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Hunted by Pharaoh, divorced from his people's pain, and to top it off, unable
1o "speak clearly”, Mosheis the most unlikely of all candidates to free the Jews.

| Nevertheless, it was Moshe who would say to Pharaoh, "Let my People go!" It

would seem a far better choice to have been his brother Aharon. Aharon was
loved and admired by the people with- whom he had shared years of oppression
and pain. Aharon could speak clearly and eloquently. Aharon was the logical
choice for redeeming the Jews; so why did Hashem insist on sending Moshe?

R" Aaron Tendler Shlit"a answers that obviously Hashem could have
brought about the people's redemption all by himself. However, the normal
method that Hashem employs is to include the presence of intermediaries. Thus,
Moshe's mission here was to teach the Brei Yisroel that he, Moshe,; was
fundamentally insignificant even as his very involvement and the people's
dependency on him increased. As a result, Moshe was the perfect candidate! The
very illogic of his candidacy proved that Hashem and not Moshe was responsible
for the miracles of redemption. Whereas Pharaoh should have immediately
imprisoned Moshe; the most wanted man in Egypt, Moshe came and went with
complete impunity. Whereas the people should have shunned Moshe's claim to
leadership because of his absence and disassociation from their pain and
suffering, Moshe was accepted as the divinely appointed long awaited redeemer!
A’ far as Moshe's inability to speak clearly, Moshe himself undermined his own
mission. It was Moshe's reluctance, sensitivity, and developing humility, that
brought into the process not just one intermediary, but two - his brother, Aharon.
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R' Avrohom Mordechai Alter ZT"L (Imrei Emes) would say:
"Wherever one goes, he should make sure to have good friends. Even if he
doesn't stay in one place for more than a few days, he should always keep in
mind that'even a'sefer can'be a good friend!”

A Wise Old Man once said:
"We have enough youth. How about a 'Fountain of Smart'!"

R' Meshulam Dovid Soloveitchik Shlit"a would say:

"It would appear that had Moshe not taken the initiative to investigate the
burning bush, Hashem would not have spoken to him. Even though the ultimate
goal of this miracle was for the good of the Jewish people, it never would have
happened without human initiative."
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through the government's decrees had been rescinded! R' Elimelech sent for
his students to share the good news, but they were not in their lodgings.
When eventually they were found dancing in the wedding hall, the Rebbe R'
Elimelech understood that his disciples' determination to defy the
government decree had succeeded where his own prayers had failed. Their
mitzvah of marrying two orphans precisely at the moment when the decree
was to have taken effect, "prevented" G-d from carrying out the decree.

This precedent, said the Munkatcher Rebbe, R* Chaim Elazar Shapira
ZT"L, was set in Egypt. "(The midwives) did not do as the king of Egypt
had spoken to them; rather they caused the boys fo live.” At the time that
Pharaoh's decree to kill all the newborn Jewish boys was to have taken
effect, the midwives did not obey. Rather, at that very hour, they defiantly
caused the boys to live and even gave the boys milk and warm blankets. In
this way, they prevented the decree from taking effect.
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The first words of Torah She-Ba'al Peh - Oral Torah, are P smmnny
nypw NN, which begin with the letter »17. This letter, when placed at the
beginning or middle of a word is called a n™Mno 1 - 4n open Mem, because
there is an open space at the bottom of the letter. Likewise, Torah She-Ba'al
Peh ends with the words "oy>wa iy nr, and the letter »or. This letter,
when placed at'the end of a word, is called a nnmvo - A closed Mem, as it
has'no openings whatsoever - it is entirely closed.

Says R' Naftali Ropshitzer ZT"L we find a 17 - hint to the concept of
guarding one's tongue in the Golus Mitzrayim. The gift of speech was given
to us in order that we should be able to converse and interact with others in
Torah study and character improvement, and not to waste away our time
with idle chatter and gossip. That's why na 5vavw nn, or the "Torah of the
Mouth”, begins with an "Open Mem" - when you open your mouth it should
be to speak words of Torah. So too, it concludes with a "Closed Mem" -
when you have finished learning, close your mouth and remain as a mute.
But what happens, when the Yerzer Hara - the evil inclination, mixes in and
convinces one to speak unholy words - Lashon Hara, and words of gossip
and slander? When you put the letters of Yetzer - 98 v - between the "open”
and the "closed" Mem, it spells o>8n! This is found in the posuk. The
letters of »nmsn oowan» spell out the words  nwys w1274 Prosnar
1RYSEE DN - If one inseris (evil) words between the "Mems', it
becomes Mitzrayim - a clear reference to the terrible Egyptian Exile!
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One year, during the late 18th century, the Austrian government decreed
that beginning on January Ist of the upcoming calendar year, no man would
be allowed to get married until he had completed army service. It was also
decreed that applicants for marriage licenses would have to pass a test of
their proficiency in the German language. Obviously, these decrees were
devastating for the Jewish communities, and the holy Rebbe, R' Elimelech of
Lizhensk ZT""L prayed for hours on end that the decrees be revoked.
Nevertheless, he sensed that his prayers were not being answered.

Meanwhile; several of R' Elimelech's disciples had raised money to marry
off an orphaned bride and groom, and unbeknownst to their Rebbe; in a
gesture of defiance, they had scheduled the wedding ceremony to take place
precisely at midnight of the first of January, the exact moment when such a
ceremony would become illegal.

It was R' Elimelech's custom to sleep from 10 p.m. to midnight every
night, and then to arise for Tikkun Chatztos - to cry over the destruction of
the Beis Hamikdosh. As he lay down to'sleep on the evening of December
31st, just before the decree was to take effect, he realized with a heavy heart
that G-d'sy10 7 - Aitribute of Strict Justice would soon be brought to bear
against the Jewish people. R' Elimelech slept for two hours and awakened at
midnight, as usual, but he right away sensed that something had changed;
The Attribute of Strict-Justice had retreated and had been replaced by the 7710
ToNN - Attribute of Kindness. The Heavenly decrees which were manifested
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