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  A person should study the Hagadah all Pesach especially during
the Yom Tov meals, so that the Hagadah should not be made
into simply a “bentcher” after the sedorim are over.

to daven Mincha) and certain activities were prohibited before

davening Mincha so that one should not forget to daven.
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Mincha Gedolah: Sholosh Seudos. Every Shabbos we are

obligated to eat three meals. The earliest time to fulfill the

mitzvah of eating the third meal according to most opinions

is Mincha Gedolah (1). Accordingly, on a Shabbos Erev

Pesach there is no way to fulfill the third meal with bread or

with Shmurah Matza which are both prohibited in the

afternoon (Shmurah Matza is forbidden the whole day and

chometz after the first third of the day). Since there is a

minority opinion that one can eat the third meal in the

morning, it is praiseworthy to divide the morning meal into

two by bentching, taking a break, washing again with ojk
vban and making sure to to finish all chometz within the

first third of the day. This is not an absolute obligation and if

it’s hard for a person to wash twice and eat that much bread

he doesn’t have to. Sometime during the afternoon, one

should eat meat or fish or at least some fruit or vegetables to

fulfill the mitzvah according to some opinions (2). 

Beginning of the Tenth Hour. The next halachic time line

is the beginning of the last quarter of the day known as vga"
",hrhag (the tenth hour). This time has two implications in

Halacha. 1) The Sages estimated that eating during the last

quarter of the day, before Shabbos or Yom Tov, might ruin

one’s appetite for the Shabbos or Yom Tov meal. They made

certain restrictions to avoid this. 2) This time line is also one

half hour before Mincha Ketana (the last smaller time span

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Eating Restrictions. It is a special enhancement of the

mitzvah to eat every Shabbos and Yom Tov meal with a good

appetite. This refers mainly to bread which is halachically

the most important part of the meal. Without it, one does not

fulfill the mitzvah of the Shabbos celebration meal. Thus, it is

a mitzvah, but not an absolute prohibition, to refrain from

starting a regular size weekday meal with bread or matza (a

small snack or drink is permitted), on Erev Shabbos and

Erev Yom Tov during the last quarter of the day. This is

calculated by dividing the time between sunrise and sunset

into four and refraining during the last quarter. In the short

winter days one should not start a meal even before the tenth

hour if he estimates that it will affect his appetite (3).
 
If one is

hungry and wants to remove his hunger he can wash and

have a small amount of bread, but not a filling or satisfying

meal (4). If one wrongly did start a meal he may finish it (5).

Erev Pesach. Because of the special mitzvah of matza, the

sages were stricter than a whole year and prohibited all sorts

of mezonos in the last quarter of the day. Chometz bread is

anyway prohibited after the first quarter of the day and

Kosher L’Pesach matza from the morning. So what is left to

prohibit in the last quarter of the day? The answer is egg

matzos, even for those who are permitted to eat egg matzos

during Yom Tov; also, cooked, crushed matza items like

kneidlach, even for those who eat them the rest of Pesach (6).

 whg) okugc kusd xrvk uruchsc ourdk tuv kukg lfkokug ,uch,b- 
kkf kg dryenv jf ,t rrugk lfc orud ifu /(wt erp iuakv ch,b

 rpx ,nsevc wg) k"r ohcr ohabt ohdrvb lf hsh kgu 'ktrah.pj
ohhjuc an,aha hsf tkt ubht ruchsv shep,u /(vzc lhrtna 

kkvu jca 'ohabtk euzhj hrcs 'vru, 'vkhp, ubhhv 'lrc,h ubgnk
vkhp,c rfzb vz rcsu /okugk vfrc gpa ghpan lfcu 'truck
'ohrn vagn kg uc ihufk aha '"lk ,usuvk" ,rhntc a"e osue
ohruchs rcsk ubht vpv shep, hf 'vhjtc grv iuak vrchsa

) '",usuvk" er tkt ohruxtt"dn/(wc 'wx j"ut 
vyujav ruphmva 'ohruphmv ka o,ugnan rtc,h vzcu      
vbht vyujav ruphmva unf 'ruxtv ruchsv ,expv kg ,znur
,znrn 'hapujk ,jkabv vhbav ruphmv ukhtu /;mpmk sug vkufh
uzv ruphmv unf ',kgu, ovc aha ohruchsk uruchs iubdx ,ubak

/,kgu,k vpc an,avk lhanvk uhkg lf ';mpmk vfhannv
hrcs rcsk uhkga znrk 'vsak ruphmv ,jkab lfka ;hxuvk ahu    
hrcsc euxgk uhkg if 'vsac ,pmpmn  uhafg ruphmva unf 'vru,

 whg) vsac ohjnumv ohjrpf ohaushj jhnmvku vru,;"hrv aurhp
 whg] (vfk ch,fs htn v"s :tf ihcurhg cegh ihg kgiuhrptc,fa 

an,avk rrug,vk ,snkn 'jxpv osue vtca uz varp /[vz ihgf
/y"kgcv jxpv djc wvk jcaku ,usuvk 'hutrf ubruchsc

n   'ohruphm h,a thcvk uhkg u,grmn grumnv rvybafa rtuc
/vsav hbp kg hapujk ohjkua vhbav ,t ukhtu ohyjua ,jtv ,t
ihta 'vhbav ruphmv ,tcv ka ,ugnanv vn 'ihcvk lhrmu
v,ut ohkcuy er tkt 'grumnv kg vbnn ,uzvk v,ut ohyjua

 ?vsav hbp kg ohjkuau osc
grumnv thcn gusn rtcnv h"ar hrcs osevc ,tz rhcxbu   
tuva 'r"vak kg ohtc ohgdbva hpk" :k"zu 'u,ut rvyk hsf ohruphm
ohruphm u,rvyk ueezuv lfhpk 'ohrcs hyupyp vagn
r,uh ypypa uk rhfzvk vbuufv uyuap hpku /"shn, ohypypna

 kct /urhcj kg ohruxt ohruchs rchsu 'hsnojurh wr jhdanv irn
vru, ,gs urpxc) k"mz .huutuuhkitf aha /enug r,hc ,tz rhcxn (

kf ovk ihta ruphm hpumpmf uruchs ,t lhrgva grumnk vjfu,
/r"vak iuugc kafbu 'ohruxt ohruchs rcskn rvzb tk lfku 'lrg
'vnvcv in ostv kscb ruchsv jfca ',gsk ubhkg ,ntc kct
rat '"rcsn" ,bhjc tuv ostv ukhtu "hj" ,bhjc thv vnvcva
/ukfa ,cajn tyc,n uruchsca 'ukfa ,njn ,gcub u,kgn
vbuufva '(wz'wc ,hatrc) "vhj apbk ostv hvhu" euxpc rtucnfu

 whgu) /rcsn tuv vjufn rat ,hkfa vnab uc i,hbaoudr,ch"arcu 
/"hbjur - hkfa" jf tuv ostv ka ruchsv jfa rtucnu '(oa

'kcdun h,kc tuv hbjur rcs kfu 'hbjur jf tuv uruchs jfa iuhfu    
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                    t:sn, oa (2) c:tmr j"ut (1)
      c:ynr vfkv ruthc (4) c:ynr oa (3)
    c't:tg, j"ut (6) zy:smr vrurc vban (5)

R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT”L (Alter from Kelm) would say:

    “Studying Parshas Metzorah is similar to visiting a doctor before an operation. If the patient sees that the

doctor requires a large amount of surgical instruments for the procedure, it will frighten him. So too, the

Torah gives us a long list of the items needed for the purification of the Metzorah; Two living birds, pure and

clean, cedar wood, scarlet and hysop. The Torah continues with all the necessary measures to cure the

Metzorah. From this, one can perceive the gravity of Lashon Hara, thus deterring him from sinning.”  

Mahara”l M’Prague, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L (Derech Chaim) would say:

    “One should study Torah not just for its own sake, but also to understand and know how to respond to

Apikorsim (heretics). Just as it is a mitzvah for a man to study and acquire knowledge of Torah, which is

called w,nt ,ru,w - ‘Torah of truth,’ so too, is it important to banish false opinions from the world in order that

the truth be magnified all throughout it.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “Injustice is all around us and becomes relatively easy to bear; what stings is real justice!”
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was unveiled all over the State of Israel. In cities with dominant secular populations, and even in those with a

large chareidi presence, one could hardly walk down the street, look at a billboard or even wait at a bus

shelter due to the shockingly explicit nature of the pictures. In direct response, many religious zealots took it

upon themselves to rid the cities of these images and many billboards and bus shelters were vandalized and

firebombed in protest. A battle ensued between the religious and secular establishments, on the streets and in

the press, and much ill will was generated on both sides towards the other.

    In the aftermath of this spate of chareidi vandalism and the subsequent uproar it caused in secular Israeli

circles, a certain popular rabbi active in the Baal Teshuvah movement was approached by the Israeli media to

be interviewed about this topic. Since the incidents in which bus shelters were totally destroyed were

generating a great deal of resentment against chareidi Jews in general, the rabbi agreed to the interview,

hoping that he might somehow be able to dispel the hostile atmosphere.

   He called his mentor and guide, the Ponovezher Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach

ZT”L for advice as to what message he should seek to convey to the television audience. The Rosh Yeshivah

responded, “My friend, go out there and tell them that the main thing is to learn Torah!”

    The rabbi was somewhat baffled by R’ Shach’s answer. How would this response satisfy the relentless

questions of an aggressive interviewer? He suspected that perhaps R’ Shach was not a great expert on the

subject of television interviews - and indeed how should he be? Nevertheless, he accepted the counsel of his

rabbi without question, and went for the interview.

    The interviewer, a secular, anti-chareidi member of Israeli society, was barely able to contain his

excitement at the prospect of lashing out at the rabbi, teaching him - and by extension, his over-zealous,

religious cohorts - a lesson once and for all. However, each time the interviewer asked a question, rather than

justify the obvious negative inference with an answer, the rabbi dutifully replied with the words supplied to

him by R’ Shach: “The main thing is to learn Torah!” The interviewer, who had viewed his guest as “easy

prey” given the vulgarity and the tremendous unpopularity of the acts that this rabbi was supposed to defend,

could not sink his fangs into the man. Rather than forcing the rabbi into a corner with his merciless

suggestions, the interviewer soon became flustered by the seemingly evasive answer that was repeated again

and again. He tried several times to steer the rabbi away from his repetitious message about the importance of

learning Torah, but in the end he was forced to give up and bring the interview to a close.

    “Today,” the rabbi relates, “the video of that interview is used in journalism school, as a prime example of

how to keep one’s cool while under verbal assault during an interview, and how not to allow oneself to be

‘led like a lamb to the slaughter’ by a hostile, superiorly skilled interviewer! And it was all because I listened

to R’ Shach’s advice!”

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ddddppppggggnnnnllll    uuuueeeeggggnnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ooooddddkkkkdddd    ̀̀̀̀ vvvviiiieeee((((bbbb----cccciiii)))) 
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    rrrrbbbbpppp    iiiizzzzzzzzppppeeee    ............    oooorrrrppppkkkk    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀    eeee`̀̀̀aaaazzzz    iiiikkkk
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkzzzzffffgggg`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    zzzziiiiaaaaaaaa    zzzzrrrrxxxxvvvv        ((((ccccllll----cccciiii))))

  Rashi says that Hashem is giving Klal Yisroel good

tidings (vruac) by stating that the plague will afflict

their houses: "Because the Amoriyim (Canaanim) hid

their wealth within the walls of their homes ....

through the plague (and its consequences) the house

was demolished and the treasure was found." Why

was it necessary to close up the house for seven days

and then demolish it and find the treasure? Since they

would see the plague, wouldn’t they know that there

was a treasure hidden there? Why was there a need to

close up the house for seven days? 

   R’ Kolonymous Kalman ZT”L of Piatzetzna

writes: We know and believe that all that Hashem

does, is for our own good. However, when we see a

time like now (the Rebbe wrote his notes inside the

Warsaw ghetto, 1940), when the afflictions are not just

physical ones, but even spiritual ones, we wonder how

can Hashem cause us these terrible afflictions? There

is no Cheder or Yeshivah here for children to study

Torah. There is no shul to pray in or a mikvah. Is it

possible that all this is for our own good?

    The answer is that everything that Hashem does is

for our good. Sometimes, though, a person doesn’t

realize it and thinks that it is a “plague,” while in truth,

it only appears like a plague. This is the lesson of the

unclean house which must be closed for seven days.

Even this was an affliction for the person’s own good.

Thus, the Torah says that the Kohen who sees it must

say, “It appears like a plague” - not that it actually was

a plague. For often a person is unable to know what is

truly misfortune, only that it appears to him as if it

were bad. But the truth is that it is really good for Klal

Yisroel and Hashem only wants to do good for us.

            ooooddddkkkkllll    cccciiiibbbbddddeeee    zzzziiiiaaaadddd    eeeellll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ aaaaeeee                        
    zzzziiiiaaaaaaaa    iiiillll    dddd`̀̀̀xxxxpppp    rrrrbbbbppppkkkk    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀llll    ((((ddddllll----cccciiii))))        

    If leprosy breaks out in the walls of a house too dark

for a proper survey, the windows must not be opened

to allow the light to enter, as it must be examined by

its usual light. This is learned out from the posuk: gdbf"
",hcc hk vtrb - “Like a lesion, it appeared to me on the

house” - It must appear to the Kohen as is without any

outside light. Likewise, the Mishnah teaches: “The

windows of a dark house may not be open to examine

its leprosy.” (d-c ohgdb). Metaphorically, this is a

directive to the leaders of Klal Yisroel not to search out

and uncover the "ohgdb" (blemishes and shortcomings)

of the nation during a time of darkness, i.e. in golus

when the people have fallen to a low level of mitzvah

observance. One must always look for the benefit of

the doubt. It is not the people’s fault that they have

sinned; it is a result of the pain and suffering that they

have been forced to endure. (Iturei Torah)    

     The gemara (/cm ihrsvbx) relates: “Rav Elazar said,

‘Forever, must one be accepting (humble) and he will

endure.’” Just as the darkness of a house shields it, for

it cannot be pronounced “unclean,” so too, the

obscurity and humility (darkness) in which one

envelops himself will shield him and keep him alive.

    R’ Chaim Shmulevitz ZT”L details this concept

even further. Even though a house may in fact be

afflicted with leprosy, halachically it is not ritually

impure. Since the house is dark, not “displaying” nor

“publicizing” itself, the Kohen does not illuminate it in

order to reveal its afflictions. So, too, the harsh lights

of rebuke and judgment will not be trained upon a

humble man, though he may be tainted. We must

always remain humble and unassuming, similar to a

darkened house whose blemishes are not scrutinized.

llllyyyynnnn: For years, every morning after Shacharis, R’
Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a would visit his mother
Rebbetzin Pesha Miriam who lived nearby. Often
she would insist on making him a small breakfast
and whenever his father, the Steipler Gaon ZT”L,
was there, they would share Torah thoughts.
    When the Rebbetzin passed away in 1973, her
daughter who had been widowed at a young age,
moved in with her father to tend to his daily needs.
R’ Chaim then stopped his daily morning visit.
   A few weeks later, the Steipler commented to R’
Chaim, “I, too, appreciated your daily visit.” It was
an off-the-cuff remark but R’ Chaim perceived the

twinge of pain his father felt when he realized that his
son had curtailed his daily visits. R’ Chaim understood
that a person bereft of a close family member needs
other family members for strength and assurance. For
the next 12 years until the great Gaon passed away,
R’ Chaim visited his father every single day.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Every person, even one carrying the burdens of
thousands, yearns for a bond with close ones. When
the Metzorah is forced to sit outside the camp for
seven days, his punishment is harshly felt since he is
made to feel the loneliness that separates him from
his family and the rest of Klal Yisroel. In this way, he
will come to a complete repentance much quicker.
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((((ccccpppp----cccciiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    wwwwzzzzpppplllleeee    zzzzrrrrxxxxvvvvdddd    rrrrbbbbpppp    llllkkkkllll    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀ffff    
    The Degel Machane Ephraim writes that from this posuk we derive a hidden lesson. Chazal tell us:

“ ajvru,c euxgh uatrc  - (One who has) pain in his head (what should he do)? Involve himself in Torah. (One

who has) pain in his stomach? Involve himself in Torah. (One who has) pain in his throat? Involve himself in

Torah. (One who has) pain anywhere in his body? Involve himself in Torah. As it states, ‘For (Torah) is life to

all those who find it, and to his flesh it heals.’” (/sb ihcurhg) Basically what Chazal are teaching us is that the

answer to every problem, every sickness, every human concern, is learning Torah. This is alluded to in the

posuk: "e,bku ,grmv gdb kfk vru,v ,tz" - For every plague and lesion, there is but one remedy: "vru,v ,tz" -
“This is the Torah” - The study of Torah will cure every ailment and improve every situation.

   A number of years ago, an advertising campaign filled with obscene and explicit images of immodesty,


