
     to,ubnk vuymba ,shnk - sgun kvt ,sucg kg u,ut ,,bu h"ar
unf 'vphdn ovc xbfba hbpn 'kdgv vagn rjt ifanv ,csb ,khj,c
kg vchcjv itmk kan /ogv ,t wv ;udhu (v"k c"k ,una) rntba
,t vbn 'lnn vaecc vgurk uk rnt expanu 'rcs vc kpba 'vhkgc

:uhkg vchcj thva ghsuvk 'ovc ur,ub vnf gsu 'hbtm
'ktrah og kg sutn xgf kufhcf trucva ;t :trub rcs itfn ohtur
vuhm odu 'vphdn ovc thcv '(wh 'c"k ,una) "okftu" rnta lf hsf sg
og urtab ouen kfn - kdgc tyja urhcj ,t sjtv durvk ovhkg
,gsk hsf 'o,ut rupxk shn vruv lfku 'uhkg chcjv ubutm ktrah

 /uhbhgc o,uchcj lu,n kfvu 'orpxn
zz ubhta 'lrc,h trucv hbpk ktrah ka o,uchcj thv vkusd vf    

(wd inhx s"f varp vcr ,una) 'sutn tyja ktrah ukhptu 'occjn
,cvt hf 'trucv hbpk snug u,uchcjcu 'ktrah rtab 'z"g iuugc ;tu
u,cvta 'uhbc ,t cvutv ct unf 'omg ,cvt thv ktrah ungk trucv

/u,cvtc rtab cmn kfcu 'ohtb, tkk
,njn tkt 'otyj kg ,ufn ktrahk trucv i,ub obhjc tku    
tk htsu 'vrhcg rcug rjt vturv rz ost hrvu /ctf o,ut u,cvt
eru 'uhkg htrjt unmg ,t ahdrn ubht hf 'vrhcgv ,t rcga kg uvfh
hsf 'uvfh ;tu kfv vagh 'vcuyk vb,aha .pju u,cuyc vmurv uhct
tyj u"j ot ukhpta ,gsk 'ostk tuv kusd euzhju /uhfrs rpaha
uz vghsh jfnu 'iput kfc ktrah rtabu 'urehc .pj ihhsg trucv 'odpu

/ucvut uhct kt cav icf 'cmn kfc trucv kt ruzjk ezj,h

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv5:34 - 
     8:39 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz 9:15 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:13 -
   5:53 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 6:43 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 7:05

    
v  ,tyc,n vnc ihcvk lhrm ifu /wofkw vkhnv ,buuf ihcvk lhr

vw c,fu /,cav ka v,ausevkcevu c,fosevc euxpv ,t rtck w
kg ,unnur,vu ,ukg,v vbhhbg wvausew hf" 'wvausew daunv ruthc
in aurpk vru,v v,uuhma rjt ifku 'vdrsnv ,ujp tuva rcs
'r,uhc ohhrnuju oh,ujp ohbhhbg ova ,uruxt ,ukftnu ,uhrgv

"/(u"f wf trehu) wudu ohause hk o,hhvuw vrnt
ejr,nv ifu" 'w,cav ,ausew ka vbhhbg ,t rtcn tuv vz hpku    
exg,vkn ,cav ouhc unmg ,t gbuna h"g 'wufu iunnv ,uut,n
',cav ,t o,rnauw vru, vrnt vz kgu 'ause treb okugv hexgc
'"ckv rmhu gcy sdb iunnv ,uut,n vc ejr,na 'wofk tuv ase hf
ase,ba ',cav ,t runak wv ka huuhmv ,buufc kkfba ubhhvu
v,ujp vuut, thva 'iunnv kt ubck ,snju ,uut, kgn onur,bu
,cav ,rhnaa 'wofk thv asue hfw 'tuv euxpv ,buuf f"tu ',hrnuju

/iunnv kt ofcck ,snj kgn onur,vku ase,vk ofk ourd,
    kg runak 'w,cav ,t o,rnauw ohkhnv ka vyuapv vbuufv vbvu

,ukg,vv kg runak ubhkga 'rtcku ;hxuvk ah kct 'vkkjk tku ,cav
,snkn ;t ,cav f"tu /gucav kf onurn iputc ,uhjk hsf ,cav ka
hsfc er uc an,avku iunnv ,phsr ,uut, ,t ubnmgn rhxvk ub,ut
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,ubuhxhbc sungb lfcu 'oheezbk ruzgku 'okugc ohna sucf onurk
/vru,k oh,g gcebu 'ruchmc kkp,bu 'vbuntc i,hbu tahba 'iunnv exg
rmh ,t aucfku ,cav ,t runak 'gcyv sdb ubt ohdvb,n ratfu
,rhnaa ,urnku 'hgcy kg iputc ubng dvb,h wv od 'iunnv ,phsr
shxpb tka er tk hzt 'iunn hsxpv ubk ourdk vfhrm v,hv ,cav

/gucav lanc r,uh jhuurb luphvk tkt
hf ',cav ,t o,rnauw 'rjt iputc euxpv ,t rtck kfub lfcu     
sdb wv og udvb,,u ,cav ,t urna, ota ubhhv 'wofk thv asue
gcyv in arpunu onurn lrsc ofng dvb,h wv od 'ofka gcyv
vn ,buuf vzu /,cav ,rhna jufn r,uh ujhuur,u 'wasuew-,ujpv
,ca ofk thv asuew '(iuhkg k-t lurc) ,ca ,urhnzc ohrnuta
kgw-asuev lrsc ofng dvb,h wv ,ca ,rhna ,ufzca ubhhv 'wvfknv
'u,frc ,t ofk jkaha ubhhv 'wvfrc jhbvk ofh,c lu, ktwu 'w,hgcy
  /vkkdc ujhuur, vcrst tkt ',ca ,rhna kkdc ushxp, tka er tku

    rmh ,rhca kg ,snkn thv oda 'wvrp ,arpw ihrue uz ,cac vbvu
v,gpav ,t ,ekxnu ,rpfn wvnust vrpwva 'iunnv rjt vphsrv
,snjw jufn ktrah uaga '(c"f y"h rcsnc h"ar) kdgv tyj ka

/([iunhx rc vsuvh hcr ,gsu v"s d"h wk ,una] wreh hkfw wg) wiunnv
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The anger of Hashem flared against the Jewish

People and He intended to wipe them out. But Moshe

Rabbeinu stood up and prayed and in his prayer, he begged

the Almighty to have mercy on His people. Remember the

     A SERIES IN HALACHAH
gqt 'lda oil`ey bgd mcew mei miyely

The “Torah” Table: Enhancing the Pesach Seder

    We are now in the time of the year when we discuss issues

pertaining to the upcoming Yom Tov of Pesach. Let us now

begin a series dealing with the practical aspects - some

halachic, some customary - of the Seder Night “Torah” Table.

The Seder Night. On the night of Pesach, it is of the utmost

importance to keep the children happy and receptive. Any

sharp or angry words can turn them off for the night. Therefore

no matter what happens, one’s words must be patient and sweet

like honey. Also, if “stealing” the Afikoman is done, there

should be no losers, rather everyone should get a prize.

Structure of the Seder. Early in the Seder one should point

out the structure of the Seder. It’s divided into four sections

with four cups of wine, each with its corresponding mitzvah:

Kiddush,  Haggadah, Bentching, and Hallel. These relate to the

four expressions of vkutd (redemption) at the beginning of

Parshas Vaera which represent the four steps of leaving Egypt:

Six and a half months before they left Mitzraim (on Rosh

Hashana), the forced labor stopped. That is why we say in

the Rosh Hashana night Kiddush "ohrmn ,thmhk rfz". (1)

On the 15th of Nisan, they “geographically” left Mitzraim.

The redemption, however, was not yet complete because the

Egyptians could still chase after them, as they indeed did. 

Krias Yum Suf destroyed the Egyptian army and now Bnei

Yisroel was free. The vkutd was still not complete because

  

 

1)

2)

3)

merits of their forefathers, Moshe begged, the righteous

Avos who served You under any and all conditions, and unto

whom You promised to make a great nation. Moshe’s words

pierced the Heavens, and Hashem’s anger receded. 

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

much of the uncleanliness of Mitzraim had rubbed off on them.  

The final step was Matan Torah which cleansed them from

anything undesirable that they had sunken into in Mitzraim.

Kiddush and the First Cup. One should point out that the first

cup is not only to fulfill the regular mitzvah of Kiddush, like by

every Yom Tov, but also the first of the ",uxuf gcrt" - the four

cups. This adds the following extra halachos. 

Everyone should have their own Kiddush cup to drink (2).

(They could still be tmuh Kiddush by listening to another

person’s recital. Some have a custom that even ladies say the

words of Kiddush along with the reciter on Pesach night.)

One should preferably drink the whole cup (3), unlike every

other Kiddush when drinking a majority of a ,hghcr is enough.

The men must lean on their left side when drinking (4). 

One cannot make Kiddush before nightfall - ohcfufv ,tm (5).

One cannot make Kiddush on matza. 

ubhhjva in Kiddush. When one makes or hears the beracha of

"ubhhjva" he should have in mind that it is a thanks to Hashem for

allowing him to perform all of the following mitzvos: 1) The

Yom Tov of Pesach, 2) Haggadah - relating ohrmn ,thmh, 3)

Matza, 4) Maror and Korech, 5) Hallel, 6) The four cups of

wine, 7) All the Seder details that Chazal added; Seder Plate,

special dippings, Afikoman. The beracha also gives thanks for

the mitzvah of checking for chametz (vehsc) the night before and

burning the chametz (rughc) that day (and possibly on the verbal

 annulment of the chametz). (6)         

4)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
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R’ Simcha Bunim of Pshischa ZT”L would say:

    “‘This shall they give ... half a shekel.’ The commandment to give a Machatzis Hashekel (half-shekel) was in

order ‘to make an atonement for your souls,’ to atone for the sins of the Jewish people. The amount was therefore

set at precisely half a coin, to show that the Almighty Himself is responsible for the other half. Had He not created

the Yetzer Hara (Evil Impulse) to tempt us in the first place, we would never have transgressed!”   

R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”L (Darash Moshe) would say:

    “The Gemara (:h tr,c tcc) asks: ‘How will the honor of Israel be uplifted? Through ‘Ki Sisa’ (When you raise).’ In

truth, the Gemara is referring to the end of the posuk, which alludes to the mitzvah of tzedakah. Why did the Gemara

quote the beginning of the posuk? Because it is not enough to just give charity. Rather, the honor of a Jew is uplifted

when we are able to ‘raise our heads,’ - hold our heads high after giving tzedakah. How must we give tzedakah? By

giving an honorable amount in relation to our means and giving it with the proper attitude instead of begrudgingly.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “Nothing is worse than that moment during an argument when you realize you’re wrong!”
MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS URI FRISCHMAN ON THE ENGAGEMENT OF THEIR SON YEHUDA TO LEAH FELLNER



    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    zzzznnnn`̀̀̀eeee    ccccqqqqgggg    aaaaxxxxeeee    mmmmiiiitttt`̀̀̀    jjjjxxxx`̀̀̀    ooooeeeeppppggggeeee    mmmmeeeeggggxxxx    llll----`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    ''''dddd((((eeee----ccccllll))))
       Chazal tell us that one who is berated and does not react (ahstu), a hundred bad things will pass over him and not affect

him (/z ihrsvbx). R’ Avigdor Miller ZT”L remarks that the key to man’s success in this world is not to get excited from what

people say. Rashi comments that the word “Adish” comes from the word “Dush” which means to overlook a grievance

and not make an issue. In other words, hurtful comments should be completely ignored as if they were never spoken. One

should train himself not just to overcome his anger, but to act as if nothing happened at all! However, says R’ Miller, there

is also a flip side. One should listen very carefully when one is being rebuked because normally people just flatter each

other and no one really tells the truth. Getting rebuked is a wonderful way to finally hear the truth about oneself. Only

when one gets angry and blurts out the way he feels about you, can you learn the truth and work on improving yourself!

(Didn’t you always know that vitamins are GOOD for you? You just have to know how to take them!)

   So what should you do when someone starts letting you have it? Ignore or listen carefully? The answer is BOTH! One

should turn off his emotions and use his intellect to be honest with himself. Is there any truth to what is being said? Remove

yourself from the picture and pretend someone else is being screamed at. This way you will not take it personally and rather

use your logic to ignore the barbs, internalize them and then act! Remaining silent and accepting rebuke when appropriate,

demands tremendous humility and self control. Mind over matter, this is truly the key to man’s success in this world.  

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    jjjjnnnnrrrrllll    ddddrrrrxxxxdddd    llllrrrr    mmmmggggppppddddeeee    jjjjtttt`̀̀̀    ooooeeeexxxxggggnnnn    aaaaeeeeyyyy((((aaaaiiii----aaaallll))))

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    zzzzaaaazzzzkkkk    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    jjjjxxxxttttqqqqnnnn    `̀̀̀pppp    iiiippppggggnnnn    ooooiiii`̀̀̀    mmmm`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀hhhhgggg    `̀̀̀yyyyzzzz    mmmm`̀̀̀    ddddzzzzrrrreeee((((aaaallll----aaaallll))))
    What defines a leader? A person who will give everything he has - his own life, in fact - on behalf of his people. Moshe

was willing to have his name erased from the holy Torah to save his people. What could be a greater self-sacrifice? 

    At the end of World War II, the Skulener Rebbe, R’ Eliezer Zusia Portugal ZT”L, was living in the city of

Chernowitz which was then under Soviet dominion. Although the authorities had their eyes on him at all times, he never

ceased in his religious and rescue activities on behalf of his fellow Jews. He founded a number of institutions for orphans

of the Holocaust and he personally cared for at least three hundred orphaned children, all of whom called him “Tatteh”.

    The city of Chernowitz was relatively close to the Romanian border and the Rebbe remained there in order to be able to

smuggle as many Jews out of the Soviet Union and across the border into Romania. The Colonel in charge of the border

guards was a true-blooded Soviet who felt no love or compassion for Jews. Yet, on more than one occasion, the Rebbe was

able to break through his hardened exterior in order to rescue Jews in trouble. The Colonel warned the Rebbe repeatedly not

to impose on him. But the Rebbe didn’t take heed and continued to come to him when he thought he could help.

    Finally, the Colonel had had enough. He warned the Rebbe that he was done putting his neck on the line for the Jews and

he refused to assist anymore. “Enough is enough,” said the Colonel, “Do not come to me anymore. I’m not interested in

helping you and I don’t want to see your face. If you come to me again on behalf of your Jews - I will kill you!”

   It wasn’t long, though, before the Rebbe was notified about a family of nine souls that had been captured trying to

smuggle across the border. He immediately sprang into action and undertook the daunting and dangerous task of rescuing

them. He knew that their punishment was to be imprisonment in Siberia and he refused to sit still. “I must get these people

out of prison here in Chernowitz before they are sent off to Siberia. I will get them out - regardless!” he exclaimed.  

    Nothing worked, not even a hefty bribe. The Soviets were adamant; these people were to serve as an example for others. 

    There was still one avenue to be employed. The Rebbe would go to the Colonel and beg, regardless of the imminent

personal danger involved. Jewish lives were at stake and that was more important than his life. His family begged him

not to go. “How can you risk your life like this” they asked. “He said he would not help you anymore and that if you

came to him again, he would kill you!” But the Rebbe shook his head. “It is not clear that he will take out his anger on me.

But one thing is for certain; the fate of those nine people is surely sealed unless I am able to do something on their behalf.”

    The Skulener Rebbe approached the Colonel’s house with trepidation, climbed up the steps and with a prayer on his

lips, knocked on the door. When the Soviet officer saw who stood on his doorstep, he was overcome with anger. 

    “Did I not tell you never to come back here?” he roared. The Soviet flew into a rage and without warning, he  grabbed

the Skulener Rebbe and threw him down the stairs. Then he turned and emphatically slammed the door. 

    R’ Eliezer Zusia was badly hurt. Bleeding profusely and in somewhat of a daze, the Rebbe collected himself, stood up,

and with extreme difficulty and the little strength he had left, he once again climbed the stairs and knocked on the Colonel's

door. The Colonel swung open the door and could not believe his eyes. There stood the rabbi, dirty, bloodied, clothes torn -

but with defiance in his eyes. “I must speak to you, Colonel!” the Rebbe said, with tears streaming down his face.

    This time, the Colonel listened - it was the least he could do. The Rebbe began to speak and burst into tears. He begged,

he cried, and he clutched at the heartstrings of this Soviet officer, as he depicted the bitter plight of this hapless family. The

Colonel’s hardened heart could not possibly ignore the selfless pleas, the heartfelt emotion of the Rebbe. His devotion to

others at the expense of his own health was too much to ignore. The Colonel promised to help the family and in a short

time, they were freed.
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                        ''''ddddllll    iiiinnnn    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    ddddppppggggnnnndddd    xxxxrrrryyyyaaaa    ddddyyyynnnn    ccccnnnnrrrriiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiieeeellll    iiiippppaaaa    llllkkkk    eeeeiiiillll`̀̀̀    eeeettttqqqq`̀̀̀iiiieeee    iiiillll`̀̀̀                                                        ((((eeeekkkk----aaaallll))))

   While elements of Bnei Yisroel were sinning with the golden

calf, Moshe Rabbeinu came down from the mountain and

announced in a clear and authoritative voice: “Mi

LaHashem Alay” (Whoever is for [the honor of] Hashem

come to me). The complete Shevet Levi assembled and

Moshe told them to go out and kill the sinners, even if it was

the person’s own brother. The obvious question is: If Shevet

Levi was the one tribe that heeded Moshe’s call and came

immediately to eradicate the idol-worshippers, why would

Moshe have to stress that they were required to kill even

their fathers and brothers; their fathers and brothers were

also from Shevet Levi and were not involved in the sin?

   R’ Tzvi Pesach Frank ZT”L (Har Tzvi) explains

based on Rashi on the posuk: uh,htr tk untku uhctk rnutv"
(y-dk ohrcs) "gsh tk uhbc ,tu rhfv tk uhjt ,tu - “Who said

about his father and mother, ‘I have not seen,’ and his

brothers he did not recognize and his children he did not

know.” Rashi quotes the Sifri that this posuk can only be

discussing a mother’s father (one calls his grandfather

“father”), maternal brothers, and daughter’s sons (one calls

his grandchild his “child”). It is impossible to explain

“father” or “sons” literally, or “brothers” as paternal, since

the sinners would then be from the tribe of Levi and this

cannot be since the posuk says, “And they gathered unto

him (Moshe) all of the children of Levi.”

    Rashi’s explanation is not conclusive in Parshas Ki

Sisa. Issuing a directive to slay those who sinned, including

parents, siblings, and children, could be taken literally, as

Moshe also spoke to people of tribes other than Levi who

hearkened to his call. However, the posuk later is discussing

only Bnei Levi. There the parents, siblings, and children

must be referring to the maternal relatives of Shevet Levi.    

         EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀kkkk    mmmmiiiipppptttt    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiipppptttt    ddddyyyynnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxaaaacccceeee                            
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeeddddrrrrxxxx    llll`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    xxxxaaaacccciiii                                            ((((`̀̀̀iiii----bbbbllll))))            

  The gemara (:yn ,unch) differentiates between the

prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu and the prophecy of other

prophets: “All other prophets saw through a lens that did

not shine, while Moshe Rabbeinu was able to see through

a shining lens (vrhtnv thrkepxt).” R’ Moshe Chaim

Luzzatto ZT”L (Ramchal) elaborates on this idea and

states that a non-shining lens is nothing more than a mirror

which reflects a vision from another source. A shining lens

does not reflect a vision but rather allows one to see the

actual vision. Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu, of whom the Torah

testifies that he spoke to Hashem "ohbp kt ohbp" - literally,

“Face to Face” - was able to see his prophecy through a

clear and shining glass - as if looking through a window

into another dimension - whereas all the other prophets

merely glimpsed a reflection in a mirror.

      R’ Aryeh Kaplan ZT”L provides another interpretation

based on the words of the Rambam (u-z vru,v hsuxh wkv):
“Moshe Rabbeinu did not receive prophecy through an

angel, as it says, ‘Hashem would speak to Moshe face to

face’ ... It was no mashal (allegory) that was revealed to

Moshe; he realized the prophetic message clearly, without

riddle and without parable .... he saw a clear and lucid

vision.” In the case of every other prophet, something of

the Navi’s own mind, his own ego, enters the prophecy. As

a result, the prophecy is being reflected through his mind.

Thus, one is not actually seeing the spiritual impact itself.

All one is really seeing is what the Navi’s mind interprets.

This is the non-shining “Aspaklaria” that Chazal refer to

as the medium through which all the prophets received

their visions. Moshe, on the other hand, saw through a

shining lens. His mind did not need to interpret the vision - it

was as clear and lucid as a brilliant ray of light.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: During the Six Day War, many areas of Jerusalem

were being shelled on a daily basis, including Meah

Shearim and Beis Yisroel, where the famous Mir Yeshivah

was situated. When the air-raid siren would go off, everyone

ran down to the nearest bomb shelter to wait out the attack.

There, they prayed and learned with great concentration -

the sounds of explosions around them all the time. 

   The shelter next to the Mir Yeshivah also contained a

number of people other than members of the yeshivah.

During one attack, a woman suddenly cried out, “L-rd of

the universe! I have been married and divorced, and during

my marriage, my husband treated me terribly for many

years, paining and humiliating me in public. But now I’m

prepared to forgive him. Therefore, I pray that You,

Hashem, will likewise forgive the Jewish people for

whatever sins of theirs are causing this present suffering!”

   The Mir Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT”L,

was one of the people present in the shelter. When he heard

the woman’s impassioned plea, he exclaimed, “If we get

out of this alive, it will be on this woman’s merit!”
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