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äøô úùøô - àùú éë úùøô ùãå÷ úáù
  Shabbos Parshas Ki Sisa - Parshas Parah  

  March 13, 2004 - ã"ñùú øãà 'ë   

12:36 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî       (Monsey, NY)      5:42 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
 6:01 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~       6:00 - úáù áøò ìù äòé÷ù                
6:51 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö        ~~~~~~        8:32 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               

7:13 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö        ~~~~~        9:08 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             

***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***

Dvar Halachah from Rav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
(1) íåé íéùåìù çñôì íãå÷ çñô 'ìäá ïéìàåù

UNDERSTANDING THE SALE OF CHOMETZ
    Since it is forbidden to own or maintain chometz 
on Pesach, any chometz not disposed of, must be 
removed from one's possession by selling it to a 
gentile (2). This is commonly done by appointing a 
Rov (including those who he might appoint) to 
transact the sale. Usually, a document of 
appointing is signed by the seller, and the Rov will 
also make a øãåñ ïéð÷ by giving the seller an object 
belonging to him to lift up. This transaction is not 
to actually sell the chometz to the Rov, but rather as 
a way for the seller to show his sincerity in 
appointing the Rov to handle the sale (3). If it was 
not done, the appointment is still valid. 
     If one is unable to meet a Rov in person, he may  
send a letter or fax with written authorization to 
sell. ãáòéãá, verbally appointing a Rov over the 
phone is enough. The Rov will then write down the 
seller's name, location and that of the chometz (4).
  One should detail the exact location of the 
chometz, or in a general way, i.e. "in specially 
marked cabinets in the kitchen and basement." (5) If 
an entire room is designated, it should be clearly 
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marked and not entered into over Pesach, except 
briefly for something of importance (6).
     It is preferable to leave a key, or indicate where 
a key may be obtained, allowing access to the 
chometz. It is forbidden to lock away the chometz 
in a manner that the gentile buyer will be 
absolutely unable to reach it (7). 
Types of chometz that are sold
     One is permitted to sell all chometz, including 
ùîî õîç - actual chometz, such as bread and 
cookies. Some individuals, however, are careful 
not to sell actual chometz which they dispose of 
totally, and only sell a chometz mixture or items of 
which there is a doubt if it contains chometz.
    Whatever one decides to sell, he should not 
move it after he appoints a Rov for the transaction. 
Likewise, it is not preferable to purchase new 
chometz after the appointment. Because of this, 
some people do not appoint a Rov until the day 
before bedikas chometz (8). 
    If one plans to be away for Yom Tov, in a 
different city or different time zone, there are 
complicated questions as to the exact time of 
prohibited chometz ownership. One should discuss 
this with the Rov. åàèçù åìà ìò øáåãîäù ,åðééäã - (ãì-áì) "íúàèç

 íäî ãå÷ôé ä"á÷äå ,íôåâá ìòåôá àìå äáùçîá ÷ø
.úåðåò øàù íò äæä ïåòä ïî èòî

 úëá íéùðà íúåà ãòá ï÷úì ä"á÷ä äöøùë ,ïëìå     
 øôåë" úúì äåö ,ùîî äùòîá åàèç àìù äðåøçà
 åàèç àì íôåâ éë äøôëä àåáé ùôðä ìò ,øîåìë - "åùôð
 éöç àåä óåâä éë ,ì÷ùä úéöçî ìù íòèä åäæå .ììë
 àèç àì óåâäù ïåéëå ,íãàä ìë ìù éöç àåä ùôðäå
 ,àèçù íãàä éöç ìò øôëì ì÷ù éöçá éã êëì ,ììë

 ."åùôð" åðééäå

(ã-áì) äëñî ìâò åäùòéå èøçá åúåà øöéå íãéî ç÷éå
 íéîù íùì ìâòä úà äùò ïäëä ïøäàù øàåáî äðä     
 íäì úåùòì íòä áì éë äàøù òâøá éë ,ììçúé àìù
 äøæ äãåáò ïåòá éë ,äéìë åáééçúðù òãåé äéä ,íéäìà
 íùéðòî ä"á÷ä äéä ë"àå ,äùòîì úôøèöî äáùçî
 éë ìåãâ ù"ù ìåìéç äéäé æàå ,ãáìá äáùçîä ìò
 äùòðù àèç øåáòá ùðåòä úà åìúé àì íìåòä úåîåàä
 ïë ìò ?ïåòä úáùçîî íä åòãé äî éë ,ãáì äáùçî é"ò
 äéäéù ,ìòåôá ìâòä úà íìéáùá úåùòì ïøäà íëçúä

ä

 ùéà åðúðå íäéãå÷ôì ìàøùé éðá ùàø úà àùú éë 
 (áé-ì) 'åëå íúåà ãå÷ôá 'äì åùôð øôë

 äîë úòãì íðéðî íåëñ ìá÷ì õåôçúùë ì"æå é"ùøô     
 ì÷ùä úéöçî à"ë åðúé àìà úìåâìåâì íðîú ìà ,íä
 ò"ö äøåàëìå .ì"ëò íðéðî òãúå íéì÷ùä úà äðîúå
 êééù äîã ,"åùôð øôë ùéà åðúðå" 'úëã äîá àø÷ä 'ìá
 à÷åã êøöåäù íòè ïéáäì ùé íâå ?"åùôð" 'ìä ïàë

?äæá ïåîè äîå ,ì÷ùä úéöçî é"ò íúåðîì
 äðéá 'ñá ,ì"öæ åâéô äéãáåò ø"åîâä øàáî àìà     
 ,ìâòä àèç ìò øôëì àá ïëùîäù òåãé äðäã ,íéúòì
 íúåà (à :ìàøùé ììëá úåúë 'ã åéä ìâòä ìöà úîàáå
 ,äàøúä àìáå íéãò àìá ìâòä úà åùòù íéùðàä
 íò åùòù íä (á .äèåñ ïéãë åðéáø äùî ä÷ùä äìàìå
 .éåì éðá é"ò ïéã úéá úúéîá åìà åâøäðå ,äàøúäå íéãò
 ,äàøúä àìá ìáà íéãòá ìâòä úà åãáòù íéùðàä (â
 úà 'ä óâéå" ïìäì 'úëã åîë ,'ä óâð øùà íòä åéä íäå
 íòä íúåà (ã .(äì-áì) "ìâòä úà åùò øùà ìò íòä
 íäì áùçð íðîà ,äùòîáå ìòåôá ììë åàèç àì øùà
 úà äçð êì äúòå" øîàð äìà ìòå ,åçéî àì øùà àèçì
 íäéìò éúã÷ôå éã÷ô íåéáå ... êì éúøáã øùà ìà íòä

 à
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 ãë,çé:ã ìàéëìî éøáã ú"åù (5) (áò) æé:çîú äáåùú é÷ñô (4) âé-àé:ä äøéëî 'ìä í"áîø ïééò (3) â:çîú íù (2) à:èëú ç"åà (1)
á:è õîç - ãîç éãù (8) áé:çîú äøåøá äðùî (7) 'é ïåéö úåáù ú"åù (6)

   

R' Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk ZT"L (Meshech Chochmah) would say:
    "If Bnei Yisroel had assumed that Moshe Rabbeinu had died, why did they not appoint Aharon to be 
their leader? Apparently, some people prefer to have an inanimate cow as their leader rather than 
someone who is competent. They rejected Aharon, but were able to accept the Golden Calf!"

R' Solomon B. Shapiro Shlit"a would say:
     "The ì÷ùä úéöçî - Half shekel, is representative of Jewish society. No one person is an island unto 
himself, whole and complete. Each one of us is but a part of a larger entity, a shul, a neighborhood, an 
organization. Giving a half shekel teaches us that isolating oneself from society is not the Jewish way."   

R' Chaim Sanzer ZT"L (Divrei Chaim) would say:
     "What do I do before davening to prepare myself for tefillah? Before the prayers I pray!"
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    Looking at the young chassid pitifully, the master concluded his words instructively. "Forty days of 
fasting can not earn you Divine inspiration if after all that, you go back to eating like a horse - with the 
same level of indulgence you maintained before." ***

***
***

 'ä éðôì äìéòåî äðéà äáåùúù åøîàé ë"àå ,ùðòð ïééãò
 àåäù åøéëéå åàøé ìëäù éãë åáì úà äù÷ä ë"ò .å"ç

.åãøîá ãîåò
 äöîùì ïøäà äòøô éë" 'úëã äî åäæå ,ïàë ð"ääå     
 åãáòù øáãä úà ïøäà òøôå äìéâ ,øîåìë - "íäéî÷á
 äìâúúù éãë ,åáééçúð äæ íåùîå ìòåôá ìâòä úà
 ... íàéöåä äòøá" åøîàé àìù ìàøùé éàðåùì äöîùä

  .'ä ãåáë ììåçé àìå ,"äîãàä éðô ìòî íúåìëì

 ä"á÷äù øåøéáá åòãé æàå ,úåîåàä ìëì éåìâ ïåòä
.íðåò ìéáùá ìàøùé éðá úà ùéðòä

 ,ì"öæ õéáøåä éåìä 'éòùé ø"åîâä ,ä"ìùä áúëå     
 äàø éë ,íéøöîá äòøô áì úãáëä ïéðòì äîåã äæã
 ,ìàøùé éðá úà çìùì äòøô íéëñé íà åìéôàù ú"éùä
 ,'ä éðôì òðëéå äæá äáåùú äùòù íåùî äæ äéäé àì
 áù úîàáù åàøé íéøçà íìåà .çøëäå ñðåà êåúî àìà
 úàæ ìëáå ,ìàøùé úà çåìùì íéëñäå åúòùøî äòøô

ëò(å-àì) äîëç éúúð áì íëç ìë áìáå  
   The translation of this posuk - "In the hearts of 
all that are wise, I have given knowledge" - is 
similar to the posuk in Daniel,  ïéîéëçì àúîëç áäé"
(àë-á) "äðéá éòãéì àòãðîå - "(Hashem) gives wisdom 
to the wise and knowledge to those who 
understand." The question is: If Hashem gives 
wisdom only to those who are wise, then one must 
first be wise before he can receive wisdom. This 
seems to be a contradiction, for how is it possible 
to first be wise? Where will a person get his 
original wisdom?
     The Belzer Rebbe, R' Aharon Rokeach ZT"L 
answers in the name of his father. In Tehillim, 
Dovid Hamelech says, "'ä úàøé äîëç úéùàø" - 
"The fear of G-d is the beginning of wisdom." The 
gemara elaborates and says (:âì úåëøá),  éãéá ìëä"
"íéîù úàøéî õåç íéîù - "Everything is in the 
Hands of Heaven besides fear of Heaven." Only 
true fear of G-d, must man strive to attain on his 
own. One who observes the grandeur of nature 
should come to realize the existence of Hashem 
Yisborach, and thereby develop a deep reverence 
for Him. One who does not do so is due to a desire 
to rid oneself of the duties and responsibilities of 
the Torah and 'ä úãåáò and not due to a lack of 
intellectual capability.
     Thus, the initial wisdom that every single 
individual has the capacity to achieve is a 
rudimentary 'ä úàøé, a basic reverence of G-d, and 
this wisdom will allow one to qualify to receive the 
Divine gift of additional wisdom.

(è-ãì) 'åâå àåä óøò äù÷ íò éë åðáø÷á éðãà àð êìé
     When the Jews committed the sin of worshiping

the áäæä ìâò - Golden Calf, Hashem threatened to 
turn them over to the custody of an angel. Moshe 
Rabbeinu pleaded on behalf of his people that they 
should not lose this wonderful personal protection 
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. "Please Hashem, You go 
among us Yourself, because they are a stubborn 
people, and You will forgive our sins." What kind 
of a plea is that? 
     The Maggid of Dubno, R' Yaakov Krantz 
ZT"L explained with a parable. Several peddlers 
got together at the end of a long day working the 
streets. One peddler complained that he had a very 
poor day. He had no customers at all for the cheap 
wooden forks and spoons which he had been trying 
to sell in the wealthiest section of town. "You 
fool!" the other peddlers chastised him. "Nobody in 
that section will buy wooden utensils. Those 
people use only gold and silver for their needs. 
You should peddle cheap utensils in the poor 
sections of town." 
    Similarly, the Maggid observed, Hashem had 
just told Moshe that He was merciful and 
forgiving. Seizing the opportunity to effect total 
reconciliation, Moshe pointed out, "What will You 
do with Your mercy and forgiveness? The angels 
in heaven have no use for them. They are never 
disobedient nor sinful and You will never see 
actualization of these exalted qualities. It is more 
befitting that Your glory should come down and 
accompany the Jewish people personally. It is 
because they are a stubborn and defiant people, 
and here You will have many customers for Your 
mercy and forgiveness." Moshe Rabbeinu, in his 
inimitable wisdom, effected Divine forgiveness for 
Bnei Yisroel.
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 (çë-ãì) 'åëå äúù àì íéîå ìëà àì íçì äìéì íéòáøàå íåé íéòáøà 'ä íò íù éäéå

     A young man, engrossed in his learning, came upon an idea found in the seforim that if one fasts for 
forty consecutive days, he will attain the highest form of spirituality and merit ùãå÷ä çåø - Divine 
Inspiration, just as Moshe Rabbeinu did. Excited about the prospect of attaining  such an elevated 
plateau, that very day he began his quest and refrained from eating for the next forty days straight. 
However, when he completed the allotted time, no matter how hard he tried, he could not feel any 
inspiration, Divine or otherwise, and he was thoroughly disappointed. He decided to go to his local 
Rebbe and discuss the matter.  
     The Rebbe, seeing the seriousness and earnestness of his young chassid, listened fastidiously as the 
man put forth his complaint that he had pushed himself and fasted for forty consecutive days, and 
according to the reading he had done, this should have merited him ùãå÷ä çåø. However, he felt no 
different than before. How can this be so?
     The Rebbe stroked his beard thoughtfully and then began to illustrate the chassid's pitiful error. “It is 
legendary that the holy Baal Shem Tov ZT"L traveled at miraculous speed. A trip that should have 
taken days was completed in hours or even minutes. This was due to the greatness of the Baal Shem Tov 
who experienced what only the greatest men in our history achieved: êøãä úöéô÷ - the ground literally 
folding underneath his wagon to make the trip go faster. 
     "Now, as we all know, it is the practice of people who travel by horse and buggy to stop at every inn 
to feed and water the horses. This is extremely necessary in order that the horses will not tire out during 
the trip and in order to care for and maintain the buggy. When the Baal Shem Tov’s horses flew by the 
first inn at great speed, they were surprised and thought to themselves, 'Horses need to take a break to 
rest. We didn't do so, so maybe we are not really horses after all. Maybe we are really human beings, who 
only stop to eat every few hours.' As they continued to pass more and more inns at breakneck speed, 
without stopping for food and water, these thoughts escalated; 'Well, even human beings would have 
stopped to eat by now. Since we are still not being fed at all, maybe we are actually angels, who require 
no food and water at all!' These were, after all, the horses of the Baal Shem Tov," said the Rebbe to the 
wide-eyed chassid with a wink, "One would expect them to be smarter than the average animal."
     "When they finally arrived at their destination, however, the horses instinctively pounced on the hay 
that they were given with animal relish. At that point, all their wild thoughts vanished as they realized, 
'You know, we must be horses after all.'"
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