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Moshe Rabbeinu declares that after his death, Bnei Yisroel will surely
deviate from the proper path. This, he says, is a matter of course, a
M Sp: If they were rebellious during his lifetime, how much more so
would they be after his death! But what about n7>na - Free will? Why is it
absolutely logical that Bnei Yisroel will surely sin and deviate in the future?

The Vilna Gaon, R' Eliyohu ZT"L of Vilna, answers that there are two
ways to reprimand a child who has misbehaved: To confront and punish him
immediately, thereby rectifying the situation without delay. Or, to let the
indiscretion go without reaction and later on make an accounting with the
child of all past misdeeds. There is quite a difference though. When
reprimanded immediately, the child realizes that his father is displeased with
his actions and understands not to do so again. A delayed reaction, however,
leaves the child free to err again, and possibly to boldly continue his actions.

This is what Moshe Rabbeinu means to say. During Moshe's lifetime,
Hashem punished the Jewish people for their sins - the 9ayn 8ON - Golden
Calf, Korach and his followers, the spies - in an immediate and direct
manner. But after Moshe died, the punishments were meted out only after
long intervals. The 7mM 5 is thus indeed prophetic. If, when he was very
much alive and there was instant punishement, the Jews committed sins, how
much more so would they continue to do so after his passing!
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R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
"It is worthwhile to deliver a shmuess even if it will help just one person
in one minor effort. And more than that: Even if that one person is the one
giving the shmuess!"

A Wise Man once said:
"Always remember you're unique; just like everyone else!"

R' Eliyahu Lopian ZT'L would say:

"Chazal tell us that if Moshe had prayed immediately, Hashem would
have allowed him to enter Eretz Yisroel. We learn from this that we should
not put off praying when a need arises. We should pray immediately!"

A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO CHAIM ADLER >7) ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS BAR MITZVA. MAY WE ALL SEE NACHAS FROM HIM

For all inquiries and mAyn, please call 845-282-9081 or E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com
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nation and take over the land' Regarding the latter, however, Hashem
added a word to his missive. IWN NNN DI MYYY NNV RN NHON) PN
MTaY VNN - '‘Be very strong and courageous in order to keep the whole
Torah which My servant Moshe commanded you."'"

R' Abramsky looked hard at the minister and then swept his gaze around
the room. "Note," concluded R' Yechezkel, "in which case Hashem added
the emphasis T80 - 'very'. It is by the express commandment to protect the
integrity of the Torah, to study it and keep its mitzvos. Obviously, the
lesson is clear: It is more important in the eyes of G-d to defend the Torah
and those who learn and fulfill it, for by doing so, we are in fact exhibiting
the greatest defense of the nation and the Land of Israel!" R' Yechezkel's
heartfelt words made their mark on all those present.

TORAH GEMS
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There are two levels of judgment on Rosh Hashanah. The Jewish nation
is judged collectively as a people, and each person is judged individually.
Regarding our national verdict, we are assured that Hashem will always
judge us favorably. The survival and continuity of our people is a
continuing theme in the messages of our prophets. Torah and the Jewish
people will survive, and we, as a people, share this optimism on Rosh
Hashanah. At the same time, each individual should experience fear and
trepidation of his forthcoming day of judgment. His personal fate is less
assured. How will he fare as an individual?

Thus, says the Alter of Kelm, R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT''L, Moshe
declares to the entire Jewish nation as a whole, 703915 DN DY) DNN -
"You are standing here this day, all of you.” He then identifies the various
groupings within the nation; everyone from “your elders” to “your water-
drawers” is represented. All of these groups together make up 705515 -
"All of you." Therefore, in order to insure personal survival, one should
attach himself to the community by contributing to it. Just as the
community is granted success and pardon for the forthcoming year, one
who is needed by the community will also be included in it's success. These
contributions will not only provide meaning to others in one's community,
they may turn out to be a person's greatest merit on the judgment day. May
we learn to embrace the power of 055157, By becoming an integral part of
the community we insure not only its survival but our own as well.
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In 1968, the Israeli government appointed a commission to reconsider
the draft exemption provided to Yeshiva students. It was immediately after
the six day war and many Israelis, including quite a few government
officials, who were of the opinion that the original exemption agreed upon
by none other than Ben-Gurion, should not be continued. As a result, they
pushed with considerable pressure and influence to see this matter
reconsidered. Numerous meetings were held and, like most issues in the
Knesset, a contentious debate erupted. R' Yechezkel Abramsky ZT"L,
as president of the "Va'ad HaYeshivos,"” was invited to address the
commission. Midway through his speech, one of the government ministers
stood up and rudely interrupted R' Abramsky. "Rabbi, let me ask you a
question. Doesn't your honor agree that actively defending the nation and
the country of Israel, is more important and serves more of a purpose than
just sitting around in a room and studying the Torah?"

R' Yechezkel was unruffled and immediately answered the brazen
minister. "The words in the beginning of Sefer Yehoshua prove the
supremacy of Torah," R' Yechezkel answered. "We read that Hashem gave
Yehoshua two commandments: to conquer the land and to study and keep
the Torah. Regarding the first, Hashem said, nX 9>Nin NnNN S ¥INY P3N
PNIND NINY TV OV - 'Be strong and courageous for you will inherit the

SOOI O SOOI OIOISIO5I<>

SOOI OIO SOOI O5O<>




