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9919 125 719N P9’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (119)  of Hilchos Pesach in Shulchan Aruch, at the Purim meal.
Learning Between Megillah Lainings. The Chasam Sofer "l  Megillah as Talmud Torah, The Gemara © says that we are
in his derashos () brings a segulah in the name of the Shev supposed to “abandon Torah study” (M TSN Y20 t0 go hear
Yaakov: One who leams Torah between the night-time Megillah  the Megillah read publicly. Why is it called abandoning Torah
reading and the day-time reading is assured that he will be a ' study when the Megillah itself is Torah study, as it is one of the 24
"Nan oow. It probably does not refer to one who learns the whole W 22m0? (The Baal HaTanya ) writes that even reading "
night, but to one who does serious learning during that time. It is "1792¥ without understanding is called learning.) One answer is
not clear why this big reward is given (possibly because very few from the Nefesh Chaya @ who says that apart from the general
people leam at that time), but it is a good idea to keep this segulah.  obligation to learn Torah, there is an obligation to set aside time for
Learning Before the Purim Seudah. The RM’A () writes that ~ deeper learning, according to the abilities of each person. If people
one should do some learning before he begins his festive Purim are in the middle of leaming deeply and interrupt for a “non
meal. He brings a hint from the posuk in the Megillah (8-16): in-depth” reading of the Megillah, there is a certain element of
AN N PN ONY” - “For the Jews there there was light  abandoning deep Torah study. For more answers see Rashash and
and joy.” The Gemara (3 says that ‘light” refers to Torah study. Beis Yitzchok ¢ and Teshuvos Beis Efraim (10.

Since it precedes “joy”” which refers to Seudas Purim, one should DINT YTD l&‘—‘p/gﬂ = O NT 12

learn first. Once one starts the meal, especially after drinking wine S 15 N N3ES TeNT 55 - Chulin 109b

or other alcohol, his head might not be clear enough for him to |The Gemara tell us that whatever is forbidden Min HaTorah, has a
learn. Of course, during the Purim meal one is supposed to give |similar counterpart that is permitted. The Maharsha explains that this
special thanks to Hashem for the miracles He performed and the |is meant to teach us that things are prohibited only because Hashem
salvation of the Jewish people @, which inevitably ends up |says so (1900 nw) and not because they are intrinsically bad or
being words of Torah about the Megillah. disgusting (own). R’ Yitzchok Silberstein shlit'a was once asked ifa
Hilchos Pesach. The famous dictum of Chazal ): ooz’ |person may eat Kosher Pork - a “knock-off” of Chazer? It even has a
"OY WY NDAY 0P NDS MSNA OW N - “Thirty days before |hechsherl R Silberstein quoted a Chid’a in Shemos who writes that it
Pesach one is supposed to start learing and expounding the |was permitted for a Jew in the Micbar while eating the mann, to have
laws of Pesach,” is well known. What is less known, or not |in mind a non-kosher food. Since ultimately the mann was kosher, in
always fully realized, is that thirty days before Pesach is exactly |truth he was not committing any sort of sin. So too, said the Rav, when
the day of Purim! Although people are consumed with “Purim |it comes to Kosher Pork - it should be permitted. However, when he
Torah” and divrei Torah on the Megillah, one should make |discussed this with his father-in-law, Rav Elyashiv zt*/ he was told
some time during the day to learn a bit of Hilchos Pesach. Past [that to eat a counterpart that Hashem created is one thing, but to go
and current Gedolim have had a custom to learn the first siman outand create a counterpart should not be done.
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R’ Shraga Feivel Schiff shlit’a (Menahel Mesivta Bais Shraga) would say: G
“DWON N NDY ... TITA TP IUN .DMINNN DONNNA TITA Pony 19 Nnwy WX NN MoV - In every battle, there are two tactics:
offense or defense. In war, there is also ‘Jihad’ which refers to fighting for religious purposes. In the case of Amalek,
they had none of the above. They fought out of hatred for Hashem and His chosen Nation. The Torah tell us clearly, that
Amalek did not go on the offensive but rather it was, ‘As we were on our way when we left Egypt.’ They were not on the
defensive as, ‘They happened upon us on our way,” and there was no religious zeal since, ‘They did not fear G-d.’ For
this reason, Amalek is so evil and must be eradicated physically, and from our minds and hearts as well.”

R’ Yonason Eibeschutz z¢’l (Quoted in Birchas Chaim) would say: Sponsoredby

“DTMN 93 NN O 79' - When Mordechai told Esther to go and plead before the king, she told him | Moisheand Chevie
to go and ©)p (penalize) the Jewish people. Why did she want him to ©)p the people? Why did they Ez?r:sn}:?’?f roo:
deserve such a penalty? The answer is that we hold like Rav Meir (.02 m2m>) who rules: v 0ypn 9’| Haben of our dear
151 PN O - whenever a fine is imposed, the sale is invalid. Thus, since Achashverosh had planned to

andson,Shlomo
aakovHoffman» &
sell the Jewish people to the wicked Haman, Esther imposed a ©)p in order to invalidate the sale!” ’
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An amazing story is quoted in a number of seforim, most notably Sefer Chut HaMeshulash, written by a grandson of
the Chasam Sofer. He relates that when his grandfather, R Moshe Sofer z¢’l, was sixteen years old, he finished Shas in
depth. In his great humility, he asked his Rebbe, R’ Nosson Adler zt”’l what he should do to mark this auspicious
occasion. Should he make a siyum and thank the Ribbono shel Olam for allowing him to reach this milestone in his young
life, and invite his friends and fellow students? R’ Nosson told him, “Just the opposite! You should fast for three straight
days and contemplate the seriousness and responsibility that Hashem has placed upon you. It is not a time for a party.”

R’ Moshe accepted his Rebbe’s words and began his three days of fasting. Although he was a healthy and strong youth,
three days of not eating weakened him and at one point during the third day of his self-imposed fast, he felt the need to go
outside and take in some fresh air. A number of his friends were taking a walk along the streets of Frankfurt am Main, and
he decided to join them. The group headed toward the outskirts of town and passed numerous orchards and fields.

At one point, the group decided to duck into one of the nearby fields in order to daven Mincha. They began to pray and R’
Moshe joined them. It was well-known in the Yeshivah that Moshe Sofer davened a very long Shemona Esrai. Some of his
friends would joke and say, “In the time it takes you to say Shemona Esrai, we could learn a daf of Gemara!” Moshe had a
sharp mind and would quip back, “Yes, of course. But Chazal tell us: ‘Anyone who davens a lengthy tefillah, will have his
days and years lengthened.’ So, don’t worry, I'll make up in years what you will accomplish while I'm davening!”

Here, too, as the group of bochurim davened Mincha in a field outside of Frankfurt am Main, young Moshe Sofer davened
a very long Shemona Esrai. Deep in thought, with total and unwavering concentration on the meaning of the words, he did
not realize that something was happening behind him. Apparently, the owner of the field noticed a few boys standing on his
property and he thought they were there to pilfer his produce. He was a non-Jew and not a person who particularly liked Jews,
and he came running out with a large wooden club, ready to attack the boys who were praying in his field. They saw him
coming and scattered to all sides. He chased a few here and there but was unable to catch anyone with his stick. Then, he
noticed one young man standing ramrod straight in the center of his field, eyes closed, lips moving soundlessly - and he knew
he found his victim. He walked over to Moshe Sofer and called out, “Hey! What are you doing on my property?”

Of course, there was no response. There wasn’t even a slight movement that would indicate that the person even heard
or acknowledged his presence. This enraged the non-Jew even more and he once again called out in a louder voice, “You
there! Get off my field!” The young man continued to pray and the non-Jew lifted his stick and dealt a blow to the young
man’s back. Moshe Sofer heaved forward and now he opened his eyes. The non-Jew lifted his stick and hit him again. The
boy concluded his Shemona Esrai and stepped back three paces. Then, he turned to face his attacker.

The non-Jew’s face was a mask of hate and anger and he was preparing to hit his victim yet again. This time, though,
sixteen-year-old Moshe Sofer, a Torah scholar who spent his days in the confines of the Beis Medrash learning Torah, and
was at the end of three straight days of fasting, beat him to the punch! Literally. With all the strength he had in his skinny
frame, he smashed the non-Jew upside the head with his bare hand and knocked the surprised man over. With a mighty
thud, the non-Jew fell and hit the ground hard. Groaning in pain, the man lay on the ground for a few moments until he fell
silent. It appeared as if he was unconscious - or worse - perhaps he was dead. Moshe and the remaining friends who had
witnessed the scene didn’t wait around to find out. They turned on their heels and ran off as fast as their legs could carry them.

The story became legend in the Yeshivah and soon the entire city was talking about it. But the future Gadol Hador did not
enjoy the attention. He was unhappy and went to his Rebbe to inquire why a non-Jew had possibly died at his hand. R’
Nosson closed his eyes and said, “Don’t be concerned. This man was a descendant of Amalek and you were correct to hit him!”
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Shaul HaMelech was exceedingly humble and compassio-
nate. Upon the direct command of Hashem, he was to set
aside his sympathy and eradicate the tyrannical nation of
Amalek. He waged a successful war, but in his misdirected
righteousness, he allowed the best of the cattle to remain,
which ultimately caused him to lose his kingdom.

R’ Ahron Leib Shteinman z¢’I (Ayeles Hashachar) asks
that Chazal teach us: “He who is merciful to the cruel will
end up being cruel to the merciful.” If a person can find a
way to be compassionate to a cruel person, how much more
compassion might he feel for someone who is merciful?

He explains that the Torah clearly identifies Amalek as the
epitome of cruelty and evil. The battle between the Jewish
Nation and Amalek was not just between two warring
factions, but rather a symbolic fight between good and bad.
When battling evil, one must never lend credence to it, for
once evil is legitimized, the good becomes affected as well.
Amalek was so malevolently wicked, that any interaction
with them at all would weaken Klal Yisroel irreversibly.

Each individual has an internal battle raging inside of him
between his 230 % — good inclination, and ¥y 2% — evil
inclination, and although the evil may be masked with good
intentions, a person needs to learn to separate the two and
thereby not allow the evil to have a voice at all.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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If one brings a Korban Olah to Hashem he may only bring it from two types of birds; turtle doves and young doves.
Rashi quotes the Toras Kohanim that, “The word 'y (from) occurring twice in this posuk comes to exclude birds whose
feathers have just begun to become reddish in both species, to teach us that they are unfit for korbanos (sacrifices), for they
are too old to be qualified as ‘young doves,’ and they are too young to be qualified as old (adult) ‘turtle-doves.’”

The Ramban tells us that these birds were chosen because they clearly mirror the relationship between Hashem and
Klal Yisroel. Turtle doves are monogamous and have only one mate, whereas most birds are not loyal to their mates. They
are so loyal that if one partner dies the other partner will remain alone for the rest of its life. The Ramban continues to say
that the same is true of Klal Yisroel. They cling to Hashem exclusively, and they will never forsake him. They also have
another quality of loyalty to the nest in which they hatched, while other birds will abandon their nest and never return.

My machshava here is this; Klal Yisroel is loyal to Hashem. And also to His Torah, the nest in which we were nurtured
by our parents and grandparents. Therefore, Hashem designated them as the only birds to be brought as a Korban.

In this same vein, we may learn a lesson that applies to life in general. A young man grows and matures in yeshivah and
at home, but one can only see his level of loyalty when he leaves the warmth and comfort of that protective “nest.” A true
yeshivah bochur, a young man who learns Torah and absorbs its everlasting codes of conduct, would never forget the nest
in which he was raised by his parents and always show proper hakaras hatov to them by remaining loyal to the source of

his upbringing throughout their lives and alffording them the respect and nachas which they so richly deserve.
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Yom: One year at his Purim Seudah, the Rebbe of Boynhad
(Hungary), R’ Dovid Moskowitz zt”l, was drinking with
his Chassidim and in a heightened state of intoxication, he
told over the following unusual tale: It was the day after
Purim, Shushan Purim, and two bedraggled paupers were
comparing the amount of money they collected from the
previous day. One beggar pulls out a wad of cash and says,
“To tell you the truth, I don’t think the goyim are too bad
after all!” His friend looked at him strangely.

“What I mean,” said the first pauper is that thanks to
Haman Harasha, I have all this money. What a great favor
that evil guy did for us! Look at all this money I made just
from Matanos L’evyonim alone, not to mention all the
money people gave me when I went around all day
collecting in shuls and people’s homes!”

a wad of cash but he wasn’t so happy like his friend.

“Bah,” he spat out, with a sigh. “You think this makes
the goyim so great! Believe me, the money that Haman got
us on Purim, will all go straight to Pharaoh on Pesach! The
favor that one goy did for us yesterday, the other goy will
grab away when it comes to all the Pesach expenses! So
you can keep both goyim, as far as I'm concerned!”

Ywm3: This is one silly way to look at the difference between
Purim and Pesach. The Pupa Rebbe, R’ Yosef Grunwald
zt”’l, would look at it another way. At his Purim seuda, he
would say, “Chazal tell us that thirty days before Pesach, we
must begin learning the halachos of Yom Tov. Well, Purim is
30 days before Pesach, so now is the time to begin cleaning
for Pesach.” He put his hands into his pockets and would
declare, “T am ‘cleaning out’ my pockets of any coins, which
on a day like today, are deemed ‘chametz’ and must be given
away or thrown out. I choose to give it all away - to all the

But ‘}he second pauer was 1{101’16 too thrilled. He tg)o‘lhad“ o0r peo le and anyone who stretcl}lgéout his hand in need!”
SRS, PR R,
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When a soul will bring a korban mincha...” Since when does a soul bring a korban? A human being brings a korban!
Rashi tells us that a korban mincha is a ™y y27p" - a simple sacrifice made out of flour. It is very different than the big
expensive ox that is brought as a ©®n5v or an NYw. Only by this simple mincha does the Torah write: "7pn » wan" because it
is as if he sacrificed his SOUL! When one learns Torah and does mitzvos it is very easy to get caught up in the superficiality.
How brilliant are his chiddushei Torah, or how expensive is his silver menorah!? All this is NOT the point. The question is
how much did you sacrifice your neshama - how much effort and heart did you put in - to learn Torah or to perform a mitzvah?
Unfortunately we are living in a generation called “Survival of the Fittest.” But the reality is that not all boys excel in yeshivah
equally - and if he can’t than he falls. Today, it doesn’t matter how much hasmada he has, it depends on how “muchshar”
(talented) he is. If he is blessed with a phenomenal mind then he can succeed; if not then he will have a difficult time being
accepted to a “top” yeshivah. Is every single boy given the same intellectual capabilities that they are forced to perform on a
level that they are not on? Is this fair? The Torah tells us so clearly that the main aspect of avodas Hashem, either in Torah or
mitzvos, is NOT the result but rather the effort! When a boy of lesser capabilities puts his NEFESH into his learning - even if
the result is simple flour - that is MORE beloved to Hashem than a boy who comes up with brilliant chiddushei Torah without
putting in his heart and soul into it. Hashem WANTS our nefesh. It is the simple korban ani, the self sacrifice of a true oved
Hashem that is most beloved in the eyes of the Creator and we, the parents and mechanchim of the “jungle” (the Mosdos

according to some) would be wise if we would get our priorities straight so that we can give every neshama a chance to shine.




