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Rashi comments that the word nowaoan” - "Concubines”, is written
without the second ', because Avrohom had only one concubine, Hagar
and Keturah, being the same person. If so, why does the word end with the
suffix »o” which denotes the plural?

The Vilna Gaon, R' Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L, quotes the gemara
(v NLD) that states, "The ny>ovw- Divine Presence, rests between husband
and wife." The word "¢ - "man” (in this case referring to the husband)
contains the letter ', while the word "nwN» - "woman" (referring to the
wife) contains the letter . Add to these, the letters v and i, which are
included in the word »nawmn>» - "marriage contract” and the resultant word
is the "N OV - the Divine Name of G-d. That is the true meaning of the
gemara, that the actual Divine Presence rests between husband and wife
when they maintain a proper n2n>. However, a ¥ - concubine, is
considered to be in a state of marriage without a proper Jewish marriage
contract and is thus missing the letters " and 7, which is a lack of half
the Divine Name. This, then, may be reflected in the word »owabar as it is
written in the Torah, as a contraction of Ow 399 - half a name.
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R' Yisroel Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L would say:
"The Almighty has sent you into this world on an appointed errand. It is
His will that you accomplish your errand in a state of joy. Sadness implies
an unwillingness to carry out the Almighty's will!"

R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT"L (Alter of Kelm) would say:

"A patient does not become angry with his doctor if he tells him he is ill.
Once he is aware of the illness, he can work on a cure. Similarly, do not
become angry at someone who points out your faults since then you will be
able to correct them."

R' Avrohom Ben HaRambam ZT"L would say:
"Do not yearn for any other situation in the world besides the one you
actually find yourself in!"
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why did Avrohom go to all the trouble of bringing a wife from a far-away
land for his son, when Yitzchok could have simply married his sister?"

The Litvak scratched his head, not knowing how to answer. "It would
seem," said the rebbe, "that Yitzchok wanted to marry a real-life, factual
wife, as opposed to one that is not explicitly cited in the posuk but is
derived by the gemara and the medrash from the word »>53". And do you
want to know the readon for this preference? Obviously, because if
someone were to come and refute this Talmudic teaching - Yitzchok
would then be left without a wife!"

The Chassidishe Rebbe smiled. "Similarly, a meal that consists of real
food is a factual meal. There is nothing to dispute. However, a 'meal' that
consists of Torah learning and discussion alone, is unreliable, because if
someone were to come and refute the entire discussion and the learning
that was done - the entire 'meal' is as if it never was!"
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Hashem had made a promise to Avrohom to give him and his
descendants, the Land of Israel. However, we see here that Avrohom was
required to purchase the land for Sarah's burial. Why must he do so?
Answers R' Chaim Volozhiner ZT"L, this episode was the last of the
ten trials that Avrohom was given to test his resolve and faith in the
Almighty and to tap into the many potential capabilities and strengths that
he possessed. He passed the test with flying colors and not even for a
moment did he doubt the promise that Hashem would one day give Eretz
Yisroel to his descendants. Even if he had to pay for it himself. He did not
allow any feelings of skepticism to creep into his mind. Chazal tell us that
this aspect of Avrohom's conduct is one that we should all try to emulate.
R' Chaim writes further, that Avrohom Avinu's successful completion
of this test was not only a model of behavior for us to use as an example
throughout the generations, but on a deeper level, it implanted in the
Jewish people the capacity to endure hardship and difficult situations with
patience, tolerance and capability, as they know that eventually Hashem's
promises will always be fulfilled and salvation will always come to
fruition. It is for this reason that Avrohom is referred to as "Our Father
Avrohom"; on a historically grand scale, Avrohom Avinu infused his
illustrious qualities into the psyche of the entire Jewish people.
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On Shabbos, one is required to partake of three meals. The third and
last meal, however, is omitted in certain Litvishe circles and instead,
Torah learning and discussions of Medrash and Aggadah are conducted.
Chassidim, on the other hand, tend to be scrupulous in observing this
mitzvah and a formal meal is eaten.

"Why must you eat the third meal?" a Chassidishe Rebbe was once
asked by a Litvishe Rov. In reply, he said, "A discussion of Torah cannot
be a substitute for an actual meal."

The questioner persisted. "But why go through all the trouble of
preparing and eating a meal, when you could simply open a sefer and
learn, thereby saving yourself the entire effort and expense of a full meal.”

The rebbe looked at the questioner and began to explain, "In this
week's parsha, we learn that Avrohom Avinu sent his servant, Eliezer, to
find a wife for his son Yitzchok. Avrohom was adamant that Yitzchok not
marry a woman from a pagan population and that included his immediate
environment. But why was this all necessary? The Torah tells us,

1”991 DN NN TN /M DDA XA Py 0NN - "And Avrohom became old
in his days and Hashem blessed him with everything". The gemara
explains that #9221 was actually the name of Avrohom's daughter. Now,
since marriage between brother and sister was, at that time, permitted,
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