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     One of the important aspects of Pesach is vkhftv ,ause -
eating in a holy manner. Eating for the sake of serving Hashem is
a very difficult challenge. Even on Pesach, we are being flooded
with unlimited tasty and unique “pesachdike” items. Self-discipline
is the key to rising in Torah and Avodas Hashem.
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
CORRECTION FROM LAST WEEK: The exact time

of halachic midnight (,umj) on Pesach night is 12:55 AM in

the NY area and 1:25 in the Cleveland area [not 1:03 and

1:33 as was mistakenly printed. Please note the change].

Sukkos. There is a Torah obligation to eat bread in the

Sukkah on the first night of Sukkos (1). Outside of Eretz

Yisroel, there is an additional Rabbinic obligation to also do

so on the second night. The obligation is fulfilled by eating

the first slice of challah after Kiddush. The amount of bread

to be eaten to fulfill the basic obligation is the volume of one

half of an egg. Preferably, one should eat a little more than

the volume of a full egg (2). This obligation is learned from a

similar Torah wording written both by the Matza of Pesach

and by Sukkos which connects the two (vua vrhzd). We

apply the same time parameters of Matza, as explained last

week, to eating on Sukkos night. As a result of this, one

cannot fulfill his first night Sukkah obligation by making an

early Yom Tov and eating bread before night. Similarly, one

must fulfill the mitzvah of eating in the Sukkah before

midnight. If midnight passed, he should still eat in the

Sukkah before the night is over. In such a case he can say

the beracha of "vfuxc cahk" if he eats a bit more than the

volume of an egg of bread like he does the rest of Sukkos (3).
This ends the list of halachos relevant to halachic

midday and midnight (,umj).                

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Mincha Gedolah. The next halachic time to discuss is

“Mincha Gedolah” - the beginning of the longer time span

for the davening of Mincha. Thus, "vkusd" means longer, as

compared to the later time (3 seasonal hours later) called

“Mincha Ketanah” - the beginning of the shorter time span

of 2.5 hours for Mincha. Mincha Gedolah was the earliest

time to bring the daily afternoon korbon, the last korbon of

the day, in the Bais Hamikdash, and thus it is the first chance

for us to daven Mincha. In reality, though, they very rarely

brought the korbon that early. It was usually brought 3 hours

later (3.5 hours after midday), which we call Mincha Ketana.

The Preferred Time to Daven Mincha. The Shulchan

Aruch (4) following the view of the Ramba”m holds that

one should always daven in the later part of the afternoon,

after the beginning of Mincha Ketana, since this was the

time when the afternoon korbon was actually brought. If a

person will not have a minyan later in the afternoon, he can

daven earlier with a minyan and he fulfills his obligation,

although not in the preferred manner. Thus, some Gedolim

would always make an effort to daven later in the afternoon.

The Ro”sh, however, argues on this opinion and holds that

davening early at Mincha Gedolah is just as good and many

do so especially in the short winter afternoons (5).

vbvs '"ost ohture o,t" urnta k"zj ,buuf enug icuh vz hpku    
od ohanan okufu /ostu rcd 'aubt 'aht - ostk ,una gcrt ah
"ohabt" ut "ohaht" rnuk rapt hrva '"ost"n .uj 'ohcr iuakc
"ost" oava tmnb /"ohnst" rnuk rapt ht kct '"ohrcd" ut
ohtreb o,uvnc ohsjutnv ktrah og er ifku /,usjt kg vrun

/,usjtv kg vrunv "ost" oac
'"uhkg ohtc ohgdb grv iuak rpxnv kf" :(:u"y ihfrg) wndc vbvu    
u,tba tuv urcj kg grv iuak rpxk tuch osta lfk orudvu
,nsevc wg) uhrcs h"g u,ut khpan ut uk ehzn tuv ifka 'uhpkf

 rpxohhj .pj/urhcjk ubhca surhpv jfn ohtc ohgdba tmnb '(
,rnut vru,va '"ost" hure grumnv gusn .ru,n z"pku    
iuhfu 'sjutn ,uhvk l,uvn hrva  'ost hure v,t tkv" :grumnk
ifku '"grv iuaku obhj ,tba iugc ,kafbu l,uvn hpk hj lbhta
kt teus ,fkk tuv ubueh,u /u,uvn ,t uk rhfzvk gdb uk ohb,ub
ov uhrjt uhbcu tuva '"ohbvfv uhbcn sjt kt ut ivfv irvt"
ieu,hu 'urhcj ,t cuvtk uhkg ughpahu '(t"h wt ,uct wg) ouka hcvut

 rpxc wgu) /aruav in utyjiuhrpt(lf arpna 
oafu '(/th v"r wg) vkutdk kduxna ixhb asujk ohxbfb ubt ,gf     
,usjtv ihbgc ezj,b ot '(:y tnuh wg) ,ukdk  vnrd obhj ,tbaa

!!vrvnc ktdhk vfzb/

t   hp kg tkt i,rvyu ohgdb ,tnuy ihta 'cu,fv ,rhzd" :h"ar
og exg,vk ohbvfv ka isucf hpk vz iht tkv 'ihcvk ahu /"ivf

van rnt" :arsnc rtucnf 'ohgdbv, hjt irvt ka usucf tuv lf
vfhrmv gusn f"tu '(wj u"y vcr trehu) "?ohgdbv ,t vtur ,uhvk
treb gusn ihcvk ah sugu ?uc uexg,h ohbvfv teusa vru,v
oac  tku 'r,uhc scufnv oav uvza '"ost" oac tyujv grumnv

 wg) ?"aht"lhakt  wev(/if vaeva '"ubtmn vzcu" v"s
ohudv ukhkgva 'c"gr, ,bac vhva vagn osevc '.r,k ahu    
uxxhcu ',umn ,uptk unsc an,avk hsfc  hrmub udrv ohsuvhva
'ost ohture o,t - " ost" (/tx ,unch) trndv rntn kg o,bgy
ohcajb ohudv ihta ohtura '"ost ohture ohcfuf hscugv ihtu
cegu 'o,ut durvk vhgc ihta ohrcux ohsuvhva urnt ifku '"ost"
,t uarpha ktrah hnfjk ujka iuhkgv ypanv ,hc o,bgy

/,gsv kg kce,ha iputc vzv rntnv
 ovk jka   k"mz trhpa rhtn wr iutdvah vbva 'tkpb aurhp 

kfa ohrnut ohudv 'jmrc oatb sjt hsuvhaf gusn 'vun,k
,unut rta kmt ubtmn tka tkp rcs vzu 'ohjmur ohsuvhv
vnab okuf hrva 'ohsjutn o,uvnc ktrah oga rhcxvu /okugv
;ud ov ukhtf o,ut ohbs ifku 'vz ,t ohahdrn ohudv ukhptu ',jt

/upmeh vsgv kf kg tyj sjt aht ot tkhnnu 'sjt
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t:dkr ,ucua, hexp (5) t:dkr j"ut (4) uf:ykr, vrurc vban (3) d:ykr, j"ut (2) /zf vfux (1)
                             

         
R’ Yonoson Eibeschutz ZT”L (Medrash Yonoson) would say:
    “The gemara (/v iye sgun) states that a Metzora - Leper, should announce his anguish publicly so that

people should pray to Hashem to have mercy upon him. Why is this pointed out by a metzorah rather than by

any sick person who needs prayers on his behalf? The answer is that a metzorah is called a wrdxunw - someone

who is ‘locked in,’ because as the Zohar tells us, a leper’s prayers are suppressed and not accepted by

Hashem. The metzorah is in a worse position than a regular sick person because specifically his prayers are

not accepted. Therefore, he must publicize his condition so that others should pray for his wellbeing.”  

R’ Nison Alpert ZT”L would say: 

   “It takes a great person - an wostw - to admit his shortcomings and appear in front of the Kohen to be

examined for leprosy. One does not lose the appellation wostw by sinning. No one is perfect. Even if one sins

he still retains this title. On the contrary, by not seeking to correct his shortcomings one loses this title.”

A Heilige Neshama would say:

   “I don’t have time to be disappointed with my life - I’m too busy counting my blessings!”
.l`xyia on`p zia zepal ekfiy x"di .mza ie`yip lbx lr ezirxe `"hily cltyxid jexa x"denl aeh lfn
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    A story is told that in the city of Bnei Brak, there lived a young Kolel family who v"ge was blessed with

many children. Very quickly, they outgrew their tiny apartment and after their eighth child was born, there was

literally not an inch of empty space that didn’t contain either a mattress, a trunk full of clothes, or a mattress on

top of a trunk full of clothes. When the wife became pregnant with their ninth child, they realized that they could

not continue in their present situation. They needed a larger apartment but they could not afford one.

    “I think it’s time to ask our Father for a new apartment,”said the husband. By this, they both knew, he was

referring to their Father in Heaven. So, that very day, he took the bus to Yerushalayim, and made his way to the

Kosel Hama’aravi for an up close and personal interview, a one-on-one supplication to his beneficent Father. 

       Clutching his Tehillim tightly, the young man cried his eyes out. Page after tear-soaked page, chapter after

heart-felt chapter, he poured out his heart to the Master of the World, pleading for mercy and begging that his

prayers should be answered in Heaven. “Please, please, Hashem,” he silently shouted, “Help my growing

family, allow us to live in suitable accommodations, so that we may continue to serve You constantly.”

     Just then, he felt a tap on his shoulder. Hesitating, he stopped swaying and looked back. A pair of kind eyes

stared back at him. “Why do you cry so? Is there anything I can do to help?” asked a compassionate voice.

     His mind went blank. “Oh, it’s ... it’s .... I  ... I ... need Hashem’s help,” he replied. The kind man’s eyes

smiled as he once again asked, “Tell me, what is it? Let me try to relieve you of your heavy burden.”

    The young man swallowed hard and told his tale. Instantly, the man took him by the arm and said, “Come

with me. I think I can help you.” He led him to his parked car and bade him to get inside. 

    They drove directly to a real-estate office in the city. The older man went straight in and asked, “Do you have

any listings for apartments in Bnei Brak?” It just so happened that they did, in fact it was a five-bedroom flat

adjoining a small courtyard in the heart of the city. Within minutes, the man signed the papers, wrote out a

check, and handed the keys over to the astonished Kolel Yungerman, who for once was at a loss for words. 

    “How ... how ... can I thank you? I don’t even know your name!” he cried out amidst tears of joy.

    The man smiled. “You turned to our Father in Heaven. He, in turn, aroused me to do this mitzvah - to help

you in your time of need. I am just his messenger, nothing more!” With that, he turned and drove away.

    Words cannot express his homecoming that evening in Bnei Brak. But when word got around the Kolel about

his successful mission to the Kosel and his secret benefactor, an entire car-load of young men hastily drove to

Yerushalayim, Tehillim’s firmly clutched in their grasps. They spread out along the length of the Wall and began

praying loudly and tearfully. They spent many hours in supplication but the only taps they felt on their shoulders

were from itinerant beggars asking for donations. Later that afternoon, they all drove back to Bnei Brak.

    The Rosh Kolel later commented: “He went to the Kosel to daven to Hashem and this man came to his rescue.

They traveled to the Kosel looking for this man - so why should Hashem help them?”

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ooooddddkkkkdddd    llll`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ aaaaeeeeddddeeee    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀aaaa    ddddiiiiddddzzzz    iiiikkkk    zzzzrrrrxxxxvvvv    rrrrbbbbpppp((((hhhh----bbbbiiii)))) 
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeezzzzllllxxxxrrrr    xxxxyyyyaaaa    lllleeeennnniiii    iiiippppiiiinnnnyyyydddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaaeeee((((bbbb----aaaaiiii))))

       There was once a doctor who lived in the Iranian

province of Karmanshah. Although born Jewish, he

had converted to Islam when he became older. The

Chief Rabbi, R’ Avraham Chacham ZT”L, tried to

talk to him and find out why he left the Jewish faith.

   The doctor smiled sadly. “To tell you the truth, I

haven’t found Islam to be all that great. But I had

questions about Judaism which bothered me and I

figured if I became a Muslim, at least I wouldn’t be

persecuted.” When pressed to disclose his doubts, he

said, “I once heard a rabbi giving a speech about

Yonah who was swallowed up by a whale. Then the

giant Leviathan (i,huk) came and wanted to swallow the

whale with Yonah inside it. Yonah quickly called out,

‘I am circumcised,’ and the Leviathan swam away.”

   The doctor laughed out loud. “Isn’t that ridiculous?”

he asked. “How can a person talk to a fish? And even

if he could, why would the mighty Leviathan run

away because Yonah was circumcised?” 

   R’ Avraham shook his head sadly. “Because of your

stupidity, you have lost both worlds. Our Sages are

speaking allegorically. The Leviathan is the largest

beast in the world, dwarfing a human being. The lion

is stronger, the cheetah is faster, yet all these animals

do not have the human ability to control its inner

impulses, to subjugate its desires and choose the path

of good over evil. Only a person has that ability, and

the physical symbol of this is the Bris Milah which

acknowledges man’s ability to control his desires.” 

  “When the Leviathan heard Yonah’s words, it

realized the superiority of man over every living

being, including itself. It had nothing more to say but

to acknowledge the truth, so it swam away!”

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ooooddddkkkkdddd    eeeexxxxddddhhhheeee    ̀̀̀̀ eeeedddd    xxxxeeeeddddhhhh    ((((ffffllll----bbbbiiii))))                    
   The Yerushalmi (v ,unur,) writes: “Just as it is

forbidden to declare pure that which is impure, so, too,

is it forbidden to declare impure that which is pure.”

Of course, one should always try to come up with the

correct response and never willfully forbid that which

is permitted, but why is the term "ruxt" - “forbidden”

employed, as if to say one who does so commits a sin;

worse comes to absolute worse, all he did was extend

the impurity for a few more days - no harm no foul! 

   The Sefer Alay Tamar writes that indeed, one who

errs on the side of leniency (declares something which

is impure to be pure) has transgressed against Hashem

for only He knows the real truth. On the other hand,

one who errs on the side of trnuj - stringency, by

declaring impure that which is really pure, is guilty of

a dual offense: (1) It is a sin against Hashem by

misinterpreting the words of the Torah; and (2) it is a

transgression by man against his fellow man to whom

he causes a loss.  Depriving another of what belongs to

him - his property, his possessions, his time - is a

serious misdeed irrespective of the amount involved.

Thus, he who declares as forbidden that which is

actually permitted is guilty of a more serious offense

than one who permits the forbidden!

  The Shela’h Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi

Hurvitz ZT”L, notes that if there is no reason for one

to rule stringently, but he does so only out of a lack of

knowledge, even for himself, then he is nothing more

than a vyua shxj - foolish pious man. The Shach ZT”L,

however, goes further and says that it is actually

forbidden to rule stringently for no reason because

prohibiting that which is permitted may eventually

result in an unjustified leniency in a later ruling.

llllyyyynnnn: There is a fascinating incident involving the
great Shach, R’ Shabsi HaKohen ZT”L, who was
once involved in a Din Torah with another
individual. After the Shach and the other man
presented their sides, the Beis Din ruled against the
Shach. Surprised, he respectfully asked the court
why his position was rejected. One of the judges
explained that he found arguments refuting the
Shach’s position in a recently published work.
   Later, when R’ Shabsi looked in his own sefer
“Sifsei Kohen” on Choshen Mishpat, and saw that he
had indeed ruled like the Beis Din, he  immediately
acknowledged that in his attempt to vindicate himself,

he had not approached the problem objectively, and
completely overlooked the decision which he himself
had arrived at in his own halachic commentary.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Mishna (v-c ohgdb) teaches that a Kohen
may inspect all the symptoms of ,grm - leprosy, that
are found on one’s body, save his own which must be
examined by a different Kohen. In a general sense,
the Torah is teaching us that a man sees all the faults
of others, but he never sees his own. No matter how
objective one thinks he is, whether in spiritual or
mundane matters, it is difficult to look at one’s own
creative work with a critical or unbiased eye. A
person will see only what he expects to see.
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((((aaaa----bbbbiiii))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    zzzzrrrrxxxxvvvv    rrrrbbbbppppllll    eeeexxxxyyyyaaaa    xxxxeeeerrrraaaa    ddddiiiiddddeeee    zzzzxxxxddddaaaa    eeee`̀̀̀    zzzzggggttttqqqq    eeee`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀yyyy    eeeexxxxyyyyaaaa    xxxxeeeerrrraaaa    ddddiiiiddddiiii    iiiikkkk    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀        
   The Medrash Tanchuma recounts a story about a certain Kohen who was adept at discerning ohgdb - lesions,

that broke out on people’s bodies. At one point, the Kohen lost all his money and decided that he must travel

abroad to raise money for his family. He told his wife, “People will come to the house for me to determine their

Negaim, so I will teach you how to read them and you can do it in my place. The first thing you must know is if

you see that a person’s hair follicles have dried up, you’ll know that he or she definitely has a lesion. Since

Hashem created each strand of hair with its own individual source from which it nurtures and grows, if the

source is dried up, the hair is dried up!” The pious woman responded, “Listen to yourself. If Hashem creates a

source for each strand of hair, a human being like yourself who supports his family - don’t you think Hashem

has provided a source for you as well?” The Kohen took her words to heart and remained at home.        


