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Chazal tells us that a king of Israel must always act in a way that
preserves discipline and inspires awe. But this is just on the surface. In
his heart, the king must not regard himself as superior to his brothers. He
must never permit this regal glorification to penetrate his own heart.

The Dubner Maggid ZT"L gives a parable of a group of merchants
who came to the market to purchase merchandise, each one purchasing
according to his individul needs, and each purchasing his goods on credit.
Is there room for any one merchant to boast that he has purchased more
than the other? For in the end, his debt will just be larger than theirs!

The king, like the businessman with the most merchandise, has
nothing to boast of. While it is true, the respect given to him is greater
than to others, in the end, his debt is also greater than theirs. He must
redeem his responsibilities according to his lofty status.

It is, therefore, advisable to reflect, that for every great honor received
today, there will be mighty price to pay later on........
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R' Duvid Moshe of Chortkov ZT"L, would say:

"There are 'nMn> 0N 1y 1 - Seventy facets to the Torah. One of
these facets is that silence is a retaining wall that preserves all
knowledge."

R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L would say:

"If a man tells me that he is unable to study Torah because he
does not have any Seforim available to him, I am simply unable to
remain in his presence. The reason being, that Hashem gave each
person a mind - use it and think!"

R' Yaakov Yosef ZT"L of Polnoye would say:

"If a person does not appreciate himself, how can he possibly be

expected to appreciate others!"
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go and return home. Whereby, a further 10,000 soldiers turned around
and left.

The Captain looked around and then announced, 77 N1 ¥WNN M
MY AN 19> 1290 - He who is afraid and weak of heart, may go and
return home. All the remaining soldiers took off and immediately went
home - all but four soldiers remained. Those that stayed were the
Sha'agas Aryeh, R' Aryeh Leib Hakohen, the Nod'ah B'yehudah, R'
Yehudah Landau, the Pnei Yehoshua, and R' Eliyohu, the Gaon of
Vilna. The meaning was clear and the play was enjoyed by all.

The Rosh Yeshiva, R' Chaim Soloveitchik, commented afterwards,
"What these students forgot to mention is the most primary point. These
four Gaonim alone, still won the war!"
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The Posuk speaks of distinctions between "blood and blood", between
"judgement and judgement" and between "plague and plague". Explains
R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L of Lublin, these three distinctions hint at three
important questions:

"Between blood and blood" - Why are Jews, of all the people in the
world, subject to blood libels, even though Jews are forbidden to consume
blood and must soak their meat to remove even a slight trace of it?

"Between judgement and judgement" - Why do we find generations of
Jews wiped out in a single day, even though we ourselves are commanded
not to kill even a mother cow and her calf on the same day?

"Between plague and plague" - Why, despite Hashem's promise that
He will send a plague on our clothing and houses as a warning, are Jews
constantly persecuted, pursued and killed?

Says R' Meir Shapiro, the answer to these questions can be found in
the continuation of that same Posuk »aywa nan »2a71» - Matters of
controversy within your gates. The source of all the problems that befall
Bnei Yisroel is because there are quarrels among us.
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In the Volozhiner Yeshiva, the Talmidim once put on a performance
during the Yeshiva's Purim seudah. Many of the students, members of
the Hanhalah and Rebbeim were present, including the Rosh Hayeshiva
R' Chaim Soloveitchik ZT"L. The play was based on the Posukim in
this week's Parshah, whereby a Jew could become exempt from serving
in the army. The scenario was as follows:

There was a great and mighty army of 100,00 Jewish soldiers standing
by, all ready to wage war. The Captain of the Guard rose and declared,
MY AWM TH 19IN NI WIN 12 N N WRN " - He who has built a
new home and has not yet dedicated it, may go and return home.
Immediately, 10,000 soldiers left the camp and did indeed return home.

The Captain again rose and declared, 155N X721 D12 YOI TWN WINRN M7
MY avn 19> - He who has planted a vineyard and has not yet
consecrated it, may go and return home. Another 10,000 soldiers left the
camp. The Captain continued, 2w 72> NNPY N2 NUN YIN TUN WIND Y107
MY - He who has betrothed a woman and has not yet wed, may




