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A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

HalachosPertainingtothe “Torah” Table (23)
Saying Divrei Torah at a Meal. As the Yom Tov of Shavuos
approaches and we celebrate the giving of the Torah, we also
need to strengthen ourselves in the study of Torah. One very
practical area is the very topic of this halacha series: The
Torah Table. The Mishnah (1) in Pirkei Avos teaches us the
importance of saying words of Torah at the table, turning it into
an altar, and elevating the food into the status of a korbon
(sacrifice). Of course, one should be careful not to talk, even
Divrei Torah, with food in his mouth ).

What is Considered Divrei Torah? There is a minority
opinion 3)which holds that reciting Birchas Hamazon counts as
having said words of Torah. The logic of this opinion might be
that since one could have eaten foods that only require a short
after-beracha, yet he chose to eat bread and recite bentching
(which includes many posukim), those posukim count like
Divrei Torah. However, one should not rely on this opinion @.

Reciting Tehillim. There are certain chapters of Tehillim that
many say during a meal. Some say chapter 23 (Ty75 W») at the
beginning of the meal right after Hamotze to fulfill the words of
the Zohar that one should pray for ongoing sustenance before
he eats. Chapter 23 has posukim that count for this. Others say
chapter 137 (v21 7 YY) at the end of the meal to fulfill the
words of Chazal that one should remember the exile and the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdash at a meal. At Shabbos and
Yom Tov meals we substitute this with chapter 126 (myan »v)
which is a bit more comforting. This is also done erev Shabbos
or erev Yom Tov, and on any other day that we don’t say
tachanun, after halachic midday. The Poskim (5 rule that these
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R’ Yechiel Perr Shlit’a (Rosh Yeshivah Derech Aysun) would say:
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chapters of Tehillim, even though they are said for other specific
purposes, are considered like saying Torah by a meal.
The Preferred Learning. The ideal way for one to fulfill the
requirement to say words of Torah at a meal, is to have a set
portion of basic learning at each meal, even if it is minimal in
amount. The author of the Shulchan Aruch, Rabbeinu Y osef
Karo ZT”L, was instructed by the Maggid (a heavenly
messenger sent to teach him Torah), that he should study
Mishnayos by each meal. Many people carry a pocket
Mishnayos or Kitzur Shulchan Aruch on them and learn a
Mishnah or Halacha at each meal. After a short time, they are
amazed at the amount of knowledge they have amassed. If
someone would start such a project (bli neder) in conjunction
with Shavuos that would be a real true acceptance of the Torah.
Learning with Another Person. When there is another person
at the meal, it is clear from the wording of the Mishna )in Avos
that there should be words of Torah “between them” (0i»2)
whenever appropriate and not just “‘each man in his corner.”
Non-Bread Meal. It seems logical that even by a non-bread
(mezonos) meal, this halacha should be fulfilled, especially
nowadays when many do not wash as often as people used to.
The Deeper Reasons for this Requirement.
1) To show one’s purpose in eating is to learn and live Torah (7).
2) A person can fall spiritually in his lust for food and the Divrei
Torah elevates him and prevents him from falling ).
3) Words of Torah elevate the food spiritually ().
4) Just as the food nurtures the body Torah nurtures the soul (10).
5) Just as the korbonos were accompanied by the songs of the
Leviim, we accompany our meal with the song of Torah (1.
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“Why is Chag HaShavuos, the holiday which commemorates the giving of the Torah, celebrated on the sixth day of
Sivan, even though the halachais in accordance with Rav Yosi, who contends that the Torah was actually given on Har
Sinai on the seventh of Sivan (h9navw)? While it is true that 2153w N0 (Written Torah) was given on the seventh, nn
naYyaw (Oral Torah) was actually conceived on the sixth, when Moshe Rabbeinu issued arabbinic ordinance delaying
Matan Torahfor oneday. Thisrulingisin itself ‘Oral Torah’ and thus we celebrate this event on the sixth day of Sivan.”

R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”’L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

“Ever since Kabbolas HaTorah, when the Jewish people heard G-d Himself declare, ‘I am the L-rd your G-d,’ the
quality of 'nvVwa MINN' - simple faith, has been indelibly engraved upon the Jewish soul. It is with this pure faith that
Jews believe that everything that happens in the world is directly controlled by Divine Providence.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The Torah implanted a fire into the soul of every Jew, for he who has no fire in himself cannot warm others!”
THIS SPECIAL DOUBLE ISSUE DEDICATED BY MR & MRS DOVI BLONDER IN HONOR OF HIS PARENTS
GREAT NEWS! PLANS FOR TORAH TAVLIN VOLUME 2 ARE UNDERWAY! SPONSORSHIPS/DEDICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!
DAY (1 PAGB) - $50, SHABBOS / YOM TOV (2 PAGES) - $100, WEEKLY DEDICATION - $180. LARGER SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE.
TO DEDICATE A DAY OR WEEK OF TORAH TAVLIN IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE, A SIMCHA OR JUST FOR THE ZECHUS, OR TO
RECEIVE THE WEEKLY TORAH TAVLIN FREE, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM OR CALL: 845-821-6200.




7

This was too much. The dean was a secular man but he had never encountered such sincerity and passion for religious
principles like he saw right then. The dean said, “Young man, sit down. We have two weeks before the test. You tell me
you have two days of your holiday. Our test is on the second day. Come to me the day before the first day of your
holiday.” Theyoungman leftwithoutcomprehension.

On the day before Shavuos, he went to see the dean. Surprisingly, the dean was waiting for him. “Come in, young
man, close the door and sit down.”

The dean went over to the door and locked it with three locks. Then, he turned to the religious man sitting before him
and in a low and serious tone, he said, “I am going to do something for you that I have never done in my entire life. I
have been a dean here for twenty-five years. If anyone knew what I am about to do for you, I would be fired. All of my
honor will be lost. But I must help a young man whois sosincerein hisreligion.”

He went over to a safe, opened it, and took out the test. He put it in an envelope and sealed it.

“Young man,” he said, “here is the test that will be given in two days’ time. I trust you that you will not open the test
until the time [ will tell you and that you will not ask anyone what the questions are before you open it. Keep it hidden in
your house until the night after your holiday, when you are permitted to write. Then sit down by yourself, open the
sealed envelope, and take the test for four hours on the clock. After four hours, putitin another sealed envelope. I trust
you that you will not look in any textbooks. Bring it back to me the next day. No one has to know what happened here.”

Grateful, the young man took the test, went home, and told his father what the dean had done for him. His father said,
“The dean trusted you, but I don’t. Give me the test.” He was a talmid of the Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L and his actions
bespoke a code of integrity that hearkened back to along-lost era of spiritual glory.

The Yom Tov of Shavuos was celebrated with much Torah learning and festive meals. After Havdalah on Motzei
Shavuos, the older man sathis son down, gave him the sealed envelope, and said, “Now open it up and take the test. am

goingtobethe proctor.”

He took the test. When the four hours were up, his father called out, “Time’s up! Give me the papers.”
“But Dad,” the son protested, furiously scribbling an answer, “I am in the middle of an answer. It will only take me

twomoreminutes.”

“You had four hours,” said his father with little compassion. “Your time is done. You have to keep your word.”

He took the test and sealed it in the envelope. The following day, the young man brought the test to the dean. No one
ever knew whathappened. The young man got a veryhigh mark and earned his degree as an accountant.

People try to fool others, but in fact we fool ourselves. One will have many tests over his life-span. If he succeeds in
showing Hakadosh Boruch Hu his sincerity and faithfulness while at the same time following in the ways of Hashem

and His Torah, his reward will be very great.
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Sem: A certain rich man once betrothed his daughter to a
fine, albeit poor, young man. They agreed that the wedding
would take place in the young man’s town on a certain date,
and that the young couple would settle in that town.

When the wedding date approached, the bride and her
family set out in a golden carriage. In every town through
which they passed, the bride’s father spent money lavishly,
and the newspapers reported on the fabulous wealth of the
bride’s family. In the groom’s town, the bride's family was
greeted as royalty.

Yet the bride’s father saw that the groom himself looked
a bit troubled. When he inquired as to why, he was told,
“Even with your daughter’s generous dowry, how will I
ever maintain the lifestyle she isused to?”

“Don’t worry,” said the bride’s father with a smile. “My

daughter and I both know that she will live a simpler life
from now on. I merely arrived here in this way so that you
would appreciate where she came from and always do your
best to give her everything that you can.”
Swma: By Kabbolas HaTorah, the posuk states: “The entire
Nation saw the thunder and the flames, the sound of the
shofar and the smoking mountain.” Hashem had many
ways to present the Torah to Bnei Yisroel. What was the
purpose of this grand spectacle? R Moshe Sternbuch
Shlit’a explains that the Torah is the daughter of Hashem,
the King of Kings, who betrothed her to a “commoner.” In
order toremind us of the Torah’s glorious origins, Hashem
gaveher awayamidst a spectacular show of fire and sound.
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special countdown tothis Great Event! The holidayitselfis
called Shavuous, which means “weeks,” for it is the
anticipation and yearning to be Hashem'’s beloved bride,
during the seven weeks that we count the omer, that will

So, let us all focus on our love of Hashem, feel a deep
appreciation for this unbelievable opportunity and recognize
the privilege that we have to live a life of Torah and Mitzvos.
But most of all ... let us REJOICE!! That’s the mitzvah of

determineour true Yom Tovexperience! theday! It’s our wedding - solet’s ENJOY IT!
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On the posuk: “Hashem came forth from Sinai and He shone forth to them from Seir; He appeared from Mount
Paran.” (3:5©27), Rashi comments that: “He shone forth to them from Seir, "is referring to when Hashem offered the
Torah to Bnei Esav, who turned it down. The words: “He appeared from Mount Paran,” refers to how Hashem then
offered it to the children of Yishmael, who gave a similar refusal. R’ Akiva Eiger ZT”’L cites this Medrash and says,
that Hashem offered the Torah to all the nations and they all refused. However, within those nations, there were
individuals who wished to accept it, but they remained silent out of fear. These were the souls of the converts whoin the
course of time eventually did join with Klal Yisroel. On the other hand, within Yisroel there wereindividuals whodidn’t
want to accept the Torah, but they were ashamed or fearful, so they joined in and said, “We will do and we will listen.”
Years later, however, these souls would depart from their faith and tragically convert or assimilate, 5"'n.

It is told that when R’ Eizel of Slonim ZT”’L. (known as Reb Eizel Chorif - “the sharp one” - because of his keen
mind) published one of his scholarly works on the Talmud, he sent a copy to one of the wealthy citizens of his
community in the hope that he can get him interested in perhaps underwriting the cost of this and/or future seforim.
However, after receiving the sefer, the wealthy man brazenlyrejected it and even sent it back.

Some time later, R’ Eizel met the wealthy man at a community function and said to him, “I must thank you for what
you’ve done. You have no idea how grateful I am to you.”

The wealthy man looked at him suspiciously, clearly recalling the poor treatment and impudence that he had showed
this respected Torah scholar earlier. “Why would you be grateful?” the man asked, not sensing that he was being set up.
“After all, if I remember correctly, I sent your book back.”

“Precisely,” answered R’ Eizel, as a big smile crossed over his face. “You see, when my sefer was published, I sent it
out to many different cities, and various scholars perused it carefully. They seemed to like it and I was thrilled at the
warm reception it received from all the Torah scholars. But then I got to thinking: Is it possible, perhaps, that my Torah
writings are really not Emes - the truth? After all, the Medrash relates that when Hashem offered the Torah to all the
nations of the world, theyrejected it, and only after that was it given to Klal Yisroel, who accepted it no questions asked.
It made me wonder if perhaps something that is so quickly and readily accepted by the masses is not truly Torah! This
ideatormented menightandday.”

The wealthy man recalled this famous Medrash and responded with a familiar nod of his head. Unbeknownst to him,
his hook was now snagged firm and tight. “However,” concluded R’ Eizel, with a broad sweep of his hands, “when I
sent you my sefer and you rejected it outright, I felt vindicated. Now I know that my writings, like the Torah itself, are
indeed true, because justlike the Torah, my book was rejected by those ignorant of its content and worth!”
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In the holy city of Yerushalayim, there lived an elderly man who was well regarded by the citizenry of the holy city
as a Talmid Chacham and arighteous individual. He was involved in many communal activities and he enjoyed a stellar
reputationbyoneandall.

As the years advanced, the man began to slow down and his activities were curtailed. He became sick later on in his
life and he was forced to remain in bed. This depressed the once vibrant and active man deeply and there was little that
anyone could door say to him that could snap him out of his depression.

One year, on Erev Shavuos, the man received a very distinguished visitor. The tzaddik and Posek Hador, R’ Yosef
Sholom Elyashiv Shlit’a, came to his home and sat by his bedside. R’ Elyashiv had known this man for many years and
was well aware of his limited activities, as well as his depression at being unable to leave his bed and resume an active
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faithfully followed the master on his arduous journeys. He
learned hospitality from his uncle; risked his life in order
to provide for total strangers. To protect his guests, he was
ready to sacrifice his daughters. And yet he chose to live
surrounded by the evil of Sodom.

R’ Avrohom Chaim Feuer Shlit’a makes a remarkable
observation. Lot was torn between two opposing worlds.
He was surely pious enough to bake matzos for Pesach,
yet even after his miraculous rescue from the destruction
of Sodom, he did not rise to the heights of devotion -
instead he sank to the depths of drunkenness permitting
himself to be lured into forbidden relationships with his
daughters. Lot’s lack of control and discipline drained his
life of the glory he could haverealized.

In our time, we hear of ‘“situational ethics” and
“emerging morals.” This means, simply, that there can be
no pre-ordained rules. Man must formulate the ethics of
behavior according to each emerging situation. Follow
your impulse. Play the game of life “by ear” - forget about
the notes. There is no reason to cling to a rigid,
intransigent set of rules; no need to tackle a problem if we
can just touch it; no need to embrace the future when we
can live freely for the moment. Virtue is not a “virtue”; it
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is at best a social contract, one that appeases society’s
sense of morality, as easilybroken as itis made.

The words are new but the philosophy is old. It is a
recapitulation of the response of the nations when the
Almighty offered them the Torah millennia ago. Each had
its own reason torefuse the Torah. “Outlawing theft would
disruptour economy.” “Restrictions against murder would
radicallyalter the foundations of our tribal society.”

But Klal Yisroel, each individual Jew, was willing to
radically alter not only his way of life, but his very being,
in order to be worthy of Torah, of Eternity. They said,
"ypun neyy' - “We will do, and we will listen.” The
temporal will give waytothe eternal.

Rus, the Moavite, was not like her ancestor, Lot. She
was not seized by an urge; she seized the moment. She was
not overwhelmed by the circumstance; she mastered it.
When Orpah turned her back on her mother-in-law,
Naomi, and left for a better life, Rus embraced Naomi for
alleternity. Rusbecamethe “Eternal Jew.”

This declaration of eternity - of "ynwnnwy)" - is forever
the life force of our People. It will sustain us until one day
soon, Bnei Yisroel will be delivered into the hands of
Moshiachben Dovid, thedescendantof Rus.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
‘ R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

(-3 Dmrene) A 125 RNAY B3 NANN D2 1N W Y muya

Moreh V’Rabbosai ... guess what? Shavuos is here and
all our preparations for this Yom Tov are in high gear.
Okay ... but what exactly are our preparations? What must
we do for this great holiday? We are not busy cleaning,
organizing, shopping, etc., as we do for weeks in advance
of Chag HaPesach! (Yes, you can let out that sigh of
relief!) We are also not busy building sukkos, choosing
arba minim, or hanging inexplicable decorations that our
kindergartner’s have brought home - not to mention the
countless other activities involved in Sukkos preparation !
We don’t eat extra food in order to fast the next day, nor
do we polish our Menorahs and replace the broken glass
cups from the previous year. So then, the question begs to
be asked: How exactly do we get ready for Shavuous?
And to that end, what exactly is the special and unique
mitzvahthatcharacterizes the Yom Tov of Shavuous?

Interestingly enough, Chag HaShavuous, one of the
holiest and most meaningful days of the year, has no
special mitzvah other than what we are commanded on all
our Yomim Tovim: "nmv"” - to rejoice! To eat delicious
feasts, to drink wine and to truly feel happy! Why is this -
andnothingelse - our sole obligation on Shavuous?

The answer is because Shavuous is the day that Hashem
looks to see if we are ready to “tie the knot™! It is the day
of the great Chasuna between Hashem and His beloved
KlalYisroel! Anymatchmaker will tell you thata marriage
is not valid without the full consent of both parties. If one
side is not ready - say they have “commitment issues” -
there can be no marriage! Each side must profess a solid
loveand willingness to goforward with the nuptials.

For this very reason, there are no extra mitzvos on this
day. It is the day for us to do one thing and one thing only:
To Show Hashem how much we love Him! It is a time to
show how excited and privileged we feel to be chosen as
His bride! On Shavuous, each and every member of the
Jewish People gets to choose to be married to the Holy
One blessed be He through our own free choice! We get to
express our consent to the marriage to make it valid! The
level of our enthusiasm and eager anticipation will saya lot
about our level of love and closeness to our Groom.

In essence, the preparation for Chag HaShavuous began
seven weeks ago, on the first day of Sefiras Haomer. For
just as a bride needs time to prepare herself for her special
day, so too, the bride that is Knesses Yisroel begins that
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The gemara (nanav) states that at Har Sinai, “Hashem
held the mountain over (Bnei Yisroel) heads like a barrel
(N1 90 OMYY N9D) and said: If you accept the Torah -
well and good; if not, there will be your burial.” The
simple understanding of this gemara is that Hashem
“forced” the Torah on the Jews, against their will. In other
words, the only choice they had was to accept the Torah.
How do we understand this statement? Surely the Jewish
people were not coerced into accepting the Torah!

The Chief Rabbi of Moscow at the time of the
Bolshevik Revolution was R’ Yaakov Mazeh ZT”’L. In
one of his Shavuos Derashos, he writes that when an ideal
is forced upon someone, he will discard it at the first
opportunity. We see this in the case of the Marranos in
Spain, upon whom an alien religion was forced, and they
threw off that religion at the first opportunity. Throughout
the generations, the Jewish People prided themselves on
the Torah. Even simple Jews were prepared to give their
lives for the Torah, because Jews love the Torah of their
own free will. This is emphasized in the evening prayer
service (Maariv) when Jews say, "Di’o¥ 193911832 M550
- “And they willingly accepted upon themselves.” If so,
how can we even think that Hashem threatened to bury the
Jewsunder themountain iftheyrejected the Torah?!

The answer, says R’ Mazeh, is found in the statement of
Chazal: "oonmap XNon ov" - "There will be your burial."”
Had Hashem said, "Here will be your burial," that may
have been viewed as a threat: If you reject the Torah, you
will be buried under the mountain right here and now. But
the gemarasays “there.” Whereis there?

“There,” says R> Mazeh, is anywhere Jews may find
themselves in exile. If the Jews accept and observe the
precepts of the Torah, wherever they may be, under
moderate or even harsh conditions, it will be well and
good for them. But if, Heaven forbid, they do not observe
the Torah wherever they are; “there” they will be buried;
“there” they will perish as a people. For without the
Torah, the Jews cannot survive. Without the Torah, the
Jews will assimilate and will be buried among the nations
of the world. This is what the gemara means by, “There
will be your burial” - not at Har Sinai, but in whatever
land the Jews will happen to be - “There will be your

burial” -if, G-d forbid, theyabandon the Torah.

This is not a threat or a curse, but good advice: If the
Jewish Nation wishes to survive in all the countries of the
world, the only way to do so is by observing the precepts
of the Torah everywhere. Hashem did not force the Torah
on Klal Yisroel! Theylove the Torah of their own volition.
This is why the Jewish People have never given up on the
Torahevenunderthemosttryingcircumstances.

@-onmEe) ATIPI YN Na MY =S TvETn

When Klal Yisroel stood at the foot of Har Sinai and
preparedthemselvestoreceivethe Torah, Moshe Rabbeinu
cautioned them to set up boundaries away from the
mountain, for the Shechinah - the Divine Presence, was to
descenddirectlyuponit.

The famed Kotzker Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel
Morgenstern ZT”’L, in his quest to enable every human
being to live up to the maximum of his potential, would
quote the posuk: “Take heed to yourselves that you go not
up to the mountain, nor touch the border of it,” in order to
call upon people not to settle for mediocrity. Take heed to
yourselves, he exhorted, and do not be satisfied with
merely touching the border of the mountain. Instead, in
every venture that one immerses himself in, whether on a
spiritual quest for mitzvos or even with regard to physical
daily tasks, one must always attempt to ascend to the very
top, to be the best one can possibly be.

Yet, one must nevertheless be cautious. One cannot
jump to the top all at once when he is still only touching
the base. One must always strive to reach the top, but this
must bedone progressively, by degrees.

“The people saw, and trembled, and stood afar off.”
This was the reaction of the Jewish People as they stood to
receive the Torah at Har Sinai, amidst thunder, lightning,
smoke and shofar blasts. It is important to note the
potential of the human being, remarked the Kotzker. One
can observe, one may tremble at a sight, and yet, one may
still stand far from the point of truth.
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Orpah and Rus, the Moavites, were descendants of Lot.
Itis difficult todescribe the true character of this conflicted
man. As a devoted disciple of his uncle, Avrohom, he
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lifestyle. He offered words of encouragement and blessed the man that he should merit a complete and speedy recovery.
But he could see that his words were not having the desired effect.

Finally, R’ Elyashiv decided to pursue a different track. “You know,” he began, “Chazal tell us that when Hakadosh
Boruch Hu gavethe Torahto Klal Yisroel at Har Sinai, all the sick and diseased Jews became instantly healed. Whoever
was deaf could suddenly hear; if he was blind, he could now see; a disfigured or lame person could now stand up straight
and proud (-2, 8-V MYNNYN). This was a tremendous miracle that Hashem performed for Hisbeloved nation.”

R’ Elyashiv noticed that the sick man showed a spark of interest in his words and he continued. “Each and every year,
during the Yom Tov of Shavuos, when we commemorate the giving of the Torah, this unusual quality is once again
advanced in the world and a person has the ability to pray and implore the Almighty for a Refuah Shleimah for any of his
ailments. This special nyawn (influence) is felt throughout the world and one should take advantage of this gift that
Hashem imparts to the world every year at this time. Even sicknesses that no cure has been found for, even serious and
terminal illnesses, thisis the timeto pray for a full recovery - and Hashem surelylistens!”

The sick man was now fully focused on R’ Elyashiv. “You mean to say that Shavuos is a time that is uniquely
qualified toheal people? Anyand all ailments can be cured at thistime?” R’ Elyashivnodded in agreement.

“What time exactly during the Yom Tov of Shavuos, is this influence felt? Is it the entire holiday or is there a specific
timeduring theday?”

R’ Elyashiv closed his eyes for a moment as he sat deep in thought. Then, he opened his eyes and said, “No, it is not
felt the entire day. There is one special period of time, a small window of opportunity, when one can effect this
tremendous power ofhealing. On the morning of Shavuos, whilethe m12170m vy (Ten Commandments) are beingread,
thatis the most opportune time for one to pray for a full and speedy recovery for his ailments!”
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In the early part of the twentieth century, living a Torah-true life was difficult and earning a living while keeping to
the precepts of the Torah was a nisayon (tribulation) that many Jews were unable to withstand. One young man, an
accomplished Talmid Chacham who gave shiurim each Shabbos in his shul and knew Mishna Berurah and Orach
Chaim better than the rabbi of the shul, felt that he needed to make a parnassah in order to support his family. He took
up accounting and studied at Columbia University. When he finished his course in accounting, he had to take the final
exam given by the Board of Education toall colleges. The same test, which covered all fields of accounting, was given to
everyone. The studentstook the test at their university, and it lasted for four hours.

When the date for the test was posted on the bulletin board, the young man saw that the test was scheduled to take
place on the second day of Shavuos. He went to the dean of the university and explained his problem. He had spent years
working towards this degree and if he couldn’t take the test, he will have wasted a great many years. The dean said, “I
can’thelp you. Gotomyassistant. He’s Jewish. Maybe he will understand.”

He went to the assistant who similarly responded, “I can’t help you either. If I try to help you in any way, people will
saythat because I am a Jew I am favoring another Jew. Thereis nothing I can do.”

So, the young man went back to the dean and told him that he would not be taking the test. The dean was shocked.
“What can I do for you?” he said. “I cannot give you the test before. I cannot give you the test later. What can I1do?”

The young man shrugged and said, “Thank you very much.” Then he got up and walked out.

The dean called him back. “Young man, where are you going? What do you intend to do?”

“I’'m going home,” hereplied.

“Wait a minute. [ have an idea. If you take the test here in a room, who is going to see you? No one will see you
desecratingyourholiday.”

The young man answered quickly. “Excuse me, sir, but G-d sees us. The One Above sees us. I can hide from you, you
can hide from me, but we can’t hide from the Almighty.” Of course, physically he could take the test in the dean’s office,
behind closed doors buthe knew he couldn’t get away with it spiritually because the One Above was watching.

The dean said, “What are you going to do?”

He replied, “I will have to take the course all over again. What else can 1 do?”

“And what happens if the next test comes out on a Saturday or a holiday?”

“Then, I will take the course again, and again. I will not desecrate my Sabbath or a holiday.”




