
 b ktrahn ost kf kufh uca ',ugucav dj ouh ka u,kgn vkus
'uhagn smn hutru iudv ubht ot ;t vausev vru,v ,rtvk ,ufzk
,srk thv vru,v ka v,kudx 'if kg hf 'vz ouhk vbfv vaga sckcu
vzcu ',ureh rutc oa rhtvku ohfunbvu ohkptv ,unuenk ;t
,kcec uzkg ohbu,j,u uaa ohbuhkg" rnta iyhhpv hrcs uarp,h
"ohbu,j,"u 'vbuhkgv vdrsv hkgc kg znur "ohbuhkg" '"hbhxn vru,
sjtf okufa 'ohna ,trhu vru,c vfunbv vdrsv hkgc kg znur
'vru,v jf tuv cru kusd hf 'vru, ,kce ouhc ohzkugu ohjna
,h,j, kuta lu,n u,ukgvku ohkpaca kpav ,t luank u,kfhca

/vfvkgbu vucd ouenk sg k"jr
ratf 'jxpv dj hnhc i,hbv jfv in r,uh kusd jf tuv vz jfu    
hrga y"nn ktrah hbc utmha vna ohausev ohrpxc rtucn
ukpb cua f"jtu 'xb vagn tkt vhv tk 'jxpv djc vtnuy
,t udhav zta vru, i,n ouh sg onmgc kungk ufrmuvu o,drsnn

/oshc unhhe,ba ,uh,hntv ,ukgnv
    ±±±±    ̀̀̀̀ zzzzeeeellllbbbbnnnn    ooooeeeewwwwttttiiii    zzzzeeeerrrreeeeaaaayyyyaaaa
zzzzeeeeiiiinnnnyyyybbbbaaaa    mmmm`̀̀̀eeee    zzzzeeeeiiiippppggggeeeexxxxaaaa    mmmm`̀̀̀

    eiueph ,ugucaca rnuta wev rvuzv hrcs ,t ohntu, ohrcsv
,hkkf ,ugnan vc ah ,ukdv in vthmhvu 'vru,v jfc t,ukdn
,uscgn okug ,kutd ,"hav ubktdh uc vsuepv ouh kg ,xjuhnv
kufha sjtu sjt kf kg ,hyrp ,ugnan od vc ah lt ',urhjk
,ucdab ,ukgnk ,ukg,vku uka ,uhrnujv sucghan vz ouhc ktdhvk

/wev vru,v jfc
    zzzzeeee`̀̀̀xxxxddddllll    iiiicccckkkk    ±±±±    mmmmkkkkllll    iiiinnnnpppp    ooooppppiiiirrrraaaa    zzzzxxxxvvvvrrrraaaa
zzzzeeeeiiiinnnnyyyybbbbdddd    iiiippppttttnnnn    ddddppppiiiibbbbnnnn    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    ggggkkkkyyyy

    evnk [s"xc khgk rtc,b rcfa vnk ;xub] ogy ,,k rapt vzc
thv vzc vbuufva '"ofk hnb ibhgcs ,rmgc ohsun kfv" trndc urnta
rtacu sugca 'ohnhv rtan vbua tuv vru, i,n ouha ubhsnkk
ostv ,t oadk vkukg ,uhnadv hbhbgc ,uexg,vv hrv ohnhv

 

'lfk auajk iht vru, i,n ouhca hrv ',hbrujt ,ukgn vnf ushruvku
ohfunbv ,ujfv kf ,t uhpbfc vkgna vru,v jf kusd ratc
vtruv thva " uz vtruv znrk hsfu 'vkgn ka vausec oasenu
vz ouhc kuftk k"z ubhnfj uuhm " vru,v sunhk jf ksud kg ,hsuxh

 /ouhv ka usucfk ohngyn kfu ohdsu rac
mmmmkkkkffffeeeerrrrnnnn    ̀̀̀̀ iiiidddd    ''''dddd    zzzzeeeeeeeeccccgggg

    euaa ohbuhkg" iyhhpv hrcs ,t sug ohgyvk rapt vz rutk
kkf lrsca ohbuhkgv ;ta '"hbhxn vru, ,kcec uzkg ohbu,j,u
vuuka o,gs ihtu ',uhnad hbhbgc ,uexg,vv hbpn shn, ohaauj
onmgc ohhek ohkufh vru,v ,kce ouhc ouen kfn 'vzn ovhkg
hf wufu ohe,nn u,au ohbnan ukft" (h j vhnjb) rntba tren
ubhhvu '"ofzugn thv wv ,uusj hf 'ucmg, ktu 'ubhbustk ouhv ause
ouhc junak ohkufh "ohbuhkg" ,drsc ova ukt ;ta '"uaa ohbuhkg"
vjnav ivu 'u,au kuft dubg,c vjna iv 'gnan h,r, vjna 'vz
,nrud k"bv v,anvu kftnv ka ,uhnad hbhbgc ,uexg,vv ihta

/hbjur ezhv ordu ezhv oua ovk
zzzzeeeellllttttyyyyaaaaeeee    ''''dddd    mmmmyyyyllll    eeeezzzzeeeeyyyyrrrrllll    ----    aaaaeeeehhhh    ddddyyyyrrrrnnnn    llllkkkk

    dvkugpu vumn kfca 'ohausev ohrpxv uc,fa vn gush vb
,t thmuvk lhrmu /ohna oak vc ihufk uhkg 'vaug ktrahn osta

 /wv oak ,tz vauga rntha ubhhvu 'vpc vbuufv
  c,f lf    exbgwzhkn lknhkt hcr e"vdv(ws ,ut) wiye khygmwc 

,umnc iv 'vkp,c iv 'vru,c iv 'okugca ohrcsv kfc" :k"zu
sujh oak ,tz vaug hbhrv 'iuakv vzc rnuk unmg ,t khdrh ',uhagn
,t khdrhu 'una lrc,h trucvk jur ,jb ,uagk vh,bhfau v"cue
vrtv ahdrh inzv lanvcu 'ckv ,uhnhbpu ,uhfu,c ,tz rnuk unmg

 /k"fg '"uz vrhntc vkusd
jur ,jb ,uagk sujh oak 'lf rnuk unmg ,t khdrn osta h"g     
,uagku 'wv oak uhhj kf ,t ,uhjk unmg ,t tuv khdrn 'lrc,h truck
',hmrbv ,hkf,k ghdn tuv vzcu 'trucv oak ubhhv 'vnak rcs kf

  

vrurc vban (4) oa c"gr (3) t:ge j"ut (2) d:d (1)
ijka (8) oa ktrah ,rtp, (7) d:d (6) oa (5) t:ge
ijka (10) oa ,uct ohhj jur (9) j"hr wng ruvyv

c"x, wc ohrcs zguk ogn yuekh (11) y"hr wng ruvyv
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       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (23)

Saying Divrei Torah at a Meal. As the Yom Tov of Shavuos

approaches and we celebrate the giving of the Torah, we also

need to strengthen ourselves in the study of Torah. One very

practical area is the very topic of this halacha series: The

Torah Table. The Mishnah (1) in Pirkei Avos teaches us the

importance of saying words of Torah at the table, turning it into

an altar, and elevating the food into the status of a korbon

(sacrifice). Of course, one should be careful not to talk, even

Divrei Torah, with food in his mouth (2).  
What is Considered Divrei Torah? There is a minority

opinion (3) which holds that reciting Birchas Hamazon counts as

having said words of Torah. The logic of this opinion might be

that since one could have eaten foods that only require a short

after-beracha, yet he chose to eat bread and recite bentching

(which includes many posukim), those posukim count like

Divrei Torah. However, one should not rely on this opinion (4).
Reciting Tehillim. There are certain chapters of Tehillim that

many say during a meal. Some say chapter 23 (susk runzn) at the

beginning of the meal right after Hamotze to fulfill the words of

the Zohar that one should pray for ongoing sustenance before

he eats. Chapter 23 has posukim that count for this. Others say

chapter 137 (kcc ,urvb kg) at the end of the meal to fulfill the

words of Chazal that one should remember the exile and the

destruction of the Beis Hamikdash at a meal. At Shabbos and

Yom Tov meals we substitute this with chapter 126 (,ukgnv rha)
which is a bit more comforting. This is also done erev Shabbos

or erev Yom Tov, and on any other day that we don’t say

tachanun, after halachic midday. The Poskim (5) rule that these

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

chapters of Tehillim, even though they are said for other specific

purposes, are considered like saying Torah by a meal. 
The Preferred Learning. The ideal way for one to fulfill the

requirement to say words of Torah at a meal, is to have a set

portion of basic learning at each meal, even if it is minimal in

amount. The author of the Shulchan Aruch, Rabbeinu Yosef

Karo ZT”L, was instructed by the Maggid (a heavenly

messenger sent to teach him Torah), that he should study

Mishnayos by each meal. Many people carry a pocket

Mishnayos or Kitzur Shulchan Aruch on them and learn a

Mishnah or Halacha at each meal. After a short time, they are

amazed at the amount of knowledge they have amassed. If

someone would start such a project (bli neder) in conjunction

with Shavuos that would be a real true acceptance of the Torah. 
Learning with Another Person. When there is another person

at the meal, it is clear from the wording of the Mishna (6) in Avos

that there should be words of Torah “between them” (ovhbhc)
whenever appropriate and not just “each man in his corner.” 

Non-Bread Meal. It seems logical that even by a non-bread

(mezonos) meal, this halacha should be fulfilled, especially

nowadays when many do not wash as often as people used to.

The Deeper Reasons for this Requirement.

To show one’s purpose in eating is to learn and live Torah (7).

A person can fall spiritually in his lust for food and the Divrei

Torah elevates him and prevents him from falling (8).

Words of Torah elevate the food spiritually (9).
Just as the food nurtures the body Torah nurtures the soul (10).

Just as the korbonos were accompanied by the songs of the

Leviim, we accompany our meal with the song of Torah (11).

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)
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        R’ Yechiel Perr Shlit’a (Rosh Yeshivah Derech Aysun) would say:

   “Why is Chag HaShavuos, the holiday which commemorates the giving of the Torah, celebrated on the sixth day of

Sivan, even though the halacha is in accordance with Rav Yosi, who contends that the Torah was actually given on Har

Sinai on the seventh of Sivan (:up ,ca)? While it is true that c,fca vru, (Written Torah) was given on the seventh, vru,
vp kgca (Oral Torah) was actually conceived on the sixth, when Moshe Rabbeinu issued a rabbinic ordinance delaying

Matan Torah for one day. This ruling is in itself ‘Oral Torah’ and thus we celebrate this event on the sixth day of Sivan.”

R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

    “Ever since Kabbolas HaTorah, when the Jewish people heard G-d Himself declare, ‘I am the L-rd your G-d,’ the

quality of wvyuap vbuntw - simple faith, has been indelibly engraved upon the Jewish soul. It is with this pure faith that

Jews believe that everything that happens in the world is directly controlled by Divine Providence.”

A Wise Man would say: 

   “The Torah implanted a fire into the soul of every Jew, for he who has no fire in himself cannot warm others!”
THIS SPECIAL DOUBLE ISSUE DEDICATED BY MR & MRS DOVI BLONDER IN HONOR OF HIS PARENTS



    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ooooyyyyrrrr    xxxxddddddddeeee    xxxxtttteeeeyyyydddd    lllleeeewwww    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmiiiicccciiiittttlllldddd    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    zzzzeeeelllleeeewwwwdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiii`̀̀̀eeeexxxx    mmmmrrrrdddd    llllkkkkeeee((((eeeehhhh----kkkk    zzzzeeeennnnyyyy))))

axd z`n                                                                                             zexxerzd ixace miig igwl  mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                              iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep

    ddddffffdddd    zzzzeeeerrrreeeeaaaayyyydddd    bbbbgggg    mmmmeeeeiiii    zzzz`̀̀̀    ooooeeeeyyyyyyyyllll    mmmmiiiippppnnnnffffeeee    mmmmiiiibbbbgggg    ddddggggnnnnyyyyllll    mmmmiiiiccccrrrreeeennnn    ddddaaaadddd`̀̀̀aaaa    eeeeppppiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    eeeeppppllll    oooozzzzzzzzeeee
    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀iiiivvvviiiillll    xxxxkkkkffff    yyyycccceeeewwww    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxwwwwnnnn    eeeeppppiiiizzzzxxxxeeeezzzz    oooozzzznnnn    oooonnnnffff((((zzzzeeeerrrreeeeaaaayyyydddd    bbbbggggllll    yyyyeeeecccciiiiwwww))))    

ddddxxxxeeeezzzzaaaa    zzzzeeeellllnnnnrrrraaaa    yyyyiiiiyyyy    ̀̀̀̀ llllttttppppdddd    bbbbeeeepppprrrrzzzzdddd    ooooiiiipppprrrraaaa
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      “Don’t worry,” said the bride’s father with a smile. “My

daughter and I both know that she will live a simpler life

from now on. I merely arrived here in this way so that you

would appreciate where she came from and always do your

best to give her everything that you can.” 
llllyyyynnnnpppp: By Kabbolas HaTorah, the posuk states: “The entire

Nation saw the thunder and the flames, the sound of the

shofar and the smoking mountain.” Hashem had many

ways to present the Torah to Bnei Yisroel. What was the

purpose of this grand spectacle? R’ Moshe Sternbuch

Shlit’a explains that the Torah is the daughter of Hashem,

the King of Kings, who betrothed her to a “commoner.” In

order to remind us of the Torah’s glorious origins, Hashem

gave her away amidst a spectacular show of fire and sound.

llllyyyynnnn: A certain rich man once betrothed his daughter to a

fine, albeit poor, young man. They agreed that the wedding

would take place in the young man’s town on a certain date,

and that the young couple would settle in that town. 

    When the wedding date approached, the bride and her
family set out in a golden carriage. In every town through

which they passed, the bride’s father spent money lavishly,

and the newspapers reported on the fabulous wealth of the

bride’s family. In the groom’s town, the bride's family was

greeted as royalty. 

      Yet the bride’s father saw that the groom himself looked

a bit troubled. When he inquired as to why, he was told,

“Even with your daughter’s generous dowry, how will I

ever maintain the lifestyle she is used to?” 

7

    iiiixxxxeeeeaaaarrrrzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    mmmmbbbbeeee    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀    ddddccccyyyyaaaa    hhhhwwwwllllllll    iiiikkkkllllzzzz    llll`̀̀̀    iiiizzzzaaaa    zzzzrrrrnnnnyyyy    ̀̀̀̀ eeeelllldddd    zzzzeeeexxxx    llll`̀̀̀    ffffrrrreeeeaaaa    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee
        ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiizzzzxxxxrrrrpppp    mmmmrrrr    ooooiiiiwwwwaaaacccczzzz    ddddkkkkeeee    ddddffffnnnn((((gggg----aaaa    zzzzeeeexxxx    zzzzlllliiiibbbbnnnn))))

   This was too much. The dean was a secular man but he had never encountered such sincerity and passion for religious

principles like he saw right then. The dean said, “Young man, sit down. We have two weeks before the test. You tell me

you have two days of your holiday. Our test is on the second day. Come to me the day before the first day of your

holiday.” The young man left without comprehension.

    On the day before Shavuos, he went to see the dean. Surprisingly, the dean was waiting for him. “Come in, young
man, close the door and sit down.” 

    The dean went over to the door and locked it with three locks. Then, he turned to the religious man sitting before him

and in a low and serious tone, he said, “I am going to do something for you that I have never done in my entire life. I

have been a dean here for twenty-five years. If anyone knew what I am about to do for you, I would be fired. All of my

honor will be lost. But I must help a young man who is so sincere in his religion.”

    He went over to a safe, opened it, and took out the test. He put it in an envelope and sealed it. 

    “Young man,” he said, “here is the test that will be given in two days’ time. I trust you that you will not open the test

until the time I will tell you and that you will not ask anyone what the questions are before you open it. Keep it hidden in

your house until the night after your holiday, when you are permitted to write. Then sit down by yourself, open the

sealed envelope, and take the test for four hours on the clock. After four hours, put it in another sealed envelope. I trust

you that you will not look in any textbooks. Bring it back to me the next day. No one has to know what happened here.”

     Grateful, the young man took the test, went home, and told his father what the dean had done for him. His father said,
“The dean trusted you, but I don’t. Give me the test.” He was a talmid of the Chofetz Chaim ZT”L and his actions

bespoke a code of integrity that hearkened back to a long-lost  era of spiritual glory.

    The Yom Tov of Shavuos was celebrated with much Torah learning and festive meals. After Havdalah on Motzei

Shavuos, the older man sat his son down, gave him the sealed envelope, and said, “Now open it up and take the test. I am

going to be the proctor.”

     He took the test. When the four hours were up, his father called out, “Time’s up! Give me the papers.”

    “But Dad,” the son protested, furiously scribbling an answer, “I am in the middle of an answer. It will only take me

two more minutes.”

    “You had four hours,” said his father with little compassion. “Your time is done. You have to keep your word.”

    He took the test and sealed it in the envelope. The following day, the young man brought the test to the dean. No one

ever knew what happened. The young man got a very high mark and earned his degree as an accountant.

    People try to fool others, but in fact we fool ourselves. One will have many tests over his life-span. If he succeeds in
showing Hakadosh Boruch Hu his sincerity and faithfulness while at the same time following in the ways of Hashem

and His Torah, his reward will be very great.
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uckc rhfvku 'v"c trucv hpkf ,ukpac ,uhvk ostv kg ifku   
ouac kufh vhv tk ,rjt 'urzga trucv rzgc er ,tz kf vaga
suxc 'ubfu,ca vausev .umhb jfn er tuv kfvu 'u,uagk iput
ostv ,uraptc ah lf er /"ofu,c h,bfau" (wj 'v"f ,una) cu,fv

/utruc iumr ,t ohhek

'usdcc ohkgvn jhr ,me ykeb ,tz kfca 'trndv vfhannu     
;xfv ,t ekhju 'ohrbhs ;kt rag ohba sgc urfnu jhrv ,t yjxu

/uhb,jk
'vga hmj lanc cr adrcu ytk ytk vzv ruphxv ,t rphx j"jv     
vhbhhbg ov vna 'z"vug hbhhbgk xuthn ka vadrv vzn ubkcheu
uvanca uvan ukhpt ka tkpbv hbjurv dubg,v ,nugk vh,udubg,u
hbta lf hsf sg 'wisg id ka vkgn ykeba sdcv jhrw-,uhbjurv in
kcek rhfznv ,hc kt ,fkk ubhfrsc lhanvk ubkufh tk rcf hrcju
'ubhbhgc ohxtnb lf kf uhv z"vug hbhhbgu ;xfva iuhf 'veukjv hns ,t

/"vchahk oan ubrzj ifku
kfc gusn icun z"hpku /,uhbjurc ah tkpb dubg, vnf rtucnu      
ah wv rcsca iuhf 'ohnac okugv kf tkn,b v"cev hpn tmha ruchs

/rgak ihta hbjur dubg,
hf '(s"h wd ,uct) "vsnj hkf" vru,v ,treb gusn rtck kfub z"hpku    
,t aju v,ut snuka kffu 'tkpb dubg, iuny vru,cu ,uhbjurc
'wvsnj hkfw ,treb thv ifk 'vhkt r,uhc eaj,n tkpbv vdubg,

/vhkt vsnju eaj uckc xbfb v,ut snukva thv vbuufva
arsnc rtucnfu 'vru,k eajv uc vcr,h ;t 'sunkk vcrha kffu     

 kfw euxpv kg (wj wd r"na)snjnrtcna '(wu wf wt ohfkn) wlhbhg 
] vsnj lu,n vsnjw thva 'vru,v kt u,buufan [lu,]  snj'w[[v]

 /vca dubg,v ;t vcr,n sunkk vcrna h"ga ubhhvu

'ohrahu ohehsmk rcj,,u lpvv ,t vag, ot kct 'ohrjt ohvkt
/vausev kt cre,, thvu 'vhkg vcuy vgpav vz rcs vagh

tk" oa kg "rjt vsac yekk hfk, kt" :t,ehxpc uarsa uvz     
,uruenn ,ubvk tk zguc vrhvzva - "ohrjt ohvkt lk vhvh
tk odu" 'ohrjt ohvkt ,sucgk thcvk ohkukg ova 'ohgarv
'ohrafu ohehsmk rcj,,a - "uvubtu hk-t vz" oa kg "vzn hrucg,

/ohna sucf vsh kg vcr,hu o,unf vhv,u vkg,, z"hgu
kf v,ag rcf 'lf kg vrhvzv zguca hbpk suga shgn euxpvu     
uarsu '(d-c) "vsac yek,u tuc,u lk,u" rntba /vnmg ,gsn ,tz
ost hbc vtmna sg vtcu vfkv vtcu vfkva :(:dhe ,ca) k"zr

   /ovng ,fkk ohbduvnv

/vnak vsucg trucv ,t sucgk ,bn kg trcb ostv hrva
aht oda 'tuv ohausev ohrpxc vcrv tcuna gush kkf sug    
'wv ,sucg hbhbg rtacu vkhp, 'vru,c wv ,t sucgk vfz rcfa ktrah
hsh kgu ',tz vaga tuva ubhhv 'vhapbk t,uchy ehzjvkn uk vkhkj

 /vkhkj vutd gshk ghdh vz

  
  

   `'woaucv ,durgf uhhjkw ch,fs htn" :(:j"p ,ca) trndc t,h
ukuf okugv kf tkn,b 'v"cev hpn tmha ruchsu ruchs kfca snkn

?gusn ihcvk lhrmu /"ohnac
 rpxna vn osevc rtck vtrbu     k"mz ihhyapg vnka wrkg 

 ehsmv og cdab sngnk"mz ohhj .pjvwgu) uc ;,,avk tuv vfza 
'f"vuh htmun hrjt vkhk vz vhv" :([301 wng wt] wktrah hbhg rhtnw
wveukjwv hns ubnn kcek vchahv rhfzn ,hck ubfkv hrcju hbtu
u,hck ghdvk hsfu 'ogpk ogpn ohshnk,k ,b,ub v,hv vchahva
ubtreb 'j"jv ,hc shk ubgdvafu 'j"jv ,hc lrs rucgk ohfhrm ubhhv
oa caha ubhtru ',hcrg ,khp,k ihhbn ohkavk u,hck xbfhvk

 evcunv ushnk,k"mz inrxu ibjkt wrkf gunak ;upf ukuf vhva '
/j"jv ucr hpn tmha vdv

trndv ,rpxna vn ,t rpxk ohhj .pjv khj,v out,pu     
uvhkt ,t adp tuv ogpa 'vuct rc vcr kg (/s"he tr,c tcc)
ejus ,njn hutrf vru,c exg,vk kufh ubhta uk rntu 'thcbv
,t yuapk uk rntu 'isg idk uxhbfvu u,ut jek uvhktu 'vxbrpv
sngafu 'if vagu 'isg id ka .g h,k -g .n vfu,c xhbfvku u,nhkd
unkug ,t kuftk vmur hn :vzhrfva kue ,c gna isg idn ,tmk
ohkgvn usdc ,t gbgb shn vz kue gnaafu 'vuct rc vcr unf

/a"hhg oa orhtavu isg idn jeka
/vca dubg,v ;t vcr,n sunkk vcrna h"ga ubhhvu    

    avhvh tk" oa kg - "rjt vsac yekk hfk, kt" :urnt t,ehxp
/"uvubtu hk-t vz" oa kg "vzn hrucg, tk odu" /"ohrjt ohvkt lk
ukt - "h,rgb og" /"ofhekt wvc ohecsv o,tu" oa kg "ihecs, vfu"

/f"g ohehsmv
ot hfu 'oheuxpv ,uyap kt arsv ihbg vn ',uaevk ah vrutfku    
arsv rae,n smhfu ?u"j vrz vsucg sucg, rjt vsac yekk lk,

?tren ka uyuap kt
 rhcxv tkt    ohuckyhhy ktuh v"un 'rtnytxn e"vrv r"unstv

 'ktuh hrcs wxc 'k"mzota 'wv ,sucgc kusd rehg ,ur ,t snhk zguca
ohbhn ut z"ug hscug ohgar ,usan vtpu vjfa yek yekk lk,
sucgk v,ut uthcha sg vhkg vgr vgpav vz rcs kgph 'ohxruehptu

  jj
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeaaaallll    zzzzggggnnnnyyyy    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaaeeee    eeeezzzzppppeeeezzzzgggg    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa    eeeennnn`̀̀̀    eeeellll    ddddxxxxhhhhrrrryyyy    ddddxxxxhhhhrrrraaaa((((`̀̀̀iiii----bbbb    mmmmiiiixxxxiiiiyyyydddd    xxxxiiiiyyyy))))

special countdown to this Great Event! The holiday itself is

called Shavuous, which means “weeks,” for it is the

anticipation and yearning to be Hashem’s beloved bride,

during the seven weeks that we count the omer, that will

determine our true Yom Tov experience!

   So, let us all focus on our love of Hashem, feel a deep

appreciation for this unbelievable opportunity and recognize

the privilege that we have to live a life of Torah and Mitzvos.

But most of all .... let us REJOICE!! That’s the mitzvah of

the day! It’s our wedding - so let’s ENJOY IT!

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    yyyycccceeeewwww    zzzzeeeeaaaaaaaaxxxxnnnn    ̀̀̀̀ zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    ooooxxxx`̀̀̀tttt    xxxxddddnnnn    rrrriiiitttteeeedddd    eeeennnnllll    xxxxiiiirrrryyyynnnn    ggggxxxxffffeeee    ̀̀̀̀ aaaa    iiiippppiiiiqqqqnnnn((((aaaa----bbbbllll    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaacccc))))

     On the posuk: “Hashem came forth from Sinai and He shone forth to them from Seir; He appeared from Mount

Paran.” (c:dk ohrcs), Rashi comments that: “He shone forth to them from Seir," is referring to when Hashem offered the
Torah to Bnei Esav, who turned it down. The words: “He appeared from Mount Paran,” refers to how Hashem then

offered it to the children of Yishmael, who gave a similar refusal. R’ Akiva Eiger ZT”L cites this Medrash and says,

that Hashem offered the Torah to all the nations and they all refused. However, within those nations, there were

individuals who wished to accept it, but they remained silent out of fear. These were the souls of the converts who in the

course of time eventually did join with Klal Yisroel. On the other hand, within Yisroel there were individuals who didn’t

want to accept the Torah, but they were ashamed or fearful, so they joined in and said, “We will do and we will listen.”

Years later, however, these souls would depart from their faith and tragically convert or assimilate, k"jr.  

     It is told that when R’ Eizel of Slonim ZT”L (known as Reb Eizel Chorif - “the sharp one” - because of his keen

mind) published one of his scholarly works on the Talmud, he sent a copy to one of the wealthy citizens of his

community in the hope that he can get him interested in perhaps underwriting the cost of this and/or future seforim.

However, after receiving the sefer, the wealthy man brazenly rejected it and even sent it back.

    Some time later, R’ Eizel met the wealthy man at a community function and said to him, “I must thank you for what
you’ve done. You have no idea how grateful I am to you.”

    The wealthy man looked at him suspiciously, clearly recalling the poor treatment and impudence that he had showed

this respected Torah scholar earlier. “Why would you be grateful?” the man asked, not sensing that he was being set up.

“After all, if I remember correctly, I sent your book back.”

    “Precisely,” answered R’ Eizel, as a big smile crossed over his face. “You see, when my sefer was published, I sent it

out to many different cities, and various scholars perused it carefully. They seemed to like it and I was thrilled at the

warm reception it received from all the Torah scholars. But then I got to thinking: Is it possible, perhaps, that my Torah

writings are really not Emes - the truth? After all, the Medrash relates that when Hashem offered the Torah to all the

nations of the world, they rejected it, and only after that was it given to Klal Yisroel, who accepted it no questions asked.

It made me wonder if perhaps something that is so quickly and readily accepted by the masses is not truly Torah! This

idea tormented me night and day.”

    The wealthy man recalled this famous Medrash and responded with a familiar nod of his head. Unbeknownst to him,
his hook was now snagged firm and tight. “However,” concluded R’ Eizel, with a broad sweep of his hands, “when I

sent you my sefer and you rejected it outright, I felt vindicated. Now I know that my writings, like the Torah itself, are

indeed true, because just like the Torah, my book was rejected by those ignorant of its content and worth!”

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiippppiiiiqqqq    xxxxdddd    llllrrrr    mmmmrrrrdddd    llllkkkk    iiiippppiiiirrrrllll    ''''dddd    ccccxxxxiiii    iiiiyyyyiiiillllyyyydddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa    iiiikkkk((((`̀̀̀iiii----hhhhiiii    zzzzeeeennnnyyyy))))

        In the holy city of Yerushalayim, there lived an elderly man who was well regarded by the citizenry of the holy city

as a Talmid Chacham and a righteous individual. He was involved in many communal activities and he enjoyed a stellar

reputation by one and all.

    As the years advanced, the man began to slow down and his activities were curtailed. He became sick later on in his

life and he was forced to remain in bed. This depressed the once vibrant and active man deeply and there was little that

anyone could do or say to him that could snap him out of his depression.

   One year, on Erev Shavuos, the man received a very distinguished visitor. The tzaddik and Posek Hador, R’ Yosef
Sholom Elyashiv Shlit’a, came to his home and sat by his bedside. R’ Elyashiv had known this man for many years and

was well aware of his limited activities, as well as his depression at being unable to leave his bed and resume an active
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faithfully followed the master on his arduous journeys. He

learned hospitality from his uncle; risked his life in order

to provide for total strangers. To protect his guests, he was

ready to sacrifice his daughters. And yet he chose to live

surrounded by the evil of Sodom.
   R’ Avrohom Chaim Feuer Shlit’a makes a remarkable

observation. Lot was torn between two opposing worlds.

He was surely pious enough to bake matzos for Pesach,

yet even after his miraculous rescue from the destruction

of Sodom, he did not rise to the heights of devotion -

instead he sank to the depths of drunkenness permitting

himself to be lured into forbidden relationships with his

daughters. Lot’s lack of control and discipline drained his

life of the glory he could have realized.

    In our time, we hear of “situational ethics” and

“emerging morals.” This means, simply, that there can be

no pre-ordained rules. Man must formulate the ethics of
behavior according to each emerging situation. Follow

your impulse. Play the game of life “by ear” - forget about

the notes. There is no reason to cling to a rigid,

intransigent set of rules; no need to tackle a problem if we

can just touch it; no need to embrace the future when we

can live freely for the moment. Virtue is not a “virtue”; it

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

  ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

    Moreh V’Rabbosai ... guess what? Shavuos is here and

all our preparations for this Yom Tov are in high gear.

Okay ... but what exactly are our preparations? What must

we do for this great holiday? We are not busy cleaning,

organizing, shopping, etc., as we do for weeks in advance

of Chag HaPesach! (Yes, you can let out that sigh of
relief!) We are also not busy building sukkos, choosing

arba minim, or hanging inexplicable decorations that our

kindergartner’s have brought home - not to mention the

countless other activities involved in Sukkos preparation!

We don’t eat extra food in order to fast the next day, nor

do we polish our Menorahs and replace the broken glass

cups from the previous year. So then, the question begs to

be asked: How exactly do we get ready for Shavuous?

And to that end, what exactly is the special and unique

mitzvah that characterizes the Yom Tov of Shavuous? 

    Interestingly enough, Chag HaShavuous, one of the

holiest and most meaningful days of the year, has no
special mitzvah other than what we are commanded on all

our Yomim Tovim: "vjna" - to rejoice! To eat delicious

feasts, to drink wine and to truly feel happy! Why is this -

and nothing else - our sole obligation on Shavuous? 

is at best a social contract, one that appeases society’s

sense of morality, as easily broken as it is made.

   The words are new but the philosophy is old. It is a

recapitulation of the response of the nations when the

Almighty offered them the Torah millennia ago. Each had
its own reason to refuse the Torah. “Outlawing theft would

disrupt our economy.” “Restrictions against murder would

radically alter the foundations of our tribal society.” 

    But Klal Yisroel, each individual Jew, was willing to

radically alter not only his way of life, but his very being,

in order to be worthy of Torah, of Eternity. They said,

"gnabu vagb" - “We will do, and we will listen.” The

temporal will give way to the eternal.

    Rus, the Moavite, was not like her ancestor, Lot. She

was not seized by an urge; she seized the moment. She was

not overwhelmed by the circumstance; she mastered it.

When Orpah turned her back on her mother-in-law,
Naomi, and left for a better life, Rus embraced Naomi for

all eternity. Rus became the “Eternal Jew.”

    This declaration of eternity - of "gnabu vagb" - is forever

the life force of our People. It will sustain us until one day

soon, Bnei Yisroel will be delivered into the hands of

Moshiach ben Dovid, the descendant of Rus.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF     

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

     The answer is because Shavuous is the day that Hashem

looks to see if we are ready to “tie the knot”! It is the day

of the great Chasuna between Hashem and His beloved

Klal Yisroel! Any matchmaker will tell you that a marriage

is not valid without the full consent of both parties. If one

side is not ready - say they have “commitment issues” -
there can be no marriage! Each side must profess a solid

love and willingness to go forward with the nuptials.

    For this very reason, there are no extra mitzvos on this

day. It is the day for us to do one thing and one thing only:

To Show Hashem how much we love Him! It is a time to

show how excited and privileged we feel to be chosen as

His bride! On Shavuous, each and every member of the

Jewish People gets to choose to be married to the Holy

One blessed be He through our own free choice! We get to

express our consent to the marriage to make it valid! The

level of our enthusiasm and eager anticipation will say a lot

about our level of love and closeness to our Groom.
    In essence, the preparation for Chag HaShavuous began

seven weeks ago, on the first day of Sefiras Haomer. For

just as a bride needs time to prepare herself for her special

day, so too, the bride that is Knesses Yisroel begins that
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 ,uhbgvutku ohbfuvn obhta ohabtk rcj,vk tk vrvzb 'vka
ohabtv ov hn vk gsubu 'vtcu vfkvu vtcu vfkva sg 'ovn ,ubvk

 /r,uhc ohbduvnv 

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    xxxxdddddddd    ccccbbbbpppp    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    mmmmyyyy    ooooggggiiiieeee((((aaaa----hhhhiiii    zzzzeeeennnnyyyy))))
    The gemara (/jp ,ca) states that at Har Sinai, “Hashem

held the mountain over (Bnei Yisroel) heads like a barrel

(,dhdf rv ovhkg vpf) and said: If you accept the Torah -

well and good; if not, there will be your burial.” The

simple understanding of this gemara is that Hashem

“forced” the Torah on the Jews, against their will. In other
words, the only choice they had was to accept the Torah.

How do we understand this statement? Surely the Jewish

people were not coerced into accepting the Torah! 

    The Chief Rabbi of Moscow at the time of the

Bolshevik Revolution was R’ Yaakov Mazeh ZT”L. In

one of his Shavuos Derashos, he writes that when an ideal

is forced upon someone, he will discard it at the first

opportunity. We see this in the case of the Marranos in

Spain, upon whom an alien religion was forced, and they

threw off that religion at the first opportunity. Throughout

the generations, the Jewish People prided themselves on

the Torah. Even simple Jews were prepared to give their
lives for the Torah, because Jews love the Torah of their

own free will. This is emphasized in the evening prayer

service (Maariv) when Jews say,  u,ufknu"iumrc"ovhkg ukce 
- “And they willingly accepted upon themselves.” If so,

how can we even think that Hashem threatened to bury the

Jews under the mountain if they rejected the Torah?!

    The answer, says R’ Mazeh, is found in the statement of

Chazal: "oa"of,ruce tv,  - "There will be your burial."

Had Hashem said, "Here will be your burial," that may

have been viewed as a threat: If you reject the Torah, you

will be buried under the mountain right here and now. But

the gemara says “there.” Where is there? 
     “There,” says R’ Mazeh, is anywhere Jews may find

themselves in exile. If the Jews accept and observe the

precepts of the Torah, wherever they may be, under

moderate or even harsh conditions, it will be well and

good for them. But if, Heaven forbid, they do not observe

the Torah wherever they are; “there” they will be buried;

“there” they will perish as a people. For without the

Torah, the Jews cannot survive. Without the Torah, the

Jews will assimilate and will be buried among the nations

of the world. This is what the gemara means by, “There

will be your burial” - not at Har Sinai, but in whatever

land the Jews will happen to be - “There will be your

vtbv ,jhek ka vzv ihbgv runj vnf ubhmn vzn hrv    
vhrfb .rtc vhbg vbnkt ,ur v,hva 'ohbduvn obhta ohabtn
,ukpav ksudc ',tz kfcu /kuftk ojk tku 'rhfnu ktud vk ihtu

 

burial” - if, G-d forbid, they abandon the Torah.

    This is not a threat or a curse, but good advice: If the

Jewish Nation wishes to survive in all the countries of the

world, the only way to do so is by observing the precepts

of the Torah everywhere. Hashem did not force the Torah

on Klal Yisroel! They love the Torah of their own volition.

This is why the Jewish People have never given up on the

Torah even under the most trying circumstances.

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeeddddvvvvwwwwaaaa    rrrrbbbbppppeeee    xxxxddddaaaa    zzzzeeeellllrrrr    mmmmkkkkllll    eeeexxxxnnnnyyyydddd((((aaaaiiii----hhhhiiii    zzzzeeeennnnyyyy))))
     When Klal Yisroel stood at the foot of Har Sinai and

prepared themselves to receive the Torah, Moshe Rabbeinu

cautioned them to set up boundaries away from the

mountain, for the Shechinah - the Divine Presence, was to

descend directly upon it.

    The famed Kotzker Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel

Morgenstern ZT”L, in his quest to enable every human

being to live up to the maximum of his potential, would

quote the posuk: “Take heed to yourselves that you go not

up to the mountain, nor touch the border of it,” in order to

call upon people not to settle for mediocrity. Take heed to

yourselves, he exhorted, and do not be satisfied with
merely touching the border of the mountain. Instead, in

every venture that one immerses himself in, whether on a

spiritual quest for mitzvos or even with regard to physical

daily tasks, one must always attempt to ascend to the very

top, to be the best one can possibly be.

    Yet, one must nevertheless be cautious. One cannot

jump to the top all at once when he is still only touching

the base. One must always strive to reach the top, but this

must be done progressively, by degrees.

     “The people saw, and trembled, and stood afar off.”

This was the reaction of the Jewish People as they stood to

receive the Torah at Har Sinai, amidst thunder, lightning,
smoke and shofar blasts. It is important to note the

potential of the human being, remarked the Kotzker. One

can observe, one may tremble at a sight, and yet, one may

still stand far from the point of truth.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddaaaa    ddddwwwwaaaacccc    zzzzeeeexxxxeeee    ddddzzzzeeeennnnggggllll    ddddttttxxxxrrrr    wwwwyyyyzzzzeeee((((cccciiii----`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeexxxx))))
     Orpah and Rus, the Moavites, were descendants of Lot.

It is difficult to describe the true character of this conflicted

man. As a devoted disciple of his uncle, Avrohom, he
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lifestyle. He offered words of encouragement and blessed the man that he should merit a complete and speedy recovery.

But he could see that his words were not having the desired effect.

    Finally, R’ Elyashiv decided to pursue a different track. “You know,” he began, “Chazal tell us that when Hakadosh

Boruch Hu gave the Torah to Klal Yisroel at Har Sinai, all the sick and diseased Jews became instantly healed. Whoever

was deaf could suddenly hear; if he was blind, he could now see; a disfigured or lame person could now stand up straight

and proud (uy-f 'th-yh ,una t,khfn). This was a tremendous miracle that Hashem performed for His beloved nation.”

    R’ Elyashiv noticed that the sick man showed a spark of interest in his words and he continued. “Each and every year,

during the Yom Tov of Shavuos, when we commemorate the giving of the Torah, this unusual quality is once again

advanced in the world and a person has the ability to pray and implore the Almighty for a Refuah Shleimah for any of his
ailments. This special vgpav (influence) is felt throughout the world and one should take advantage of this gift that

Hashem imparts to the world every year at this time. Even sicknesses that no cure has been found for, even serious and

terminal illnesses, this is the time to pray for a full recovery - and Hashem surely listens!”

    The sick man was now fully focused on R’ Elyashiv. “You mean to say that Shavuos is a time that is uniquely

qualified to heal people? Any and all ailments can be cured at this time?” R’ Elyashiv nodded in agreement.

    “What time exactly during the Yom Tov of Shavuos, is this influence felt? Is it the entire holiday or is there a specific

time during the day?”

    R’ Elyashiv closed his eyes for a moment as he sat deep in thought. Then, he opened his eyes and said, “No, it is not

felt the entire day. There is one special period of time, a small window of opportunity, when one can effect this

tremendous power of healing. On the morning of Shavuos, while the ,urcsv ,rag (Ten Commandments) are being read,

that is the most opportune time for one to pray for a full and speedy recovery for his ailments!”   

    ̀̀̀̀ zzzzeeeeyyyyiiiiyyyywwwwllll    iiiiccccrrrr    iiiixxxxhhhheeee    iiiixxxxaaaacccc    iiiixxxxaaaaaaaa    ̀̀̀̀ zzzzeeeeyyyywwwwppppaaaa    ggggzzzztttt`̀̀̀cccc    zzzzllllzzzzeeee    iiiixxxxzzzz    iiiiaaaaaaaa((((zzzzeeeennnnccccwwww`̀̀̀    xxxxccccqqqq))))

    In the early part of the twentieth century, living a Torah-true life was difficult and earning a living while keeping to

the precepts of the Torah was a nisayon (tribulation) that many Jews were unable to withstand. One young man, an

accomplished Talmid Chacham who gave shiurim each Shabbos in his shul and knew Mishna Berurah and Orach

Chaim better than the rabbi of the shul, felt that he needed to make a parnassah in order to support his family. He took

up accounting and studied at Columbia University. When he finished his course in accounting, he had to take the final
exam given by the Board of Education to all colleges. The same test, which covered all fields of accounting, was given to

everyone. The students took the test at their university, and it lasted for four hours.

    When the date for the test was posted on the bulletin board, the young man saw that the test was scheduled to take

place on the second day of Shavuos. He went to the dean of the university and explained his problem. He had spent years

working towards this degree and if he couldn’t take the test, he will have wasted a great many years. The dean said, “I

can’t help you. Go to my assistant. He’s Jewish. Maybe he will understand.”

    He went to the assistant who similarly responded, “I can’t help you either. If I try to help you in any way, people will

say that because I am a Jew I am favoring another Jew. There is nothing I can do.”

    So, the young man went back to the dean and told him that he would not be taking the test. The dean was shocked.

“What can I do for you?” he said. “I cannot give you the test before. I cannot give you the test later. What can I do?”

    The young man shrugged and said, “Thank you very much.” Then he got up and walked out.

    The dean called him back. “Young man, where are you going? What do you intend to do?”
    “I’m going home,” he replied.

   “Wait a minute. I have an idea. If you take the test here in a room, who is going to see you? No one will see you

desecrating your holiday.”

   The young man answered quickly. “Excuse me, sir, but G-d sees us. The One Above sees us. I can hide from you, you

can hide from me, but we can’t hide from the Almighty.” Of course, physically he could take the test in the dean’s office,

behind closed doors but he knew he couldn’t get away with it spiritually because the One Above was watching.

    The dean said, “What are you going to do?”

    He replied, “I will have to take the course all over again. What else can I do?”

    “And what happens if the next test comes out on a Saturday or a holiday?”

    “Then, I will take the course again, and again. I will not desecrate my Sabbath or a holiday.”


