
ktrah hbc kgn h,nj ,t chav ivfv irvt ic rzgkt ic xjbhp
ofu,c h,tbe ,t utbec  - (th 'vf),uct ,ruxnc vfhkvv ,kgnc

   dvuuymb wrugp kgcwc ogv ukafba rjta lht ohtur ubt ,nsuev varpc 'vb
vgav uzc teusu 'vkhexc ukt uchhj,b hf 'ohtyujv ,t gheuvk v"cev hpn van
ujuf ,t vtrvu 'iugna yca ka uthab hrnz tuv 'ogn orunv ahtv van hbpc ghpuv
kuckc ourdk hsfc ovc vhv ,tz kfc 'kkf ohbf uhrcs uhv tka odvu 'trh,vk
v"cev hpn ,uarupn gnaa rjt van ukhpta ohrcsv hbp ughdvu 'kusd auyayu
vghs ,uujku ,udvk u,kufhc vhv tk z"fc 'vkhex ohchhj iuugv vzc ukafba ukta
'wuc ohgdup ohtbe ,hnrt kgucv kfw vfkvv ubnn vnkg,ba (u 'vf) h"arpfu 'usdb
'wtndtc thbe hkyew vhv tk vz hrnz 'vfkvv ubnn vnkg,b obhjk tka htsucu
ihta ohngy i"ec jhfuvk khj,vu 'vru,c ukhj ,t uhbpk vtrv van hbpk utuccu
vrhvcv vfkvvau ',hnrt kgucv vz kkfc tuv ihta jhfuvk jhkmvu 'ruxht oua itf
ohrafvk vae vga v,hv vga v,ut 'uhkg kkf cxun ubht wuc ohgdup ohtbewa
ohrcsv hbp ughdv lf hsf sgu 'vhnus e,,ab van oda o,utrc 'ktrahca
cchx hsfc tk lt /ohtmnb ov vc vkusdv vfucnv ,t o,utrc ohfuc ukhj,va
 /uk hutrv ,t kuyhu xjbp tucha hsf vz vhva 'oa h"ar thcna hpfu ',tz kf v"cev
'ifk osuen vrfaku vumn v,utk hutr xjbp vhv rcfa ohtur ubt h"ar hrcsn    
thcvu 'vrfac u,ufzk raufv ,ga itf vtr ,uchxv ccxnu 'xjbpk uk vsng ,ufz
hutrv ,t v,ufzc kuyhu vagn hshk xjbp tucha hsf 'van hbhgn vfkvv ,nkgv hshk

wudu uc jur rat aht iub ic gauvh ,t lk je van kt wv rnthu
(jh-zf)wuc jur rat ahtw ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc - 

   z odrhwwwwxxxxuuuukkkkeeeebbbbuuuuttttwwwwc ;hxuvu '"vhc vtucb jur hs rcd" 'wwwwkkkktttthhhhzzzzuuuugggg    iiiicccc    iiii,,,,bbbbuuuuhhhh    oooouuuuddddrrrr,,,,wwww'
 okut /"hukg thra wv ose in vtucb jurs rcd"hhhh""""aaaarrrrcccch"arc wg) ,kta ratf" 'arhp 

hpk sjtu sjt kf kcux tvha dhvbn ovhkg vbn ',ujurv heukt wv suephw 'z"y khgk
cu /"sjtu sjt kf ka (u,gs) ujur sdbf lukvk kfuha '(wu,gswwwwttttrrrrzzzzgggg    iiiiccccttttwwww'rthc 

wg] uckc ruchdk) "wahtk ,hhvu ',ezjuw unf ogyv er 'jur uc ah hj aht kf tkvu"
'[wufu ohabt ogyu v"s wc d"h rcsnc} {iuug taub v"s ahr wz s"k oa} wtrzg ictw
uh,ughdbu grv urmh ,t acufu 'hutrv hpk ovc an,anu uapb ,ujuf kg lkunv
vnkak lknv sus vuuhma '(,czufv u,gsc caj,nu ogv iunvn trh ubhtu ',uhahtv
ktrah og kg luknk kfuha hsf ',udhvbnvu vfuknv ,t ubnn ,ark sng ratf ubc
,czufv ogv iunv ,gsc ,ucaj,vu ,uhaht ,ughdb kf tkk hutrv hpk udhvbvku
hp ,t h,rcg hf 'h,tyjw thcbv ktunak urnutc lknv kuta vsuu,va unf tksu)
,buuf z"pku '([s"f u"y 'wt ktuna] wokuec gnatu ogv ,t h,trh hf 'lhrcs ,tu wv
luknk uk raptha uckc vrucd jur kt thv wuc jur rat (uckc ruchd) ahtw ohkhnv

/ogv iunv ,gsc ,ucaj,vu ,uhaht ,ughdb kf tkk hutrv hpk udhvbvku ogv kg

/vagbv kfk hutra sg xjbpk uk snga oumgv ,ufzv uvn ,gsk ubhkg kyunu /uk
,t xjhhk ubhbpka trenc cua rzjk iufbk vru,v v,tr ogyv vzka raptu     

 'uh,uct rjt xjbpwwwwiiiivvvvffffvvvv    iiiirrrrvvvvtttt    iiiicccc    rrrrzzzzggggkkkktttt    iiiicccc    xxxxjjjjbbbbppppwwww,nsuev varpca ;t kgu 
ubk ,ukdk hsf cu,fv ovhkg rzj ,tz kfc 'uxujh kf rhfzv rcf (z 'vf khgk)
,urhvcu vrfv hshk uthcv rat rcsv ,chx hvnu 'u,umnk orda u,ufz hvn
hfrsc ,unhn,c u,fhkv ,chxc vz vhv hf 'auyayu kuckc ka vga v,utc
vz hf 'irvt ubheznu rzgkt uhctn kchea vnn tuva kf zhz ,ubak hkcn ',uct
'ovhkg ofj,n ubhtu 'kzrc heuj uhbpk vnvu 'uhkdrk rb ov uh,uct hfrsa ostv
hf ',ubuanu ,ubua ,urcxc u,gs ayayku vkucj,c tuck t"t ostv vzk

 ,hcc ruxt vhva vn hf gsuh ostv vz 'kkf trcxc kyun rcsv iht vhshskuhct
 hbhgc sutn chcj uh,uct ,ruxnc ehzjnv ostv vzu !okugk ruxt ubhviuhfu 'v"cev

rcsv vza ccxk aehc f"g 'kkfv vzc ohehzjnv uktn tuv xjbpa v"cev gsha
/uk hutrv urfac v,ufzc vfzhu 'vagn hshk xjbp ,t thc, tpud

 - wxjbp trhuw (z 'vf) cu,fv rntn kg khgk h"ar thcva vn vzu   vvvvaaaaggggnnnn    vvvvttttrrrrwwww
wwwwvvvvffffkkkkvvvv    rrrrffffzzzzbbbbuuuuhf 'rtav ihck xjbp ihca hubhav uvn ubhbzt ,t rcak iuuhf lfc /

kf lt 'hrnz ka u,gs ,uuj gna uhjt rtafu 'vagn ,gac jfub vhv xjbp od
ka ubhs uvn rfzb vhp kgu wvagn vtrw tuv 'tnhb tuknf uhkt gdb tk ,tz
er 'vaga vn ,uagk iufbk hrnz vtr vnku vn kg u,ut ihhbg tk kkf 'wvaugwv
kga 'van hpn irvtu 'irvt uhct hpn kchea rzgkt uhctn kche lfa 'gsh ,tz
,t rhvcvu ou,c lkva vz tuvu 'wv htben h"g crjc reshvk ohhutr tyjv vz

 lfw vank urntc 'ohrcsvllllnnnnnnnn    hhhhbbbbkkkkccccuuuueeeennnn/wuc ohgdup ohtbe ,hnrt kgucv 
heukt wv suephw ,"havk urnutc ubhcr van aehc vzf aht kga ';hxuvk ahu     
heuktw itf urnut ,buuf ihcvk ah hrva 'wvsgv kg aht rac kfk ,ujurv
thva ukt ohkhn ,buufc arpk aha vn osevc cahhk ahu 'wrac kfk ,ujurv
hrnujv ubumr kg wukfau u,nabw-ujur ,t yhkana ostc ifua oheukta vn kt
,bhfa ,travk u,ut ,rafnv lrsc dvb,vk u,kufhc vz hsh kgu hracu
hsf ,tza 'wrac kfk ,ujurv heuktw itf rnt gusn icun z"pku 'uhkg oheukt
tuva ost tuva 'ktrah ,sg kg luknk rjchha vmura ostv dux ,t rt,k
hsh kgu hracu hrnujv ubumr kg wukfau u,nabw-ujur ,t yhkan rat uckc ruchd
kfuh lfca 'uhkg oheukt ,bhfa ,travk u,ut ,rafnv lrsc dvb,n tuv vz
,gsc ,ucaj,vu ,uhaht ,ughdb kf tkk hutrv hpk udhvbvku ogv kg luknk

/wvsgv kg (rtc,bfu 'uckc ruchd-) ahtwv ,uhvk tuv hutru 'ogv iunv
     arhp z"pkuoooo""""hhhhcccckkkknnnnvvvv,fknu 'jet (ogcrh) l,utu" '(zk-th wt ohfkn) cu,fv ,t 

luknk kufh ubht tkv 'ihcvk aha '"ktrah kg lkn ,hhvu 'lapb vuut, rat kfc
i,hba vsuvh yca kg od luknk vuut,n uapb hrva 'uapb vuut, rat kfc
orya 'vfuknv kt htb, uk rnt"a 'thv cu,fv ,buuf tkt 'uhkg luknk ogcjrk
an,avku uapb ,ujuf kg luknk uhkg 'wktrah kg lkn ,hhvuw 'ogv kg luknh
hkan) cu,fv ,buufc kkfb od vzu /",hnvcv uapb ,uut, kgu 'hutrv hpk ovng

/(ohrjt kg) "ufuknh (,hnvcv oapb ,uut,u oapb ,ujuf kg) ohfkn hc" '(uy-j

R’ Yosef Patzanovsky zt”l (Pardes Yosef Hachadash) would say:

       “wokug ,bvf ,hrc uhrjt ugrzku uk v,hvuw - According to some, Pinchos became a Kohen only after he killed Zimri, while

others hold that at the time he was an ordinary Kohen and afterwards he was awarded Kehunah Gedolah (See Zevachim

111b). The Rambam rules (Hil Tefilah 15:3) that a Kohen who kills someone, even unintentionally, is disqualified to give

the Priestly Blessing (and may not perform the avodah in the Bais HaMikdash, see Tosfos Yom Tov, Bechoros 7:7). If so,

according to the opinion that he was already a Kohen, how was Pinchos permitted to be Kohen Gadol? We may answer

based on the Zohar (217a), that when Pinchos killed Zimri, his soul departed and Hashem revived him by placing the souls

of Nadav and Avihu in him. Thus, when he became a Kohen Gadol he was a new person and the fact that in a previous

lifetime he had been a Kohen and had killed someone did not have any bearing on his current status.”
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Rizhiner Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman zt”l (Tiferes Yisroel) would say:

     “  vkug ouhk ohba wvk uchre, rat vatv vzwshn,w  - Two thoughts must remain with a person every

second of the day:  hsdbk wv h,huawshn,w  - ‘I have set Hashem before me always.’ and hsdbk h,tyjuw
shn,w  - ‘My sin is before me always.’ This is the daily ‘sacrifice’ of a Jew.”

A Wise Man would say: 

     “A good friend is a person who listens attentively while you say nothing.”                         
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk nply : The parsha of the Moadim (holidays) falls out every

single year during the Yimei HaMetzarim, the Three Weeks

of aveilus for the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash. The

Seforim tell us that the significance of this is rooted in the

fact that there are 21 days of Yamim Tovim throughout the 

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (84)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Chessed and Tzedaka.
Last week we concluded with the basic rule that if one is

learning Torah and a chessed situation comes to him, his course
of action depends on the following: If it can be taken care of
satisfactorily by someone else who is not learning, one should

not stop his learning, but rather allow the other person to do it. If
he is specifically needed, he should stop his learning and do the
mitzvah. So, if while one is learning, another person comes and

asks for tzedaka, or a guest arrives and needs help settling in, or
someone needs the chessed of a car ride and the one learning is
needed, he should stop learning and do the chessed. 

Tzedaka Interruption During Learning. Even though one
must stop his learning to give tzedaka, there are circumstances
where this does not apply. For example, if a person is constantly

being asked for tzedaka, time and time again, as many of our
"og hchsb" are, it can literally ruin the time he has for learning (and
family time). In such a case, a person is entitled to limit the times

he is available for tzedaka requests. The proper way to do this is
to post signs on his door, or publicize when and where he can be
seen. This way, the people collecting money know when he is

available and don’t have to waste his time or their time waiting.
Minimizing Bitul Torah. It is inferred from Sefer Chasidim (1),
written by Rav Yehudah HaChassid one of the Ba’alei Tosfos,

 

    

year, opposite the 21 days of mourning during the Three

Weeks. In other words, these days may be sad, but it doesn’t

have to take over a Jew’s perspective. If he serves Hashem

with simcha, like he must, then these days will see no evil in

the future and the joy Moshiach brings will soon be upon us. 

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

that even when one does the mitzvah, he should try to talk or

think in learning while going to and doing the mitzvah, so as to
minimize the interruption of his Torah learning. 
Going Out to Look for Chessed. The obligation to stop learning

if one is needed for chessed is only if the chessed situation came
to him already. In that case, he should do the chessed, however,
he does not have to stop learning in order to go out and look for

chessed opportunities. This is similar to the famous words of the
Chelkas Mechokek (2) who writes that the Talmudic rule that
one should stop learning Torah for “Hachnossas Kallah”

(money for a bride’s expenses) is only if he happens to see the
wedding ceremony (or needs to be there socially). He does not
have to go out of his way especially to be there. The Chofetz

Chaim zt”l in Ahavas Chessed (3) writes that this refers to going
out on an ongoing basis. However, it is proper from time to time,
even for a masmid to take off some time from his learning to go

find what chessed is needed and become a helper.
Learning with a Chavrusa. From the simple reading of the
halacha it sounds like that even if one is learning with a chavrusa

(study partner), he should stop learning when needed to do
chessed, even if this will cause the chavrusa to also stop learning.
This applies to just the two chavrusos, however, if the interruption

concerns a "ohcr ka vru, kuyhc" (public loss of learning), then the
halacha is different. We will IY’H discuss it next week.



    The Gemara (:ux ihause) tells us that the letter vav in the word "ouka" is cut in half. The letter vav is known as a “connecting
letter” because it often connects two ideas together. If it is a connecting letter then why is it cut in half - and why in the word
SHALOM, which means peace? The Chasam Sofer zt”l explains that the vav is divided to created two yuds. The word now
can be read as "ohkah" - “He should make peace!” If a person wants to have shalom, don’t wait for it to happen by itself - go out
and make peace! How often do families get into a dispute that gets passed down from generation to generation? People know
that they don’t speak to THOSE cousins but they don’t even know why! A tiny spark of resentment carries a fire of hatred in its
wake and our job as Yidden, especially during this time of Bein HaMetzarim is to  rid our hearts of even the tiniest drop of sinas
chinam. We need to realize that loving other people does NOT mean that you totally agree with them! All Yidden are beloved
to Hashem and we are all  different - “Just as no two people look alike, so too, no two people think alike.” It’s not a bad thing,
says R’ Leibel Eiger zt”l, it’s actually a good thing! We need to stop trying to mold others into being what WE think they need
to be,  and start accepting and appreciating people for who THEY are! Everyone is a unique and individual Jew and as long as
we are all keeping halacha, we certainly don’t have to be exactly the same. If we would just agree to disagree and appreciate
others even with opposing opinions than our own, we would realize that there is so much to learn from every yid. 
     Sefer Kisrei Osios writes that "guye ouka" - a partial peace, is better than "vnhn, ,eukjn" - a full fight! A person should
make every effort to ensure peace with others, even with people who are difficult and you know that the relationship will never
be perfect! The message of the split vav is that any slight improvement in the  area of shalom is a worthwhile endeavor.
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     Chazal tell us that the zekainim, elders of the generation, complained: “The face of Moshe Rabbeinu was like the sun, while
the face of his disciple Yehoshua was like the shine of the moon.” This means that Yehoshua was only a reflection of Moshe’s
greatness, but not his equal. To this complaint, our Sages denote: “Woe is to us for that shame and woe is to us for that
disgrace” - what a shame that the majesty of the next manhig, Yehoshua bin Nun, was that much lower than the majesty of the
rebbi, the great Moshe Rabbeinu. What in reality were our zekainim saying with this expression of disappointment?
     My machshava here is as follows: Chazal tell us that Yehoshua merited to be Moshe’s successor due to his devotion to
little things. He would clean up the Beis Medrash every night; he returned every chair and sefer to its original place. To the
elders, it was beneath their dignity to carry out such menial labor. But when they saw Yehoshua succeeding Moshe Rabbeinu,
they became envious of him and said, “Woe to that shame and disgrace” that we claimed was below our dignity but did not
stop Yehoshua from doing what was right. Now we are becoming Yehoshua’s talmidim instead of being the teachers...
    It happens all the time. We refuse to get our hands soiled and we delegate the role of “shlepper” for someone else to do. We
become convinced that these jobs are demeaning and beneath our dignity. Only later do we discover that this was the true path
to greatness and we let it slide right past us. Any activity that is Torah related cannot be disgraceful. Just look at the reward
that Yehoshua bin Nun received, and let that serve as an inspiration for all of us. Let us not look at these three weeks before
Tisha B’av as a sad time to “get over with” but rather as a spiritual journey of hope and growth. This way, Tisha B’av will
become a “moed” - a holiday - and we will be zoche to the rebuilding of the Bais HaMikdash, b’mhaira b’yameinu amein!

 /// ouka h,hrc ,t uk i,b hbbv rnt ifk(ch-vf)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 wudu iub ic gauvhu vbph ic ckf ot hf /// ivfv irvtu van hsuepn aht vhv tk vktcu(vx'sx-uf)
      This story is quite recent; it only occurred a few months ago. It is about a boy who was diagnosed with the dreaded
disease not too long ago r”l, and was undergoing treatment. With Heavenly assistance, about a year ago, he was found to
be in remission and the family was hopeful that he will merit a full recovery very soon. Unfortunately, during the past
year, the boy experienced a severe blood clot which had the potential to cause major complications and his doctors felt it
was necessary for the boy to be placed in a medically-induced coma. The situation was dire; there were communal
gatherings of prayer and dozens of people accepted upon themselves all sorts of tikkunim in his merit. 
      Many of the boy’s friends, as well as numerous young boys of all ages from his neighborhood decided, on their own, to
get together every evening and recite Tehillim on his behalf. It is well-known the power of the Tefillos of the “Tinokos shel
Beis Rabban,” the children’s prayers, and it started out very strong, with dozens of sweet voices rising in unison with
heartfelt prayer. Over the course of the year, the group finished the entire Tehillim multiple times and the children were
very excited each time they heard good news about the patient. Boruch Hashem, all the tefillos, berachos, tikkunim and
zechusim seemed to work as the boy was taken out of the coma to the doctor’s satisfaction, although he still faced a long
road ahead to a complete recovery. After Pesach this year, when the clock changed to Daylight Savings Time and the
weather started getting nicer, it was difficult for all those boys to maintain their steady Tehillim group. They decided to
recite the whole Tehillim one final time and make a Siyum, which they did. However, six of the boys said, “We know how
much he needs our prayers and our help,” and they were willing to continue the group even into the summer.
     During Sefirah time, there was a neighborhood baseball game going on and one of the boys in the game was from those
six who accepted upon themselves to continue saying Tehillim. The game was heating up and it seemed it was going to run
late. The boy looked at his watch and realized that his Tehillim group was going to be gathering in just a couple of minutes.
He frowned because he was due to hit next in the order and he really didn’t want to miss his at-bat. The game was close
and his hit could make all the difference. However, the little soldier that he was, he fought his inner urge and told himself
that the right thing to do was to leave right now and not miss the Tehillim - even for a minute! He told his teammates, “I’m
sorry, I have to go,” and he did just that. He ran all the way to the Shul and said Tehillim with the other five boys. 
     Afterwards, he came home and told his father what he did. His father told him how proud he was and more importantly,
how proud Hashem was of him, and he said, “I am sure that your act of self-sacrifice accomplished a lot for your friend.” 
     The following evening, this boy’s father called the father of the boy who was sick to see how he was doing. In the
course of their conversation, he told him about his son’s act of giving up his turn at-bat to say Tehillim, just to let him
know how much everyone cares and how much everyone is pulling for the boy to get better.
     There was a long pause on the other line. Finally, the man replied, “It is absolutely amazing! I cannot believe what you
are telling me! You don’t know this but just this very morning we had a major breakthrough with my son’s therapy.” He
relayed how the doctors and therapists finally got his son to walk and they’re very hopeful that he is going to improve.
     He then sent a video of the therapy session. It showed the young patient in his hospital clothes holding a baseball bat.
Someone was pitching him a ball. The boy swung the bat and hit the ball, and one of the doctors was saying, “Run to
first!” And he took a couple of steps. Then they said, “Run to second!” And he took a couple of more steps, “Run to third,
run home!” And they all cheered, “You hit a homerun!” This was the therapy that they thought of - playing baseball with
him. Just twelve hours after the other boy had given up his turn at-bat to say Tehillim. 
    When we hear of people going through difficult times, our immediate reaction is to think of ways in which we could
help them. Hashem says, “I see your efforts; I appreciate all that you’re doing!” May he have refuah shleimah b’karov.        

       ugnah ignk uhkg lsuvn v,,bu
 wudu ktrah hbc ,sg kf(f-zf)          

 /// van shc wv rcs ratf uvumhu uhkg uhsh ,t lnxhu(df-zf)
    Hashem commanded Moshe not only to do semicha, but to
bestow some of his majesty (hod) upon him. There were two
mesoros that Moshe transferred to Yehoshua. One is the
tradition of Torah learning, of lomdus. The second mesorah,
the hod, was experiential. One can know the entire Maseches
Shabbos and yet still not know what Shabbos is. To truly
understand what Shabbos is, it is insufficient to merely know
the halachos of Shabbos - one has to spend time in a
Yiddishe home. Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik zt”l

elaborates on this idea: To contemporary Orthodox Jews the
Torah is revealed in cold thought and logic. However, it has
not merited being revealed in a living “sensory” mode. They
recognize the Torah as an idea, but not as an unmediated
reality that one can taste, see, and feel. I can explain Yom
Kippur to my students. From an intellectual standpoint there
is much I can transmit. But I cannot pass on the experiences I
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myself underwent on Yom Kippur. The American Jew has no
awareness of the sublime experience of the sanctity of this day.
     I want to describe to them the feel of Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur that once existed in Europe, but I can’t! I
would have to bring them to the house where I was raised
and show them how (my zaida) Reb Chaim (Brisker zt”l)
said viduy on Yom Kippur: "ehsm v,tu" ... gasping for breath,
"ubgarv ubjbtu" ... gasping for breath. In shul, the echo of the
“Amen” that followed the Shehecheyanu blessing after Kol
Nidrei ... I cannot impart this - it has to be lived!
    Yehoshua not only received the Torah from Moshe
Rabbeinu, but also how to live Yiddishkeit. Yehoshua never
left Moshe’s side: he saw how Moshe davened Mincha, how
he ate, how he bentched, how he accepted Shabbos, how he
said viduy on Erev Yom Kippur. He therefore merited both
mesoros: the mesorah of the mind and the mesorah of the
heart. And although others may have been smarter, only
Yehoshua could transmit Torah to the next generation.      

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: As the city of Bnei Brak expanded considerably after
the second world war, and many elderly and sick survivors
moved in, the local cemetery likewise expanded and the
work of the chevra kadisha (burial society) was constant.   
     One year, a few days before Yom Tov, a number of
members of the chevra kadisha came to the home of the
great Chazon Ish, R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz zt”l,
with an unusual request. They wished to know if it was
permitted for them to dig extra graves before Yom Tov, in
order to limit their work and toil on Chol HaMoed.
     The Chazon Ish looked at them questioningly and then

said, “You are worried about burying people on Chol
HaMoed? Who says you will even need graves at all over
the course of the Yom Tov?”
     The leader of the chevra kadisha replied evenly, “Until
this time, there has never been a holiday in which we didn’t
have to perform a burial. All the digging and effort we do
on Chol HaMoed might be a shaila of ‘Melacha’ and we
just wanted to know if we can do it beforehand.”
     The Chazon Ish replied, “This year, you won’t need it.”
     Amazingly, that year, not one person passed away over
Yom Tov and Chol HaMoed, just as the Tzaddik said. 


