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| because he had put in so much - effort or money - into the Aron, whereas
his friend had put in nothing. The Torah ordered every Jew to participate
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R' Chaim of Volozhin ZT"L would say:

| R' Pinchos of Koritz ZT"L would say:

understand, is that ‘without interruption' means between the mouth and
_ | the heart!"
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By all of the other holy vessels that were built for the Mishkan, the
Torah writes "1owWY - and you (shall construct), referring to Moshe,
although it was actually Betzalel who was directly in charge. If so, Why
then, does the Torah write "y - and they (shall construct), with
regard to the Aron Hakodesh - the Holy Ark?
The Medrash Tanchuma explains that it is so that nobody should
later be able to boast that he has more rights in the Torah than his friend,

in the construction of the Aron, so that nobody should feel that he had no
portion in the Torah. The Torah belongs to all of Brei Yisroel, and the
reward for the study of Torah is shared equally by those who study it and
those who support them.

It is up to us to ensure that we obtain a good share in the proceeds,
either by studying it ourselves, says the Chofetz Chayim, R' Yisroel
Meir Kagan ZT"L, or by supporting those who study - each person with
the means that Hashem has provided him with - one with a good head and
diligence, the other with wealth. And some with both!
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"A person accomplishes much more through patience, than with all
the anger in the world."

"One who tries to correct the corrution of the world is like a chimney
cleaner. Try as he might, he cannot avoid becoming soiled!"

R' Moshe of Savran ZT"L would say:
"We know that if a person recites the entire Tehillim without
interruption, his prayers will surely be answered. What people fail to
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"Qy, don't you see," chuckled the Rov, "this is supposed to be a
punishment, not a reward! Okay, do this. Buy your wife a gift each day,
speak lovingly to her, try to soothe her, and then when she becomes
compatible to you, the curse will surely take effect!"

Again, the man did as he was told, and just like that - gradually his
wife began to be kind and caring to him and their relationship improved
day by day. A number of weeks later, the same man came to R' Shloime
and was pleased to report, "Rabbi, this is some kind of a miracle! Our
relationship has strengthened immeasurably and we are like newlyweds
once again!"

R' Shloime donned a look of animated terror. "You had better hurry
then, and fulfill your pledge," he exhorted to the uncomprehending man,
"because if not, the punishment can take effect at any moment!"
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The Torah forbids the removal of the staves from their rings and Rashi
further explains that this prohibition is forever lasting. The question
remains: why must these poles remain in their rings forever?

The Meshech Chochmah, R' Meir Simcha of Dvinsk ZT"'L
answers that the purpose of leaving the staves in their rings permanently
is to teach us that they are not there for the actual purpose of carrying the
Aron Hakodesh. Instead, the Holy Ark had the miraculous ability to carry
its carriers (: N NVD). If the staves would be in the rings during transport
only, one would say that they are needed solely for that purpose.
However, leaving the staves in their rings permanently shows that even
when the ark is transported, the staves are not there for transportation
purposes, but rather are a component of the Holy Ark.

This is similar to the illumination of the Beis Hamikdosh. The window
frames were bevelled, larger to the outside (7-1 /N ©>20n). This is contrary
to logic. If the frames would be enlargened inwards it would maximize
the light coming in. However, this was not the point of the windows.
Rather, because the Beis Hamikdosh is a light unto the world, the
windows were bevelled in a manner indicating that the light emanates
from the inside to the outside.

| However, this didn't seem to help and some time later, he once again
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A man who was known to be a miser once came to the home of
R' Shloime Shafir ZT"L and pleaded with the Rov for assistance. His
wife had been tormenting him for years and he simply could not tolerate
living with her any longer. However, he explained, with exasperation, she
refused to accept a divorce.

"Have you tried working things out between yourselves?" R' Shloime
asked. The man shrugged, "Why bother, it's a hopeless situation."

"I think I have a solution for you," advised R' Shloime. "The gemara
in Shabbos (: 19) warns that if a person makes a pledge but fails to honor
that pledge, he will be punished with the death of his spouse. So
therefore, the next time their is an appeal in shul for funds, make a
commitment and refuse to pay it."

The man followed these unusual instructions and pledged a huge sum,
but when it came time to pay up, he threw the collectors out the door.

visited the Rov and complained that his advice was just not working, his
wife was as healthy as ever.




