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Shabbos Parshas Vayishlach - November 16, 2013
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S®n3: Yaakov sent angels "p3ab" ahead of him to Esav. The
Kotzker Rebbe ZT”L explains that this word is used to
imply that he sent them away, dismissing them. Although
he did send them on an important mission, Yaakov really had
no use for their assistance; he did what he had to do but his
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (57)

Laws of Tashmishei Kedusha (cont.). Last week we discussed
items deemed as “Tashmishei Kedusha” which have Hashem’s
Name in them (and why they differ from “Tashmishei Mitzvah”
which do not, i.e. Lulav, etc.), and two applications of the general
rule that applies to them: "y px) wNpa Pow)” - one can only
elevate them to a higher spiritual usage but not demote them to a
lower usage, and most certainly not to a mundane usage.
Examples of Not Demoting Tashmishei Kedusha.

1) If an Aron Hakodesh becomes worn out, or is replaced with a
new one, one cannot use the materials from the Aron to make
a shtender for learning. (There is a famous Taz (1) that holds
that if one is faced with the choice of having no use for it at all
[storing it away], or giving it a chance to be used in a less
holy way than before, one may be lenient and demote it. The
Maharsham ) holds that one can rely on the Taz, but the
Chofetz Chaim rules 3)not like this 7az.)

2) The Arzei Chaim (wooden handles) of a Sefer Torah
sometimes crack, get repaired, and there is a reason to change
one from the right side to the left side, or from the top to the
bottom of the Sefer Torah. Both these changes are permitted
and it is not called demoting them @. However, to change
them to become the handles of a Navi scroll is prohibited.
This last detail is based on what the Mishna Berura () rules
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R’ Elya Meir Bloch ZT”L (Pninei Daas) would say:

trust was placed primarily in the Almighty to rescue him from
his evil brother. The lesson to us is: don’t look for shortcuts or
segulos - trust in Hashem! Yaakov Avinu understood that he
cannot rely upon any force other than Hashem Himself; even
angels could not guarantee his protection from his enemies!
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that one may not take a mantel (cloth cover) of a Sefer Torah and
use it for covering a Navi scroll.

Using a Sefer Torah Yad to Read From a Navi Scroll. In
many shuls and batei medrashim (especially in Eretz Yisroel),
the Hafiorah is read from an actual Navi scroll. The Baal Koreh
(reader) cannot take the Yad (silver or wooden pointer) from a
Sefer Torah to help him read the Navi. Although one might argue
that a Yad is not a Tashmish for the Sefer Torah, but rather an
object that aids the reader, nevertheless the ruling remains that
since the Yad hangs on the Sefer Torah most of the time which
beautifies it, and it does indeed serve to help the Mitzvah of
reading be done propetly, it is deemed a Tashmish Kedusha ).
Long Tefillin Straps. Sometimes it happens that a person’s
Tefillin straps are too long. If they have never been used yet for
fulfilling the Mitzvah of Tefillin, one can definitely cut the extra
piece of leather because it hasn’t yet acquired any kedusha
(sanctity) until it is used for the mitzvah. Therefore, when first
placing new Tefillin on a Bar Mitzvah boy, one should determine
if the hand and head straps are too long and if they need to be cut
down to size (one should leave room for the boy’s growth). If
they were already used, some Poskim hold that they should not
be cut because that is demoting the cut-off piece. Many Poskim
are lenient for various reasons and that seems to be the prevalent
custom (7), see “Inside STAM” by R’ R. Mendlowitz p.190.
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“When Shimon and Levi wiped out the city of Shechem, which was responsible for their sister’s defilement, Yaakov
feared the neighbors’ revenge and voiced his displeasure. His sons responded, ‘A harlot was made out of our sister.” What
type of answer is this? It is a response for all future generations! Lest this despicable act seep into the collective
composition of Klal Yisroel, causing the holy daughters of Israel to relax their standards in Tznius, the two sons of Yaakov
took a stand! Even at the expense of our physical safety, we will never relent on the spiritual dignity of a Bas Yisroel!”

R’ Mordechai Kamenetzky Shlit’a (Parsha Parables) would say:

“The reason why Jews add the word, ‘Yiddishe’ when blessing someone with ‘Nachas,’ is because there was once
another ‘Nachas’ in the Torah: ‘The sons of Reuel: Nachas, Zerach, Shama and Miza. These were grandsons of Esav’s
wife, Busmas.” Thus, we see that there was a gentile named Nachas, or you might say, a ‘Goyishe Nachas!’ Since that
Nachas did not bode well for the Children of Yaakov, thus we bless our fellow Jews with only ‘Yiddishe Nachas!”

A Wise Man would say:

“Happiness in life has nothing to do with what you have; it is completely dependant on your choice of perception!”
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During Israel’s War of Independence, the Old City and the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem, officially fell on May 27,
1948. Under Jordanian control, the Jewish Quarter was completely vandalized and virtually destroyed. The magnitude of
the devastation brought about at the hands of the Jordanian soldiers in the Jewish Quarter, was only discovered at the
conclusion of the Six Day War, when Israel regained control of the ancient city. All but one of the thirty-five (some say
fifty-eight) houses of worship that graced the Old City for centuries were in shambles (the most famous of which was the
Churva Synagogue of Rabbi Yehudah HaChassid and Yeshivah Porat Yosef). Hundreds of Torah scrolls, reverently
preserved for generations, were plundered and burned to ashes; thousands of holy books committed to the flames;
synagogues razed to the ground or converted into hollow shells of their glorious former selves, their interiors used as hen
houses and stables filled with dung-heaps, garbage and carcasses, or as sites for latrines and sewage canals.

The state of the ancient Jewish graveyard on Har Hazeisim (Mount of Olives) did not fare much better. It, too, was left
in complete disarray. This cemetery, where Jews have been burying their dead for over 2500 years, was ransacked, graves
were desecrated; thousands of tombstones were smashed and used as building material, paving stones or for latrines in
Arab Legion army camps. A luxury hotel, the Intercontinental Hotel, was built at the top of the cemetery and graves were
demolished to clear a path for the new establishment. Tens of thousands of tombstones were broken into pieces or used as
flagstones, steps and building materials; large areas of the cemetery were leveled and converted into parking lots and a
filling station; graves were ripped apart and skeletal remains were scattered in the wind.

Although the Arabs succeeded by and large to lay waste to the revered Jewish cemetery, one incident stood out that
became legendary among the residents of Jerusalem. In their utter brazenness, the Jordanians built an asphalt road that cut
directly through the pitiful remains of destroyed burial stones, to provide a shorter, more direct route up to the new grand
hotel built incongruously at the top of the mountain. In order to do this, they contracted a tractor crew to begin flattening
the earth. One tombstone after another was shattered by the tractor, and the wrecked stones were strewn in all directions.
The tractor continued on a straight path up the hill which led it on a direct course to the gravestone of the holy Ohr
HaChayim Hakadosh, Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim ben Attar ZT”L.

But as the tractor approached the grave of the holy Tzaddik, something went wrong. The tractor had come within inches
of the grave when the engine suddenly spluttered and died. No amount of mechanical tinkering could get it to work again,
and a new tractor was required to be brought in. The following day, a second tractor arrived and work was resumed. The
second tractor began to approach the gravestone of the Ohr HaChayim. Suddenly, and without warning, it lunged forward
at full speed, its driver unable to gain control over it. The man was screaming in terror; it looked as if the tractor was
possessed, as if it had a mind of its own. It approached the stone and as its forked steel shovel nipped the side of the holy
grave, the bulldozer flipped upside down, rolled over and plunged down into the Valley of Kidron, killing the driver instantly.

Again, the Jordanians thought that this was due to a mechanical problem with the tractor, believing that the motor was at
fault. They might have sensed that what they were doing was wrong and the grave they were attempting to destroy
belonged to a holy man. But they were arrogant and self-assured, and their earlier failures made them want to destroy this
tombstone at all costs. To that end, one man picked up a large hammer to crack the stone with his own hand. However, as
soon as he lifted the hammer in the air, it slipped from his hand and smashed him in his head, cracking his skull.

This time the Jordanians were afraid. It was clear to them that something mysterious was going on, that this gravestone
was not to be meddled with, and they immediately moved to another area to complete the road. Nobody ever dared touch
the Ohr HaChayim’s holy tombstone again, and it remains standing in i s place till this very day.
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S®B: On one occasion, R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit’a
came to the home of a well-known Talmid Chacham to be
mevaker choleh (visit the sick). The scholar had some
medical issues which caused him to be in excruciating pain,
and he was overjoyed when R’ Gamliel came to visit.

“My condition is unfortunately getting worse,” said the
scholar, “and my family is urging me to go for surgery. But
I am so frustrated with dealing with doctors that I am
almost ready to give up. I’ve gone to so many doctors and
specialists and all they do is send me someplace else. It’s so

hard to get an appointment by the top doctors and then
when I do, they can’t figure out how to treat me.” He looked
at R’ Gamliel with a pleading expression. “Tell me, Rebbe,
should I continue to try seeing these specialists or should I
just place my trust in Hashem, and see what happens?”

R’ Gamliel thought for a moment before responding.
“My advice is this: Listen to your family and don’t give up
on doctors. Instead, go to see the “second-best” specialist
and then ... Luz iber far dem Ribono shel Olam (leave
something over for the Master of the World to do)!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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The Medrash (»-y 7"1) teaches: “A man should not put all
his money in one corner.” In other words, one should not put
his “eggs in one basket” and hope for success and deliverance.
Rather, he should spread his wealth, just as Yaakov divided his
family and possessions into two camps, reasoning, “If Esav
comes to one camp and attacks it, the other camp may yet
escape.” In fact, the gemara (39 ©nvY) takes this notion
even further: “The Holy One blessed be He, showed
righteousness (mercy) unto Yisroel by scattering them among
the nations.” This was so that our enemies would be unable
to annihilate us, for we are scattered all over the globe.
In 1933, the final year of the holy Chofetz Chaim’s life,
the elderly and weak sage summoned his former Talmid, R’
Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman ZT”’L to Radin, and spoke with
him privately for many hours. That very same year, the Nazi
party had risen to power in Germany, and the Chofetz Chaim
foretold that the dark clouds of impending disaster for
European Jewry, were hovering in the air. The future Rosh
Yeshivah of Ponovezh asked his mentor, “What will be the
destiny of European Jewry after the wicked one has made
good on his intention of destroying the Jewish people?”
“Heaven forbid,” answered the Chofetz Chaim, “for anyone
to conceive the idea of annihilating the Jews, for it is written,
‘If Esav attacks one camp, the other will be for a refuge.”™
R’ Kahaneman understood the implication, but
nevertheless pressed the elderly sage. “Where? Where will
the place of refuge for the other camp be?” The Chofetz
Chaim answered that this is also written explicitly in the
Navi (v-x m12W): “And on Mount Zion there will be a
refuge and a sanctity.” These prophetic words declared that
the terrible destruction that would overrun Europe in the
coming years would not reach the Holy Land. And indeed,
as is well known, the Nazi forces advanced only as far as
the border of Eretz Yisroel, and did not penetrate within.
EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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Rashi writes: “He transferred what was his; his animals
and possessions. He (Yaakov) made himself like a bridge,
taking from one side and putting on the other side.” How do
we understand these words of Rashi - Yaakov made himself
into a “bridge” - what is the significance of a bridge?

R’ Benzion Halberstam Shlit’a (Bobover Rebbe)
elaborates on this theme and says that the goal of every
Jewish parent is to teach and instill in his children the
importance of following in the ways of our illustrious
ancestors, to keep the nmon, the tradition of our forefathers
alive from generation to generation. This is the source of our
survival as a nation. Yaakov Avinu was the standard bearer
for this ideal, as he bequeathed the rich legacy of Torah and
Avodah that he inherited from his father and grandfather, to
his children, the progenitors of the twelve tribes from whom
emerged the nation known as the Children of Israel.

Yaakov literally “bridged the gap” between old and new,
between the Avos and the Shevatim, between the past and the
future. This ideal which elevated his status to the "maxn »n1"
- “chosen one of the forefathers,” is clearly embodied in the
words of the posuk, “He transferred what was his” - in
other words, Yaakov passed the tradition of his father and
grandfather - all that became his legacy and heritage - over
to his children by becoming a literal “bridge” that allows for
transfer from one side to the other. This one single word
encapsulates the ideals of our holiest forefather, Yaakov.

When a fire broke out on Isru Chag Sukkos, 5649 (1888),
and destroyed the home and many precious manuscripts of
the first Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime Halberstam ZT”’L,
he concluded that the reason for his punishment was because
that year, at the behest of a prominent Rav to join him, he
ate in the sukkah on Shemini Atzeres - which is against the
minhag of his grandfather, R’ Chaim Halberstam ZT”’L
of Sanz. He was being shown to never change his mesorah!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sSHLOMO
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Yaakov Avinu says »1vp” - I am small and undeserving of all the kindness that Hashem has done for me! When I was a

64-year old bochur, says Yaakov, running away from my own brother Esav who wished to kill me, who robbed me of all

my possessions at the hands of his wicked son, Elifaz, I crossed over this Yarden with only a stick in my hand. Now,

however, I have become two camps, between my 4 wives and 12 children - and I feel undeserving of all this. The key word
here is mMovP" - I am small, meaning Yaakov Avinu had no expectations about how his life should and would turn out.

The main reason for the “mass depression” in today’s society is because we all feel entitled, that things must work out
just the way we want them. When life does not follow the exact patterns we have cut out, we feel as if we’ve been given a
“raw-deal” - and thus we become depressed. Expectation leads to disappointment. Hashem has given every one of us the
power and opportunity in life to be happy, says R’ Avraham Pam ZT”’L, and that all takes place in our own minds!

Perhaps the main lesson to be learned from Yaakov Avinu is from his STICK. A stick can be used to hit and break, or a
stick can be used to lean on and support. It is the choices we make with our proverbial STICK that will determine our
happiness in life. R’ Pam also points out that there are two judgments in the world: On the Yom HaDin, Rosh Hashana,
when Hashem decides our fate for the coming year, and the daily judgment (10 1" - "0 922 1 OTN"). This is when Hashem
iudges us on how we perceive and accept all that we are given daily. Attitude is EVERYTHING. The key word is ... "mvp"!




