rov of Breslow. R' Pick told him that he had just received a letter filled
with the deepest insights. "I have to be totally immersed in Torah thought
to begin to comprehend the level of this man's brilliance. In fact, I do not
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