
     g',uhbjurc iurxj kg vrun jur rmue hf rxunv lrs kg arpk h,ca
,gsk uhkg hf ',hbjurv u,sucg ekjc rxjnu rmena hn kg ubk znru
rcsv /vae vsucg ufrsc uk ih,nh sugu oukf jhurh tk rcs ka upuxca
ohsury ohabtv in vcrv 'ouh kfca rjav ,kp,c r,uhc tyc,n vzv
grv rmhv uk tmun itfu 'o,hc hbck ;ry thcvk vxbrpv exgc ohgdhu
rmeha hsh kg ,ues vnf jhurvk cuajha ostv ,t ,ugyvk cjrb rf
vkusd vnf lt 'wsfu ufrcu ahse shxpvk ut 'oanu vpn vkp,v in ,me
lrg ksud ubhch tku ugsh tk rat ohabtv ukt kf ka o,ugy thv

/ovhexgc khj ,uagk jf ovk ah vsh kg eru lta 'vkp,v
juuhr vzht ostv jhurha ,tzf ,uthmn if,h, tka rcsc epx iht     
uk vtrb ot ukhptu 'ws ,sucgc urumhe hsh kg hnad  juuhr ukhpt tuva kf
rumek vfz vkp,v iucaj kg vtca ,tz u,uks,avk ,usuta u,gak
vzht uk ordh rcs ka upuxca rurcu yuap ouen kfn 'ohtb ohjuur
rjt ihbgc uhkt ghdn vhv v,g uk ghdva vz juuhr oda ut 'rjt sxpv
kuzkzv hsh kg jhuurvk ,tzf ,uthmn iht hf 'ohhkpf hkpfc od hkutu

/okugv vhvu rnta hnc vyuc kuzkz tuv omgca vkp,v ,sucgc

      vhnan trnt,n g"hz ckxrcn injb wr e"vrvsohguy okugva 
kf tkva ,nt ubht vz hf 'o,xbrp lrumk ohscug ova ohcauja vnc
ka u,uks,av ,shnc kkf huk, ubhtu 'tuv ohnav in ostv ,xbrp
obht uh,ubuzn lrumk ostk uk aha vghdhvu vsucgv kfa tkt 'ostv

/ohnan er tuv vxbrpv gpau 'uh,ubuug khcac tkt
hexgc ohsury obht zta asue ,cac ,ujpv kfk kdr,vk hutrv inu     
zfr,vk cauhnu hubp sjt kf ka uatr 'oheuxhgv rta kfu vxbrpv
b"fvhck tuck g"t ostv ohseha cuy vn if otu 'vkp,v ,sucgc

'vkp,v osue ohh,gaf rjt vkhn vbuufcu ,ubh,nc kkp,vk khj,hu
oua iht reucc ,unseunv ,uga i,utc hrv 'apbv ,ufp,avc vkhn
,jt vkp, ,ujpv kfk ost ick uk vhvh tka vnk ',usryu ,ugrpv
,uhvk ubumra ukuf kkfv kg vtrn tuv vzc hrv ',unhkav thac gucac
ohsnuga ov uh,usryu inzv hgdpa tkt 'ohnhv kfc w,h uhkt cure
;xfbu eeu,anu asue at ubhv ucreca ,hnhbpv vsuebv ift 'uhrfugc
/u,ause uhzn dbg,vku vkhku onuh wv ,hcc ,cak vfzha ,gv tuch h,n
/int vkgnk oaur vaug ubh,kp, vhvhau ohrah hfrsc lkhk vfzba r"vhu

k   , cwohruyv kgcwjka ,usp 'ohtkn wcu 'rxj ihs 'vruxnc wd-,sp" '
,usp vhv tk vz hf '(wz 'k"e oa) ,usp ung vcrvu '(wy 't"he ohkv,) ungk
jka ,usp uvzu 'oka vhv ohrmnn utmhaf kct 'curgv hbpn tkt oka

 kct /"vnhka vkutd vhvhu ',usp ung vcrv 'f"d sh,gku 'ungka"rvnv
g"hz tzkgcnubhhvu ,hkkfv ,ukdv tuv iuatrv ',uhukd hbhn wd ahs" 'arhp 

ubhhvu ',hyrp ,ukd tuv hbavu 'okugv ,unut ,j, ,ukdc h"bc ratf
'apbv ,ukd tuv hahkavu 'urhcj ,j, ,ukdc tuv ktrah aht ratf
'ohgarv hcdk t,htsfu 'grv urmh ,j, ,ukdc tuv ostv ratf ubhhvu
kcb rntw 'rntbu 'wuckc uag rnthuw a"nfu '(hrnujv) ock ,uarc" ova
'(wh s"k r"c) "wuckc inv rnthuw 'rntbu 'wuckc ogcrh rnthuw 'rntbu 'wuckc
o,hhyba 'ubhhvu) '"iypua (hrnujv) grv rmh"a '(:t"x ,ufrc) t,ht ifu

/(uagh rat vagnv ,t okhcac ,rrcnu ,ypua ,uhrnujv rjt
vbht ,hkkfv ,ukdva 'ubhhvs 'urhcjn vae tuv ,uhukdvn t"f vbvu     
lh,jt rc ht" '(/j"h tnuh) trndc t,htsfu ,hyrpv ,ukdv unf f"f vae
h"arpu '";hkj, tk vhne teuac 'hzj '(h"ar) wlknv ryuaw-huv tkhhs
lraugc tuv hec 'vkhj,n lrhfn vhva lu,n-;hkj, tk vhne teuac"

usru" euxpv kg h"arp ifu /"iunn lnn ,ucdk vkhkg tumnk 'lhagncu
'ofcu ofn tkt ohtbua shngn hbhta" '(z"h u"f 'trehu) "ofhtbua ofc
vn tkt ohaecn obht 'ktrah kg ohsnug okugv ,unuta vgaca
'wudu ose hbcu ekngu ihsn vkgu 'ktrah grz ot vhvuw 'rntba 'hukdca
ofn ofhkg shngta vgac kct 'w.rtv kuch ,t u,hjahu 'ovhkg ubjhu
ukft ratuw 'rnut tuv ifu 'ofka ,uhbunynv rjt ohapjn ov 'ofcu
/ikufca vaev apbv ,ukd kct '"wudu uyhapv ovhkgn orugu 'hng rta

    hng ihc ,sp h,nauw-rxj ubh,arpc vc,fbv iuatrv w,spwv vbvu
thva 'okugv ,unut ,j, tuva ,hkkfv ,ukdv sdbf tuv 'wlng ihcu
vhbav w,uspwvu 'vtknu vkusd ,uspk ,eezb vbhtu 'ikufca vkev
sdbf tuv 'wungk jka ,uspw-tkn (t"he erp) ohkhv, rpxc vc,fbv
'rtc,bfu ,hkkfv ,ukdvn r,uh vaev ung ,j, tuva ,hyrpv ,ukdv
rpxc vc,fbv ,hahkav w,uspwv kct 'vtknu vkusd ,uspk ,eezbv
thv 'w,usp ung vcrvuw-huchr ka iuakv ogu tkn (k"e erp) ohkhv,
'ikufca vaev thva unmg ,j,-og tuva apbv ka ,ukdv sdbf

/"r,uhc vtknu vkusd ,uspk ,eezbu
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R’ Yechezkel Halevi Landau ZT”L (Noda B’Yehudah) would say:

   “Moshe told Hashem, ‘Bnei Yisroel are not listening to me so how will Pharaoh listen to me?’ Chazal tell us that this

is one of ten rnuju ke (discerning a more obvious lesson from a less obvious lesson) in the Torah. But what’s the logic?

Bnei Yisroel did not listen to Moshe due to the strain and pressure of the backbreaking labor; this has nothing to do with

why Pharaoh will not listen! The answer is that the people refused to believe in Moshe - Hashem’s chosen messenger -

because the decreed 400 years of slavery had not yet concluded. Thus, believing in redemption was pointless in their

minds. Pharaoh, too, knew of the decree and thus was confident that Moshe’s talk was just rhetoric. They did not know

that the 400 years was rolled into 210 years. Thus, Moshe said if the people will not listen, surely Pharaoh will not either.”
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: Hashem told Moshe, “I am Hashem” - I am the One

you should trust, for I will never let you down. The Avos -

Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov - were not quitters. They

recognized the greatness of Hashem and they believed in

him. Although they might not have lived to witness the return 
               
  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (39)

Middos Tovos - Good Character Traits. We continue with

character traits that can help or hinder one’s parnassa.

Rejoicing at Another’s Misfortune.  Rav Yehuda HaChasid,

one of the Baalei Tosfos, writes in his Sefer Chasidim (1) that if

one rejoices at the misfortune of another person, he brings

poverty upon himself. This is a big challenge when it comes to

business competitors. If someone has a setback, it is so easy for

his rival to rejoice at his competitor’s misfortune, and thereby

stumble. One has to work on himself, with Mussar and self

coaching, to bring out true Emunah and Ahavas Yisroel to know

that his parnassa is given to him by Hashem and nothing will be

gained by enjoying another person’s loss.

Where One Lives. The Torah states: orct ,t lkuvv yukk odu"
"ohkvtu recu itm vhv - “Also Lot who went with Avram had

sheep, cattle and tents.” (2) Rashi explains the posuk to mean that

Lot became rich by living in close proximity to Avraham Avinu.

Later, in the next perek, the Torah states: /// uafr ,tu yuk ,t ujehu"
"ousxc cah tuvu - “They captured Lot and his possessions .... and

he was residing in Sodom.” (3) Rashi there explains that the

posuk teaches us that living near the wicked people of Sodom

of their descendants to the Holy Land, they nevertheless

never stopped believing that it would happen. Hashem was

a bit disappointed in Moshe’s initial reaction to his mission

to take the Jews out of Egypt. “I am Hashem,” He said. “If

the Avos never stopped believing in Me, why should you?”   

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

caused Lot’s money to be taken away. We see from here how

where one lives can determine one’s parnassa. The Zohar talks

about Rav Chisda who was poor when he lived near bad people,

and became rich when he moved away to live amongst Tzadikim

(4). Rabbeinu Bachya (5) assumes this to be true for everyone. 

Taking Tzedakah Improperly. The Mishna (6) states that if one

is not entitled to take charity money, but takes it anyway, he will

at some point in his life actually need to come onto charity

money. Poverty will come his way for taking charity when he

shouldn’t have. In fact, this is not just a bad vdvbv (behavior) but

the actual halacha as quoted in Shulchan Aruch (7).

Not Taking Tzedakah. The Mishna there, as well as the

Halacha, continue and say that one who is truly poor and entitled

to take Tzedakah money but does not, so as not to burden the

public, will merit having enough money to eventually help

support others. The Rav Bartenura (8) explains that the Mishna

is not referring to one who cannot manage at all and deprives

himself and his family from food and basic necessities. Such a

person should do what he must and accept from charity. Rather,

the Mishna is talking about one who can manage with a little

strain and effort and thus does not really have to take.

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT”L of Ger (Sefas Emes) would say:

     “The Torah tells us: ‘Bnei Yisroel did not listen to Moshe because of shortness of breath and hard labor.’ Moshe,

however, thought that they did not listen because of his speech impediment (oh,pa krg). The humility of Moshe was

such that he thought he was to blame for them not listening. Thus, he thought, ‘If they won’t listen, why should Pharaoh?’”

A Wise Man would say:

     “There is nothing like the razor sharp tongue of a good friend to cut through the lies we tell ourselves.”
d"avpz - zah e"k hiivx`i - d"r xi`n ilztp mely 'x za rbiit dclid p"irl     
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    ............    ddddyyyynnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeellll    ccccllllzzzzeeee    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀llll    eeeellll    eeeezzzzcccccccc    ccccaaaakkkkeeeeiiii    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmxxxxnnnnrrrr    ggggwwwwiiiieeee((((kkkk----eeee))))
     R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”L points out that this introduction to the parents of Moshe and Aharon should have been in
last weeks parsha when the birth of these two brothers took place. Over there, however, the Torah simply says, “A man from

the house of Levi went out and took a daughter of Levi.” The Torah does not give us any information as to who these people
were! Only now, when Moshe and Aharon are fully grown and about to embark on their special mission to free the Jewish
nation from the bondage of Egypt, are we formally introduced to Amram and Yocheved. R’ Moshe explains that Amram
and Yocheved became well known for their great role as parents of the leaders of Klal Yisroel. When Moshe was born, there
were tremendous signs of greatness, i.e. the house was filled with light and he was already circumcised. But it was only

potential. Raw potential. It was not yet something to be proud of. Later, though, when Moshe and Aharon actualized this
potential and became great, now it is proper to identify the proud parents who brought these great leaders into the world. 
    R’ Yissachar Frand Shlit’a adds that when Moshe was born he was described as, "cuy" - Good, the same word used in

the Torah’s description of the early stages of creation when the world was in a state of raw potential: "cuy hf ohekt trhu". By
the sixth day of creation, the world is described as "stn cuy" - it was Very Good. Similarly, once Moshe utilized his great
potential to its fullest, he is then described in the Torah as "stn ubg van ahtvu" - And Moshe was Very humble. Raw

potential is a great gift to have, but only one who uses it to become "stn cuy" is very beloved and praised by Hashem.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ''''dddd    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiillll`̀̀̀    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    ddddyyyynnnn    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    xxxxaaaacccciiiieeee((((aaaa----eeee))))llll""""kkkkrrrr    iiiippppttttllll    mmmmiiiikkkkllllddddzzzznnnnllll    aaaaeeeehhhh    xxxxkkkkyyyy    mmmmllllyyyyllll    oooonnnn`̀̀̀pppp    iiii""""yyyyxxxxtttt    ----    
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    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ̀̀̀̀ iiiidddd    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    rrrraaaavvvv`̀̀̀    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiinnnnhhhhxxxxggggdddd    eeeexxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee((((eeeehhhh----gggg))))
    A young lady, fresh out of seminary, was traveling to Eretz Yisroel to visit friends and relatives in Jerusalem. She

needed a break after the past few hectic and unsettling weeks. After her year in Israel, she had gone “into shidduchim” with a

positive outlook and a quiet confidence that Hashem would find her just the right Torah-minded boy, with marriage, a family

and a fulfilling life all ahead of her in the near future. Unfortunately, it didn’t seem to be working out this way. None of the

proposals that her parent’s were receiving came even remotely close to what she was looking for and those boys she had gone

out with fell far short of her expectations. At first, she took it all in stride, but soon her resolve began to crumble. Her parents

were positively in panic mode! They needed a shidduch for their daughter and they needed it fast!

     Many proposals came and went but the last incident was devastating. A yeshivah bochur from out of town was proposed

to her and it all seemed so promising. He was kind, learned and serious. She heard great things about him. She actually

began to get excited about it and she davened with all her might that this should be the one. However, after a few weeks, a

negative response came back from the boy’s side - with no clear-cut explanation. Why? What was wrong with her? She

cried and hurt so bad inside. Her friends told her she needed a break, and she decided to take a short vacation to Israel.

     Sitting on the plane, absorbed in her thoughts, a stewardess came over and served her a pre-ordered kosher meal. She

wasn’t very hungry and the meal just sat in front of her. A few minutes later, she overheard a conversation between the

same flight attendant and a yeshivah bochur who was sitting a few rows behind her. Apparently, he had ordered a kosher

meal but for some unexplained - but all-too-common - reason, his name was not on the list. Sorry, the stewardess told him,

we do not have any extra special meals for you, and seemingly, that was that.

     Minutes later, as the stewardess made her way past the girl’s seat, she motioned to her. “Hi. I have a meal here that I am

not eating. Perhaps you can give it to the person who didn’t get a kosher meal?” The flight attendant was happy to bring the

portion over to the boy and he gratefully asked who had given away their portion. The stewardess pointed to the girl’s seat.

     Feeling a bit uncomfortable, the boy waited a bit until all the meals were eaten and cleaned away before he got out of

his seat and headed in the direction of the lavatory. Of course, he had to walk past the girl’s seat and as he did so, he said to

her, “Excuse me. I just wanted to thank you for giving me your kosher portion. It was really kind of you.”

     The young lady smiled and said, “You’re very welcome. It was my pleasure. I’m glad you enjoyed it.”

     The boy nodded again pleasantly. “Enjoy your flight,” he said, and then with a wave and a smile he added, “The

Levinson family thanks you.” He began to move away but she suddenly stopped him.

    “Is your name Levinson?” she asked quickly. He halted in mid-step and nodded yes. She asked him his first name and

where he was from. She knew who he was. He was the last shidduch proposal that ended inexplicably in a NO. She

swallowed hard. She just had to know what happened, why this most promising proposal ended badly. 

    “I believe I was recently ‘red’ to you,” she began very hesitantly. The boy blushed and when she told him her name, his

face flushed entirely. “Can I ask you why you said no to me?” How much more of a direct question can one possibly ask?

     After a few uncomfortably long moments, he answered almost in a whisper, “We were told that you went to a seminary

that was very career-oriented and that chessed was not a high priority. We were looking for someone with a bigger focus

on chessed.” And then, recognizing the irony of the situation and pointing at the trays being cleaned away by the flight

attendants, he mumbled in an embarrassed voice, “I guess we were wrong!” 

    A short impromptu “first date” took place on the plane, and now, happily married eighteen years later, they’re still amazed

at the "ohekt gcmt"  - the glorious finger of G-d! 

                                                mmmmiiiippppiiiippppzzzzllll    eeeeiiiiddddiiiieeee    eeeeddddhhhhnnnn    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    eeeekkkkiiiillllyyyyiiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmzzzzeeeehhhhnnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    ddddhhhhnnnn    rrrrllllaaaaiiiieeee                                    ((((aaaaiiii----ffff))))

     “Rav Yosi bar Chanina said, ‘A great miracle occurred

with (Aharon’s) staff, for after it swallowed all the many

sticks that were thrown (by the Egyptian sorcerers), it did

not increase in size at all, and all who saw it said this is

(nothing more than) Aharon’s staff. From here we see that

the staff of Aharon was a good omen to perform miracles

and wonders for future generations.’” (Medrash Raba)

    The Ksav Sofer, R’ Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer

ZT”L, elucidates this mystifying Medrash as follows: It is

a well-known rule that open miracles that alter and disrupt

the laws of nature, are not lasting and in fact sometimes

detrimental. Chazal teach (/db ,ca): “How unsightly is the

person for whom Hashem changes the rules of creation.” It

is far better for one to experience a “natural” miracle, one

that does not stand out, for this will have a lasting effect.

    The Navi Malachi said: ohnav ,ucrt ofk j,pt tk ot"
"hs hkc sg vfrc ofk h,ehrvu - “If I will not open up the gates of

heaven; I will pour out for you blessings with no end.” This,

too, may be interpreted as above. “If I will not open up the

gates of heaven” - with overt miracles that are limited in

scope and eventually come to an end - like the mann that fell

in the desert for exactly forty years - “I will pour out blessin-

gs with no end” - for hidden miracles, like our day-to-day

existence and the natural wonders of the world continue on

indefinitely; the blessings that come forth are eternal.

     This is the meaning of the Medrash. When Aharon’s

staff swallowed up all the sticks of the Egyptians, it was a

miracle done in such a way that no one even realized it was

a miracle! Aharon’s staff did not get any bigger. Somehow

the other sticks were gone, but all the people standing there

could say was, “this is Aharon’s staff.” It didn’t even occur

to them that a miracle just took place. Thus, a hidden miracle

in this form, is truly a good omen (cuy inhx) for the future.

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
      

                    ddddccccyyyyaaaa    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    llllkkkkaaaa    ccccxxxxaaaadddd    jjjjiiiieeee    
    ddddccccyyyydddd    aaaayyyyrrrr    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    ddddnnnnddddaaaa    ccccrrrreeee    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀nnnn        ((((ddddkkkk----hhhh))))

     Moshe forewarned the Egyptians that Hashem would

bring hail down upon them and all in the field would be

destroyed. He advised them to “send therefore now, and

gather your cattle” so they not die. What kind of a plague is

that? What was the point of src (Hail)? Does one tell his

victim, “Look, I’m going to beat you, so make sure you wear

thick clothes to absorb the blows and deaden the pain?”

     R’ Dovid Kviat ZT”L (Succas Dovid) writes that

Hashem wanted to expose the wickedness of the Egyptians.

Normally, a person goes to great lengths to protect his

possessions: he deliberates, worries, creates contingency

plans, and safeguards his fortune against the most unlikely

of events. The Egyptians’ cattle had already expired in the

fields during the plague of rcs (Pestilence) as Moshe had

spoken; so why do we find by the hail that only those who

“feared the word of the Lord” made their servants and cattle

flee into their homes and barns, whereas all the rest were not

frightened or concerned at all, and left them all in the fields

to die fully aware of the perilous situation? The answer

must be that they were pointedly demonstrating their great

wickedness and disdain for Moshe and for Hashem.

     It was also the aim of the hail to bring into actuality the

Egyptians’ latent wickedness, because this would result in

the Egyptians themselves later coming to confess their sin.

It is only after this plague that we find Pharaoh declaring, “I

have sinned this time; the Lord is righteous, and I and my

people are wicked.” The Daas Zekainim explains that they

admitted they had acted cruelly by leaving their servants

and cattle to die in the field and not believing in Hashem or

heeding the warning they were given. Thus, Hashem gave

the Egyptians the opportunity to acknowledge their evil in

the hope that they would repent, and so that they should

warrant ever more powerful punishments if they did not. 

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: There was once a king who wanted to find a suitable

husband for his precious daughter, the princess. He devised

a contest to find the mightiest warrior. He had a palace with

a hundred flights of stairs. He said that whoever can climb

all the flights and reach the top within a half hour will get

his daughter as a wife. Naturally, all the mighty warriors

tried; but they all failed. When they reached the thirtieth

floor and saw that they only had fifteen minutes to go for

the next seventy floors they gave up and came right down.

    One fellow decided that come what may, he would not

give up. He didn’t know if he would reach the top but he

would go as far as he could in that half hour and wouldn’t

give up just because he saw that he couldn’t reach the top.

    Well, he reached the fiftieth floor with only five minutes

to go. The people were telling him not to waste his time and

effort, but he was insistent that he was no quitter. He

reached the fifty-third floor with two minutes left and lo and

behold, he couldn’t believe his eyes; there was an elevator

waiting for him. He took it right up to the hundredth floor

and won the princess’ hand with seconds to spare.


