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though these discharges are part of the natural processes of life and are
| necessary for the continuity of life. We must understand then, why does
| the Torah consider these natural processes as having the power to
contaminate?

Answers R' Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a, that by declaring that these
natural events are NnVn the person who experiences them, the Torah
wants to cleanse him or her from the unpure thoughts that might be
associated with these phenomena. The contamination reminds them that
| the process of creating life is a mM¥n and must therefore be undertaken
- | from a pure motivation to observe the 777wn y¥1. When they are able to

| achieve that level of purity, the offspring they produce will also be on a
| ne1TPN 777 and will be able to achieve great heights in 'n NTay.
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The criterion for deciding the status of a food, with regard to which
| mo>12is made, is based on the person's intention at each specific meal.
| Thus, even if one generally considers a certain food to be an independent
entity, but presently intends to eat it only to complement the other food in
the mixture, it is considered a 99V and is exempt from a N>72.

In a type of mixture where each food is independently important and
does not merely complement the other, the one which constitutes the
majority is considered the 9p>y. For example, if one is eating a fruit salad
| which consists of both \yn and nnTNn, he should say the N2 only on

that which comprises the majority. (In canned fruit cocktail, \yn is
| generally the majority.)
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from the whip in his hand, aimed at R' Yisroel Meir for daring to talk
about the great P73, the Chofetz Chaim, in such a negative manner. He
then drove off, leaving R' Yisroel Meir distraught at having caused a
fellow Yid to behave in a sinful fashion.

When the Chofetz Chaim finally reached his home, he found this
wagon driver eagerly waiting in front of his house. But when the driver
saw who was entering the house and he realized that this was the same
man that he had just taken out his anger on, he began trembling and was
overwhelmed to the point that he nearly fainted. After considerable time,
R' Yisroel Meir finally succeeded in calming him down. Said the p>7y, "
now realize from this incident that not only is it an M) 7YX to speak
YN ))W2 about another person: So too, it is totally 7o for one to talk
YIN VW5 or even ¥ WO Pan about one's own self........
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One late, winter's night, a wagon driver pulled his wagon hurriedly
into the town of Radin. The Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Kagan
ZT"L, was just coming home from the Bais Medrash when the wagon
stopped alongside him and the driver called out, "Reb Yid, could you
please tell me where the great Rov and >78, the Chofetz Chaim lives? I
| must talk to him urgently!"

R' Yisroel Meir thought for a moment and replied. "First of all, the
Chofetz Chaim is not even a Rov. And secondly, he's Y951 not a p>7y at
| all. Not in the slightest!"

"What are you saying," thundered the wagon driver, "The Chofetz

| Chaim is well known throughout the world! His greatness ranges far and
wide and he's accepted as a Gaon in Torah and the 7T pr1s!"

"Listen," said R' Yisroel Meir gently, "What the world says and thinks
| is not a N7 They probably don't know him well enough to judge

| properly. I, on the other hand, do know him quite well and I can testify

| that whatever is said about the "greatness" of the Chofetz Chaim is

| widely exaggerated and not entirely factual."

The wagon driver's shock soon turned to anger at the audacity of this
| man and he let loose a barrage of curses from his mouth and beatings
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In the 27y /03 we learn that 0>y - plagues - are caused when one
talks Loshon Horah, spills blood, for robbery, jealousness, etc. Clearly, a
3 is sent from Heaven as a punishment for all these sins among adults.
Why then, do we find that young children, even one day old babies, can
be stricken in a similar manner? Surely, they did not commit all these
sins in their short lives?

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsh ZT"L gives an exceptional but scary
answer: Just as leprosy strikes a man's body or clothing as a warning to
repent for his sins, it may also strike his children as a warning. When
young children are stricken by any form of plague, the parents must view
this as a heavenly warning to themselves, to examine their lives and
behavior and correct what needs to be corrected. For a child stricken with ,
leprosy, arouses the parents to N23wn much more than if they themselves
were to be stricken and only then will they indeed mend their ways!
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The Torah tells us that certain discharges make a person X1V, even




