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The posuk describes the manner in which every single Jew must bring any
and all questions or disputes in front of the Beis Din. or the clders of his city, to
adjudicate. Rashi explains the different scenarios: "071> 07T 27 - “Befween
blood that is pure and that which is ritually impure.” »P19 P71 P27 - "Between
a good and bad judgement.” 7y32 3 P17 - "Between a clean plague and an
unclean plague.” »pavea na ™At - "Matters of controversy within your
gates." In the times of the Bais Hamikdosh. Bnei Yisroel were commanded to go
up and appear before the Sankedrin to clear up all matters of strife.

Similarly, savs R' Meir Leibush Malbim ZT"L, cach and every Jew was
required to go to the Kohen and give him the nnnd mnn - Gifts of the
Priesthood. Namely. the mapy ,0von ww - Shoulder. (two) cheeks. and
stomach of the animal. However, in these davs when we are not worthy to have
the Bais Hamikdosh in our midst. every Rov of his congregation serves as an
unofficial "kohen" and it is to him that we must turn to for advice. lcadership
and responsibility. And moreover. it is incumbent on every Rov to demand - even
in this day and age - the priestly gifts of everv member of his congregation: The
W - Shoulder, referring to the mitzvah of Tefillin, which we don every day so
as to merit that Hashem will stretch out His long arm to assist us: The b»on -
(two) cheeks, to observe the prohibition of shaving off one's Ty nxo -
Bearded sideburns. since this brings about the transgression of no less then five
NPOINT SoN: And the map - Stomach. which warns us to be extremely
careful of the food that we consume in order to instill purity of mind and body.
and holincss into ourselves and our families.
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R' Mendele of Vizhnitz ZT"'L would sav:

"How can we fight our Yerzer Hara? The Torah tells us 1y SN 27pn 2>
onon. The gematria of = pm is 702. the same as the word 'maw’. Keep
Shabbos holy and observe it - and you will win the war!”

The Chozeh, R' Yaakov Yitzchok of Lublin ZT"L would say:
"I prefer the wicked man who knows that he is wicked. to the righteous man
who knows that he is rightcous!”

A Renowned Philosopher would say:
"We arc what we repeatedly do. Excellence. therefore. 1s not an act but a
habit!"
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When R Pinchos walked in the door. he was specchless. He immediately
donned the silk Kirtel and with great exultation began to make Kiddush and to
reeite the Haggadah. R' Pinchos' exuberance was infectious and the family sang
and discussed the Exodus with great passion. At last. R' Pinchos turned to his
Rebbirzen. who motioned to the guest indicating that he had wanted to spend
Pesach with them and had provided the bounty. R' Pinchos. still in a rapturous
state. turned to the chasid and asked if there was anything he could do for him.

The chasid rcalizing that this was his chance, broke down and told the story
of how hc and his wifc had been childless for many vears. and how he had
bothered the Shpoler Zeide when he shouldn't have and received a curse instead
of a blessing. R' Pinchos. being in the exalted state that he was, replicd. "If 1
have anv merit in the Heavens at all. it 1s myv oath that this vear vou will be
blessed with a son!" And it came true. thanks to the power of a 1zaddik's words.

R' Yisroel Rizhiner ZT"L told over this storv. but concluded. "Despite the
fact that R' Pinchos' blessing was upheld. one must never go against the words of
another rzaddik. The Shpoler Zeide. with his Ruach Hakodesh. had seen all
along-that the grandson of this chasid would became a virulent misnaged who
brought about much trouble and hardship for the family of R' Pinchos!"
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The posuk uses the words omon - Wise (Men). and D18 - Righteous
(Men). when describing the leaders of the Jewish People. Consider this: If a
middlc-class individual describes his friend as rich. there may be an clement of
exaggeration in that description. for he mayv be speaking m relative terms in
accordance with his personal cvaluation of wealth. If. however. Baron Rothschild
were to classify someone as wealthy, there would be no doubt that here 1s a
person of means. because Rothschild's idea of wealth is unarguable.

Similarly. savs thc Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan
ZT"L, if an ordinary person were to call his friend a oon - wise person. that
would be a relative evaluation. with which certain people would be sure to
disagrec. However. if Shlomo Hamelech. the wiscst man to have cver lived.
would label an individual as wise. all would have to readily agrece that this person
is indeed a wisc man. And if the Torah would find it proper to call a person a
Don or a P18, without question or dispute. that person is most definitely worthy
of that designation. From here we can learn a lesson about the corruptible power
of bribery. 1t 1s so great. that it will blind and distort the pereeptions of a person
whom cven the 7orah considers wisc or righteous.
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There was once a chasid who was married for a number of vears but was not
blessed with children. He sought blessings from many rzaddikim but it was clear
that his pravers had vet to be answered. Finally, he went to the holy Shpoler
Zeide, R' Aryeh Leib ZT"L. This time he resolved that no matter what, he
would not take no for an answer. When he arrived, the Rebbe was in nudst of a
private fefillah and made it clear that he was not to be disturbed. The Chasid.
believing that the Shpoler Zeide might actually be speaking to the Almighty face
to face. understood that this was an auspicious moment and redoubled his efforts
to gain a blessing. He was so relentless that finallv. the Zeide turned on the
Chasid with the full force of his presence and assured him that he would never
merit to have a child. Broken and distressed. he went on his way.

A few days before Pesach. he came to the town of Koretz. where R' Pinchos
ZT"L was still a voung man hiding himself in the Beis Medrash. The Chasid.
recognizing the spark of greatness in R' Pinchos. began to hope against all hope
that mavbe he could reverse the curse of the Shpoler Zeide. The wealthy chasid
went to R' Pinchos' wife and Iecarned that they had no money for Yom Tov. "l
will provide all vour needs for Yom Tov if vou will let me be at the seder. She
readily agreed. When darkness fell over Koretz. the home of R' Pinchos was
prepared for rovalty. with meat. fish. Marzoh and wines of every type. The table
was decked with a snowy white tablecloth. and the children had new outfits. A
new white silk Kirre/ was draped over the back of R' Pinchos' chair.
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