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possession in this uncertain world that he can truly be

assured will remain his own. Unfortunately, says R’

Yissocher Frand Shlit’a, we see all too often that one day

a person can be worth seven million dollars and the next
A SERIES IN HALACHAH Wb
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ‘

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (65)
A Halachic Appeal to Readers. The weeks after Shavuos are

typically a time of simchos and joyous events. Boruch Hashem,

many weddings are celebrated and it would seem that if people

would be more careful keeping certain halachos, more simchos
will take place. In keeping with our series on the laws of N>

Ny, I believe the time is ripe to suggest A NEW CUSTOM.

oy 1o After the Kabolas Panim. After the kabolos

ponim (pre-chupah receptions for both the choson and kallah)
or smorgasbord, many men and ladies do not say a n»nX1272.

This is a surprising phenomenon; but it has been confirmed and

verified. There are four suggestions to improve the situation.

1) Atthe end of the kabolos panim before the choson walks in
to badekin (placing the veil over the kallah), it should be
announced that all should say the appropriate mMINN M2,

2) It should be announced that all those who want to be yotze
(fulfill their obligation), can listen to a mMNN 1573, and
someone should make the berachos in a loud voice for all to
hear (not using the musician’s microphone).

3) At the same time, a designated man should notify his wife
in the ladies section (possibly by cell phone) that the choson
is about to come in and the same should be done in the
ladies section to make sure that all say or hear the berachos.
(N Y20 NN NN YD DI DN WD DN))

4) “Al Hamichya” cards should be placed on the tables which
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Rabbeinu Moshe ben Nachman ZT”’L (Ramba’n in Shaar Hagmul) writes:

day he can be worth seven dollars. One never knows what
will happen tomorrow. The only thing that a person can be
assured of is that the merit of the tzedakah he gives away
will remain with him forever and forever.
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can be later collected and used again.

Note: It is my contention that those who are able to be 15w
0190 NN in their cities will bring parnassah and simchos to
themselves and others. I welcome any and all suggestions.
Eating and Drinking While Standing. The Poskim (1) write
that a person should not eat while standing. The Gemara (2 says
that it is not healthy and weakens the body. The Rambam (3) lists
it as part of Torah manners (YW 77T ™950). A Talmid Chacham
must beeven more careful than regular men and women @). Also
according to the Sages of Kabbalah (5) it is undesirable to stand
while eating. Many of the pre-chupah receptions, especially in
the ladies section, do not provide for much seating, which may
cause literally hundreds of people to violate this halacha. It’s
true that some halls charge per chair, but “Halacha is Halacha!!”
Bread on Tablefor Bentching. At many weddings the tables are
cleaned and moved so that the dancing can continue, and there
is no bread left on the tables for bentching. Someone should be
responsible to ensure that bread is on the table for bentching ).
Berachos on Viennese Table Foods. On normal dessert foods
in a bread meal, one says a MWK N5 but not a MMINX MDA
because bentching exempts him. Yet when the bread and other
foods are taken away the Gemara 7)saysto make both berachos
on all the foods eaten. This seems to apply to our “Viennese
Tables” and we should be saying both berachos on every food
or drink 8. One should ask his Rav’s opinion.

M YT MM (3) .Y PO (2) Y0P 209 INA (1)
972N MIWN KO Y (5) 189 Jpwh W¥Nn (4)
P09 Y (8) NN M2 (7) N:9Pp N"IN (6) VAN
NIYp MAWn

“The posuk in Tehillim (n-N) says: ‘Hashem tests the righteous.” Hashem does this in order to extract the latent,
potential powers of faith from their inner selves and bring it forth to fruition. Hashem, Himself, knows what
tremendous strength of character rzaddikim possess, but He wishes that they should also know for themselves.”

The Rem’a, R’ Moshe Isserles ZT”L (Toras Haolah) would say:

“Chazal seem to have conflicting views about a Nazir. Shmuel held that a Nazir is a sinner based on the posuk: ‘Make
atonement for him (Nazir) for he sinned by reason of the soul.’ Rav Elazar, however, held that he is termed ‘Holy’ as
it says: ‘He shall be holy.” The answer is that sanctity for the Nazir lies ahead; only after he has fulfilled his vow has he
reached his ‘golden’ means. During his withdrawal period, though, he is termed a ‘sinner’ because abstention of itself
is evil. A Nazir is only holy with respect to his future good effect; until then, his actions are considered sins.”

A Wise Man would say:

“You don’t have to be great to get started but you have to get started to be great

172

MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS MOSHE WACHSMAN ON THE BAR MITZYAH OF THEIR SON, TZVI ")
MAY HE BE & SOURCE OF NACHAS TO HIS PARENTS, HIS FAMILY AND ALL OF KLAL YISROEL

GREAT NEWS! THE NEXT “TORAH TAVLIN” BOOK/SEFER IS BEING PUBLISHED! SPONSORSHIPS/DEDICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE!
TO DEDICATE A DAY OR WEEK OF TORAH TAVLIN IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE, A SIMCHA OR JUST FOR THE ZECHUS, OR TO
YAHOO.COM OR CALL: 845-821-6200.

RECEIVE THE WEEKLY TORAH TAVLIN FREE, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTA VLIN
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The Gaza War was a three-week military conflict that took place in the Gaza Strip during the winter of 2008—2009.
It was dubbed Operation Cast Lead or in Hebrew, Mivtza Oferet Yetzuka. Dvir Aminolav was the first Israeli soldier
killed in that short but terrible war. His father died of cancer two years earlier. Dvir had been the only son among
daughters and had taken on many paternal responsibilities in the family. His loss was particularly traumatic.

On his birthday, family and friends gathered around his grave, where his mother, Dalya shared this moving story.

Dalya missed her son, Dvir, terribly. One night before she went to bed, she said in a loud voice, “G-d, give me a sign, give
me a hug from Dvir so that I will know that his death had some meaning.” It was quite some time before she fell sleep.

That week her daughter asked her to accompany her to a musical performance at chotzot hayotzer near the Jaffa gate.
Dalya, feeling quite depressed, did not want to go to the concert, but she didn’t want to disappoint her daughter either
and agreed to go half-heartedly. The concert was a bit delayed. As the musicians were warming up, tuning their
instruments, and testing the speaker system, a two-year-old boy, with beautiful blond curls, looking like a little angel,
began wandering through the stands. Without the slightest bit of self-consciousness, he walked right up to Dalya’s seat
and touched her on the shoulder. A preschool teacher, Dalya turned around, saw the boy and smiled warmly.

“What’s your name?” Dalya asked in a soft and kind voice.

“Eshel,” the boy replied.

“That’s a nice name. Do you want to be my friend, Eshel?”” The boy nodded in reply and sat down next to Dalya.

Eshel’s parents, were sitting two rows above. Seeing their little boy bothering Dalya below, they asked him to come
back up. But Dalya insisted that everything was fine.

“I have a brother named Dvir,” two-year-old Eshel chimed in, as only little children can do. Dalya was shocked to
hear the name of her beloved son, and walked up the two rows to where Eshel’s parents were sitting. She saw a baby in
his carriage, and apologizing, she asked, “If you don’t mind me asking, how old is your baby and when was he born?”

The baby’s mother replied, “He was born right after the war in Gaza, Oferet Yetzuka. Six months ago to be precise.”

Dalya swallowed hard. “Do you mind if I ask one more question?”” The mother said not at all and Dalya asked,
“Please tell me, why did you choose to name him Dvir?”

Baby Dvir’s mother began to explain. “I am an officer dealing with wounded soldiers in the army. When I was at the
end of my pregnancy, the doctors suspected the fetus may have a very serious birth defect. Since it was the end of the
pregnancy, there was little the doctors could do for me and my baby and I just had to wait and see how things would turn
out. When I went home that night, the news reported that the first casualty in the war was a soldier named Dvir. I was so
saddened by this news that I decided to make a deal with G-d. ‘If you give me a healthy son,” I said in my prayer, ‘I
promise to name him Dvir in memory of the soldier that was killed.””

Dalya, the mother of Dvir, stood with her mouth open. After a long silence, she said quietly, “IT am Dvir’s mother.”

The young parents didn’t believe her. She repeated, “Yes, it’s true. I am Dvir’s mother. My name is Dalya Aminalov,
from Pisgat Zeev.”

With a sudden inspiration, Baby Dvir’s mother handed Dalya the baby and said, “Dvir wants to give you a hug.”

Dalya held the little baby boy in her arms and looked into his angelic face. The emotion she felt at that moment was
overwhelming. She had asked for a hug from Dvir - and she could trulx feel his warm and loving embrace.
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517:: There was once a king who had a very wealthy Jew
living in his kingdom. The king had advisors who were
jealous of the Jew and they complained to the king that the
Jew was hoarding the palace’s wealth.

The king was suspicious and he asked the Jew what his
net worth was. The Jew quoted a figure to the king. The
king looked at him and said, “I know that is a lie. You are
probably worth four or five times that much. Why did you
tell me such a transparent falsehood?”’

The Jew answered the king, “The figure that I quoted to

you as being my net worth is really the amount of charity
that I have given over the years. That is the only money
that I know I really ‘have.” Even if I have wealth and large
sums of money, tomorrow you may decide to confiscate
my money and I will have nothing. I cannot count money
which I may lose in an instant as part of my net worth.
Only that which is mine to keep - the charity that I have
already given away - is truly considered my net worth.”

Swma: This is the meaning of the posuk: “That which a
person gives to the Kohen will be his.” That is the only
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In the Parsha dealing with a Sotah (woman suspected of
infidelity), the Torah tells us that if it is found to be true
that she has defiled herself, the “Sotah water” that she is
made to drink will cause, “her stomach to distend (expand)
and her thigh to collapse.” If the woman is pure, however,
and has not tainted herself, she will remain unharmed and
soon become pregnant with a child. Rashi quotes the
gemara (72 NVYO) who states the opinion of Rabi Akiva,
that if she had been barren, she will now conceive. Rabi
Yishmael is of adifferent opinion: “If she usually gave birth
in pain, she will now give birth with ease. If she gave birth
to dark (skin), she will give birth to light.” At any rate,
both agree that the Sotah profited from the experience.

The question, though, is why? Why does this woman
deserve a reward? Here is a person whose husband warned
her not to be alone with a certain man. Paying no attention
to his warning, she secluded herself anyway and behaved
in an unbecoming manner. Why, then, does an immodest
woman like her wind up benefiting in the long run?

For a proper understanding, writes R’ Eliyahu Lopian
ZT”L, we must view this woman’s actions from a
different perspective. By secluding herself with this man in
defiance of her husband’s warning, there is no question
that she is a weak person who has trouble controlling the
whims and entreaties of her yerzer hara. This being the case,
why did she not commit the sinful act itself? Obviously the
water proved that she had not - although she came mighty
close! There can be only one explanation: That in the final
moment before the sin came to pass, just before she went
over the proverbial “slippery slope”, she overcame her
passion for sin and remained pure! It is for subduing her
evil inclination that she merits a heavenly reward.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS “&W
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If Hashem is already blessing you, why must He also
protect you? At the very least, let Hashem bless you that
you should be protected?!

The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh, Rabbeinu Chaim ben
Attar ZT”L explains with a parable of a poor man living
in a run-down shack, without any furniture or possessions.
Such a man has nothing in his home and therefore he has
nothing to protect. He probably would not even lock his
door. One night, he heard noises in the middle of the night;
the sounds of a thief who had easily walked into his home.
The poor man announced, “Thank goodness you came! Let
us search together, and perhaps between the two of us we
might find something!” The more wealth one amasses,
however, the more he must protect his belongings, starting
from a simple door lock, down to a complex alarm system.
This is the beracha of this posuk: Hashem should bless you
to the point where you need protection. And then, Hashem
should protect you as well!

This holds true regarding spirituality also. Chazal teach
us: “Whoever is greater than his friend - his evil
inclination is greater.” The danger to a more righteous
person is more threatening for the success of the yetzer
hara - evil inclination, is much greater if he can overcome
the righteous one. R’ Pinchos Menachem Alter ZT”L
(Pnei Menachem) once told someone: “When a pebble gets
into my shoe, I cannot walk; yet, the Bedouins walk barefoot
on rough turf exposed to the scorching hot sun. They feel
neither the sharp rocks nor the seething heat. Would I prefer
to remove my shoes and walk like a Bedouin? Of course
not! Similarly, a person on a lower level of spirituality
feels much less sensitivity to his loss than a great man on a
higher level. He deserves more compassion for his loss.”

ﬂgﬂ“ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
L) R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The order of the berachos in Birchas Kohanim is a bit puzzling. First it says Hashem should bless you and watch over
you. This is referring to wealth. Then He should shine His face upon you ... this is referring to fear of Heaven and avodas
Hashem. And last but not least, you are blessed with peace. But this is questionable: Shouldn’t the beracha for ruchniyus
come before gashmius? You would think, right? And why is peace the last beracha, rather than the first?

R’ Simcha Hakohen Sheps ZT"’L, the Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaas, explains that the true blessing of wealth does
not mean having a lot of money. Far from it! In fact, sometimes too much wealth can be a person’s greatest curse, due to
jealousy, competition and lust for more and more money, which is the nature of man. This beracha for mawy (riches) in
Birchas Kohanim is therefore a blessing for contentment, satisfaction and joy in what one has! For only when one is truly
happy with his lot, can he shteig in Torah and avodas Hashem!

Subsequently, this contentment brings an individual to the ultimate blessing from Hakadosh Boruch Hu, the blessing of
sholom - peace. But not just any peace; we refer here to inner peace, which is the definition of true physical and spiritual
wealth. This is shlaimus - a complete and wholesome perfection that is the goal of every Jew.

In Eretz Yisroel, the Kohanim bless the people each and every day. But even in Chutz L’aretz, where Birkas Kohanim is
done much less frequently, may we all aspire to a true Shlaimus as we answer amen to the beautiful Birchas Kohanim.




