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“Honor” refers to Tefillin. R’ Yisroel Belsky Shlit’a points
out that not only is our essence different from the gentiles,
but that we take pleasure in entirely different pursuits.
For a Jew, all of our excitement and enthusiasm revolves
A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY m

Purim (Part 2): The Mitzvah of Mishloach Manos
The Obligation. Every person isobligated to send two different
food items to another Jew during the daylight hours of Purim
. One fulfills this obligation with one such package of food; if
he sends more he is praiseworthy (. It is better, though, to
spend more money on the mitzvah of ©IND MNN - charity to
the poor, than mishloach manos. Ladies are obligated in this
mitzvah as well 3. Although some Poskim include the wife’s
obligation in her husband’s mitzvah of sending mishloach
manos, it is highly preferable to designate some food packages
for the wife to send herself ). One does not need to transfer
ownership to the wife with a formal transaction. (Some are
" and actually transfer ownership.) )

Reasons. Two reasons are given by the Poskim for this mitzvah:

1) Some say that since there are poor people who cannot afford
to make a proper Purim celebration meal, the food packages
will provide them with a proper meal, without coming onto
regular charity which they might be reluctant to accept ().

2) Others hold that the reason is entirely different 7. The
sending of food packages creates a spirit of friendship and
achdus which the Yidden experienced at the time of the
Purim salvation. This is in vivid contradiction to the
accusation of Haman who said, (8) "1y 90 TN Oy 2’ -
“There is a nation that has no unity.”

We try to do the mitzvah in a way that both reasons will be
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around the Torah. When we make a siyum, there is singing
and dancing. On Yom Tov, we celebrate with the finest
clothes and food, with heartfelt prayer, learning and holiday
mitzvos. These are the highlights in the life of a Jew.
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fulfilled. Therefore we don t send anonymous packages which
don’t add friendship. One should make sure that he labels them
clearly and sticks them on well in a way that they won’t fall off.
NOTE: If one sent a portion to someone who was not at home
and the messenger put the package down on the doorstep, there
is a halachic question involved: If the recipient returned home
before the day was over and took in the portion, the sender has
fulfilled his obligation. If not, he has not fulfilled his obligation
with that package. One should therefore make sure that at
least one of his food packages, the minimal obligation, is
properly received on that day.

Caution. One should take care that his food items are well
wrapped and arrive with an appetizing look, not beaten and
crushed in a way that they won’t be eaten, thrown out or wasted
(rnwn 3). One should not send anything that does not conform
to the Kashrus standards of the recipient. This includes sub-
standard hechsherim, Bishul Akum, Pas Akum, Chalav Akum,
Yashan, 0"y W . These are all things that some recipients
would not want to eat. Some may not eat homemade items no
matter who prepared them. People should be aware of this.
Misconception. Many people promote the idea that the two
food items must have two different berachos. This is not
correct. If one sends an apple and orange, or soda and apple
juice, he has performed the mirzvah properly since they are two
species, even though they have the same beracha.
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R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”’L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

“Why was annihilation decreed upon the Jews of that generation? Because they enjoyed the feast of King Achashverosh
(2> no>»n). The problem was not their participation in the feast; indeed, Achashverosh supplied kosher food for his
Jewish subjects. The problem was that they enjoyed the feast. With the royal kosher menu in hand, the exiled Jew felt
he no longer needed Hashem for his survival. The decree of annihilation was not a punishment, but a consequence of
this attitude. Putting his faith in mortals, the Jew denied his supernatural status - the status of a nation whose very
survival belies the laws of history. The Jew was now lonely and vulnerable to the decrees of a mortal Achashverosh.”

R’ Itzele of Volozhin ZT’L would say:

“A person who doesn’t tell the truth has a wonderful memory. Some people remember things from ten or twenty
years ago. A person with a phenomenal memory can recall events that took place even fifty or sixty years ago. But
a liar - he claims to remember things that never even happened at all!”

A Wise Man would say:

“Working for G-d on earth does not usually pay much, but His retirement plan is out of this world!”
A FREILECHEN PURIM TO ONE AND ALL. SPONSORED BY THE LADIES AUXILIARY OF HIGHLAND PARK
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVEIT E-MAILED TO YOUDIRECTLY, PLEASE CALIL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOQO.COML
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Throughout history, there has been no lack of evil plotters against the Jewish People, whose only aim was to destroy
the unity and quality of Am Yisroel. It took great men of wisdom and resourcefulness to prove time and time again that
the Jews were innocent of any wrongdoing, thereby winning the day and saving the people.

Once the governor of Metz, France, issued a decree proclaiming that the Jews of Metz would be given a deadline by
which they would all be required to submit to baptism. If they refused, which he knew they would, they would be forced
from their homes into exile. The governor also knew from past experience that the great Rav of Metz, R’ Yonason
Eibeschutz ZT”’L, would undoubtedly present himself at the governor’s palace in order to plead for his people. This
was good, thought the governor, for then he would snare the rabbi in his plot and bring him and his constituents down.

The Jews of Metz were thrown into turmoil. None would consider conversion, but what were they to do, where could
they turn? R’ Yonason was immediately dispatched to the governor. “Your excellency,” he began, “how can you punish
an entire community of innocent souls? Why do you inflict this terrible suffering upon innocent women and babes?”’

A cold smile passed across the governor’s face. “On the contrary, rabbi. I am merely helping to fulfill a prophecy
which is stated in scripture: ‘A great trouble will ensue, so terrible as never before experienced and never to be repeated
again.” (-2 500)7) This passage is interpreted to refer to the Jews. I consider it my great privilege to help bring it about.”

Now came the moment the governor had waited for with such delight. With suppressed glee he turned to R’ Yonason and
continued, “But, dear rabbi, I will give you the opportunity of nullifying my decree. All you must do is answer a question.”

R’ Yonason smelled a plot afoot, but he had no choice in the matter. “And what is your question,” he asked.

“First, tell me immediately and without hesitation - how many Jews live in Metz and its surrounding areas?”

R’ Yonason didn’t flinch. “There are 45,760 Jews in the city of Metz and all of its suburbs, your Excellency.”

The governor was momentarily thrown off guard by the rabbi's quick response. But he soon regained his bearings and
threw out his impossible demand. “I want you to write ‘Israel lives forever’ 45,760 times, on a parchment no larger than
the ones you use for your mezuza scrolls. If you can do that, I will reconsider my decree against your people.” The
governor sat back and smirked with satisfaction - he knew he had won this time.

R’ Yonason paled when he heard this absurd and impossible order. “I give you one hour,” the governor added,
menacingly, “And remember that the fate of your unfortunate brethren is in your hands.” The Rav left in a flash.

One hour later, a confident R’ Yonason once again presented himself at the governor’s palace. “Your Honor,” he
began, “T have in my hand a parchment with the dimensions of 2” by 4”. On it is written an anagram with the solution to
your puzzle. My drawing contains 15 Hebrew letters across and 19 letters down.”

The governor couldn’t believe his ears. He reached out to take the parchment. As he stared at it uncomprehending, the
rabbi continued to explain: “When you read this you will see the words, ‘Am Yisroel Chai L'olmai Ad,” which translates
to “The Nation of Israel lives forever’ written in every direction. It is spelled out in precisely 45,760 different ways.”

The governor was too shocked to reply, and the rabbi continued. “I request of your honor to suspend the decree
pending your deciphering this code, since it may take you some time to work it out.” The stunned governor agreed.

The governor worked at R’ Yonason’s anagram a full year before he was able to decipher all the combinations of words.
When he was finished, he summoned R’ Yonason to his palace. “I can truly see that your G-d has imparted His wisdom
to his followers.” The governor no longer tormented the Jews of his city and until the end of his life held R’ Yonason in

the highest esteem. mh
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Swn: When the first Siyum HaShas at Madison Square
Gardens took place, a tremendous crowd of people
attended this wonderful celebration. When it was over, the
streets of Manhattan were filled with thousands of Jews
making their way home. A certain Jew was stopped by a
curious group of upper-class gentiles, and asked to explain
the reason for this massive gathering of Jews.

The Jewish man replied that they had been celebrating the
completion of the study of the Talmud which took seven
and a half years, and that many thousands of Jews all over

the world had studied a page a day until it was completed.
They stood quietly for a while, and then one of the
gentiles, a respectable man by appearance, said that it was
the most amazing thing to be able to attract such a crowd in
celebration of an educational milestone. They had assumed
that only a major sporting event or some other form of
mass entertainment could bring out such a crowd.
9wma: The gemara (30 N tells us: M HHPY NN | HIN'
"P2AN VN 91,0 ® WY 1w 0y - “Light” refers to Torah,
“Happiness” refers to Yom Tov, “Joy” refers to Milah, and
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In the days immediately following the September 11,
2001, terror attacks in New York City, when Muslims
made their intentions to unmercifully wage war and kill
anyone whom they deem to be a “non-believer” clear, a
grandson of the Mirrer Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Shmuel
Birnbaum ZT”L, asked him the following question:
What makes the Muslim belief of “Jihad” against their
enemies so different from the Jewish concept of
“Mechiyas Amalek” - the Torah commandment to wipe
out and eradicate any trace of the nation known as Amalek
- men, women and children included? Just as we must kill
Amalek unmercifully, they believe in their war with the
same unrelenting zeal and passion.

R’ Shmuel considered the question for only a short
moment before answering, “How can one even consider
comparing us to them? Why, to kill another human being
in cold blood is the worst thing in the world and no one
has the right to take another human life on his own say so!
The mitzvah of ‘Mechiyas Amalek’ is an obligation given
to Klal Yisroel by Hakadosh Boruch Hu Himself, before
hundreds of thousands of people who witnessed the great
event of Matan Torah. We did not make up this mitzvah
nor did we decide on our own to start killing people we do
not like! There is no such thing in Klal Yisroel.

“The Muslims, however, kill people indiscriminately
because that’s what they came up with as the best way to
deal with those they do not like. And even if you’ll say that
it is written in their scriptures to kill and wage war, all that
is based on the word of Mohammed who ‘claims’ to have
heard it from G-d. Who knows? Maybe he’s lying! There’s
no one else to disprove his words! So his followers rely on
his spoken word - and we rely on the holy Torah!”
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The Shulchan Aruch paskens: “One should read the
ten sons of Haman in one breath to show that they were all
killed and hung together as one.” (Y0-¥1N121'9N)

The Targum Sheni on Megillas Esther describes in
vivid detail how Haman and his ten sons were hanged. The
height of the gallows was fifty amos. It was anchored three
amos into the ground. Haman was hanged at the top, with
his oldest son, Parshandasa, hung right beneath him,
leaving a space of one amah between them. Each son was
hung in succession with an amah of space between one son
and the next. Each son took up a space of three amos, with
the youngest son, Vay’zasa at the bottom, hanging three
amos off the ground.

The problem is this: When we count up the total amount
of amos listed above, we end up with forty-nine amos.
(3-anchor, 3-off the ground, 33-the height of eleven people,
10-ten spaces between Haman and his ten sons = 49) What
happened to the missing amah?

R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a quotes Tosfos (N> ny»n)
that a typical man is the size of four amos. The reason why
the ten sons of Haman are listed as being only three amos
high in the Targum is because they were killed the day
before they were hanged, and based on the posukim (,n-v)
they were not just killed, but decapitated. Therefore, when
they were strung up on the gallows, it was without their
heads! However, Haman did not get off so easily and did
not lose his head in any sort of decapitation. In fact, he was
killed through hanging, with a rope around his neck, on the
gallows that he prepared for Mordechai, his mortal enemy
and would-be victim of his evil ploy!

And it is there that we find the missing amah. It is none
other than Haman’s huge and inflated head!

ﬂ“ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
L) R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

(3-15) "W ANENP TASH TRN TINNY TR T2 e

Hashem told Moshe that he should make clothing of holiness for Aharon, "N xan> T255" - for honor and splendor. Why

the dual expression? The Ramban tells us that the purpose of the 7> >7)1 was to set the Kohen Gadol apart from the rest of
the people; to make him special. And yet we know that the Kohen Gadol wore bells on his robe so that he would come into
Hashem’s presence with deep consciousness of his submission to Hashem. This seems to be a contradiction. Are the Bigdei
Kehuna meant to express honor for the Kohen, or Tiferes - the perfect synthesis of Hashem’s chessed and gevurah, the truth
of the perfection of Hashem to Whom we are completely subservient? How can these opposing ideas work simultaneously?

The holy Baal Shem Tov ZT”’L gives a mashal: A Prince goes out to greet and show honor to the Grand Emperor who
is coming to his town. As the Prince rides up in his chariot, the crowd begins to cheer, thinking that he is the Emperor. As
the Emperor himself watches the outburst of honor for the Prince, imagine the Prince’s embarrassment and horror at the
thought of the terrible mix-up and insult to his lord, the Honorable Emperor.

The clothing of the Kohen Gadol displayed expressions of the honor and glory of it’s wearer; at the same time, it elicited
feelings of humility and submission, for true glory - Tiferes - belongs solely to Hashem. This is the root of true humility. It is
the knowledge that we are all great and glorious creations, but all that we have and all that we are comes from Hashem who
expects us to utilize all of His gifts to us, to serve Him to the best of our ability. Quite an honor; what a humbling thought!




