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’b 3 n ‘-, "‘ ] n s | UNDERSTANDING THE SALE OF CHOMETZ It is preferable to leave a key, or indicate where
’ Since it is forbidden to own or maintain chometz a key may be obtained, allowing access to the
A Torvah Tavlin Publication . on Pesach, any chometz not.disposed o.f, mpst be ghometz. It is forbidden to locl.< away the chpmelz
34 Mawiner Way Monsey, NY 10952 remgved from Qne's possession by selhng- 1t-to a in a manner that the gentlle buyer will be
gentile 2). This is commonly done by appointing a  absolutely unable to reach it (7).
*%3% | Rov (including those who he might appoint) to Types of chometz that are sold
transact the sale. Usually, a document of One is permitted to sell all chometz, including
20A CIC10A - AT 28 1'1010A T133= 1AL %3k | appointing is signed by the seller, and the Rov will UTT 0T¢ - actual chometz, such as bread and
ago uugo - auu e uugo uaa+ uau also make a gaafi 166+ by giving the seller an object cookies. Some individuals, however, are careful
Shabbos Parshas Ki Sisa - ]P’a rshas Parah %k | belonging to him to lift up. This transaction is not not to sell actual chometz which they dispose of
LI A to actually sell the chometz to the Rov, but rather as  totally, and only sell a chometz mixture or items of
March 13, 2004 = a n uu g aa € gk | @ way f?)]r the seller to show his sincerity in whic}};there is 23/ doubt if it contains chometz.
12-36 - GAU / 21334 a96I (Monsey, NY) 5:42 - QAU Uhgd U<i3a appointing the Rm') to hanfile f[he sqle @3). If it was Whatever one de.:cides to sell, he should .not
6-01 - G Ué. 'éé il] H0Bl] e L 6:00 - GALl 420 10 A06=U) 23k 3¢ not done,'the appointment is still Yahd. move %t aft@r he appoints a Rov for the transaction.
- o7/ 6 e ety If one is unable to meet a Rov in person, he may Likewise, it is not preferable to purchase new
6:51 ,a,e g I,/ ! e ?a uao ~~~~~~ 8:32 - ‘a i/ O\E‘u, ?g— |_|ﬁ send a letter or fax with written authorization to chometz after the appointment. Because of this,
7:13- TUddéag Geéul /€"a0  ~~~~~ 9:08 - a"gad/0Tu Uaég+ e ®%% | sell. 440684, verbally appointing a Rov over the some people do not appoint a Rov until the day
phone is enough. The Rov will then write down the before bedikas chometz (s).
’1)5}1 NVTH %33k | seller's name, location and that of the chometz (). If one plans to be away for Yom Tov, in a
One should detail the exact location of the different city or different time zone, there are
%3k | chometz, or in a general way, i.e. "in specially complicated questions as to the exact time of
marked cabinets in the kitchen and basement." (5) If  prohibited chometz ownership. One should discuss
ééégu ala 1o ﬂaaal au ,aééaa - (ai-ai ) éég Uéa 0U0d Taéaa+01 1aglié 634 Uag Ga aul éé ssksk | an entire room is designated, it should be clearly this with the Rov.
TaT a3+06 4"4+a3 10884 10204 ‘ia aadcTa +g (é-1) 'a64 T0aa ai+0a "ai 4000 08 38, TaGETY 40 0 ) (40 e i 710 ()3 26: o 13 1470 60 ) 16T T 0 aveed 672 1)
03680 pAU T0 &z 1304 1T €0T  8T€ U0al TOeT Tabf Ta+1 6a0GUUE 1" €"0gd ; :
(64 TéOdA TUA 804 T=01 &4"a+5 A0pUE 1614 1=0A GEOGT &6 B¢ Al alalal 1970 1a 14 | %% ceeedIIN NI DYDY
ﬂ()éé adi aé('j LUTT au0Ta éaéc; aiu aaézga 0"0 Agdaéia .1"eo THT 0d0d Téi+UA Ua aiTua
daec ai 104 é& aedea aaaé udda 10 male - "3u60 &éu aTa ,"au0d @Oé uéa U 'Ugd aTaaga'ia | ke
0c ada 6aaa éé ,i+ua UedcT Tu Toea aaaea 1€ a+id égoaau ioe icaal ue fa 7"au06 "a iaé oo .
aec ai 6lAl 1ied ,Taa& 18 TU éoc ada uosas 2804 T4Te &T4,1+08 GOCT €"0 TUATT | 4 44 | R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk ZT"L (Meshech Chochmah) would say: .
AecU T4aa ¢ 10 g081 1+U 60C4 63 881 116  &dka 'fa ,1"0r 44é0 ae’aaao g a|aa gaAT aia "If Bnei Yisroel had assumed that Moshe Rabbeinu had died, why did they not appoint Aharon to be
M0G0 Adkead  |TAo0a aeg 10 gOél aa IeUIau 0836 &04a 16001 their leader? Apparently, some people prefer to have an inanimate cow as their leader rather than
I'l]éé. @ |araue 1164 U406 '3 54 1404 164 uTad | *** | someone who is competent. They rejected Aharon, but were able to accept the Golden Calf!"
3-41) 46AT 140 4401068 €0C4 403a 066 TAET C+6l aaﬂua aidd 1630 aia 140a va auou Téudaa . .
|'('|‘L‘J )l'l]‘l 1404 Ga &00 |aeg g4l gAdaT aag 10 4000 Ta (4 .4048M 1656 dtap AUT A+U4 Alaid | *k* R’ S""lom‘““‘]?' Shapiro Shlit"a would say: ) , , o
T4l 04001 TOA &l 66 AAol 0Aga 68 1 I(}l:lé AT0 681 €04 670 168 U4 GUETA 41A fApad ,AAs0as 1630 . The 1+U&8 UEOCT - Half shekel, is representative of Jewish society. NO one person is an island unto
Agr 43340 1304 ¢ ,adie aaeeg:uéu 033 A4 ,Téaia  ,Adaeda a|é 142 16404 1404 (1A 43400 T6U0AA (A | s himself, whole and complete. Each one of us is but a part of a larger entity, a shul, a neighborhood, an
i ueao| 3"4+a aea é"ad auo| 1 06ge0T aau(;| (& 'a 638" TI Al '063 &Té ,'a 630 guia 104 4& Tad organization. Giving a half shekel teaches us that isolating oneself from society is not the Jewish way."
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AU00U A&c phava ‘L;Jéaoa EREY fiéoa%alaaa T4l augd |£6 |§;1 ,aU‘)T'é 10304 116 4aeg ai puia | *¥** | R' Chaim Sanzer ZT"L (Divrei Chaim) would say: .
i 10 77808 GAUCTT 14 3086 AT ee ERY) aaugl (& A3 61 4008 gTad 414 104 égé’f a1 pua aeci What do I do before davening to prepare myself for tefillah? Before the prayers I pray!
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Looking at the young chassid pitifully, the master concluded his words instructively. "Forty days of
fasting can not earn you Divine inspiration if after all that, you go back to eating like a horse - with the

same level of indulgence you maintained before."

TORAH GEMS

1N

The translation of this posuk - "In the hearts of
all that are wise, I have given knowledge" - is
similar to the posuk in Daniel, T6TéE¢i alTEC age"
(ag-4) "adka é0aei aoadTa - "(Hashem) gives wisdom
to the wise and knowledge to those who
understand.” The question is: If Hashem gives
wisdom only to those who are wise, then one must
first be wise before he can receive wisdom. This
seems to be a contradiction, for how is it possible
to first be wise? Where will a person get his
original wisdom?

The Belzer Rebbe, R' Aharon Rokeach ZT"L
answers in the name of his father. In Tehillim,
Dovid Hamelech says, "a Uagé &Té¢ Géuag" -
"The fear of G-d is the beginning of wisdom." The
gemara elaborates and says (141 Udpd), 634 163"
"TETU UaeéT Gic T6TU - "Everything is in the
Hands of Heaven besides fear of Heaven." Only
true fear of G-d, must man strive to attain on his
own. One who observes the grandeur of nature
should come to realize the existence of Hashem
Yisborach, and thereby develop a deep reverence
for Him. One who does not do so is due to a desire
to rid oneself of the duties and responsibilities of
the Torah and 'a U0 and not due to a lack of
intellectual capability.

Thus, the initial wisdom that every single
individual has the capacity to achieve is a
rudimentary 'a Uagé, a basic reverence of G-d, and
this wisdom will allow one to qualify to receive the
Divine gift of additional wisdom.

(&-a1) '44 asd 0g0 AU+ T0 66 d0ap+a édda ad &1é
When the Jews committed the sin of worshiping

the 4428 180 - Golden Calf, Hashem threatened to
turn them over to the custody of an angel. Moshe
Rabbeinu pleaded on behalf of his people that they
should not lose this wonderful personal protection
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. "Please Hashem, You go
among us Yourself, because they are a stubborn
people, and You will forgive our sins.” What kind
of a plea is that?

The Maggid of Dubno, R' Yaakov Krantz
ZT"L explained with a parable. Several peddlers
got together at the end of a long day working the
streets. One peddler complained that he had a very
poor day. He had no customers at all for the cheap
wooden forks and spoons which he had been trying
to sell in the wealthiest section of town. "You
fool!" the other peddlers chastised him. "Nobody in
that section will buy wooden utensils. Those
people use only gold and silver for their needs.
You should peddle cheap utensils in the poor
sections of town."

Similarly, the Maggid observed, Hashem had
just told Moshe that He was merciful and
forgiving. Seizing the opportunity to effect total
reconciliation, Moshe pointed out, "What will You
do with Your mercy and forgiveness? The angels
in heaven have no use for them. They are never
disobedient nor sinful and You will never see
actualization of these exalted qualities. It is more
befitting that Your glory should come down and
accompany the Jewish people personally. It is
because they are a stubborn and defiant people,
and here You will have many customers for Your
mercy and forgiveness." Moshe Rabbeinu, in his
inimitable wisdom, effected Divine forgiveness for
Bnei Yisroel.
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A young man, engrossed in his learning, came upon an idea found in the seforim that if one fasts for
forty consecutive days, he will attain the highest form of spirituality and merit U&+& ¢dg - Divine
Inspiration, just as Moshe Rabbeinu did. Excited about the prospect of attaining such an elevated
plateau, that very day he began his quest and refrained from eating for the next forty days straight.
However, when he completed the allotted time, no matter how hard he tried, he could not feel any
inspiration, Divine or otherwise, and he was thoroughly disappointed. He decided to go to his local
Rebbe and discuss the matter.

The Rebbe, seeing the seriousness and earnestness of his young chassid, listened fastidiously as the
man put forth his complaint that he had pushed himself and fasted for forty consecutive days, and
according to the reading he had done, this should have merited him Ud3+a ¢dg. However, he felt no
different than before. How can this be so?

The Rebbe stroked his beard thoughtfully and then began to illustrate the chassid's pitiful error. “It is
legendary that the holy Baal Shem Tov ZT"L traveled at miraculous speed. A trip that should have
taken days was completed in hours or even minutes. This was due to the greatness of the Baal Shem Tov
who experienced what only the greatest men in our history achieved: éga& U060+ - the ground literally
folding underneath his wagon to make the trip go faster.

"Now, as we all know, it is the practice of people who travel by horse and buggy to stop at every inn
to feed and water the horses. This is extremely necessary in order that the horses will not tire out during
the trip and in order to care for and maintain the buggy. When the Baal Shem Tov’s horses flew by the
first inn at great speed, they were surprised and thought to themselves, 'Horses need to take a break to
rest. We didn't do so, so maybe we are not really horses after all. Maybe we are really human beings, who
only stop to eat every few hours.' As they continued to pass more and more inns at breakneck speed,
without stopping for food and water, these thoughts escalated; 'Well, even human beings would have
stopped to eat by now. Since we are still not being fed at all, maybe we are actually angels, who require
no food and water at all!' These were, after all, the horses of the Baal Shem Tov," said the Rebbe to the
wide-eyed chassid with a wink, "One would expect them to be smarter than the average animal."

"When they finally arrived at their destination, however, the horses instinctively pounced on the hay
that they were given with animal relish. At that point, all their wild thoughts vanished as they realized,
"You know, we must be horses after all."
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