
     n'ubpm, .ujnu ,hcn" :(c"g 'c"g ;s tnuh ,fxn) k"zj usnk itf
hhct /ofj shnk, ubht urcf ufu, ihta ofj shnk, kf :tcr rnt
hf ;t (z"y 'u"y cuht) rntba 'cg,b treb :rnt tkug rc vcr tnh,htu

/f"g '"vkug ohnf v,a aht jktbu cg,b
vtrba unf ufu, ,uhvk lhrm ofj shnk,a 'thv wndv ,bcv ,ntcu    
/ifanc vhva iurtvn snkb vz rcsu 'kkf ,ughcm hkc ,uhjk '.ujcn
iva ',ujukv er oa uhva ;tu 'vru,v kf ,jbun v,hv omgc iurtc
unf 'vkuf vru,v ,ukkfk iv ,ucajb ouen kfn ',urcsv ,rag
rat vumnvu vru,vu ictv ,ujuk ,t" :(c"h s"f) khgk h"arc ubhmna
,rag kkfc ,uumn vrag akau ,utn aa kf - o,ruvk h,c,f

 'iv ,urcsvvhsgx ubhcruruchsu ruchs kfk sxha ,urvztc arhp 
 

/k"fg '"uc ,uhuk,v ,uumn
',ujukca ,urcsv ,ragc ,ukukf uhv ,uumnv d"hr, kfa ubk hrv    
,upmk vru,v v,uhma vznu 'iurtc ,jbun v,hv vru,v kfa tmnbu
tuva ofj shnk,v kg ubt ohsnuk '.ujcnu ,hcn iurtv ,t ,uxfku

/ofj shnk, oac treb ubht urcf ufu, iht ota 'vru,v
shnk, oav ,t vzc sctn 'urcf ufu, dvb,n ubhta ofj shnk,    
uehzjh okufau 'okuf hbpk vph ,utrhvk ostv vmur .ujca unfu 'ofj
:,uyuap ohkhncu 'u,uhnhbpc ,uhvk tuv lhrm euhsc lf - ,ntc ubnn

!gucm ,uhvk tk
sunkk ohfhrm vru,c rcs kfna ',ukkfc od k"zj vzc ubusnhku   

/ohhjc cmn kfc duvbk lht vru,vn ,gsku 'rxun ut sunhk uvazht
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n  cu,fv rnta vz 'vnur, hk ujehu" '(wd tnujb,) arsnc tcu

ch,fu (wt hftkn) wwudu ub,cvt vnc o,rntu wv rnt of,t h,cvtw
hpku /itfk vz euxp ka ,ufhhav ihcvk lhrmu '"wh,tba uag ,tuw (oa)
,hhbc kg ktrah uuymb vc uz varpca 'rtck vtrb vhv uyuap
vkd,n vzca hrv 'ong sjh ohbu,j,c truck vrhs ouen & ifanv

 whgu) /ovhkt u,cvt;xuh .gihbg vn 'vae lf ota tkt /(lf rthca 
/"wh,tba uag ,tu wudu ub,cvt vnc o,rntu" cu,fv lanv
wv ka uruthc ,t ohsevk ah arsnv ,t rtck hsfu    hfsrn ,rygw

vnc o,rntu 'wv rnt of,t h,cvt" 'k"bv euxpv kg (vnur, wrp)
uag ,tu /cegh ,t cvutu 'wv otb ceghk uag jt tukv 'ub,cvt

wv hrcs osevc arpna '"wudu h,tbahukv ,hcv"s wt wt ,una) w
,naf" '(wj wt vcr ,una) arsnv hrcs ,t rtcna (vcr arsnc
lpv 'if uaga iuhfu 'ohrmnf vhvb urnt 'vkhn ,hrc urpv ehsmv ;xuh
rthcu 'wufu vtbak 'o,ut ohcvut ohhrmnv uhva vcvtv v"cev
'i,cuyk vhv ktrahk ohhrmnv ,tba ,t wv ashja vza" whukv ,hcwv
ktdhvk ohhutr uhvhu 'onmg hbpc kscunu ause og urtah z"hga
iuhf 'arsnc rnta uvzu /;uxck ifanv ,t ,ubcku vru,v ,t kceku
'wufu vtbak o,ut ohcvut uhva vcvtv lpv 'vkhn ,hrc urpva
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'o,ut ohcvut uhv 'ohhrmnv in onmg ,t ktrah ukhscva osuena
'ovn onmg ,t uehjrv ohsuvhva iuhf ezb aaj oua vzc vhv tka
v"cev khscv 'ovhkt rcj,vk umr ohsuvhva thcv ,tza rjt kct

/"wufu vtbav h"g ovn o,ut
ohsuvhva ubhhv 'wub,cvt vnc o,rntuw 'euxpv rtcn tuv vzcu    
v,t raptn hrva 'ubhkt l,cvt ,tyc,n vnc 'wv ,t ohktua
',umuj kf atrc ,dduj ,uhnahybtvu 'ubhhj ,t rrnk okugv ,unutk
ohhudv ,tba v,ut kfa 'wceghk uag jt tkvw wv ovk vbug lf kgu
kt vujt & ohrcj,n o,hhv ,tz hkc hf ofhkt h,cvt ksudn thv
tkva 'ovhhj jrutu ovh,upeavn ohgpaunu wokugv ,unutw - uag
otu 'ofh,cc iufak vmuru of,t cvut hbta ubhhv wcegh ,t cvutuw
/wh,tba uag ,tuw hrva 'ofkmt rusk kufh hbht uagn ohgpaun o,t
wf trehu) whk ,uhvk ohngv in of,t khsctuw euxpv ,t rtck ah ifu
ubhkt vtba ockc ashja h"g ohhudv in ubkhscv v"ceva 'ubhhv '(u"f

/whk ,uhvkw & uekj ,uhvk kfubu vgrk ovn gpaub tka hsf
,uhvk ,ufzk smhf ktrah ,t snkna 'arsnv ,t rtck kfub z"hpku   
ohkscun uhvha h"gs 'wvnur, hk ujehuw & ovhbhc iufahau wv ka uekj
 /okmt wv iufahu uase,h lfcu 'wh,tba uag ,tuw & ohhudv ,gpavn
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Mishkan was constructed with solid beams to

ensure its sturdiness but also to symbolize our spiritual

connection to Hashem. At times, we appear to be strong

enough to carry heavy loads of spiritual exertion. But even

       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

A “Torah” Table: The Purim Seudah (Part 1)

The Obligation. Both men and women are obligated to eat a

festive meal on Purim (1). This is to celebrate and give thanks

for being saved from the evil decree of Haman. One should

have in mind before starting the meal that he is doing so to

fulfill this mitzvah and remember the miraculous salvation (2). It

is very desirable, for multiple reasons, to learn Torah before

starting the meal (3) and to discuss some of the Megillah

concepts during the meal. Since Purim is thirty days before

Pesach, many start reviewing some of the Pesach laws during

the meal. It should be a  fleishig (4) bread meal (5) with wine (6). 

The Time. One can fulfill this mitzvah only during the actual

day of Purim (7). Many people have a minhag to start the meal

in the late afternoon and to continue well into the night (8). They

should make sure to eat a kazayis of bread and the main part of

the meal before sunset (vghea) and then they say "ohxhbv kg" in
bentching even though it is recited at night. Many eat the meal

in the morning and are fully yotzei (9). When Purim is on Friday

it is preferable to eat the seudah in the morning. 

The Company. Since it is difficult to celebrate in a joyous

manner while alone, one should try to have family and friends

at his Purim seudah (10). Songs of praise should be sung during

the meal and various aspects of the miracle discussed. Children

under bar mitzvah should be educated to take part in the meal.

 

such a connection, with one little poke, when something

doesn’t work out quite right, can be severely damaged or

even destroyed. We must achieve a strong and lasting

connection, built upon a real foundation of Avodas Hashem.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Customs. Many people have a custom to light candles at their

Purim seudah, but of course no beracha is said on the lighting.

There is also a widely accepted custom to eat kreplach (meat

covered in cooked dough to remind us of the hidden xb) and

Hamantashen (3-cornered cookies with filling).

Connection to Shalach Manos. Many Poskim (11) hold that the

purpose of the mitzvah of shalach manos (sending gifts of food

to others) on Purim is to provide a food flow which will enable

even the poorest Jews to have enough to eat for a proper Purim

meal. It would seem that the following two ideas would

enhance the mitzvah of shalach manos: 1) Sending the sort of

foods that are eaten at this meal - and at the appropriate time for

the seudah. 2) One should use some of the shalach manos that

he has received for his Purim seudah when feasible.

Bentching. The Poskim argue if not saying "ohxbv kg" in the

Purim meal bentching invalidates the entire bentching. We rule

that one does not have to repeat bentching (12) although he

should be extra careful not to forget it or get into a question. One

should not daven Maariv in the middle of his Purim meal,

because if he does he takes away his chance to say "ohxbv kg" (13).

Wine. Unlike those “machmirim” who feel the need to drink all

day, the preferable time to fulfill the directive of drinking wine

on Purim is by the Purim seudah (14). Those who get headaches

from wine instead of vjna are exempt from this mitzvah.      
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    “There are three conditions to the mitzvah of tzedakah: kfc (with all), kfn (from all), kf (all). To collect funds for

the poor, one must do it wkfcw - with any and all who are willing to lower their honor and self-respect on behalf of

others. When accepting a donation, it should be wkfnw - from all those who find it in their heart to help out a fellow Jew in

need. And the donation itself should be wkfw - any amount that is given should be accepted graciously and with thanks.”   

R’ Yitzchok Eizik of Komarno ZT”L (Noitzer Chessed) would say:

    “It is perfectly true that the main thing is to study Torah for its own sake. But this is a most elevated plane and it is

impossible for a man to arrive all at once to the stage of ‘Torah for its own sake.’ One is forced to study Torah out of

ulterior motives at first, until his character has been sufficiently refined to enable him to take delight in the Torah. But

the foolish try all at once to seize hold of this inner light, and since they are unworthy of it, they give up Torah study

entirely. In order to negate this thinking, the sages declared: ‘He who does not study (correctly) is deserving of death.’”

A Wise Man would say:

    “The richest person is not the one that has the most but the one that needs the least.”

DEDICATED BY MR & MRS CHAIM LOEB d"avpz - xc` 'a 'tp - l"f a`l iav cec ax oa ikcxn ax znyp ielirl 
MAZEL TOV TO THE ENTIRE HOFFMAN & BLONDER FAMILIES ON THE UPSHERIN OF YEHUDAH ZEV HOFFMAN i"p



    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeeaaaallll    eeeeppppaaaacccciiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn    ddddnnnneeeexxxxzzzz    iiiillll    eeeeggggwwwwiiiieeee    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    llll`̀̀̀    xxxxaaaacccc((((aaaa----ddddkkkk))))
       Hashem tells us, His beloved children, to build a home in which He can dwell in, but in order to do so, He says to us,

“Take for Me a donation.” This is rather strange. We should be asked to GIVE an offering, not to take one!

     R’ Meir Leibush Malbim ZT”L explains so beautifully that really no human being is in a position to give.

Everything we have belongs to Hashem and is a gift to us. So what can we offer Hashem? The posuk continues with the

words, “From each man according to the willingness of his heart.” This, says the Malbim, is the only thing we can offer

Hashem, and it is the only thing Hashem wants! hgc tchk tbnjr - Hashem wants our heart! The good intentions and strong

desire to truly please Hashem is the only thing we can really offer our beloved Father in Heaven, for it is the only thing

that is truly our own. It is like asking one’s father for money to buy him a present. If you say, “Tatty, can I have money

because I need to buy you a birthday present,” it probably won’t go over too well! But if you say, “Tatty, please can I

have money because I love you so much and I want to buy you a gift,” now that’s an offer no father can refuse.

    The Malbim goes further and says that through the act of using what Hashem has given you, L’Shaim Shamayim - truly

for Hashem’s sake - whether it is material possessions, talents or abilities - only then does one truly acquire these

possessions, and only then is it as if he has given his own property as a gift to Hashem! It’s almost like Tatty saying,

“Thank you for the present. I love you so much. Keep the change!”

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiiccccnnnneeeerrrr    mmmmiiiihhhhyyyy    iiiivvvvrrrr    ooookkkkyyyynnnnllll    mmmmiiiiyyyyxxxxwwwwdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzziiiiyyyyrrrreeee((((eeeehhhh----eeeekkkk))))

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkeeeezzzzaaaa    iiiizzzzppppkkkkyyyyeeee    yyyyccccwwwwnnnn    iiiillll    eeeeyyyyrrrreeee((((gggg----ddddkkkk))))
    The territory of Crimea is located on the northern coast of the Black Sea. This troubled land was conquered and

controlled many times throughout its history. The Greeks, Persians, Goths, and Mongols (among others) all controlled

Crimea in its early history. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the Russian Empire ruled the land, followed by the Soviet

Union in the 20th century, Germany during World War II, and now, Crimea is an autonomous Ukrainian region. 

    Crimea is also a land rich in Jewish historical life. Jewish settlement in the Crimean peninsula is believed to date back to

the period of the Second Bais Hamikdash. During that time local Jews succeeded financially in commerce, yet remained

separate from the non-Jews. Even when Islam began to spread in the region, Jews were impervious to its influence. The

exemplary life led by Crimea’s Jews during that period had a profound effect on the neighboring kingdom of Kuzar,

whose residents, along with their ruler, converted to Judaism. The region, however, endured many upheavals and the

peninsula was eventually captured by the Turks. Even when it was under Turkish rule, though, its Jews prospered. 

    Although Crimea’s Jews excelled in their hospitality and chessed they were largely unlearned and desperately needed

a rav to guide them. When a group of Jewish merchants from the Crimean city of Karasubazar (modern day Bilohirsk)

traveled to Constantinople, they offered R’ Chaim Chizkiya Medini ZT”L, the rabbinate there. He accepted and

moved to the Crimea, where he served from 1867 until 1899, establishing a yeshiva and raising the observance level of

the community that had been without a rabbi for many years. He found the offer particularly attractive because it enabled

him to achieve two important life-goals: to remain in Torah learning and to write his magnum opus, the Sdei Chemed.

    One grave danger, though, threatened to crush the peaceful Crimean Jewish community - that of the Karaites, who had

lived there for hundreds of years. Ibn Reshef, the Karaite leader during R’ Chaim Chizkiya’s tenure in Karasubazar, was

obsessed by two goals: to undermine the mitzvah observance of Crimea’s Jews and to indoctrinate them with his views.

To achieve these aims, he spread false rumors to the effect that Crimea’s Jews were not Jews at all, but rather of Karaite

origin. He based his claims on three “proofs” which he used to corroborate his thesis. The first was that Crimea’s Jews sat

on the floor of their synagogues, a practice that corresponds to a Karaite custom. The second was that Crimea’s Jews, unlike

Jews of other backgrounds, had no exclusive dialect, such as Yiddish or Ladino, but rather conversed in the language of the

local Tartars. The third was that Karaite books could be found in many Jewish synagogues on the peninsula.

     With characteristic energy, R’ Chaim Chizkiya set out to disprove Ibn Reshef’s ridiculous claims. His conclusions

appear in Sdei Chemed. He refutes Ibn Reshef’s first claim by stating that the fact that Crimea’s Jews sit on the floor in their

synagogues is not indicative of a Karaite origin because other Jews sit on the floor as well. “In Jerusalem, many Sephardic

Jews sit on the floor when they pray,” he wrote. Noting the Rambam’s comment in Hilchos Tefilla (v-th) that many Jews of

Sephardic and Western origin sit on the floor in their synagogues, R’ Chaim Chizkiya asked, “Why did the Rambam cite

this custom in a halachic work? It would appear to be out of place. Apparently, the Rambam had a flash of Ruach Hakodesh

at that moment, and included this remark to prevent the future disparagement of Jews who maintain such a custom!” 

    To refute the second claim, he made it clear that Jews of many communities in the Diaspora converse in the local

vernacular, as opposed to their own unique tongue, and that such a practice in no way points to a lack of Jewish origin.

     The third claim, he wrote, is also absurd because the main synagogue in Damascus happens to contain a closet filled

with Karaite writings, and it is certainly not a Karaite synagogue. Unfortunately, Karaite writings have a tendency to turn

up in far-flung areas, even sometimes in religious synagogues. Demolishing Ibn Reshef’s “proofs,” the Chacham saved

the Jews of Crimea.
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                                    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn    ddddnnnneeeexxxxzzzz    iiiillll    eeeeggggwwwwiiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiizzzznnnneeeexxxxzzzz    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeggggwwwwzzzz    eeeeaaaallll    eeeeppppaaaacccciiii                                                    ((((aaaa----ddddkkkk))))

    The Jewish People are commanded to erect a sanctuary

for the Divine Presence. But it also serves another purpose;

to elevate the spiritual psyche of the Nation, who will

channel their efforts into building a House of G-d. 

    Two of the greatest Rebbes of yesteryear, R’ Yitzchok

of Vorki ZT”L and R’ Menachem Mendel of Kotzk

ZT”L, were lifelong friends who were loyal and

inseparable companions even though their individual

modes of Avodas Hashem were as polar opposite as night

and day. The Kotzker was sharp and short with people, his

introverted personality literally “scared” people away. R’

Yitzchok of Vorki was an open and ultra-friendly man

who embraced yidden of all walks of life. 

    The Kotzker Rebbe once said to his friend, “My manner

of living is that of separatism, of dwelling apart from

people. In fact, this approach is implied to in the Torah. In

Parshas Terumah, when contributions to the construction

of the Mishkan are discussed, Hashem tells the Jewish

People, ‘They shall take unto Me an (uplifted) offering,

from every man whose heart moves him.’ When a person

seeks the path of truth, the guiding principle should be one

of wvnur,w - literally, ‘raising up’ and separating oneself

from another. This implies that one should separate

himself from all people; even good people, the finest of

men - even from, ‘Any man whose heart moves him.’”

    “As a matter of fact,” the Vorki Rebbe replied smiling,

“I, too, base my approach of friendship to all mankind, on

the very same posuk, ‘They shall take unto Me’ - one

should take from everyone. But that can only be done if

people join together in harmony and learn the good from

one another - ‘From every man whose heart moves him’ -

he brings his offering from the goodness of his heart.”    

         EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

        zzzziiiiyyyyrrrreeee    xxxxeeeeddddhhhh    aaaaddddffff    eeeezzzzeeee`̀̀̀    zzzziiiittttvvvveeee                                                            
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    aaaaiiiiaaaaqqqq    aaaaddddffff    xxxxffff    eeeellll                                                        ((((cccckkkk----ddddkkkk))))            

    The three golden crowns (cvz rz) which are placed on the

three most prominent vessels in the Mishkan - the Aron,

Shulchan and Mizbeach - represent the three dominions of

Judaism: Kesser Torah - Torah scholars, Kesser Kehuna -

Those worthy of service in the Mishkan, and Kesser

Malchus - the monarchy. It is interesting to note that the

crown for Kehuna is placed on the edge of the altar just as

the crown for Malchus is placed on the Shulchan. But why

is the crown of Torah placed on the Aron? It should rather

be placed directly on the Torah or the Luchos themselves?

    R’ Zelig Epstein ZT”L gives a deep and penetrating

response. The crown of Kehunah is placed on the altar for

the altar is what symbolizes the purpose of the kohanim;

the ability to perform the services necessary inside the

sanctuary. These include preparing and slaughtering the

korbonos, offering the spices and incense and retaining the

purity of the makom hamikdash. This is all represented by

the altar and as a result, the crown of Kehuna is placed on

it. Likewise, Malchus - Royalty, is manifested by a display

of honor, respect and power. The Shulchan, upon which

the showbread rests is the embodiment of Royalty.

   However, Torah is different. The entirety (,unhka) of

Torah is not based on the Torah itself - but rather on the

person who is studying and imbibing it. If a person is not a

vessel worthy of accepting the Torah, then the Torah itself

will be lacking. The Aron is not only the place where the

Torah is stored, it represents the person who purifies

himself to the point that he can become a proper receptacle

of the Torah, thereby becoming one with the Torah. This

truly is the shleimus of the Torah and for this reason, the

crown of gold is not placed on the Torah itself, but on the

Aron - the person - that internalizes the Torah.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: An army on the move often needs to destroy bridges

after their crossing to prevent the enemy from attacking

from behind. But what happens when an already destroyed

bridge is now needed? In that case, a group of army

engineers are employed to construct a fast-track bridge over

a river or body of water. Strong cables are fastened from

one shore to the other. Then huge balloons are inflated and

placed on top of the water. Next, a makeshift frame and

track around and over the balloons is laid. This quick bridge

is quite effective, easily constructed and taken down while

providing safe transport for army troops and equipment. 

    Someone once asked an engineer, “If this method of

bridge building is so effective, why are so many resources

put into more traditional bridge building?”

   Answered the army engineer, “Ach, that’s obvious! The

quick method of construction, although fast and effective,

can only be temporary. After all, it is reliant on a balloon.

One little puncture in that balloon and the bridge is

finished. A bridge of steel and stone, however, can

withstand years of use and remain in top condition.”
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