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Swna: The parsha of the Moadim (holidays) falls out every
single year during the Yimei HaMetzarim, the Three Weeks
of aveilus for the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash. The
Seforim tell us that the significance of this is rooted in the
fact that there are 21 days of Yamim Tovim throughout the

year, opposite the 21 days of mourning during the Three
Weeks. In other words, these days may be sad, but it doesn’t
have to take over a Jew’s perspective. If he serves Hashem
with simcha, like he must, then these days will see no evil in

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂw\y@%

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B919 125 7N 1ndm’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (84)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Chessed and Tzedaka.
Last week we concluded with the basic rule that if one is
learning Torah and a chessed situation comes to him, his course
of action depends on the following: If it can be taken care of
satisfactorily by someone else who is not learning, one should
not stop his learning, but rather allow the other person to do it. If
he is specifically needed, he should stop his learning and do the
mitzvah. So, if while one is learning, another person comes and
asks for tzedaka, or a guest arrives and needs help settling in, or
someone needs the chessed of a car ride and the one learning is
needed, he should stop learning and do the chessed.

Tzedaka Interruption During Learning. Even though one
must stop his learning to give tzedaka, there are circumstances
where this does not apply. For example, if a person is constantly
being asked for tzedaka, time and time again, as many of our
"Dy 7Y’ are, it can literally ruin the time he has for learning (and
family time). In such a case, a person is entitled to limit the times
he is available for tzedaka requests. The proper way to do this is
to post signs on his door, or publicize when and where he can be
seen. This way, the people collecting money know when he is
available and don’t have to waste his time or their time waiting.

Minimizing Bitul Torah. It is inferred from Sefer Chasidim (1),
written by Rav Yehudah HaChassid one of the Ba’alei Tosfos,
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the futyre and the joy Moshiach brings will soon be upon us.
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that even when one does the mifzvah, he should try to talk or
think in learning while going to and doing the mitzvah, so as to
minimize the interruption of his Torah learning.
Going Out to Look for Chessed. The obligation to stop learning
if one is needed for chessed is only if the chessed situation came
to him already. In that case, he should do the chessed, however,
he does not have to stop learning in order to go out and look for
chessed opportunities. This is similar to the famous words of the
Chelkas Mechokek ) who writes that the Talmudic rule that
one should stop learning Torah for “Hachnossas Kallah”
(money for a bride’s expenses) is only if he happens to see the
wedding ceremony (or needs to be there socially). He does not
have to go out of his way especially to be there. The Chofetz
Chaim z#’l in Ahavas Chessed ) writes that this refers to going
out on an ongoing basis. However, it is proper from time to time,
even for a masmid to take off some time from his learning to go
find what chessed is needed and become a helper.
Learning with a Chavrusa. From the simple reading of the
halacha it sounds like that even if one is learning with a chavrusa
(study partner), he should stop learning when needed to do
chessed, even if this will cause the chavrusa to also stop learning.
This applies to just the two chavrusos, however, if the interruption
concerns a "o10 Yv mm )" (public loss of learning), then the
halacha is different. We will IY’H discuss it next week.
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R’ Yosef Patzanovsky z¢”’l (Pardes Yosef Hachadash) would say:
B2y N M2 PINN IR W NI’ - According to some, Pinchos became a Kohen only after he killed Zimri, while

others hold that at the time he was an ordinary Kohen and afterwards he was awarded Kehunah Gedolah (See Zevachim
111D). The Rambam rules (Hil Tefilah 15:3) that a Kohen who kills someone, even unintentionally, is disqualified to give
the Priestly Blessing (and may not perform the avodah in the Bais HaMikdash, see Tosfos Yom Tov, Bechoros 7:7). If so,
according to the opinion that he was already a Kohen, how was Pinchos permitted to be Kohen Gadol? We may answer
based on the Zohar (217a), that when Pinchos killed Zimri, his soul departed and Hashem revived him by placing the souls
of Nadav and Avihu in him. Thus, when he became a Kohen Gadol he was a new person and the fact that in a previous
lifetime he had been a Kohen and had killed someone did not have any bearing on his current status.”

*IN STORES NOW*

Rizhiner Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman z¢”’I (Tiferes Yisroel) would say:

“mn Ny DYDY DIV 'NY 12PN WX NURN MY - Two thoughts must remain with a person every
second of the day: “mun >0 N MW’ - ‘I have set Hashem before me always.’ and 132 >NNonY
“pn - ‘My sin is before me always.’ This is the daily ‘sacrifice’ of a Jew.” N b s
ot R RO

A Wise Man would say: ) I ¥ M
“A good friend is a person who listens attentively while you say nothing 5 e 3 9PN
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This story is quite recent; it only occurred a few months ago. It is about a boy who was diagnosed with the dreaded
disease not too long ago r”/, and was undergoing treatment. With Heavenly assistance, about a year ago, he was found to
be in remission and the family was hopeful that he will merit a full recovery very soon. Unfortunately, during the past
year, the boy experienced a severe blood clot which had the potential to cause major complications and his doctors felt it
was necessary for the boy to be placed in a medically-induced coma. The situation was dire; there were communal
gatherings of prayer and dozens of people accepted upon themselves all sorts of tikkunim in his merit.

Many of the boy’s friends, as well as numerous young boys of all ages from his neighborhood decided, on their own, to
get together every evening and recite Tehillim on his behalf. It is well-known the power of the Tefillos of the “Tinokos shel
Beis Rabban,” the children’s prayers, and it started out very strong, with dozens of sweet voices rising in unison with
heartfelt prayer. Over the course of the year, the group finished the entire Tehillim multiple times and the children were
very excited each time they heard good news about the patient. Boruch Hashem, all the tefillos, berachos, tikkunim and
zechusim seemed to work as the boy was taken out of the coma to the doctor’s satisfaction, although he still faced a long
road ahead to a complete recovery. After Pesach this year, when the clock changed to Daylight Savings Time and the
weather started getting nicer, it was difficult for all those boys to maintain their steady Tehillim group. They decided to
recite the whole Tehillim one final time and make a Siyum, which they did. However, six of the boys said, “We know how
much he needs our prayers and our help,” and they were willing to continue the group even into the summer.

During Sefirah time, there was a neighborhood baseball game going on and one of the boys in the game was from those
six who accepted upon themselves to continue saying Tehillim. The game was heating up and it seemed it was going to run
late. The boy looked at his watch and realized that his Tehillim group was going to be gathering in just a couple of minutes.
He frowned because he was due to hit next in the order and he really didn’t want to miss his at-bat. The game was close
and his hit could make all the difference. However, the little soldier that he was, he fought his inner urge and told himself
that the right thing to do was to leave right now and not miss the Tehillim - even for a minute! He told his teammates, “I’'m
sorry, I have to go,” and he did just that. He ran all the way to the Shul and said Tehillim with the other five boys.

Afterwards, he came home and told his father what he did. His father told him how proud he was and more importantly,
how proud Hashem was of him, and he said, “I am sure that your act of self-sacrifice accomplished a lot for your friend.”

The following evening, this boy’s father called the father of the boy who was sick to see how he was doing. In the
course of their conversation, he told him about his son’s act of giving up his turn at-bat to say Tehillim, just to let him
know how much everyone cares and how much everyone is pulling for the boy to get better.

There was a long pause on the other line. Finally, the man replied, “It is absolutely amazing! I cannot believe what you
are telling me! You don’t know this but just this very morning we had a major breakthrough with my son’s therapy.” He
relayed how the doctors and therapists finally got his son to walk and they’re very hopeful that he is going to improve.

He then sent a video of the therapy session. It showed the young patient in his hospital clothes holding a baseball bat.
Someone was pitching him a ball. The boy swung the bat and hit the ball, and one of the doctors was saying, “Run to
first!” And he took a couple of steps. Then they said, “Run to second!” And he took a couple of more steps, “Run to third,
run home!” And they all cheered, “You hit a homerun!” This was the therapy that they thought of - playing baseball with

him. Just twelve hours after the other boy had given up his turn at-bat to say Tehillim.
When we hear of people going through difficult times, our immediate reaction is to think of ways in which we could
help them. Hashem says, “I see your efforts; I appreciate all that you’re doipg!” May he have refuah shleimah b’karov.
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Swn: As the city of Bnei Brak expanded considerably after
the second world war, and many elderly and sick survivors
moved in, the local cemetery likewise expanded and the
work of the chevra kadisha (burial society) was constant.
One year, a few days before Yom Tov, a number of
members of the chevra kadisha came to the home of the
great Chazon Ish, R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz z¢’/,
with an unusual request. They wished to know if it was
permitted for them to dig extra graves before Yom Tov, in
order to limit their work and toil on Chol HaMoed.
The Chazon Ish looked at them questioningly and then

said, “You are worried about burying people on Chol
HaMoed? Who says you will even need graves at all over
the course of the Yom Tov?”

The leader of the chevra kadisha replied evenly, “Until
this time, there has never been a holiday in which we didn’t
have to perform a burial. All the digging and effort we do
on Chol HaMoed might be a shaila of ‘Melacha’ and we
just wanted to know if we can do it beforehand.”

The Chazon Ish replied, “This year, you won’t need it.”

Amazingly, that year, not one person passed away over
Yom Tov and Chol HaMoed, just as the Tzaddik said.

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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Chazal tell us that the zekainim, elders of the generation, complained: “The face of Moshe Rabbeinu was like the sun, while
the face of his disciple Yehoshua was like the shine of the moon.” This means that Yehoshua was only a reflection of Moshe’s
greatness, but not his equal. To this complaint, our Sages denote: “Woe is to us for that shame and woe is to us for that
disgrace” - what a shame that the majesty of the next manhig, Yehoshua bin Nun, was that much lower than the majesty of the
rebbi, the great Moshe Rabbeinu. What in reality were our zekainim saying with this expression of disappointment?

My machshava here is as follows: Chazal tell us that Yehoshua merited to be Moshe’s successor due to his devotion to
little things. He would clean up the Beis Medrash every night; he returned every chair and sefer to its original place. To the
elders, it was beneath their dignity to carry out such menial labor. But when they saw Yehoshua succeeding Moshe Rabbeinu,
they became envious of him and said, “Woe to that shame and disgrace” that we claimed was below our dignity but did not
stop Yehoshua from doing what was right. Now we are becoming Yehoshua’s talmidim instead of being the teachers...

It happens all the time. We refuse to get our hands soiled and we delegate the role of “shlepper” for someone else to do. We
become convinced that these jobs are demeaning and beneath our dignity. Only later do we discover that this was the true path
to greatness and we let it slide right past us. Any activity that is Torah related cannot be disgraceful. Just look at the reward
that Yehoshua bin Nun received, and let that serve as an inspiration for all of us. Let us not look at these three weeks before
Tisha B’av as a sad time to “get over with” but rather as a spiritual journey of hope and growth. This way, Tisha B’av will
become a “moed” - a holiday - and we will be zoche to the rebuilding of the Bais HaMikdash, b’mhaira b’yameinu amein!

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
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Hashem commanded Moshe not only to do semicha, but to
bestow some of his majesty (hod) upon him. There were two
mesoros that Moshe transferred to Yehoshua. One is the
tradition of Torah learning, of lomdus. The second mesorah,
the hod, was experiential. One can know the entire Maseches
Shabbos and yet still not know what Shabbos is. To truly
understand what Shabbos s, it is insufficient to merely know
the halachos of Shabbos - one has to spend time in a
Yiddishe home. Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik z¢”l
elaborates on this idea: To contemporary Orthodox Jews the
Torah is revealed in cold thought and logic. However, it has
not merited being revealed in a living “sensory” mode. They
recognize the Torah as an idea, but not as an unmediated
reality that one can taste, see, and feel. I can explain Yom
Kippur to my students. From an intellectual standpoint there

myself underwent on Yom Kippur. The American Jew has no
awareness of the sublime experience of the sanctity of this day.

I want to describe to them the feel of Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur that once existed in Europe, but I can’t! I
would have to bring them to the house where I was raised
and show them how (my zaida) Reb Chaim (Brisker z¢”’])
said viduy on Yom Kippur: "p>18 NN ... gasping for breath,
"YwIN NN ... gasping for breath. In shul, the echo of the
“Amen” that followed the Shehecheyanu blessing after Kol
Nidrei ... 1 cannot impart this - it has to be lived!

Yehoshua not only received the Torah from Moshe
Rabbeinu, but also how to live Yiddishkeit. Yehoshua never
left Moshe’s side: he saw how Moshe davened Mincha, how
he ate, how he bentched, how he accepted Shabbos, how he
said viduy on Erev Yom Kippur. He therefore merited both
mesoros: the mesorah of the mind and the mesorah of the
heart. And although others may have been smarter, only

is much I can transmit. But I cannot pass on the experiences I Yehoshua could transmit Torah to the next generation.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The Gemara (v »wyTp) tells us that the letter vav in the word "ov" is cut in half. The letter vav is known as a “connecting
letter” because it often connects two ideas together. If it is a connecting letter then why is it cut in half - and why in the word
SHALOM, which means peace? The Chasam Sofer z¢”I explains that the vav is divided to created two yuds. The word now
can be read as "5 - “He should make peace!” If a person wants to have shalom, don’t wait for it to happen by itself - go out
and make peace! How often do families get into a dispute that gets passed down from generation to generation? People know
that they don’t speak to THOSE cousins but they don’t even know why! A tiny spark of resentment carries a fire of hatred in its
wake and our job as Yidden, especially during this time of Bein HaMetzarim is to rid our hearts of even the tiniest drop of sinas
chinam. We need to realize that loving other people does NOT mean that you totally agree with them! All Yidden are beloved
to Hashem and we are all different - “Just as no two people look alike, so too, no two people think alike.” 1t’s not a bad thing,
says R’ Leibel Eiger z¢’l, it’s actually a good thing! We need to stop trying to mold others into being what WE think they need
to be, and start accepting and appreciating people for who THEY are! Everyone is a unique and individual Jew and as long as
we are all keeping halacha, we certainly don’t have to be exactly the same. If we would just agree to disagree and appreciate
others even with opposing opinions than our own, we would realize that there is so much to learn from every yid.
Sefer Kisrei Osios writes that "ywp 0Wv" - a partial peace, is better than "m»nn NN’ - a full fight! A person should
make every effort to ensure peace with others, even with people who are difficult and you know that the relationship will never
be perfect! The message of the split vav is that any slight improvement in the area of shalom is a worthwhile endeavor.




