
      ì"æ  äéáåè 'øä ïá øúìà ìàåîù óñåé íäøáà 'øä úîùð éåìéòì        Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a -  Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

úéùàøá úùøô ùãå÷ úáù / äøåú úçîù / úøöò éðéîù
 Shmini Atzeres/Simchas Torah/Shabbos Parshas Beraishis   

  October 7 - 9, 2004 -  -  -  - ä"ñùú éøùú ã"ë - á"ë   

       6:38 - 'á íåé ìù äòé÷ù      (Monsey, NY)        6:11 - 'à ìéì úåøð ú÷ìãä                        
       6:20 - ãòåîä ìåç úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                  6:29 - è"åé áøò ìù äòé÷ù                      
        1:14 - î"äåç úáù / äìåãâ äçðî                      9:16 -  'á-'à íåé/à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ    
        6:36 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù                             9:52 - 'á-'à íåé/à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ   

7:26 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö                             6:28 - 'à íåé ìù äòé÷ù                              
7:48 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö                         7:18 - 'á ìéì/áéøòî/íéáëåëä úàö               
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 KRIAS HATORAH ON SIMCHAS TORAH

     The prevalent custom on Simchas Torah is for every 

male, both young (of reasonable age) and old, to receive 

an aliya to the Torah. In order to facilitate this practice, 

certain leniencies which are not relied upon the entire 

year may be employed on Simchas Torah:

1) A Sefer Torah may be moved from place to place, both 

for Hakafos and Kriah, even for a 1-day temporary usage (1)

2) Some shuls lain on the night of äøåú úçîù with úåëøá, 
although this kriah is not mentioned in ì"æç or ò"åù.

3) The laining is repeated over and over again (2).

4) If there are less Leviim than Kohanim present, after the 

first cycle a Yisroel is called up directly after the Kohen, 

even without a Levi in between and without the Kohen 

receiving two aliyos in a row, as is normally done (3).

5) After starting a cycle with ìàøùé ,éåì ,ïäë, it may be 

finished even with Kohanim and Leviim (4). 

    It is important to ensure that at every single kriah, a 

minimum of 8 or 9 men (apart from the Baal Koreh and 

the äìåò) must be  present, listening to the Kriah and the 

berachos. It is best to appoint people for this (5).

    On Simchas Torah, the âäðî is to raise the Torah (äáâä) 
in the opposite way, with the letters facing away from the 

lifter, out towards the people. This is to remind us of the 

words of Chazal, "äá àìëã äá êôäå äá êôä" - "Toil (turn 

it ov
   

over) in it, Toil in it, for everything is in it." This is our 

obligation to intensify our study of Torah (6). 

    Hagba'ah should be done carefully and only by those 

who are strong and without any ùùç of dropping (7) - 

especially when the scroll is all the way at the front or at 

the end. Similarly, extreme care should be taken during 

all the hakafos that no falling (in) should occur. NOTE: If 

someone is offered by the gabbai to take a Sefer Torah 

for a hakafa, he should not refuse (8).

Musaf and Birchas Kohanim on Simchas Torah

    A kohen who drank wine may not bless the people with 

íéðäë úëøá. This poses a problem with Musaf on 

Simchas Torah, which follows the Kriah and Kiddush in 

many shuls. Therefore, in certain congregations, the 

"duchening" is omitted by Musaf and transferred over to 

Shachris in its stead. When employing this practice, it is 

customary to keep íéðäë úëøá short; "áøòúå" and the 

tefillah regarding dreams is not said. In those shuls where 

duchening is performed by Musaf (9), the Kohanim must 

be especially careful not to drink any intoxicating 

beverages, so as to be permitted to duchen. Grape Juice 

does not disqualify a Kohen from Birchas Kohanim (10).

    If one mistakenly said on Simchas Torah the words 

"äæä úåëåñä âç íåéá" by any of the tefillos, he is not àöåé. 
On Shemini Atzeres, many poskim hold not to repeat (11).

 ùåçì ,äøåú úçîù úòùá åðéúåáåç àéä úàæ      
 íéçîùå íéã÷åø åðà ïëà éë äîéìùå úéúéîà äùåçú
 åðáì úà àìîú øùàë æà ÷øå .äîåöò äçîùá 'ä éðôì
 åðéãå÷éøá åðà íéãîåò éë ,úàæä äáâùðä äùâøäá
 äøëää íâ àåáú ,ùîî ä"á÷ä éðôì åðéúçîùáå
 íéòø úáäà àéä äãåñéù ,"àúååöá ãå÷éø"á äéåàøä
 úîàá ùçù éî éøùà .äøåúä ãåîéì çëî äàáä

.åìà íéàìôð íéùâøä

 äìéì àø÷ êùåçìå íåé øåàì íé÷ìà àø÷éå
(ä-à úéùàøá) 'åâå ãçà íåé ø÷á éäéå áøò éäéå

 áøò éäéå" 'ìä íéîòô 'å 'úëù äùøôá åðéöî äðä     
 áåúë àì úáù éáâì íðîà .úáùä íåé ãò "ø÷á éäéå
 êéøöå .äìéì ììë øëæåî àìå ãáì "éòéáùä íåé" àìà
 àìù íéîéä øàùî "éòéáùä íåé" ÷åìç äîì ,ïéáäì

?"íåé" ÷ø ,"äìéì" åá áåúë
 ,à"èéìù õéáåðéáø ïäëä ìàéìîâ ø"åîâä àéáî àìà    
 úéùàøá éîé úùùù ì"æéøàä éáúëî ,äøåúä áéè 'ñá
 íãàä êéøöù íéùåã÷ä úåãî äùùì íä íéæîåøî
 ,"ãñç" - ïåùàø íåé :íä éøä .ä"á÷ä úà íäá ãåáòì

ê
     
    

 àì êë êá òåâðì ìåëé éðéàå êãâðë ã÷åø éðàù íùë
(äðáì ùåãé÷) äòøì éá òåâðì éáéåà ìë åìëåé

 éøôñ íò óé÷äì åâäð (à:èñøú ç"åà) ò"åùá àúéà     
.ù"ééò áìåìä íò íéôé÷îù åîë ,äîéáä äøåú

 ,äøåú úçîù íåéáù ãå÷éøä ãåñ øàáì äàøð     
 áéáñ åîò ááñîå åøéáç ãéá æçåà ãçà ìëù äæ ãå÷éøã
 åãéá ÷éæçî àåä ïéàù óà éøä ,'ä éðôì øùà ïçìùä
 ïéðò åá ùé àúååöá ãå÷éøä íöò î"î ,ùîî äøåú øôñ
 'ñá ,ì"öæ øù ÷éæééà ÷çöé ø"åîâä øéáñî .ãàî áâùð
 êåìéä íúñ äæ ïéà äæ ãå÷éø éë ,øñåî úåçéù è÷ì
 äìåãâ äåöîä ìù ìòåôá íåé÷ åäæ àìà ,øåçñ øåçñ
 ãéá ùéà íéæçåà åðàù äæá éë ,"êåîë êòøì úáäàå"ã
 åá äæ ãå÷éøã àöîðå .íéòø úáäàì éåèéá äæá ùé åéçà
 íå÷îä éðôì áåùç ,úìåæä úáäàá úå÷éáãä úòáåî
 ó÷éäáù íùëù ,åðéãéá íéðéîä úòáøà íò ãå÷éøë
 äòáä äðåîè ,ãéá íéðéîä 'ã úåöî úæéçà íò äîéáä
 íò äîéáä ó÷éäá êë ,äøåúä íò úåöîä øù÷ ìù
 ìù äòáä úçðåî - åðéãéá åðéáåäà - åðéçà ãé úæéçà
 ÷ñò çëîã ,äøåúä íò úåéøáä úáäàã åæ äåöî øù÷

.åæ äìåãâ äáäà äàáå äìåò äãåîéì ìîòå äøåúä
ìì 
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 óìà ú"åù (8) ãé:é íéøôà éøòù (7) èñøú íäøáà ìùà (6) áé:èñøú íù (5) æì:äì÷ äøåøá äðùî (4) çî:á øáã áéùî ú"åù (3) à:èñøú ç"åà (2) é:èñøú äøåøá äðùî (1)
 úåëåñä âçë úö÷ úøöò éðéîùá íéâäåðù ùé ì"åçáù éôì íòèä - çñøú ç"åà íäøáà ìùà (11) àî÷:çë÷ íù (10) æé:èñøú äøåøá äðùî (9) äîìù êì

R' Avrohom Weinberg ZT"L of Slonim (Bais Avrohom) would say:

    "'êéìäàá øëùùéå êúàöá ïåìåáæ çîù' - One should rejoice from learning Torah just as Zevulun rejoices 

when he succeeds in business and earns an abundance of wealth. The more money he earns, the happier 

he is. So too, the more Torah one learns, the happier one should become."

R' Shimon Shkop ZT"L would say:

     "When Hashem blesses a human being with wealth, He is in reality appointing that person as a trustee 

to apportion the funds to the needy. If one fulfills his duty with fidelity, Hashem raises his rank and 

appoints him over an even greater treasure."

An Elderly Rov once said:

    "On Simchas Torah I hold the Sefer Torah high and dance with all my strength. Do you really think I 

am carrying the Torah? Quite the contrary - all these years it is the Torah that has carried me!"
MAZEL TOV MR & MRS NUSSI MUNK ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON BORUCH é"ð
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don't evade it. Confront it head on and rise above it. Children, jump over your obstacles, not into it!" 

   After hours of such dancing, they would return to the shul, dance again around the bimah for some time 

before R' Yosef Chaim would sing the ancient tune to "åðé÷ìàë ïéà", while the children responded in 

kind, never ceasing in their beautiful and happy Yom Tov songs.     

***

***
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 ,"ø÷á" ë"çàå "áøò" äìéçúá íòô ãåò äùòð - øçà
 àáù ãò úåãî 'åä ìëá ú"éùä úà ãåáòì àåä êéøö êëå
 äìéì ãåò ïéàå åúãåáò ìò øîâ øáë æàù ùãå÷ úáùä
 ,íåé åìåëù - "éòéáùä íåé" åäæå .ãáì íåé àìà ììë
 íéùùáù íãàì æîø ë"â åäæå .êùåç íåù éìá ,øåà åìåë
 ,úåðåéñðä ìë ìò øáåòå ú"éùä úà ãáåò àåä íéðù
 øáò øáëù "íåé" úðéçáá åìöà äùòð ,äðù 'òì òéâäùëå
  .äìéì àìå íåé åìåëù úáùä íåé åìöàå ,úåðåéñðä ìë ìò

 - éòéáø íåé ,"úøàôú" - éùéìù íåé ,"äøåáâ" - éðù íåé
 ìëáå ."ãåñé" - éùù íåé ,"ãåä" - éùéîç íåé ,"çöð"
 åì êùåçå ãàî íãàì äù÷å úåîåöò úåðåéñð ùé äãî
 íãàä ãáåòù äãîå äãî ìë òåáùä éîé ìëá ,ïëìå .ãàî
 äùòðù "áøò éäéå" úðéçáá àåä ,äìéçúá ú"éùä úà
 ÷æçúîå åøöé ìò íãàä øáâúîùëå ,êùåç åìöà
 íðîà ."ø÷á éäéå" úðéçáá äùòð ,ú"éùä ìà åúãåáòá
 íåéì æîåøîù - äéðù äãîá ìéçúäì äöåøùë ë"çà

ééééé(è"åé úìôú) äæä âçä úøöò éðéîù íåé úà ...åðì ïúúå
     We find by all the other Yomim Tovim, the word 

"Chag" is written before the Yom Tov:  ,úåöîä âç
úåëåñä âç. By Shemini Atzeres however, first the 

Yom Tov itself is listed followed by the word 

"Chag." Furthermore, the Torah constantly 

describes the íéìâø ùìù - Three Festivals, of 

Pesach, Shavuos and Sukkos. But if Shemini 

Atzeres is considered a festival just like all the 

others, why do we not describe the "Four" 

festivals. Why isn't Shemini Atzeres considered?

    The Ropshitzer Rebbe, R' Naftali Hurvitz 

ZT"L explains: The word "éðéîù" is spelled with a 

÷éøéç underneath it. This teaches us that Bnei 

Yisroel is under the control and influence of 

Hashem, and all that we have comes from Him. 

Thus, Hashem engraved upon each and every heart 

of Bnei Yisroel the strength, beauty and holiness of 

the three festivals and when Jews keep the Yomim 

Tovim properly, this causes Hashem to feel an 

extra special love to His people. It is then that he 

tells them, "Stay with me for one extra day so that I 

may rejoice with you." This day is Shemini Atzeres 

which draws its strength from the name "éðéîù" 

and is a by-product of the other three festivals.

(áé-ãì) ìàøùé ìë éðéòì äùî äùò øùà... ä÷æçä ãéä ìëìå
   When we complete the annual reading of the 

Torah on Simchas Torah, we begin reading the 

first parsha of Beraishis, to indicate that there is no 

end-point to the Torah. Thus, the last posuk of the 

Torah is contiguous with the first posuk.

     The miracles that occurred to our ancestors in 

Egypt and the desert were not absolutely essential 

for their deliverance. R' Abraham J. Twerski 

ZT"

     

Shlit'a writes, the purpose of these miracles was to 

attest to Hashem as our Creator who runs the world  

    This is the continuation of the posukim: "And the 

mighty hand and the great aweness .... In the 

beginning, Hashem created Heaven and Earth."

(åë-à) åðúåîãë åðîìöá íãà äùòð íé÷ìà øîàéå
    The Medrash writes: "Moshe lifted his voice in 

question. 'Master ... why do You give heretics an 

opportunity to open their mouths (and claim there 

is more than one God)?' Hashem answered, 'Write 

it (this way) and whoever wants to err will err. 

Write! For if a great man ever says, 'Why should I 

consult with others?' they will tell him, 'Learn from 

the Creator, Who consulted with the angels."

  Expounds R' Elchanan Wasserman ZT"L 

HY"D, if given the opportunity to invest in a 

business in which one will either make a fortune or 

lose every cent, a prudent investor will certainly 

decline the risk. Yet in our posuk, Hashem teaches 

us a great lesson but risks losing His people to 

heresy. Why did Hashem take this risk? Because 

there really is no danger. Generations of children 

have learned this posuk without misunderstanding 

it and millions of Jews throughout the centuries 

have heard it in their shuls without incident. 

They've had no trouble extracting its lesson. Only 

those who look for any excuse to shirk their 

responsibility as Jews, as servants of Hashem, only 

they will arrive at a false interpretation, for that is 

what they want to hear. Such people can always 

find something to attack in the Torah. Therefore, 

Hashem did not give up an opportunity to teach 

faithful Jews a lesson just because of such perverse 

individuals, for whom there is little hope anyway.
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    On Simchas Torah, throughout the world, Jews kick up their feet and dance with joy and enthusiasm, 

grasping the holy scrolls of the Torah tightly in their arms, and singing strenuously. Seven Hakafos - 

circuits, are danced around the center of the shul in an all-encompassing state of festive rapture. 

    There was one notable exception to this world-wide custom. Around the turn of the century, in the 

narrow and dusty streets of Batei Machseh, in the old city of Yerushalayim, a new custom was born; they 

would dance an eighth hakafah! And did they ever dance! It was called the "Children's Hakafah" and true 

to its name, children from all over the ancient city would stream to the shul of the great Yerushalayim 

Rov, R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT"L, where he would gather together all the children and begin to 

line them up in a straight line. This was not something that he took lightly; each child was placed exactly 

in his proper position - Moshele in front of Berel, Yankele behind Muttel, and so on and so forth - and 

the Rov would lift up the child's arms and lovingly place them on the shoulders of the boy in front. This 

was an important lesson that R' Yosef Chaim always reminded the children: "Hold on fast to those in 

front of you and never let go. If the Jewish people will continue to hang on dearly to the values and 

legacies of the great ones before them, they will always remain strong and true, in an endless chain that 

can never be broken! If we stay together as one, we will always be protected from any problems that 

arise. Children, hold on tight!" Many times throughout the dancing, R' Yosef Chaim would look back and 

check to ensure that the chain of youngsters had not come apart.      

     Then they would begin to sing a rousing tune, exhorted mightily by the holy Rov, and the decibel level 

soon became overpowering. And they danced. First they marched around the bimah, over and over again. 

Then they circled the entire shul from the eastern wall of honor to the back benches of the poor and 

beggardly Jews. Around and around they went, never once lowering their tone nor halting their song. 

    R' Yosef Chaim marched at the head of the line and as he danced right into the streets of Batei 

Machseh, the long trail of thrilled and delighted children of all ages emerged from the shul in a sight that 

appeared to all those watching as a human chain that would not end. From corner to corner they turned 

and the line never came undone, not even once. R' Yosef Chaim would not allow it! And if a stone or 

obstruction should block their way, they did not change course or even go around it. R' Yosef Chaim, the 

Rov of Yerushalayim, would hop right over the rock, barrel or cart and the gleeful children would follow 

closely, hopping, skipping and jumping with ease over the obstruction. Imagine the sight of hundreds of 

lively singing children bouncing up and over one by one through the ancient streets. The Rov would 

impart an important lesson by his actions: "When an obstacle presents itself before you, don't fret and 

don'<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><> <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>


