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Several weeks before his death, Moshe Rabbeinu gathered the people
| together and explained the entire Torah to them. Rashi explains that
Moshe taught them the Torah in seventy languages. The question arises:
why was it necessary for the Torah to be taught in all these languages?
The Chiddushei Hari'"'m, R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L gives a
| beautiful answer. Hashem knew that Bnei Yisroel would eventually be
scattered throughout the world among many nations, and they would
study Torah in many languages, besides Hebrew. The teaching of the
Torah in each language made room for a spark of Torah in each language,
with the result being, that the influence of the Torah could be received, in
some measure, among the nations.
Coupled with this great opportunity for spreading the light of Torah
among the nations, there is the ever present danger that those who go out
and spread it, may become lost to their own heritage. In our life, among
he societies of the world, we must constantly remind ourselves that, even
| as we adapt to our surroundings and learn the languages and manners of
| the host culture, we must never lose sight of who we really are.
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It was mentioned previously that soaking fabric in clean water is an act
of laundering. In certain instances, it is forbidden even to soak fabric in
dirty liquid. The Sages forbade this out of concern that a person might
| wring out the liquid, which would itself constitute a forbidden act.
| This Rabbinical prohibition applies if the fabric is saturated to the
extent that a hand which touches it becomes sufficiently wet to transfer
| the moisture to another item that it touches. Furthermore, a significant
| portion of the fabric must be saturated - a portion great enough for person
| to want to wring it out, or if the fabric is a type that one cares to wring
| out and not leave saturated.
\ Also, this applies if the liquid is a clear one (slightly dirty water,
white wine or lemonade) that will leave the fabric relatively clean when
wrung out and will not leave behind a strong odor.
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explains the Possuk in this week's Parshah #p78 onvawy 030X pa nnwr
- Listen among your brothers and judge righteously - this is a warning to
7 11 that they should not listen to one side of an argument, until the
other side is present and able to respond."

"Now, with this kalachah in mind," continued young Yonason with a
grin, "I can quiet the advances and arguments of my Yetzer Horah when
he starts to assert influence. I simply tell him that I cannot listen to his
side of the story and all of his convincing appeals, until the other side, his
opponent, my Yetzer Tov, arrives and can defend against these
arguments. So, when I become 13 years old and I am joined by my Yetzer
Tov, both sides will be present and I will then listen carefully to each
side's position and choose the right path based on an informed decision!"
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Moshe Rabbeinu spoke words of rebuke and admonishment to bring
the people back to repentance and good deeds. The sefer Chessed
L'Avrohom writes that the word #h9N” is an abbreviation of the phrase
NPNNNG WIAR WWN” - Return us, father, to your Torah.

On each Shabbos of the three weeks, we read the Parshiyos that
reprimand Bnei Yisroel for it's negligence in Torah observance. This is
the cause of our national misfortune, and correcting our dereliction in
Torah observance will enable us to be restored to the glory of old.

This can be explained with a parable: A wealthy man stood by
helplessly as his beautiful home went up in flames. He cried bitterly over
the tragedy, but after the ashes had cooled, he found his metal safe where
he kept his money and valuables, unharmed by the fire. He rejoiced,
because he now had the means to rebuild his beautiful home.

This is how we should relate to the loss of our homeland and
sanctuary. The Torah is indestructible and has remained intact. With the
strength of the Torah we can again rebuild our land and the Bais
Hamikdosh.
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It was well known that even as a youth, the sharp wit and incredible
intellect of R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L, was legendary, and many
people would go out of their way to prepare intricate questions to ask the
boy, just to listen to his clever and wondrous replies.

One such man asked young Yonason the following question: "I see
that you are a smart, well-mannered boy who is wise in Torah learning
and Mitzvah observance. Chazal teach us that until a boy turns 13 years
old, he lives, only with a ¥ %> - Evil inclination (which stays with him
from birth until death), but he is not graced with a 230 1% - Good
inclination, until he becomes a Bar Mitzvah. If so, how are you, as a boy
under 13 years of age, able to withstand the pressures and advances of
the Yetzer Horah to cause you to sin, without the help of the Yetzer Tov?
What do you do to steer yourself away from evil and sin?"

The boy thought for a few moments and then responded. "What you're
saying is true and it is quite difficult. However, when I feel the Yetzer
Horah pressuring me, [ remind myself of the gemarah (v 77M)0) that




