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Swn3: Time and time again, Bilaam attempted to *“go around”
the Divine command and fulfill his personal vendetta. The
truth of the matter is that often we are the same way when it
comes to dealing with the pieces that Hashem gives us in life.
Instead of accepting our lot, we insist that we know better and

are constantly complaining and becoming frustrated with it. If
we want to be able to achieve some level of simcha and
accomplishment in our lives, then we have to learn to accept
the pieces as they are given to us and follow instructions. If
we do so, we will be amazed how beautiful the results can be.

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"Y1 P i’ - Keeping the J ew1sh Camp Holy (90)
Preserving _our Kedusha: Incidental Touching In our
continuing series regarding ways in which we can insure and
preserve the kedusha and tznius of Am Yisroel, we will now
focus on a new concept, one that deals with “incidental”
touching of men and women. For example, there are numerous
situations involving doctors, dentists, nurses, and even regular
individuals traveling on public transport like trains, buses and
airplanes etc., where innocent touching of the opposite gender
might take place. It may seem simple and clear, however, in
order to explain and understand the halachos of these scenarios,

it is important that we go back and quote the source material.

Introduction. The posuk states: "my Mo 1PN X" - One
should not “‘come near” to transgress Arayos (1). This is explained
by the Rambam (2) to mean that any touch that can lead a person
to commit a sin, is in itself forbidden by Torah law, as a
precaution not to come to do the actual sin. The Bach 3)explains
that a girl age three and above who is a forbidden relative, or a
married lady, is included in this issur. A niddah (including an
unmarried girl eleven and older) is prohibited as well. An
unmarried girl under eleven, and a gentile woman are also
forbidden, but their issur might only be rabbinic in nature @.

Leniency. The Shach (5) mentions a leniency that most Poskim
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follow (although some disagree): ‘“Even according to the
Rambam there is only a Torah issur by a touch of affection,
but not if one does so in a way of healing, like taking a
woman’s pulse. Therefore, Jewish doctors are allowed to do all
the necessary procedures even though they involve touching.
This is permitted even if there are gentile doctors available.”
Understanding the Shach. Some understand the Shach to mean
that there is a rabbinic issur on any form of touching, but it is
removed when it is needed for healing. Others ), including R’
Moshe Feinstein zt”’] (7) explain that there isn’t even a rabbinic
prohibition to touch without affection (and the Shach wrote there
is no Torah issur because he was discussing that issur).
Applications. Based on the above, we can determine that a
woman may be treated by a male doctor, as stated in the above-
mentioned Shach. However, if a lady doctor is available with the
proper expertise, it is highly preferable to use her ). Even when a
man is available, he should be used only for genuine health
purposes. (Note: Even when necessary touching is permitted, it is
only if one will not be aroused to improper thoughts. Also, it must
be done in a way that there’s no issur of Yichud, as to be explained.)

Next week IY”H, we will go over over the basic rules
established by the Gedolim to fulfill all of the above.
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"PYN DNY 92)0 OXN Y2 N2 0YY2 ONY' - When the wicked Bilaam spoke Hashem’s words of prophecy, he referred
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to himself as a "2y - rather then the more common term '¢wN' or 'DTN. A '2) can mean a man, but it can also be
translated as a rooster. Just as a rooster crows at dawn for it alone is knowledgeable of the exact time when the day
begins, Bilaam too, was knowledgeable in the exact time when to utter a curse. Just as a rooster crows seven times a
day, Bilaam uttered seven prophecies. Just as a rooster is not accepted as a korban in the Bais HaMikdash for it
mates with any species of bird, Bilaam too, was a lowly man of bestiality with many species. Just as a rooster stands
on one foot for extended periods of time when it crows, Bilaam too, had only one healthy foot to stand on.”

R’ Dovid Morgenstern zt”’l of Kotzk would say:

DI YO MOIMIN Y TY IMVY NN DYAY IINM PIND 9 NN N NN - The donkey hinted to Bilaam, “You seek to
uproot a nation which celebrates three holidays (0937 ¥5v) in a year?” Why did it hint about the Yamim Tovim more
than any other mitzvah? Because Bilaam was a prophet who could only see a vision at night. He was bound to this
time. But on Yom Tov, Klal Yisroel say '0ym YN wTp0’ - they are 'yown yn noynd' - above and beyond any time!”

A Wise Man would say:
“There’s a big difference between a human being and being human. Only a few really understand it.”
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The Zohar Hakadosh teaches that Bilaam was punished for, among other things, hurrying to do evil against the Jewish
Nation: “The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, ‘Wicked one, you are hurrying and preparing your gear and hastening
to leave my authority. I promise on your life, that you and your donkey will remain in my control.” Soon, ‘the Angel of
Hashem stood on the road as an adversary.” What is the meaning of ‘stood’ (237m)? Rabbi Aba said, ‘He deviated from
his usual skill and adopted another skill, because he was an Angel of Mercy and not of Judgment, against Bilaam. That is
what Rabbi Shimon meant when he said, ‘The wicked transform mercy into judgment.’ Therefore, it is written, ‘As an
adversary,” but not for another, because that was not his wont, since he (the angel) was of the Attribute of Mercy.”

At the outset of World War II, the Brisker Rav, R’ Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik zt”l, fled from the city of Brisk.
While vacationing in the town of Krenitz, the German army attacked and invaded Poland, and he was unable to return to
Brisk. Even if he could, he understood that as soon as the Germans entered his city, their first order of business would be
to hunt down the Rav, and likely his family, as well. Under tremendous stress and amidst a ferocious bombing campaign
by Nazi warplanes, the Rav made his way to Warsaw, and later moved to Vilna, where he was looked upon for guidance
by so many suffering Jews. He was fortunate to survive the Holocaust together with three of his sons. His wife, mother and
three small children, who were in Brisk when the war broke out and were unable to leave, perished 5.

The journey from Warsaw to Vilna was fraught with great danger and uncertainty. Trains were not running since all the
rail lines had been bombed, and the only means of travel available was by horse and wagon. So it was, that the Brisker Rav
and his sons set out for Vilna, on bombed-out roads filled with terrified refugees, in a horse-drawn wagon.

They were amongst a group of wagons traveling to Vilna. When their caravan reached the outskirts of Kobrin, the
Brisker Rav looked out the window and saw that it was getting late in the day. Immediately, he announced that it was time
to daven. However, rather than daven inside the wagon, in which he found it impossible to concentrate properly, he asked
the wagon driver to wait for a few minutes while they davened at the side of the road.

The other passengers immediately started to complain that he was endangering them by insisting on this delay.

“On the contrary,” answered R’ Yitzchok Zev, “I won’t delay anyone. If you wish, continue on to Kobrin, and Il finish
my prayers and follow after you on foot.” The Rav was adamant in his determination and nobody was going to oppose the
Brisker Rav. With a great deal of respect and fear of the Brisker Rav, all the passengers in the wagon waited until he
finished his prayers - which took even longer than usual due to his concentration and devotion.

A short time later, they entered Kobrin. The city was totally deserted. Not a soul was in the street. Finally, a Jew
emerged from a hiding place. “You are quite fortunate that you did not come any earlier,” he told them. “The Germans
were just here and assembled all the refugees and took them all away. They left the city minutes ago with their captives.”

Everyone turned to the Brisker Rav and exclaimed that he had performed a miracle. “It was no miracle at all,” he
replied, “but a purely halachic decision. I asked myself why should I be in such a hurry to get to Kobrin when it’s unclear
that the danger there is less than it was in Warsaw. And if there was no reason to rush to Kobrin, I could see no reason to
daven sitting in a wagon rather than standing up. These were my only considerations. When someone asks only what the
halacha demands of him, Hashem responds, ‘No one who obeys Me suffers for it.”” (Devarim Rabbah 4:5)

Many people think that the Brisker Rav’s many stringencies stemmed from an anxious personality. This incident,
however, disproves this theory. Would a nervous person have stopped a wagon in mid-journey with perfect composure,
while German warplanes flew overhead dropping bombs, just as he was about to enter a seeming haven? The only concern
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Swn: A boy loves to build model airplanes. He has his eye
on a certain deluxe jet plane and after saving enough
money he manages to buy it. He comes home and can’t
wait to put the model together. Unfortunately, the quality
control in Taiwan is not what it was and despite the fact
that the cover of the box shows a picture of a jet plane, the
pieces inside the box belong to a Navy ship aircraft carrier.
He opens the box and looks for the wings -a plane must
have wings! He doesn’t find any wings. He decides that he
will take his knife and whittle down one of the larger pieces
of plastic and make it into wings. He does so, but it doesn’t

the Brisker Rav ever had was whether he was fulfilling the will of his Creator to the fullest.
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really come out too well and he begins to get frustrated. This
goes on as he searches for one piece after another. He keeps
getting more and more frustrated, and more and more angry.
All this is because instead of using the pieces from the box
and following the instructions and fitting them one to another,
he has a picture in his mind of what he wants and he refuses
to accept anything else. Had he followed the instructions he
would have ended up with a beautiful aircraft carrier. Maybe
it isn’t what he wanted, but it is what he could have accompl-
ished with what he was given. Instead, he has a crazy-looking
mess that resembles neither the plane nor the boat.
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There seems to be some inconsistencies with the story of Bilaam and the servants of Balak. First, Hashem tells Bilaam not
to go with them. Then, He tells him to go. After Bilaam went, Hashem became angry with him. Why? Hashem told him to go!
My machshava here is based on the dikduk of the Vilna Gaon zt”], regarding the two words in Hebrew that translate to
mean “with” - "0y" and "nN". There is, however, a big difference between these two words. The word "Dy" denotes a solid
connection between two things who become one “with” each other. As it says in Tehillim, "n182 2 wy" - Hashem feels our
pain as if it was His, and in Koheles, "nex By ©»n NX7" - which refers to the special relationship between husband and wife,
who become "N 7w25". The word "nN" is much less of a connection - two things that are together, but not closely connected.
When the y"wan told Bilaam not to go with the servants of Moav, He said the words, "oy 751 X5" - do not go with (oY)
them and be like them. Later, when Hashem gave him permission to go, He told Bilaam "onx 75 oW - go along with (nN)
them but do not form a relationship with them - just tag along. Bilaam, however, did not listen. "axw »Ww 0y 7" - he went with
(oy) them and connected to their evil intentions. As a result, Hashem became angry with Bilaam and was ready to destroy him.
Based on this, we can understand a question that many have asked. In the final two berachos of Sheva Berachos, the
concluding words are "n521 ynn Nnwn' followed by "nSon oy ynn Nnwn”. Why is the word "oy” only added to the last beracha?
Perhaps it is to teach us that when a young man and woman come together in marriage, they are each bringing their individual
personalities and upbringing into the equation. They are two people - a chosson and a kallah. But once they are married and
their lives become intertwined as one, at that point, he is a chosson “with” his kallah - "n55n oy yn nnwn". Their simcha is

eternal and united. May we all be zoche to have such a relationship and see this nachas by our children and our einiklach.
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At the end of her life, Rebbetzin Miriam Mann of Bnei
Brak was flown to America to undergo a vital operation.
When she arrived in the hospital, a nurse handed her a hospital
gown and told her to change into the revealing garment and
wait in a large room filled with other patients, male and
female, all of whom were awaiting surgery. Rebbetzin
Mann could not bring herself to do it. In response to her
family’s pleas, she wept, “I have been careful about tznius
throughout my life; how can I violate that principle now?”

A senior surgeon passed by and found the rebbetzin crying.
When he learned the reason for her distress he was impressed.
He ordered the nurse to put the rebbetzin in the “Presidential
suite.” He explained to the thankful rebbetzin, “We have a
suite that is reserved for the president and other VIP patients,

where they can prepare for operations in privacy. With your
sense of commitment, you are certainly as deserving as any
VIP patient we have ever treated!” (Sefer Nefesh Chaya)
Besides our vital role in reflecting the middos of Hashem,
we represent His kedusha to the world as well. When we
demonstrate that we are holy and imbued with a sanctity that
distinguishes us from the people around us, we bring great
honor to Hashem. As we declare in the chazzan’s repetition
of Mussaf on Rosh Hashana, "©"yTn N WYTRD INY' - “It is
proper for the Holy One to be glorified by holy ones.”
"INONN T2 WN ONY'. The Maharal (Gevuros Hashem)
explains that "nNon" (glory) represents the beauty of separat-
ing from the material world. Anything that is divorced from
materialism is “glorious” because it is not tarnished by a
connection to physicality. Thus, when the Jewish people
sanctify themselves, this brings Tiferes, “glory,” to Hashem.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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“Whoever possesses these three traits is of the disciples of Avraham Avinu; a good eye, humility, and the ability to

conquer one’s desires (Bartenura). Whoever possesses the opposite three traits is of the disciples of the wicked Bilaam; an
evil eye, haughtiness, and is a slave to his passions.” (Avos 5-19) Here’s a question: just a few mishnayos earlier, we learned
that Avraham Avinu overcame ten trials (Mi»D)) to prove his devotion to Hashem. If Avraham’s greatness was the fact that he
passed ten tests, and showed his love for Hashem, then the mishna here should have stated that the way to become a student of
Avraham Avinu is to strive to pass all the tests in life? Why does it only say that one must have three middos - and not that he
must pass ten tests? The Nesivos Shalom asks this question and explains that although Avraham’s greatness was that he passed
his ten trials, however, he was only able to pass these tests because of the three middos that he embodied. And this gives us
great insight into how we, too, can pass the ten trials in our own lives and strive to be a true follower of Avraham Avinu.

Now, we can also understand the downfall of Bilaam, a wicked man with an evil eye. A man who thought that the whole
world revolved around him; who was enslaved by his base desires. It was his three bad middos that led Bilaam down the
wicked road to destruction. Chazal tell us: "DWn 2 DTND NN PN TIAM MRNN NNPN” - Kina’ah - means having an evil eye.
Ta’avah - means being overpowered by desire. Kavod - means wishing to be honored by others. These 3 negative traits literally
take a person out of the world - out of reality! One is so wrapped up with himself that he does not see clearly what is going on
around him! Thus, Bilaam did not see the angel in his way nor was he baffled by the fact that his donkey was talking to him!
He was not dealing with reality - he was out of this world! We must use the 3 good middos to be true followers of Avraham Avinu.




