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(øéù øåîæî øîàéùî) úáùä úìá÷ íöò ïîæî øçàì ïéà ,íã÷åî ÷éìãîù éî*

ïåéìò úòãî                                      
(æë-áë) 'åëå åîà úçú íéîé úòáù äéäå ãìåé éë æò åà áùë åà øåù

 ,"ìâò" àø÷ð àìà "øåù" àø÷ð åðéà ãìåðù äòùá øåùä éøä ,äù÷ äøåàëì    
 åà áùë åà øåù" ïàë øîàð äîì ,ïéáäì êéøö ïë íàå ."øåù" àø÷ð ìãâùë ÷øå

 'ìä éë ,"ãìåé éë æò åà áùë åà ìâò" øîåì êéøö áåúëä äéä éøä ,"ãìåé éë æò
?äãéì úòùá "ìâò"á éøééîù àåä äðåëðä

 àåä "øåù" 'ìá áúëðù íòèä ,æòåì íòî 'ñá ì"öæ éìåë á÷òé ø"åîâä áúë     
 íéàåøáä ìë øàù éë .äæä áåúëä ïî áåùç ìëùä øñåîå ìåãâ ç÷ì ãîìðù éãë
 äìòîì íåé ìë òéâäì íéôöî íðéàå ,íéãìåðù äòùá äîìùä íúìòîì íéòéâî

 ïë àì íðîà .íúåî ãò íéøàùð êë íéãìåð íäù íùë àìà ,øúåé äìåãâ
 äìåãâ äìòîì òéâî àåä íåéå íåé ìëá ìáà ,íåìë åðéà ãìåðù íåéáù ,íãàä

 íéôñåúîå íîéé÷ì íá ÷ñåò àåäù íéáåè íéùòîäå úåöîä éãé ìò úåîéìùìå
 íãàäì äîåã äîäáä ïéàù òéãåäì "áùë åà øåù" 'ì øîàð êëì .íåéå íåé ìëá

 íåé íåé ìãâîå ÷åðéúì ãìåð íãàä ìáà íúìòî úåîéìùá äãìåð äîäáäù
.úåöîå äøåúá åúåîéìùáå åúìòîá

 ïîæä àåä æà éë , úåëåñ ìù 'à íåéá åæ äùøô íéàøå÷ äîì ïáåî æ"éôìå     
 íéøåôéëä íåéî åðúàéöéáù ,ì"æçàùîë ,"úåðåò ïåáùçì ïåùàø" íéàøå÷ù

 è"ùòîå úåöî óéñåð êìéàå ïàëîù åðáì øøåòì éãë ,åðéúåðåò ìë åðì íéøôëúî
.íéúî êë íéãìåðù íùëù úåîäáë äéäð àìå ,äìòî äìòî äìòðå

(àé-ãë) úéîìù åîà íùå äùî ìà åàéáéå ìì÷éå .... úéìàøùé äùà ïá àöéå
éøä ,'ä úà ììé÷ äæ òùøù äæ ïéðò äøåúä äáúë êøåö äæéàì ,ìåàùì ùé     
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(ãé-ãë) 'åëå åùàø ìò íäéãé úà íéòîåùä ìë åëîñå ..... ìà ìì÷îä úà àöåä
     Rashi states that "íéòîåùä ìë" - "All the listeners", refers to the 

witnesses and the judges. The 23 judges and two witnesses must put their 

hands on the head of the óãâî - Blasphemer, and tell him, "You are 

responsible for your own death. You caused it yourself, and we are absolved 

of any punishment for it." The Rambam writes that this procedure, of 

placing the hands on the sinner prior to execution, is done only to a óãâî.

     R' Boruch Epstein ZT"L explains the uniqueness of this situation: The 

gemara (.ñ ïéøãäðñ) says that a person is obligated to tear his garments as an 

expression of anger and anguish upon hearing Hashem's Holy Name being 

desecrated. During the trial of a person accused of blasphemy, the witnesses 

are required to repeat for the judges all that they heard, and subsequently, 

they must all tear their garments. By placing their hands on the head of the 

óãâî, the witnesses and judges are proclaiming that their own sin of 

repeating and hearing the blasphemous words of desecration in the Beis Din, 

is actually the responsibility of the blasphemer, because he committed the 

original sin and caused them to have to repeat it. This procedure is not 

carried out with other sinners because in no other case does the sinner cause 

the witnesses and judges to become parties to the äøéáò.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

.....øîåà äéä àåä
R Avrohom Yellin ZT"L would say:

     "Once something is past it no longer exists. Realizing that suffering is 

only temporary makes it much easier for one to tolerate insults and slights to 

his honor."

A Wise Man once said:     

     "The quality of the thinking that guides your intelligence is far more 

important than the amount of intelligence you actually have!"

R' Yehudah Loewy ZT"L (Mahara"l M'Prague) would say:

     "Bnei Yisroel was commanded to count from the first day that the øîåò, 

made of barley flour, was brought, until úåòåáù, the day they received the 

Torah. This was to teach them the concept of "äøåú ïéà çî÷ ïéà íà" - In 

life, it is necessary to combine flour and Torah!"                                          
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the Torah. As a result, they should be accorded more honor than even a 

Sefer Torah." R' Chaim Ozer nodded.

     "But look," continued the Ostrovtzer Rebbe, his voice rising with 

emotion, "there is yet another example in the Torah where we find that 

Chazal 'overruled' the written word of the Torah - and that is regarding the 

counting of the Omer. The posuk states, 'íåé íéùéîç åøôñú' - 'You shall 

count fifty days.' But as we know, the rabbis understand the mitzvah of 

Sefiras Haomer to be only forty-nine days, and not fifty. Why does the 

gemara cite the example of the thirty-nine lashes rather than the case of 

counting forty-nine days?"

     R' Meir Yechiel lowered his voice back to his customary meek tone. "It 

is because Sefiras Haomer has no effect on the next person. On the other 

hand, to receive thirty-nine lashes instead of forty, would save another Jew 

a great deal of pain. We see from here, that when the gemara wants to 

prove the greatness of a rabbi, it cites the case of the thirty-nine lashes."
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TORAH GEMS
(à-àë) 'åëå íäì úøîàå ïøäà éðá íéðäëä ìà øîà äùî ìà 'ä øîàéå

     Rashi explains the meaning of this posuk, "íéðè÷ä ìò íéìåãâ øéäæäì" - 

the Torah instructs the children of Aharon Hakohen, that it is not enough 

to fulfill the commands given to them by Hashem, but they must teach 

their children all the priestly mitzvos, so that they will know how to 

perform them properly.

     The Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L, offers an additional 

interpretation: We find a difference in society between wealthy and poor 

people. When one leaves this world, the community leaders and respected 

individuals make sure to attend to the "íéìåãâ" - the wealthy and important 

people. They do everything for the honor of the deceased; a respectable 

funeral, eloquent eulogies, etc. However, in the case of the "íéðè÷" - the 

less prominent members, the poor, orphans and widows whom the 

deceased left behind in this world without enough provision for their 

support, they become forgotten and unsupported. Thus, the Torah begins 

this parsha by emphasizing an important point: "íéðè÷ä ìò íéìåãâ øéäæäì" 

- "To warn the big (people) about the little (people)". In the case of death, 

there should be concern for the íéðè÷, the little orphans and the lonely 

widows, who need help and encouragement during this tragic time. We 

must support the weak and "small" just as we do the rich and "big".  
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 éãë áúëð íàå ?ú"éùä ãåáë éðôî äñåëî øàùé øáãäù éåàø äéä øúåé
 éë ùéà ùéà" äæ ÷ø áåúë íà äéä éã àìä ,'ä íù á÷åð ìù åùðåò åðòéãåäì

 øéëæäì êéøö äîìå ?(åè-ãë) "úîåé úåî 'ä íù á÷åðå .åàèç àùðå åé÷ìà ìì÷é
?íéîù ãåáëá íâô úàöì ìëåé æ"éòù øåôéñä ìë

 ,äøåîç äøéáòá ìùëð åðéà áåè ùøåùî àáù éîù ,ì"öæ ééçá åðéáø øàéáå     
 ùøåùî àåäù úòãì åðì ùé éàãåá ,äøåîç äøéáò øáòù íéàåø åðà íà ìáà

 ,ïàë øôåñîù äîá æîøä åäæå .åîàå åéáà ìöà äòø äáùçî åà ìåñô äéäå ,òø
 ïàë áåúëä åðòéãåä ïëìå ,òø ùøåùî àáù éðôî ä"á÷ä ãåáëá òâô òùøäù

 øîåà êëù .àåää òùøä ìù åäùòî áåúëä òéãåäù éøçà åîà ìù íùä
 àáù éðôî íòèä ,úàæë äøåîç äøéáò äùòù íéàåø íúàù äæ ,áåúëä

 àöîðå .éøöî ùéà äéìò àáù éøáã úá úéîåìù äúéä åîà ïëù ,òø ùøåùî
 àéä íàä íàù ,êôéäì ïëå .åîà éøçà êùîð ïáä ïëù ,òø ïá äòø íàî àöåéù
 äåðò ìòáå ÷éãö àåäù íãà åàøú íàå ,òåðö äéäé ïáä æà ,äòåðöå äøùë äùà

.åéùøù ìò ãéòî áåèä óðòä éë ,äøùëå äòåðö äùà åîàù åòã ,úåáåè úåãîå
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                      íéðáì ïîéñ....úåáà äùòî
 (æè-âë) 'åëå íåé íéùéîç åøôñú úéòéáùä úáùä úøçîî ãò

     In the city of Vilna, about 80 years ago, lived the recognized Posek 

Hador, the pre-eminent Halachic arbitrator of his generation, R' Chaim 

Ozer Grodzensky ZT"L. People came from near and far to seek out his 

rulings and advice. Once, R' Meir Yechiel of Ostrovtzer ZT"L, an 

exceptionally humble and brilliant Rebbe, came to Vilna and met with R' 

Chaim Ozer. The Vilna Rov asked his guest to relate over an original 

Torah thought. At first, out of respect for his host and his deep humility, 

he declined, but at R' Chaim Ozer's urging, the Ostrovtzer Rebbe relented 

and related a brilliant Torah insight. R' Chaim Ozer excitedly exclaimed, 

"You are truly a great Rabbi!"

     R' Meir Yechiel looked at him puzzled. "By just saying over a Torah 

thought, a person does not qualify as a great rabbi," he responded in a 

meek tone of voice. 

     "Well, what in your opinion, does it take to be considered a 'Great 

Rabbi'?" R' Chaim Ozer asked with surprise.

     "Easing the burden of the Jewish people," R' Meir Yechiel immediately 

answered. "And I can even prove it. The gemara (áë úåëî) states: "People 

are foolish. They rise in the presence of a Sefer Torah, but they do not rise 

before a rabbi." For in the Torah it clearly writes that for certain sins, a 

man is to receive forty lashes, however, the rabbis defined this to mean 

thirty-nine lashes. In a sense, Chazal were able to "overrule" the words of  

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>    <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>


