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 xrpxri mgpn 'xe l"f awri 'x oa ail dix` 'x znyp ielirl
miigd xexva dxexv mznyp `dz - l"f mdxa` dyn 'x oa

 ,ubhgru vbuntc ,uezj,vu ,sucgc ,tn ,"havhcr m"vdv
 ivfv kthknd.hcubhcre"vhg ohkaurh ohnav rga h"r t"yhka 

wv lrs urnau uhrjt u,hc ,tu uhbc ,t vumh rat ignk uh,gsh hf
(yh-jh)uhskh lubhjk u,urxn,v ,shnc huk, ostv ,uchaj rehg - 

     wubt ohtru 'ubhct ovrct ,t ccjnu jcan ,"hava vn kg uz varpc
ratf vbv hf 'ub,htn sjtu sjt kfk gdubv kusd sunhk ubk ah itfn ,ntcu
ihdc rat 'oukav uhkg ubhct ovrct ka u,uchaju u,kgn ,t ,ubnk tc v"cev
thcvk kufhcf u,uraptc ihtu 'ohhnhbpv uh,usux ,t uk ,ukdk tuv jrfun lf
vhv tk hrv 'ucuvt ovrctk rcsv ,t vkdh ory vrungu ousx kg ,ubgrupv ,t

/,ucdabvu ,ukgbv uh,udavu uh,udhrsn kfc hs
tuva vn kf ,t ovrctn vxfk uk ihta rnt tuv lurc ausev vbvs      
u,gsn tka vz rcs ,uagk hk vph tk" 'ousx hcdk hrhhna h"ar c,fu 'vaug
vnku 'uhrjt u,hc ,tu uhbc ,t vumh rat ignk uh,gsh hf" arhp ikvk ifu /"wufu

 /"wufu hfrs runak hkg uhbc ,t vumn tuva hpk 'vumh rat ignk 'uh,gsh
ubc lubhj rucg dtsa lfc tyc,v ubhct ovrct ka u,uchcj rehgs rtucnu     
tkv hf ohkhvcn ohrcsvu 'uh,umnu wv lrs ,t runak uhbc ,t vumh tuva vncu
uk skuuh vba sugca vjycvv ,t kche uhafg eru 'ubc ,shk hbpk ihhsg zt vhv
u,phta kfa lf ouan vhv v"cev hbhgc u,uchcj rehga ubhmn if hp kg ;tu 'ic

/wv lrs runak uhrjt u,hc ,tu uhbc ,t lbjk v,hv u,eua,u
ksud ,t ,gsk 'ktrahc aht kfk ohhj lrs ,uuvk ohfhrm uktv ohrcsv      
yrpu yrp kfc ostv ,t vuukha lhrm ,tzv vadrvu 'uhkg ,kyunv ,uhrjtv
ouan lfc ah otv grutn kf kgu rcs kf kg ibuc,hu cuajha 'unuh rsxn
utrh ohbcv otv /osgc kuafn ,uuvk kfuh u"j tna ut ohskhv lubhjk ,kgu,
vnc ukueha rehg tvh ihbg kfc hf /rcsv ,gr ovhkg ghpah u"j ut rxun ujehu
rrch 'kkp,vk ,xbf ,hc vzhtc cuajk tc ratf 'tndusku 'uhskh lubhjk gduba
ohrah oa ohkkp,na ohabtv otvu 'uhskh rucg ouenv oht,h otv vbuatrc
'arsnv ,hcu ,xbfv ,hc sucfc ohdvubau vkhp,v ,t ohccjna esm hkgcu
ibuc,h vaug tuva rcs kfc ifu 'iufbv lrsv usnkhu utrhu ugnah ohskhva hsf
kfuha sm vzht uk ah otu 'u,dvbv ,t utrh ratf ubnn uhbc usnkh vn u,gsc

/u,dvbv ,t shn vbah u"j ,hkhka vgpav uvazht ovk ,uuvk
ohbc uk ihtu ohskhv lubhj erpk ghdv tk ihhsga hnk ;t gdub vz ihbgu     
;t ubhct ovrctk u,cvt ksud ,t v"cev vkhda uz varpc ubhtra unfu 'snkk
uduuhz ,t apjk utucc hrv 'vat tab tk ihhsga hn ;tu /ubc uk skub tk ihhsga
uhhj ,tanu u,eua, tkn,ha iputc u,hc ,t ,ubck kfuha u,dts rehg tvh

/ckv ,urahu wv lrs ,t uhrjt uh,urusk khjbvk kfuha
wvk ohbntb ,urus ksdk sjh ubkuf vfzba 'ohnaca ubhct hbpkn iumr hvh      
hpnu ubhpn vru,v aunh tku 'uh,umncu v"cev hfrsc rah ufkhau 'u,ru,ku

/r"hft okug sg ubhgrz grzu ubhgrz

gucav ,uharp h"pg ursxb ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
ana ,hc e"ec ohrahn shdn t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn

ehsmf vhvu gar og ehsm ,hnvk vzv rcsf ,uagn lk vkhkj
 wufu lk vkhkj garf(vf-jh)ohna sucf-vkhp,v ,buuf  - 

      a,buuf (z"h ,ut ta, hf tnujb, 'wy y"n vcr ,hatrc) arsnv rth
w vkhnvwwwwvvvvkkkkhhhhkkkkjjjjtuva 'rnukf 'hbumhj ihhbg 'uaurhpw-lk tuv thhrc 'isuh wr rnt" '

';xuh .g) wlk tuv ihkujw iuakn tuv wlk vkhkjw f"tu '(ausev) lrauh eujk .ujn
oa kukhj 'ohngp h,a vkhkj vkhkj 'tjt r"t /([h"aru wi,buh oudr,wv uarhp ifu]
aubt rusk vag if ',uhrcv ihrnuta 'gar og ehsm ,hn,a 'vz rcsc ah ohna
wr" 'w;xuh .gwc c,fu '"vcua, ,uagn ost hbc ohgbnbu 'vdkpv rusk kucnv rusk
wvkhkjw ,khn ,t arpn tuv 'tres tru,hh jufns tkt 'isuh wrk vsun hnb tjt

/"vkfn tuv garu o, 'rnuk uhrjt urvrvha 'ohna oa kukhj iuakn 'vhhbav
     kkkkttttbbbbccccrrrrccccttttuuuu    hhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrruuuu    iiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvuuuu'urnth 'garf ehsmf vhvh ota" 'ohphxun 

vrhjcv kyc,,u '(s"h wd hftkn) wu,rnan ubrna hf gmc vnu 'oheukt sucg tuaw
'ousx kg ubhct ovrct ka u,khp,a 'rtucnu /"okugc vrhpfv vcr,,u 'vsucgvu

/ohna sucf smn v,hv
,anan tkhnn 'vru,c vrfzuva vbuatrv vkhp,v ,tza iuhfa ';hxuvk ahu     

/ohna sucf ignk tv,a 'vkhp,v ,buuf ,rumu iput sunhkk thv
 c,f ifu     ''''((((wwwwuuuuvvvvhhhhkkkktttt    ,,,,uuuubbbbaaaawwww    uuuurrrrppppxxxxcccc))))    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    ttttbbbbkkkkhhhhuuuuuuuunnnn    tttt""""rrrrddddvvvv,fxn) cu,fa vn kg 

'ohkkp,nu ,jt vga ohvua uhv ohbuatrv ohshxj" '(wt vban 'wv erp ',ufrc
ochk ,t ubuufha hsf" 't"rdv rthcu '"ouenk ochk ,t ubuufha hsf
kf vhvha kkp,vk tkt 'unmg lrumk vkhp,c ihufk ruxta 'aurhp-ouenk
lrumk tk kct 'vkgnk ktrah ,xbf okab vhvhu ',unhkav ,hkf,c ktrah

/"wufu wouenk ochk ubuufha hsfw itf c,fa vn vzu 'wufu unmg
 kusdv ushnk, f"fu         wwwwoooohhhhhhhhjjjjvvvv    aaaappppbbbbwwww    uuuurrrrppppxxxxcccc))))    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    iiiihhhhzzzzuuuukkkkuuuuuuuunnnn    jjjj""""rrrrddddvvvv'wc rga] 

rrug,n ostv ,khp, kueka 'wcegh kue kuevw rnta uvzu" '([t"h-h oherp
hbpk 'ubhhvw-wukhj hbpk ukue i,b wvuw cu,fv rnta uvzu 'wufu iuhkgv kuev u,nugk

/"rtc,hfu 'wv ka khhjk kanba kkp,nv
rehgv ,t vzc znr 'wukhj hbpkw rnta vnu" 'c,fu wohhjv apbwv lhanvu     
unfa 'vausec juf ;hxuvk ihufk 'tuv v,buuf kkfa 'vkhp,v ihhbg ka kusdv
er ubumrc uapb rxunu 'sdbn unmg hfrmu uhbhhbg kf lhkan khjv habtn ahtva
if 'u,ufkn tabh,u vbhsnv v,ut ka vfuknv r,f ,t dhaha 'lknv sucf kg
er 'u,khp,c u,cajn rvuyu u,buuf kf ,t ouak 'rahv ostk sutn hutr
lhanvku 'iuhkgv kuev ,t ukuec rrugku 'ohbuhkgv ,unkugc juf ,, ;hxuvk
okugv ieu,hu 'okugv in vtnuyv jur rhcgvku ',unkugv kfk rutu ,ufrc ubnn
ihshn, sdbf ,ukhp,wu 'wufu kkf unmg hfrmu uhbhhbg kg tku 'una lrc,h u,ufknc
vhv tku 'wtekx vucdk tkufw-wohahtk khkfw-,ukug uhva '(:u"f ,ufrc) woube,

/"wufu kkf yuhsv ekj ivc

     ,ca ,urb ,eksv 5:32 - 
9:29 -  t"nqgna ,thre inz   

10:05 - t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  
10:56 - t"rdvqvkhp, inz ;ux 

,cav ouhk vnjv ,ghea   - 5:49
6:39 - chrgnq f"vtm e"amun   

      7:01 - o, ubhcrk q f"vtm 

R’ Yaakov Yosef of Polnoa ZT”L (Toldos Yaakov Yosef) would say: 

    “‘And behold there were three men standing over him; he (Avraham) saw and ran towards them.’ The mishna in

Avos (1:2) teaches that the world stands on three pillars: Torah, Avodah, and Gemilas Chasadim. These three pillars

correspond to our three forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov. Now, at this point, Yitzchok and Yaakov were not

yet born, and the world only had the Amud Hachessed - Pillar of Kindness, embodied in Avraham, upon which to stand.

Avraham realized that the responsibilities of ‘three men’ -  Himself, Yitzchok, and Yaakov - were ‘standing over him’ -

relying on him and rather than shy away, ‘he ran’ - he rushed towards his responsibilities and eagerly fulfilled them.”

wt ohhj ,nka ,"ua ihhg (3) c:t j"ut (2) /d ,ufrc (1)
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ppppllllyyyynnnn : The city of Gerar was unique. It was the most

advanced, the most intellectual, the most modernized center

of civilization in ancient times. With all that, it was outstand-

ing for another reason: It was a city where no person felt the  

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (6)

Reciting Tikkun Chatzos. The special prayer known as

“Tikkun Chatzos” was composed by the Mekubalim to say each

night at midnight, to mourn the exile and request that the Bais

Hamikdash be rebuilt. This might sound like an unusual topic to

discuss in a Halacha column for it is not an obligation to say it

and ordinary people should better put their efforts into properly

reciting the three daily obligatory tefillos. Nevertheless, there is

still a point in knowing what it is for a number of reasons: 

By knowing the reason and purpose of this concept, one can

attain a better feeling for the halachos that we keep to mourn

the exile and request the Bais Hamikdash. For example, there

is a halacha that states that after one finishes eating a bread

meal, he should recite the chapter of Tehillim ",ukgnv rha"
(126) before bentching. This is on days that we do not say

Tachanun, including Friday afternoon. However, on days

that we do say Tachanun, the halacha is that we say ,urvb kg"
"kcc (137). By gaining more knowledge about Tikkun Chatzos,

one can learn to do and say the above with more feeling. 

There are certain days when individuals, and even entire

communities, would recite Tikkun Chatzos. For example,

during the three weeks of mourning in the months of Tammuz

and Av (ohrmnv ihc), some communities and Yeshivos do say it

daily, not at midnight, but in the day after midday.

1)

2)

slightest allegiance to a higher power. The people had no

regard for an Almighty G-d and no regard for Divine law.

Thus, Avraham recognized that just as they lacked respect for

Hashem, they lacked proper conduct between one another.    

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

At certain critical times, when the pressures of exile are great,

some people feel the need to add this to their daily prayers.

Some Gedolim give a shortened version of Tikkun Chatzos

that their talmidim incorporate briefly into their recital of

vynv kg gna ,thre before going to sleep at night.

The Origin. Based on the Gemara (1), the Shulchan Aruch (2)

tells us that there are certain opportune times when tefillah for

redemption is well accepted by Hashem. These times are at the

end of the first third of the night, the end of the second third of the

night, and the end of the night. However, the Arizal, based on the

Zohar and one option in the Gemara, say that the best time is at

midnight (12 “clock hours” after Halachic midday which is

halfway between sunrise and sunset). This is the prevalent

custom among those who say Tikkun Chatzos.

Recital. The classic way of doing Tikkun Chatzos is to say the

entire text sitting on the ground, not wearing shoes, with ashes on

one’s head in place of tefillin, beginning at midnight. However

there is no minimum to say and one can do it anytime in the last

half of the night with shoes, without ashes, even just one chapter

such as "kcc ,urvb kg" (3). Even one posuk, e.g. ojr, oue, v,t"
"sgun tc hf vbbjk ,g hf iuhm or one phrase works. Rav Avigdor

Miller ZT”L used to tell some of his talmidim to sit on the

ground for a few seconds and say, in their own words, a request

that Hashem should rebuild the Bais Hamikdash soon.

3)

4)

R’ Yissachar Frand Shlit’a would say:

     “The Ramban writes that Sarah was rebuked for sending away Hagar. As a result, Hashem gave Hagar a son who was a

‘Pere Adam’ - who will afflict Sarah’s descendants with cruelty for all generations. If we ever wonder why Jews have

so much trouble from the Arabs, it can be traced back to this lack of compassion that was manifested by Sarah, as the

cause - as the Ramban points out - of the persecution manifested by the descendants of Yishmael to the Jewish people.”  

A Wise Man would say:

    “When you change the way you look at things, the things you look at will change.”



 //// lhrjt yhc, kt lapb kg yknv rnthu(zh-yh)
    We each have a yetzer hara who tries to ensure that we do not succeed in our Avodas Hashem. It is shrewd and conniving
and manages to disguise itself in many shapes and forms. Often it causes that which is forbidden to become so tempting that
one simply cannot withstand it. When this does not work it will switch tactics and make what is forbidden seem like a righteous
and pious act. The yetzer hara can make someone feel so conceited that he believes he has nothing left to work on, to improve. 
    However, says R’ Dr. Abraham J. Twerski, one of the most common and dangerous schemes of the evil inclination is
when it makes one feel so depressed that he has no desire, no energy, to do anything at all. It tells him, “Look at all the terrible
things you’ve done. How can you possibly have a relationship with Hashem?” It is not apparent that this is the workings of the

evil forces inside us. In fact, we often believe that such inner voices are coming from the yetzer tov urging us to repent. 
    The way to avoid being trapped by the yetzer hara, is to heed the advice that the angel gave Lot: “Escape with your life, do

not look behind you!” Don’t dwell on your past mistakes. There is a fine line between introspection and inner-destruction! If

your thoughts are causing you to feel uplifted, then you are on the right track. But if your feelings are causing you to feel
worthless and depressed, know that this could only be the work of the yetzer hara and you must stop looking at the past and
focus on building a better future. Like Rabbi Twerski says: “If you fall into mud, get up and wash yourself off. Don’t dwell on

how you fell in and how it felt to wallow in it.” We must look forward if we wish to escape the wily tactics of the evil inclination.
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 wudu lscg kgn rcg, tb kt lhbhgc ij h,tmn tb ot(d-jh)
     Desperate times call for desperate measures. The yeshivah in Kamenetz was in serious financial straits; the boys had
little to eat and the meager chaluka (dispensation) that was handed out each month barely covered their expenses. The Rosh

Yeshivah, R’ Boruch Ber Lebowitz ZT”L, decided that he had no choice but to go fundraising on the shores of America,

to rescue his yeshivah. Together with his son-in-law, R’ Reuven Grozovsky ZT”L, they arrived in 1929 and resided for
close to one full year, at the home of R’ Yaakov Yosef Herman ZT”L, the well-known Baal Chessed in New York.
     One night, a few weeks after R’ Boruch Ber arived, Mrs. Herman had a dream in which she saw Avraham Avinu and
Sarah Imeinu crying and bitterly lamenting a terrible misfortune that was about to happen. She saw herself standing
alongside them, praying and doing the same thing. In the dream, she tore her garment in grief and said that she would not
leave the room until her prayer was answered. The matriarch Sarah assured her that her prayer would be answered. When
Mrs. Herman awoke in the morning, she told her dream to her husband. He was uncharacteristically silent.
    At the time, the Hermans had a son who was learning in Yeshivas Knesses Yisroel in the holy city of Chevron. He had
come of marriageable age and people were urging the Hermans to bring him home and marry him off. They were
conflicted on the matter. R’ Yaakov Yosef felt that it was indeed time for him to come home. “Since Nochum Dovid is
now twenty years old, he needs to come home from yeshivah and find a shidduch.” Surprisingly, Mrs. Herman was against
the idea. Although she hadn’t seen her son in four years, she wanted him to remain in Chevron and continue learning. 

     They decided to bring the matter before R’ Boruch Ber and do whatever he said. R’ Boruch Ber listened carefully to
their query and was impressed with Mrs. Hermans’ contention that her son should remain in Yeshivah. 
    However, after deep thought and contemplation, R’ Boruch Ber agreed with his host, R’ Yaakov Yosef and insisted,
“Yes, he must come home!” That very day the Hermans sent their son a letter telling him to return to New York. He did as
he was told and was soon engaged. After he married, he wished to return to Chevron but his wife opposed the idea.
     A few months later, on Shabbos morning, the 18th of Menachem Av, a wild mob of murderous and bloodthirsty Arabs
massacred Jews in the city of our patriarchs. With murderous intent, they surrounded the Jewish homes, burst in, stabbed
and butchered the Jews without a drop of pity. They killed young and old, men, women and children with great cruelty. It
was known as the Chevron Massacre. Over seventy Jews were slaughtered, among them twenty-five yeshivah bochurim

who were studying in Knesses Yisroel. Many others were seriously wounded. 
    When the news of the massacre reached New York, people were shocked and dismayed. R’ Yaakov Yosef was quick to
remind his wife of her dream and of their disagreement about bringing their son home. He explained that he had wanted
him to come home because in her dream she had seen Avraham and Sarah, who excelled in the trait of chessed. 
     “I couldn’t stop thinking that since we, too, make considerable efforts to do chessed, maybe Avraham and Sarah
appeared to you in your dream to warn us that something was going to happen in Chevron.”
     Incidentally, R’ Boruch Ber’s own son, Yaakov Moshe, was also was learning in Chevron at the time, and miraculously
escaped death by hiding in one of the apartments near the yeshivah. Rioting, ax-wielding Arabs entered the apartment
building and murdered a number of Jews on the floor above him. They then descended to the apartment where Yaakov
Moshe was hiding and began hacking at the door with their axes. They were just a few hacks away from splintering the door
entirely, when a group of British soldiers appeared out of nowhere and fired warning shots. The cowardly Arabs turned and
quickly ran away. That morning, when a cable was sent to New York apprising people of the ongoing developments in
Chevron, R’ Boruch Ber was told what was happening and he opened the Aron Kodesh in shul and prayed fervently.
Witnesses later figured out that the time that R’ Boruch Ber was praying, was the same time that the British soldiers appeared
and the massacre was halted.

       vkuec gna vra lhkt rnt, rat kf
 wudu grz lk treh ejmhc hf           (ch-tf)

    The philosophy of “Torah im Derech Eretz” (Torah with
the way of the land) is articulated by R’ Shamshon Raphael
Hirsch ZT”L, and seeks to formalize a relationship between
traditional Judaism and the modern world. He famously

wrote that our sages believed it to be a “realization of Torah

in harmonious unity with society amidst the developments of
changing times.” But he also cautioned of the danger of
scientific knowledge leading one away from Hashem. In
America, R’ Joseph Breuer ZT”L, his grandson, cautiously
applied his words to American life, narrowing its application
over time. However, his heir in the KAJ community in
Washington Heights, R’ Shimon Schwab ZT”L, went even
further and warned of the dangers of secular culture and
literature, emphasizing a strong basis of faith and knowledge,
with extreme caution in engagements with the secular world.
     Shortly after he assumed his rabbinic position, R’ Schwab

wrote a letter to a number of leading Roshei Yeshivah in
Europe, asking their opinions regarding the advisability of
the Hirschian programs outside of Germany. R’ Boruch Ber

Lebowitz ZT”L and R’ Elchanan Wasserman ZT”L, both
maintained that “Torah im Derech Eretz” was a "vga ,truv"
(temporary ruling) which was only permissible in Germany
given the inroads of Reform there. R’ Avraham Yitzchak
Bloch ZT”L of Telshe wrote that it was impossible to give a
clear-cut response; leaders of each community must make
decisions based on individual requirements and circumstances.
   Most interesting is the response of R’ Avraham Mordechai
Alter ZT”L (Imrei Emes). R’ Schwab had the opportunity
to meet him personally and asked him the question directly.
The Rebbe responded cryptically by citing a posuk: rat kf"

 rnt,vra"vkuec gna  - “All that Sarah has said listen to

her.” R’ Schwab was perplexed by the Rebbe’s words until
the gabbai clarified the matter for him by pointing out that
Sarah (vra) is an acronym for Shamshon Raphael Hirsch.
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       uk ag, ktu rgbv kt lsh jka, kt rnthu
 wufu v,t ohekt trh hf h,gsh v,t hf    (ch-cf)

    Avraham Avinu was confused. In fact, he voiced his

concern to Hashem: “First You told me that I would have

descendants through Yitzchok. Then, You told me to take

him (Yitzchok) for a sacrifice. Now, You tell me, ‘Do not

send forth your hand to the child and do not do anything to

him.’ Hashem responde d to him, ‘I will neither violate my

covenant or leave my words unfulfilled. When I told you to

take (Yitzchok), I did not say slaughter him, only that you

should bring him up (to the altar). You have brought him up

(consecrated him) - now take him down.’” (Rashi) 

     The Divine command to not “send forth your hand to the

child” was not just an isolated reference to Yitzchok at the
Akeidah. In fact, these words give rise to the statement of
our sages (:yhe ,ca): “wugr, kt hthcbcu hjhanc ugd, ktw - ‘Do

not touch My anointed ones and My prophets do not harm.’

(cf-zy wt ohnhv hrcs) ‘Do not touch My anointed ones’ - this

refers to young school children .... Resh Lakish in the name

of Rabbi Yehudah the Nasi said, ‘The world endures only

for the sake of the breath of school children.’” 

    The Mahara’l of Prague, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L
(Nesivos Olam) explains that “Tinokos shel beis Rabban” -
young school children are compared to sanctified vessels.
Before they have become ‘tainted’ (by becoming an adult),
the pure and innocent children represent the holy vessels in
the Bais Hamikdash which are open to receive sanctity.
    We value our children and the hope they represent, so
much so, that the world cannot exist if not for the children.
R’ Eliezer Zusman Sofer ZT”L (Melaya Ketores) bases
the concept of Chinuch Habanim on this gemara. If you
want to succeed in raising children imbued with Torah

ideals and the ability to perform mitzvos, the goal is to make
them feel spiritually “anointed.” They must be energized
with the notion that Torah study leads to royalty and that
middos tovos (noble traits) are a form of majesty.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

llllyyyynnnn: In 5532 (1772), R’ Tzvi Hirsch Levin ZT”L was

appointed as the Rav of Berlin, Germany, which at the time

had a very large Jewish community and many scholars of

note. With great pomp, Berlin welcomed its new Rav, whose

fame was known the world over. However, the Reform

Jews who comprised the majority in Berlin, rose up against

him, and made his life miserable. He was unafraid of them

and continually faced them head on, defending Torah

Judaism, until eventually, he had to leave Berlin entirely.

    R’ Tzvi Hirsch was once asked his overall opinion of the

Berlin community. He thought for a moment and then said,

“I believe that Berlin has more Yiras Shamayim (Fear of

Heaven) than any other city in the world!”

    The questioner was surprised, especially due to the

troubles that R’ Tzvi Hirsch went through in Berlin, and

questioned how such a thing can be true.

    “It’s very simple,” replied R’ Tzvi Hirsch. “Every Jew

who comes to Berlin with any amount of Yiras Shamayim

shakes it off and leaves it here. Therefore, as I said, Berlin

has the most Yiras Shamayim from any other city!”


