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Rashi comments that the word 37 - with everything, has the
numerical value equivalent to that of "Y1 - son, and since he had a son, he
had to marry him off. But why does the Tora# introduce this parshah with
a remark about Avrohom's old age?

The Sefardik Gaon, R' Yehudah Tzedakah ZT"L answers, based on
a comment of the Ben Ish Chai ZT"L, that the reason why Avrohom had
a son only through a miracle at a very old age was so that before having
children, Avrohom would be fully detached from the heritage of his
father, Terach. Thus, Yitzchok would be influenced only by Avrohom
himself, and not by his idolatrous grandfather. Upon realizing this,
Avrohom recognized just how great an affect heredity has on the
development of a child's character. He therefore instructed his servant to
go specifically to Charan to select a wife for Yitzchok, so that he wouldn't
marry a girl from the local, corrupt Canaanite population.

Therein lies the relationship between the posukim: "And Avrohom was
old, advanced in years - and Hashem blessed him with everything,"
referring to a son. Thus, "dvrohom said to his servant.do not take a wife
Jor my son from among the girls of Canaanites, among whom I dwell. "
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R' Simcha Bunim ZT"L would say:

"A person should see his own faults through a magnifying lens, and the
faults of others through a lens which reduces their size."

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson of Lubavitch ZT"L would say:
"If a jew walks on the road without thinking Torah thoughts, each
stone on which he treads calls out, "Who let you step on me?"

R' Yisroel Meir Kagan ZT"L (The Chofetz Chaim) would say:
"When a king wishes to restrict a person's movements, he puts him in

prison and posts guards all around. If Hashem wants to restrict a person,

He simply afflicts him with an illness so he cannot get u from b
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quickly took the money from her purse. Seeing how quickly the woman
gave in to his first demand, the officer held up his hand. "You know
what," he smiled, " for 700 Zloty I could make her 20 years old!" The
lady reluctantly agreed and gave him the full amount. At that point, the
officer began to get quite greedy. "But for an additional 300 zZloty," he
smiled slyly, "I could even have her at 181"

The mother became very nervous. "No, thank you. 20 years old is
fine!" She grabbed her daughter. "Quick," she shouted, "let's get out of
here! Soon we will be left with no more zloty and no more years!"

"So t00," said R' Yosef, "Avrohom knew who he was dealing with.
He understood that the longer he waited, the more expensive the deal
would become. But he was not interested in prolonging negotiations that
would only leave him without money and perhaps without land. Often it
is worthwhile to take a hit and leave, because the pain of the moment is
far less than the agony of insincerity." R' Yosef gazed at him intently.

The Rov's message struck its mark. The man stopped his Torah-filled
stalling tactic and handed over a sizable check.
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Rashi writes that Sarah at age 100 was like she was at 20 without sin,
and at 20 she was as pretty as she was at age 7. We have to understand,
what difference does it make that she was as pretty as she was at 7?

The Rebbe, R' Elimeilech of Lizensk ZT"L explains that Rashi
wants to give us a ¥ - hinz, on the two types of service that one needs to
fulfill in his life. The first is that he should be very careful of any sin. He
should keep himself from violating any of the positive or negative
mitzvos of the Torah. The second is that in those things that one is
allowed to do, like eating, drinking etc, they should be brought into the
realm of holiness. Everything that one does in this world, however
mundane, should be for Hashem's sake.

"At 100 she was like 20 without sin ", this is the first level, i.e. she had
not sinned in any of the positive or negative mitzvos. "4t 20 she was like
7", is the second level. Just like a child is satisfied with what he has and
does not desire to have things that are more expensive, so it was with
Sarah when she was 20, which is the time when the desires for
possessions strengthen themselves. Rather she dedicated her every action
to the service of Hashem, and this became her inner beauty. ‘
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The Ponovezer Rov, R’ Yosef Kahanemen ZT"L, was known as a
remarkable fund-raiser. Once he was welcomed into the home of a wealthy
individual who was more interested in discussing Torah with him than
giving money to the Ponevezer Yeshiva. Every time the Roy would talk
about donating for the construction of the new building, the man would
begin to expound on a different T; orah topic. Then the man asked a
question: "The entire transaction between Avrohom Avinu and Ephron
regarding the Me'aras Hamachpela, seems strange to me. The minute a
price is mentioned, exorbitant as it may be, Avrohom pays it without
further question. All it seems is that he wanted to close the deal and leave.
Why would he do that without trying to bargain?"

R' Yosef smiled and answered, "Let me tell you a story. A woman in
Poland had a daughter who was well past her prime. The matchmaker
suggested that she claim she was much younger than her true age. He
knew a Polish passport official, who, for the right price, could make her
any age she would like. The official met the woman and then looked at the
girl. "Oh, this is not a major problem. I am sure that there must have been
an error in processing the original document, Of course, we can rectify this
error. In fact, for a small service fee of 500 zloty I can take seven years off
the date on her birth certificate, and we can have her at 2] years old!"

("“ “spite the steep service charge, the mother heartily agreed and
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