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Shabbos Parshas Korach - June 8, 2013
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Swn3: When a seasoned soldier deserts his unit, especially in
the midst of battle, his punishment is quite severe. He has
lost his will, or worse, lost his faith in what he is fighting for.
Dasan and Aviram were prominent members of Bnei Yisroel

A SERICS IN HALACHA

in Egypt and all throughout their travails in the desert. They
saw it all - the high points and low points. But they were
non-believers, deserters of the faith, who brought strife and
rancor amongst the ranks, and suffered a severe punishment.
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (35)
The Mitzvah of Tzitzis (cont.): Although the source for
holding the two front #itziyos in the right hand while saying
Boruch She’amar seems to emanate from Kaballistic writings, it
is important to know two understandable reasons, which can
help us perform this halacha and say Boruch She’amar better.

1) Including the Name of Hashem. In the first part of Boruch
She’amar, we say eleven short phrases of praise - short berachos
- starting with the word “Boruch” which don’t have the Name
of Hashem in them. To enhance those berachos so as to be as if
they actually have the Name of Hashem in them, we hold the
two front Tzitziyos in our hands. The ten knots and the sixteen
loose strings in them total twenty-six. This is the numerical value
of the letters of Hashem’s Name - n--n-. By doing this while
saying those short phrases, it is somewhat like putting in the
Name of Hashem to accompany these short phrases (1).

2) Ten Praises of Hashem. The Maharshal 2)says that there are
ten (not eleven; he does not count the last "waw Tv12") expressions
of praise corresponding to the ten utterances that Hashem created
the universe with (M Mwy), and the ten commandments
(a1 mwy). (The world was created and the Torah was given in
order to praise Hashem as the Ramban writes in Parshas Bo (3).)
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We remind ourselves of all this by holding the ten knots of the
front two #zitziyos in our hands during this important beracha @).
The following custom from the Ariza’l is brought in siddurim
and done by many people, although it is not a universal minhag.
Before Krias Shema. In the beracha of “Ahavah Raba” or
“Ahavas Olam” right before Krias Shema, we recite the words,
"N D YWD OOWO WY’ - “And bring us in peace (together
in Eretz Yisroel) from the four comers of the earth.” Immediately
preceding these words, one should gather the four corners of his
Talis (or Talis Katan) and hold them in his left hand between the
fourth and fifth (smallest - “Pinkie”) finger. Once again, even
though this custom is based on Kaballah, there is an understand-
able inspiration for us to derive. The Meshech Chochma )
writes that our #zitzis are partly braided with knots that wind
around, and partly left loose, unfinished and hanging. This is a
symbol of the four corners of the world that Hashem created for
mankind in an incomplete fashion, in order to give us the chance
to elevate and complete it by doing mitzvos. According to this,
the process of gathering the four corners of our 7alis is a symbol
of the future ingathering of Bnei Yisroel from the four corers of
the earth. Therefore, we hold our #zitzis as we ask for the
ingathering of exiles to strengthen the request and make it happen.
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R’ Tzvi Elimelech Shapira ZT”’L of Dinov (Bnei Yissaschar) would say:
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“There is a segulah brought by the Kadmonim (early Kabbalists) to ward off evil thoughts while in the midst of
davening, by saying, ‘Pi Pi Pi’ three times in a row. My Mechutan (Zhiditchover Rav) has said that this is based on the
three ‘mouths’ (°9) that Hashem created on Erev Shabbos Bein Hashmashos (during twilight), as recounted in the Mishna
in Avos (n-n). (The) mouth of the earth (\WNN)>9), mouth of the well ("N >9) and mouth of the donkey (NN »9).” Because
these three mouths were created in a row and their purposes were utilized in these three parshiyos - Korach, Chukas and
Balak - therefore we say these three words in a row. (Sefer Nachlas Yaakov explains that »9' equals the gematria of 'Y’
[90] and three times '\’ is equivalent to 'y~ [evil]. Thus, a Tzaddik has the ability to combat all manners of y - evil.)”

R’ Zev Wolf of Strikov ZT”’L (Zer Zahav) would say:

“Why was Korach punished by being swallowed up by the earth? Because this is middah k’neged middah (measure
for measure). Korach and his assembly complained that Moshe - ‘the most humble man on the face of the earth’ - was
becoming too arrogant by exalting himself as king over the people; thus, they deserved to be punished by having this
very same ‘earth’ swallow them up and lower them down to a place underneath the very earth they complained about.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Do not educate your children to be rich. Educate them to be happy. So that when they grow up and enter the real

world, they will know the value of everything in life, not just the price tag.” A Special Mazel Tov to
Printed By: Mailway Services, 2 8 . i LW Camp . Chaim Mutterperl and
Serving Mosdos and Businesses® i NG } MQMkdn’n Eada Chechelnitskaya
Worldwide Since 1980 5 Mo §  26rarkersia. upon their marriage!
(1-888-Mailway) & S rehe A7 845.362.0287 | FWBBYIDADL DIV T




(3-1m) "1 oY WIN PR NP TP NI DINDY DR ONTL™ 235 BWINT T 35b PN

Our Sages have gone into great detail to explain why Parshas Korach is juxtaposed to the previous parsha describing
the mitzvah of Tzitzis. About the Tzitzis it is written, “You shall look upon them and remember all the commandments of
Hashem and fulfill them.” Yet Korach did just the opposite; rather than look at the 7zirzis and do the right thing, he looked
ahead to the dynasty that would emerge from him and this caused him to sin. He even went so far as to scorn the mitzvah
of Tzitzis by standing before Moshe Rabbeinu and inquiring: if a Talis that is entirely composed of techeles (bluish dye)
cannot exempt itself from the obligation, how can four threads of techeles exempt it? (Medrash) Since Korach scorned the
mitzvah of Tzitzis, it was as if he had scorned the Torah itself, as the gemara notes (0> ©N): “The mitzvah of Tzitzis is
equal to all the mitzvos of the Torah.” From the words of Chazal who teach that Korach and his followers cry out daily
from the depths of the earth, “Moshe and his Torah are truth,” (-1 N1n2 N22), we see clearly that Korach and his followers
had actually denied Toras Moshe, the teachings of Moshe. Since he did not properly fulfill the mitzvah of Tzitzis — which
he did not look upon, since he only used his eyes for evil — he eventually found himself in Gehinnom.

The following story is told over by the renowned Maggid, R’ Sholom Schwadron ZT”’L, in his incomparable manner.
R’ Sholom visited the United States on a number of occasions and was wont to comment on the American glorification of
“summer vacation.” He was intrigued at the notion that entire neighborhoods practically emptied out over a period of two
months, leaving homes and synagogues virtually empty. On one occasion, he entered a local shul to daven mincha but
something was out of the ordinary. The large and normally vibrant shul was mostly empty; they barely could scrape
together a minyan. The shortage was easily explainable. It was summer, and many of the neighborhood families had
traveled away for the summer. After mincha, a few mispallelim urged R’ Sholom to say a few words, and he acquiesced.
He climbed the steps before the Aron Kodesh and related a famous parable in the name of the Kelmer Maggid ZT”L.:

“I was strolling slowly through the city streets before sunset when, from one of the houses, I heard a quiet sobbing.
Sharpening my ears, I tried to determine the source of the weeping. As I walked toward what I believed to be the source,
the crying increased in volume. It was a dreadful sound, one filled with anguish and longing.

“I continued walking until I reached the doorway of a house. The cries had not ceased even for a moment. I knocked on
the door, but there was no response. I rang the bell, but the door did not open. I tried twisting the doorknob with both hands -
and it opened! The weeping grew louder. Who was crying here? What had happened? A child, a youth, a lonely old person?
What sort of weeping was this? I hesitated, unsure whether or not to go in. In the end, I gathered up my courage and entered.

“I concluded at once that the crying was coming from inside a closet. Who was locked up there? Who could be sobbing
inside? With trembling fingers, afraid of what I might find, I opened the latch and the door swung open.

“I saw it immediately. There was a Talis in the closet - and the Talis was crying!

““What’s wrong, Talis, to make you cry so long and so hard? What happened?’ I asked.

“Sobbing even harder, the Talis said bitterly, ‘My owner has gone off on vacation in the mountains. He packed up his
belongings. He put his money in his wallet and the wallet in his pants pocket. He packed all his valuables in a suitcase and
went on vacation. He took everything that was important to him. I am the only thing he left behind!’

“I was quiet for several moments, wishing to offer comfort but not knowing how. All at once, I grew bold. I bent down,
came close to the Talis, and whispered, ‘Don’t cry, Talis. The day will come when your owner will leave everything he owns
here at home - the day when the man who owns this house will separate from everything he possesses. That will be a true
separation. He will leave everything behind - except you. He will take you, his Talis, with him to the grave. Nothing else.””

'WJ: Once, at a sheva berachos celebration in California,
hosted by a family belonging to a particular group of
Chassidim, R’ Simcha Wasserman ZT”’L was seated next
to a man who claimed to be a rabbi from a non-Orthodox
denominational Jewish movement. The man relished the
opportunity to attack a prominent Orthodox rabbi and at a
pause in the speeches, he addressed R” Simcha.

“Rabbi Wasserman,” he began looking surprised, “what
are you doing here? I thought you disapproved of this

Earticular Chassidic group 1”

Having made his point, R’ Sholom descended the steps in front of the Ark and made his way out into the street.
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Replied R* Simcha, “Disapproved? No, not at all. An
army has various parts; an Air Force, a Navy, infantry, and
so on. Each has its own task and methods, but all are
necessary for the army to function. These Chassidim are but
one part of the army of the Jewish nation.”

The man nodded thoughtfully. Then, in an obvious
reference to his own brand of non-Torah ideology, he
asked, “And what part of the army do I fit into?”

Without hesitation, R’ Simcha turned to the man and
replied, “You are the deserters!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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The Medrash tells us an amazing story. The wife of Korach
instigated her husband against Moshe Rabbeinu because she
was angry that Moshe shaved her husband’s head entirely
bald! This was the command of Hashem a few parshiyos
earlier: “Pass a razor (and shave) their entire flesh,” to shave
and remove all bodily hair from the Leviim, head to toe, and
to wave them - “Thufah” - back and forth, in preparation for
their Avodah in the Mishkan. However, the wife of Korach
ridiculed this command and especially the way her husband
looked, which fueled the fire of jealousy and hatred towards
Moshe Rabbeinu. In fact, the name “Korach” means bald,
since this was a root cause and catalyst for the entire conflict.

R’ Pinchos Hoffman Shlit’a quotes the Maharsha who
explains that hair symbolizes Gashmiyus. Hair is the only part
of the body that a person can live without. Of course, it is
nice to have, but it is not essential and thus it can be used in
promiscuous and sinful ways. On the other hand, it can also
be a symbol of spirituality, as the Leviim demonstrated in
their preparation to serve and do the Avodah in the Mishkan.

The Belzer Dayan, R’ Pinchos Friedman Shlit’a (Shvilei
Pinchos) adds that the name “Korach” was intentionally
given when he was a baby. Yitzhar, the son of Levi, saw
with Ruach Hakodesh that his son was going to locate the
tremendous wealth that Yosef HaTzaddik had buried in the
ground when he was the viceroy of Egypt, in order to protect
himself from the trials of wealth and the potential to bring
down his spiritual stature. Likewise, in order to protect his
son, whom he saw would become fabulously wealthy, and
help him overcome his desires and sinful pleasures, he named
him “Korach” which means bald, or devoid of Gashmiyus.
Although his intention was pure, it did not work out.
“Korach” is an evil name. It was the name of the son of
Eliphaz, the grandson of Esav. A name creates the essence of
the person, so with a name like “Korach” - it was a lost battle.
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Immediately following the story of Korach and his
ignominious demise, the Torah launches into the area of
Matnas Kehunah and Maaser, the gifts and tithes that the
Jewish people are required to hand out to the Kohanim and
the Leviim. Rashi writes: “Since Korach instigated against
Aharon and the Kehunah, the posuk comes now and gives to
him 24 priestly gifts, with the salt-like covenant.”

Maaser money by its very nature does not belong to the
owner. They are charity funds from the start. R’ Yaakov
Kamenetzky ZT”L learns from the actions of Avraham
Avinu, who refused to accept “even a thread or a shoestring”
as payment from the King of Sodom (33-7 5p¥x12), and yet
did not hesitate to give a tenth from that money that he
didn’t even take, to Malkitzeddek the High Priest. Would we
but tithe the fruits of our productivity with the same sense of
recognition that Avraham had, segregating our funds as
soon as they are earned, the task of giving would be far
easier to fulfill. We would not be reluctant to part with our
money when faced with each request, responding to each
crying need. Moreover, the yeshivos would no longer find
themselves in their terrible, ever intensifying financial bind;
they would not be so dependent upon government funding,
nor would they be forced into compromising circumstances.
Our community must learn to take care of our own.

During the final years of Golus Bavel, just prior to Klal
Yisroel’s return to Israel and the building of the Second Bais
Hamikdash, the Prophet Malachi (>-3) exhorted the people in
regard to their Maaser obligations. In reward for their
dedicated preparation for this mitzvah, they were soon back
in the Land, carrying it out in practice. The time has now
arrived for us to take the obligation of Maaser to heart and to
practice it in regard to Maaser Kesafim - tithing income for
charity. Then very soon, we will again, with Hashem’s help,
be putting Maaser into practice in every sense of the word.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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The complaint of Korach against Moshe Rabbeinu seems absolutely preposterous. If one wishes to pick a fight and accuse

another of doing something wrong, for the sake of honesty, let the claim be at least realistic! Korach said: "wwxnn yy1n" - “Why
should you (and Aharon) take the entire leadership for yourselves?” This was what Korach was upset about? He accused
Moshe and Aharon of being hungry for power and honor? Now, if Korach would have said that Moshe should not be the leader
because he is a bad orator with a speech impediment, we could hear such a complaint. But to say that Moshe desires honor?
The Torah tells us clearly that Moshe was the most humble man on the face of the earth; so what was Korach thinking?

The answer is that very often when we accuse another of a negative trait or behavior, it is simply because we are projecting
our own negatives on the other person, as Chazal teach us; "5>©9 v 509N 53" - “One who sees bad in someone else, it is
because he has it in himself.” This is called “projection,” says R’ Yissachar Frand Shlit’a. Understanding this aspect of human
nature can help in our relationships with others in two ways. First, as parents, when you find yourself constantly pointing out a
negative trait to your child that annoys you terribly, STOP for a minute and look inside yourself. Are you seeing your own
negative trait and you just refuse to admit it? Fix yourself up first and don’t badger the child! Second, when you become the
object of a ridiculous accusation, don’t get excited. Understand that the person is likely referring to himself and projecting it
onto you. Remain calm and collected: you just might allow the person to eventually recognize the root of his problem!




